Dec. 20]

THE DESERET NEWS. 875
track just below the mouth of Echo, the | world are produced in ILes Cevennes. ITEMS. “It is not an uncommon thing in this city
latter lncgtign is so mu_c::: l??liperinr t{u; a Fat:;r énatgnce,l t(.iau Bi[llaﬂ race mttﬁna, i fcui an infuria:ed {siﬂ."i';gﬂ 1-.:1:»Jl i?wﬂ]:lila re-
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' . down | constitute the only material with which R~ TUEE_EEEB PSS |a saloon erowded with men, er to do the

work of tracklaying moving
"Weber Cafion at a slow rate, that in all
Iikelihood there may be another ‘‘mag
i¢”’ town built above the ‘‘Narrows,”’
some distance below Henneferville, on
the opposite bank of the river.

Down through the cafion men are
working in every conceivable situation.
Blasting solid rock and frozen earth;
building protections to the eagainst
therising of the river’s flood; construct-

bridges; clearing the mountain sides of
loose rock and averythinﬂthat would
endanger the safety of theline, and the
travel over it; and all this whether the
¢old caflon wind is fieezing wp the river
with the thermometer nearly at zero or
the blinding storms drive furiously
down the deep reft in the mountains at
the bottom of which the river runs,
From the mouth of Weber Cafion to
Ogden grading parties are busily at
work; and from the nature of the
ground it is probable they will have
completed their jobs as soon as the gra-
ding is finished down the cafion. North
of Ogden both companies are prosecut-
ing the work with vigor; but, though
the grade is measurably light for thirty
or forty miles it may have to be suspen-
ded till Spring, for it is principally
scraping, and the ground being frozen
the plows cannot operate, while blast-
ing under such circumstances would be
80 expensive that no contractor could

make it pay to resort to such a means of | or less necessary

opening the ground,
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SILK CULTURE.-THE SOIL.

A. BERTRAND.

BY LOUIS

“The tree full of God’s blessings'’ de-
lights in a deep, rich, light, loamy soil.
Rich mulberry soil abounds in our
mountain home. By rich soil, I mean
a goil which, being naturally composed
of calcareous substances, of silex, hu-
mus, cist, turfy matter, and also of a
small portion of gypsum or c¢lay, is con-
sequently light, friable and Erfﬂntly
permeable. BSuch soils possess in a high
degree the self-recuperative powers en-~
aned by many ef our beautiful vales,
whose loams have resulted from ghe de-
composition of limestone rocks. 1In our
“Big-Field,” at Grantsville, and speci-

ally at Bessions, I have remarked large | a middle-age

spots where the mulberry should grow
with a most luxuriant strength. 1 ean
not boast of having travelled much in
Utah, but I am satisfied that extensive
tracts of mulberry soil exist in our
northern and southern counties. The
quantity of silk that those highly
favored spots can produce will sooner
or lla.dter astonish our people, and the
world. -

thesplendid laces of Caen,called blondes,
and the matchless gauzes of Paris and
Amiens are manufactured. With two
pounds of that silk they can manufac-
ture blonde worth 14,000 or 16,000 francs,
about three thousand dollars in gold.
Fair ladies and maidens of Utah, what
| do you think of that? Iam relyingup-
on you for raising here the Sina cocoons.

| Before dropping the present subject,I
ing massive abutments for substantial |

would indicate a natural law by which
every one can discover whether his lo-
cality is a mulberry soil or not. It isa
fact, generally admitted by the greatest
European authorities on silk culture,
that every kind of soil where the peach

| tree grows and produces good fruit with-

out being grafted, is suitable for the
mulberry. Now, according to the evi-

| and deeply

dences of that law, I am perfectly satis-
fied that every county in Utah, Cache
and Bear Lake Valleys excepted, can
profitably cultivate that valuable tree,
and raise a superior silk. Fellow-citi-
zens, plant immediately the mulberry
in every field, in every corner or spot
which is susceptible of irrigation.

PREPARATION OF THE SOIL.

The roots of the mulberry tree striking
downward, I will never cease to give
this counsel to beginners, to thoroughly
cultivate the soil before
planting, and that cultivation common
to every class of mulberry,becomes more

in the direct ratio of
the permeability of the soils in which
they are planted. What is the best
time for planting? I do believe that,in
our northern counties, it is preferable
to ado?t the spring season, in order that
the culturist avoid the severity of
the winter for his young trees. In the
south it will be better to plant in the
fall, on account of the destructive
droughts of the summer,

MULBERRY CULTURE.

The mulberry tree is propagated by
seeds;”by cuttings, by layers, and in
Europe by grafting, in order to form
standard and half standard trees. But
I think we have no need of grafiing in
Utah for several reasons,

First, by sceds. The selection of the
tree from which the seed is to be gather-
ed is very important. You must choose
one, stout, not growing
in too rich soil; and you should prefer a
tree from which the leaves have not
been gathered for two years. The fruit
must be perfectly ripe. Mash well the
berries in a tub, then fill it with water
in order to clear the seeds from the
glutinous particles by which they are
covered. To cause the bad seeds to
swim over, supply the first water by

new quantities, till the bottom uf the |

But I do mot mean by the above
to impress on the readers of the NEWS
that valley land is alone suitable for the
mulberry. On our benches, and even
on the hills, I have observed very fine
mulberry soil. Our peculiar system of
irrigation will enable us to transform
thousands of barren spots into magnifi-
cent mulberry plantations. Brother
Geo. D. Watt’s small hut flourishing
one is unquestionably a strong evidence
of this assertion. And our best silk will
be produced in the mountainous dis-
tricts.

. France and Italy are the largest silk-

growing countries in Eunéﬂe. Lombar-
dy, but especially the rich plains sur-
rounding the city of Milan, produce an
immense quantity of gilk but its quali-
ty is far inferior to the silh raised on the
mountains of Piedmont. The best silks
in the world are produced in Les Ce-
vennes,a mountainous districtof France,
as cold as, and garhapa colder than, Salt
Lake Valley. I ecan not forbear togive
here a glance on the past history of that
famous silk-region. About ninety years
ago, Les Cevennes offered to the tourist
only dreadful chasms and torrents of
cooled lavas; those bare mountains were
without culture,without any vegetation;
they were thinly inhabited by wild
tribes who, by their roughness, wretch-
edness and ferocity, recalled to the
memory the clans of Scotland, A few
years after, everything was entirely
changed; nomore fallow fields, no more
poverty were to be seen. Beautiful roads
surrounded the mountains; everywhere
comfort was found instead of want, hu-
manity instead of barbarity; one would
say it was a new people. However, it
was only a new generation, born among
groves of a tree unknown to their pre-
decessors, That tree was the mulberry.
It grows everywhere, on the most nar-
row spots, in the cavity of rocks; it en-
circles the hills, it ecrowns the mount-
alns, and every village appears as in a
verdant basket,

The most beautiful white silks in the

tub is covered by the mass of the seeds
—those are the only good ones. -

Now, if the seed is to be sown in the
spring, dry it on cloths in the shade,
and, when perfectly dry, enclose itin

hermstically corked bottles with thal

same amount of very dry sand, and
keep your seed in a dry cool place where
it lightly freezes—a too severe frost
would hurt its vegetative power.

If, on the contrary, the seed is to be
sown immediately (and then you must
get it from the first ripe fruit), dry the
seed just enough to separate them. If
this be successful the sowing may be
favorable, The young plants may ob~
tain much strength before the winter,
but in a cold climate they need to be
protected ‘against the frost by a light
covering of earth.

The best time for' sowing will inevi-
tably vary much in Utah, aceording to
the locality, When the young trees
begin to spring out] through the earth
they are very tender, and the least
frost would kill them, especially in our
northern ‘eounties where the tempera-
ture frequently undergoes extreme vari-
ations, Therefore it is impossible to

int out exactly the time for sowing;

t may take Elaua from the beginning of

April, for the warm localities, to the
end of May for the cold gnes. Sowing
the mulberry seed duri the summnier
being forbidden in all regions where
the berries can not be gathered before
the beginning of June, the season
would be too short there to enable the
young trees to acquire strength enough
to stand the severity of the winter.
Therefore, I advise the farmers of the
north to sow in the spr ng.

Sowing in drills will facilitate the
weeding. The rows should be three feet
apart, and the seed planted not too
thick, Cover them but half an inch
deep; and irrigate frequently. When
the young trees are coming out, you
must hoe between the rows and weed
carefully during summer; thin them
out when needed.
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Porice.—Thomas Finwick, arrested for
drunkenness, was fined five dollars and
costs,

Charles Alfred, for being drunk, and ere-
atng a disturbance in the Theatre was
fined twenty-five dollars, and paid it.

~ Wm. Camberland was fined five dollars
for drunkenness, '

DEAD,—Edward Cuthbert, blacksmith,
died this morning.

Wirp MusTARD.—Every person who has
resided or traveled in California will recol-
lect the wild mustard with which the coun-
try was infested. Tt was one of the greatest
{)}gsts known to farmers. It has at length

en utilized, and now forms an article of
export from that country. Itis said to be
far superior to English or Eastern mustard
for medieal s, and is preferred by
many for table use. A few days ago 781
sacks of it, of 100 pounds each,were shipped
for New York. Our wild sunflower
seeds, which are now such an annoyance
may yet be found valuable some day, an

be utilized to good purpose.

U. 8. MILITARY PRISONERS AND THE
PENITENTIARY.—On the 3rd of last July
two U. S. soldiers, who had committed
crimes, were sentenced to imprisonment;
and on the 5th of last October another mili-
tary criminal was also sentenced to impris-
onment., These conviets were sentenced by
Court Martial to be imprisoned in the
Iowa State Prison at Madison in that State;
but Gen. Augur, when here last summer,
changed theurn]]nlaca of imprisonment from
Iowa to Utah. The Warden of the Peni-
tentiary, Gen A. P. Rockwood entertained
serious doubts abont the propriety of keep-
ing these prisoners at the expense of the
Territory, and to satisfy himself upon the
subject, and to have a clear understanding
in relation to it, he addressed a letter to
Gen. E. D. Townsend, Assistant Adjutant
General, Washington; and under date of the
Oth inst,, he has received an answer from
General Townsend. The General informs
the Warden trcat Brevet Major C. C. Augur,
Commanding Department of the Platte,
Omaha, Nebraska, has been instructed to
make the necessary arrangements with the
roper authorities for the ent of ex-
penses attendan! upon the Keeping of U. S,
military prisoners confined at the Utah
Penitentiary. He also forwards to him an
official notice, by order of the Secre of
War, to the effect that the Penitentiary of
Utah Territory is designated as a prison for
the confinement of military prisoners under
sentence of Courts Martial in addition to
those heretofore designated. By the ‘action
of the War Department, the action of Gen.
Augur in committing these convicts to the
Penitentiary has been legalized.
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FROM WEDNESDAY'S DAILY,

INFORMATION WANTED.—Brother Wm
J. Andrews, of Paragoonah, Iron Co. wants
to gain some information of his mother,
Hariet Andrews, and of his grandfather,
Steven Mansfield. They resided formerly
in Gosport, England, and crossed the plains
in 1863, arriving here in the fall of that year
in Daniel McCarthy’s train,

D1ED, at Pandeca, Meadow Valley, Wash-
ington Co., U. ‘I, on the 8th inst., Constanza
Clarrinda, wife of Daniel M. Tallis. De-
ceased was the daughter of Daniel and Clar-
rinda Stanton, and was born in Dayis Co.,
Missouri, April 24th, 1838,

DIsINFECTANT,—Dr, Rowell, of San Fran-
cisco, stated at the Sanitary Convention at
that City, that an excellent disinfectant can
be Bﬂﬂil}lr and cheaply eliminated from com-
mon galt, black oxide of manganese and
sulphuric acid. The salt we have in endless
gquantities, and we believe the manganese
also., This receipt is worth remembering.

QUALITY SHOULD GOVERN PRICE.—It i,
the general practice in this ¢ity,if a man ha
wheat or other grain, butter, poultry, hay,
etc,, to sell, to expect a fixed price for these
articles regardless of the quality, A man
having poor hay, unclean wheat, middling
butter, or inferior poultry to sell, in nine
cases out of ten, asks the price which he
hears first-class articles of the same kind
bring. This must certainly strike every

rson of reflection as a very unfair way of

oing business, IfEacur wheat is to sell for
as much as good, what inducement is there
for a man to take pains and go toexpensein
raising a first-class article? Ifany kind of
flour is to bring as much in market as the
best that can be manufactured, what incen-
tive is there for millers to build costl
mills with first-class machinery? So wit
hay, butter, poultry, and everything else.
Such a practice is wrong, and should be
frowned upon and broken up. Artieles sold
in the market should be graded in price ac-
cording to their excellence; and . no one
should expect to get as much for frowga but-
ter, (such as Willlam Dunbar show S a
sample of the other day, the inside blue and
mouldy and the outside galvanized with a
coating of tolerable butter) as they would
for a sweet, wholesome article. Sellers
should be made to understand this, and
then they may make greater exertions to
produce a really good article.

CONOEALED DEADLY *WEAProNs.—The
Reese River Reveille denounces *‘the assas-
sin-like practice of carrying concealed
deadly weapons in towns and cities where
law is maintained.” It says:

-

l

same things in the street, along which
| men, women, and children are walking
every minute, It has happened more than
once that bad, worth men, between
whom that kind of feud existed which
ought to bring honest men their own, have
drawn their pistols in the street and fell te
shooting at each other like savages, escaping
harm themselves but wounding and even
killing innocent and good men. These acts
of lawless sava%ery must be stopped, even
%fit takes a little free hemp to accomplish
t.}?
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FROM THURSDAY'S I)AII':'

CHRISTMAS.—This time honored anniver-
has again rolled round, and with its
advent what a host of jo reminiscences
crowd the'mind. Christmas! The time of
never-to-be-forgotten family re-unions and
social gatherings. Many of the happiest re-
Eﬂlﬁlhmt%ﬂm of gur early years afrtﬂh a.ﬂﬂgoiated
Wi is great annive of the Sti-
an world. Chﬂatmmim n; nl:lﬁer
grows old, but as each succeeding year rolls
round, each succeeding Christmas is looked
to with as much eagerness as its predeces-
sor. That dear old Santa Claus, who fills
the stockings with bon bons and toys isever
welcomed eagerly by the youngsters, and
at that season, in many portions ofthe earth,
the members of families who may have been
separated and divided by long distances,
make it a point, if pessible, to meet again
with father and mother and participate im
old time joys and pleasures. All hail te
Christmas. We delight to honor if, and
wish all, especially the readers of the N’ln'rs,
% merry Christmas and a Happy New
ear,

THE MEAT MARKET.~The show of meat and
ultry—beef, mutton, pork, turkeys, geese,
ucks and fowl, both domestic and wild—in the
meat market to-day, surpasses anything yet

seen here, and weuld be v hard to s 8
anywhere, It is almost invidious to -
larize any where all are so excellent, but the

snow of Little, Garrett & Chandler includes
abeut ninety beeves, a bear, raised by Levi, and
a buffalo, Mr, Jennings’ display, as also that of

Ornstein & Popper are first rate, and altogether,

the display of meats of various Kkinds is enough
to tempt the appetite of the most fastidious
gourmands and epicures, and shows, thatin
stock raising, Utah is fast becoming secoad to
no other place. '

GRATIFYING NEwS FROM QAHU.--By letter from
Elder Geo, Nebeker, at Oahu, Sandwich Islands,
to President Young, we are highly gratified to
learn that very encouraging success is at last
crowning the efiorts of the brethren on the su-

plantation of Laie, on the Island of Oahu.
The letter dated December 6th, contained a
small specimen of the sugar manufactured by
them. It is broewn sugar of the best quality,
and worth the sack here, about thirty cents
per pound, The juice is clarifled by steam, and
the centrifugals or dryers are run from the
same boillers, The juice is reduced In opem
pans, Aboutl twenty men, mostly natives,are
employed, and with this jorce, about one ton_of
sugar and one hundred gallons of molasses were
produced daily. Ua pomaikailakou,

D1ED, in the 16th Ward, Salt Lake City,
of heart disease, Harriet, wife of John .
R. Hicks. The deceased was born J Anuary
81, 1831, at Woolwich, England. Thefuner-
al services took place at the 16th Ward
Schoolhouse to-day at one o'clock.

RETURNED.—Bro. George Alder, of the
firm of Dunford & Sons, who left this city
for the East, about eight weeks igo, return-
ed last night, having visited Boston, New
York, Philadelphia, 8%, Louis and Chicago.
Mr. Alder says all the Utah freight that
has been lying at Omaha has heen forward-
ed, and is now lying at Bryan, and he
thinks that in the course of a week or ten
days it will be forwarded to Evanston, the
present ferminus, which is on Yellow
Creek, about seven or eight miles this side
of Bear River. DBryan 1is collapsing, most
of the business moving along to Evanston.
Trains do not stop at Bear River city now,
they have not even a switch there; they
stop to coal some distance on the other
side, and then runright along Lo Evanston.
The roads are good between here and the
terminus and quite an amount of freight
may be expected to arrive here in a very
few days. The firm of Dunford & Sons,
through the exertions of Mr. Alder, are
now in constant receipt of new goods from
the eastern markets, *

FroM BEAR RIVER.—I'rom private cor-
respondence we learn that a general railroad

smash-up occurred half a mile east of Bear
River city on the 21st inst., resulting in the
total wreck of nine cars. No one injured.
We also learn that Tom Smith, the leader of
the late riot, has been sent to the Salt Lake
Penitentiary. There is no snow at that
point, Special mail agent, Ball, says he
thinks no mail will be transferred at Echo
City.! Partof the material for the Frontier
Phoeniz is at Bryan City. The passenger
trains are running to Evanstown. Bear
River city is very quiet as regards *“civiliza-
tion,”” but business is lively considering the
amount of people left there.

RAILWAY AccCIDENT. — The Cheyenne
Leader of the 19th inst,, says, *“This morn-
ing the passenger train from the west,
ran into the rear of freight train No, 8, at
Hazard Station. These carg were wrecked,
the engineer, fireman and conductor of the
passenger train, sustained some bruises
and scratches, but nobody was killed, No
one on the freight was injured at all,”



