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lieve they should make it a profession
to preach the Gospel. If they should
go around without purse and serip
preaching the Gospel, they would be-
come a specles of vagabonds or va-
grants, or, to use a more common and
disreputable name, tramps, and this
iz Inconsgistent and unworthy of men
of thelr calling.”

They pronounce therefore agalnst
this practice as disreputable and un-
suited to the times. Yet Jesus, our
Lord and Master, gave that as a com-
mand to His anclient disciples. We
also have been commanded to do the
same. We have been commanded to
travel without purse and scrip, and
we have done .it. The Latter-day
Saints who have been gathered to-
gether In these mountains have been
reached by that method of preaching
the Gospel. We have traveled thou-
sands of miles—we have, it might be
gaid, encircled the globe itself in this
way. "Well, have you not starved to
death; have you not been subjected to
the greatest of Inconvenlences;, have
vou been able to go and remain and
return dependent upon that method 7"
The testimony of hundreds, yea thou-
sands of latter-day Saint Elders is to
the effect that they have done this.
They have traveled for years and
have not been subjected to humilla-
tion, and have not failed to accom-
plish that which they were sent to do.
I myself have had a long experience of
this character In various lands and
among different peoples, and I cannot
now recall an Instance where I have
been under the necessty of begging of
them te ald me; but the Lord, In
answer to prayer, opened my way, a8
He has done the way of the other
Elders. We believe in God; we be-
lieve that He i& a God that hears and
apswers prayers. It is this klnd of
training that has been of great bene-
fit to the lLatter-day Salnts, because
in their hours of extremity. when
hungry, when destitute, when in need
of money. in need of clothing. and in
need of friends, they have gone to the
Lord with mighty falth and prayer
and have plead with Him for the help
that He alone could gilve, and in-
variably they have obtalned it. The
results are of the grandest descrip-
tion. Young men have grown up
here and gone on missions, and In
this manner have exercised falth and
proved the Lord. that He is a God
that hears and answers prayer, and
that He fulfits His promises to His
children. It has made the Latter-day
Raints capable of performing won-
derful works, because of this faith
that has been developed in them
through the experience to which I
now refer. The effect on the whole
people ¢an be meen. It i8 an effect that
has been oOperating for years upon
them. It was this experience that
made possible the settlement of these
valleys. The people who came here
eame with full confidence in God.
Everything looked dark and unfavor-
ahle., ‘There was nothing to encour-
age, nothine to insplre hope. except-
ing the faith they had in their bosoms
that God was watching over them,
and that He would hear and answer

thelr petitions—as He had done.
Their falth was not in wvain. He aid
hear their prayers, He 4ald look
down from heaven Iin mercy upon

them. He aid bless this 'and. He did
transform thia desert into a fruitful
field. He did bless the people wlith
courage, s8trength, endurance, pa-
tlence and fortitude to enable them
to bear »= under the trials that they
had to contend with.

This i3 2 new feature in “he earth at
the present time. Yet it is a feature
that has always been exhibited when
iod has had a people upon the earth.
The Prophets of old had that faith.
Saints of God in the days «af the
Bavior and H!s Apostles had that

kind of ralth, and by that faith mighty
works were accomplished. Paul, in the
11th chapter of his eplstle to the He-
brews, gives us an account of what
mighty things were done through
falth. It would be good for us to 1cad
it. It stimulates our faith; it shows
us that others have obtained power
with God through faith, and that it
ja possible for man, by obeying the
commandments of God, to obtain the
gifts and the blessings that disin-
guished the servants and people oi
God In ancient days from all who dil
not belleve in God.

That is one feature. We come now
to others. In anclent days lhey believed
that by being baptized by i man nav-
ing authority, after having repented of
their sins, they coul@ have thelr sing
remitted. In that day they submitted
to that ordinance, and then they had
hands lald upon them for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost. Suppose, as
many say, that the "Mormons™ are in
error In belleving this; is it not com-
forting to know that we are dolng the
very things, believing the very prin-
ciples, and submitting to the very
ordinances that the ancients beleved
and vielded to? When we meet them on
the other side,w!ll it not be a comfort to
say:

" We also were baptized; we also had
hands lald upon us for the reception
of the Holy Ghost, and we testified
too that we received it, just as you
did who lived in the first century. You
helleved in Apostles; so do we. You
believed In the gifts and graces of the
Gospel; 80 do we. You believed in the
gift of tongues and in the gift of in-
terpreting of tongues; we believe in
those gifts. You believed In the gift
of healing; s0 do we. You believed in
the gift of discerning of spirits; so
do we. You believed in the gift of wis-
dom; so do we, You belleved in the gift
of prophecy; a0 do we. We believe it
possible in our day, because we
have seen that gift poured out, as you,
our brethren, did In the first century.”

It-is a thought that comes to me very
often, what a Joyful meeting it will be
for us to visit with them. I expect to
meet with them:; I want to llve so that
I may llve with them—live with my
Savior. I expect to meet, and I expect
you to meet if you are all faithful,with
the Prophets and Apostles, and to sit
down and compare our experiencs with
theirs; to relate that which we have
endured, and that which we have wit-
nessed, the deliverance that God has
wrought out for us, and that which we
have passed through. I =ay I expect
that we will have that privilege, and
will it not be a glorious privilege?
WIIl 1t not be a heaven indeed to meet
with those with whom we c¢an com-
mune under such clrcumstances, whose
experience Is 80 similar to ours in
every respect? If there is a gift that
they had which we have not, we are
striving to obtain {t. If there I8 a
power which God bestowed upon them
that has not been bestowed upon us,
we are exercising faith to obtaln It
We are striving to have more revela-
tions from God, more of the gift of
prophecy, more of the gift of healing,
more of the gift of wisdom. We are
striving for every gift that is good—
and all gifts from God are good—be-
cause we want to be like our brethren
and Bisters who did obtain them
through faith and through obedience in
ancient days. They cannot relate any-

thing of this character to us,
nor we to them , without there
beng corresponding feellngs in
the breasts of both listener

and hearer. And when we meet our
Savior Himself—I think of it often—
our martyred Prophet,
Patriarch, our martyred brethren and
sisterse—will He not love them, will
He not crown them with glory?

our martyred i

in a lesser degree; they who ha

hated of the world, whose na.rnve: :iﬁ%
been cast out as evil, who haVe beemn
persecuted, and who have been alain .
for the word of God and the testimony
of Jesus—wili He not love them? TYexz.
He will, and He will crown them with
a martyr's crown, and with glory in
His presence. He wlll honor all who-
have been faithful in keeping His
commandments and in doing His will

This that the Latter-day Saints have
received is the Gospel of the Lord,
Jesus Christ. The Lord has sent It
down from the heavens in our day for
the express purpose of gathering out:
the honest in heart from great Baby-
lon, which shall fall after a 1littlc
while, and great will be the fall thereﬁ'
of. The Lord desires to save a rem:
nant from all nations, and hence Hist
gervants are commanded to go l'orth.
to every natlon to preach the (Gospel
and to bear testimony that these are,
the last days, that the end approache..
eth, that the coming of the Bavior fo
the second time, in power and in g‘reaa
glory, is near at hand. It iz a mes™
sage of warning to all; and all men
are told that If they will seek to God:
in the name of Jesus and ask Him
concerning the truth of this message,
they shall know for themselves, by
the outpouring of the Spirit of 'God‘
upon them, that the message is true,.
that God has sent these men to de-'
clare it, and that the facility with
which they travel is an evidence of
God’'s favor and willingness to aid
them in the proclamation of His mes- |
sage. As another evidence that this
is His wish, He pours out upon th%f
peopte in all lands His Spirit, and im
pels them to gather together in onet.-'
place, What a slght I8 to be seen in
these mountains! People who were of
almost every creed, at least in Christ-
endom; people trained@ in various-
schools; people speaking various lan-*
guages, all dwelling together in peace
and In love, animated by one spirit,
united by bonds that are stronger:
than death. What a sight! Who is
there that can contemplate it without
being filled with admiration and 54y~
ing, truly this is a great and marvel-
ous work! The like of it ecannot be
seen anywhere upon the face of the
earth.

And thig has been done by the
preaching of men whom the world de-
splse. They are not educateq as preach-.
ers; they have not attended theologi-
cal seminaries and graduated there- .
from. No, no; in many instances, plain:
stmple men, like the fishermen of Gali-
lee. But they have gome forth filled.
with the power of God, empowered and -
authorized by Him to declare this mes-
sage of salvation to the people. Ana-
everyone who has listened to it and re-
ceived It has had a testimony given to
him and to her of its truth.

Some talk about hierarchies, There
ig npo hilerarchy iIn the Chureh of
Christ. There i& no few men that have
the authority to say, “"We know this
and you do not; we are your superiors:
we stand at your head, and you musi
obey us.” Is there any such thing
among this people? Not in the least
and there never has been. '“Waell, but '
says one, "I thought you clanimed io«
have Prophets and Apostles, and thats
whenever they spoke the people had
to submit; that wyou Apostles and:
Prophets overned the people, and they-
do just as you tell them, or else they”
are condidered apostates.’

I know that this is a prevalent idea.
It prevalls everywhere where the peo-
ple are not known, Yet nothing more:
foreign to the truth could be stated
There is no such thing in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
There is this: The man who holds:
the keys and who presides over the.
Church stands as the representat|vel

They ! of the Lord Jesus, and through him

who have suffered as He suffered, only | the revelations of Jesus comie to the



