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THEtim following is spoken of as oleoue
of the ablest and most statesman-
likelike documents upon the woman
status question ever published in
anyiny cotcolcountry it wasi

introduced
byy miss sturge and adopted by the
national conferconferenceeliteeiloe of women
held at birmingham enenglandland
jan 2 1874

i I1

to the eightsight honorable welliamwilliamTVilliam
ewartzwart gladstone afM JP first
lard of derher Majenaje treasury

tileTIIETHE MEMORIAL or AND
purnieeuerle THE NATIONATIONALsalNAL SO-

CIETY foitrob SUFFRAGEI1

IN conference ASSEMBLED AT
birmingham JANUARYluyity 22

that your Memoria lists earnestly
desiredeslie to urge on the attention of
her Maje government thebusthe jus-
tice and expediency of abolishing

thoihothepie disability which precludes wo-
meninen otherwise legally qualified I1

fromfront voting in thetho election of mem-
bers of parliament

they submit that the disability
is anomalous inasmuch as it exists
only in respect to the parliamenta-
ry franchiseanchiseFi the electoral rights
of women have been from time im-
memorialanemorial equal and similar to
those of men in parochial and oth-
er ancient ffranchises and in the
3yearyeanir 1869 a wwasas passed
fi khith the sanction of the adminis
triiii t tionion of which you are the head
it turing abid confirming the rights
of ratepayersratepayers to the exercise
ofbf the municipal franchise

the electoral disability is fur-
ther anomalous because by the law
and constitution of this realm wo-
men are not disabled from the ex
ercisoenelse of political power writs
returning members to servoserve in the
housemouse of common signed by wo-
menastennitea as electors or returning offic-
ersers are now in existence and the
validity of suchsueh returns has never
been disputed women who were
li cirs to peeragespee rages and other digni-
ties exercised judicial jurisdiction
and enjoyed other privileges apper-
taining to such offices and lordshipslordships
without disability of sex the
highest political function known
to the constitution may be exer-
cised by a woman the principle
ahthatat wowomenmen may have political
power isis coeval with the brit-
ish constitution on the other
hand the practice of women taking
partinpart in voting at popular elections
is equally ancient in date and has
been restored and extended by the
abtilactionon of the present parliament
your Memoria lists therefore sub-
mit that to bring existing princi-
ple and practice into harmony by
removing the disability which pre-
vents women who vote in local
elections from voting in the elec-
tion of members of parliament
would be a step in the natural proa
cess of development by which inin-
stitutions while retaining the
strength and authority derived
from the traditions of the past and
preserving the continuity of the
national life continually undergo
such modifications as are needed in
order to adapt them to the exigen-
cies of the ago and the changed
condition ofmodern life

they also submit that the old
laws regulating the qualifications
of electors do not limit the fran-
chise to male persons that the laws
under which women exercised the
parochial franchise were couched in
the same general terms as those
regulating the parliamentary suf-
frage and that while the latter
were not expressly limited to men
the former were not expressly ex-
tended to women there is there-
fore a strong presumption that the
exclusion of women from the par-
liamentarylia suffrage was an infringe-
ment on their ancient constitu-
tional rights genderedleniendered pcspossiblesiblesibie in a
barbarous age by the comparative
weakness and smallness of the
numbers of persons affected by it
and continued until the exclusion
had become customary tilethe fran-
chise of women in local elections
has been from time to time under
judicial consideration and their
right to take part in such elections
has been repeatedly confirmed by
the judges during the arguments0in thesetiles cases the question of their
rirightnight1 lit to vote in the election of
1members of parliament was fre-
quently mooted and conflicting
opinionsophilons thereon incidentally ex-
pressed by various judges but the
matter was never iudicijudiciallyallyaily deci-
ded and no authoritativejudgment

was ever given against the right
until the year 1868 after the pas-
sing of two modern acts of parlia-
ment in 18621802 and 1867 the former
of which for the first time in eng-
lish ilhistoryory in terms limited the
franchise created by it to every

male person and the latter to
everymanevery man qualified under itsts pro-
visionsvisionslons your Memoria lists submit
that hadbad the question of tilethe right
of women to vote in the election of
members of parliament been raised
inin the law courtscourtundersunder the old stat-
utes which contain no reference to
sex and beformbefore the passing of the
limiting acts of 1862 and 1867 the
precedents which hadbad determined
the right in their favor in the con-
structionst of tilotile law as to the local
government must have been held
to apply to the case of quailqualifiednnedfled
freeholdersfreeli or others who claimed
the right as regards parliamentary
government

they submit alsoniso that even after
these limiting acts women had
reasonable grounds for claiming the
suffrage under the existing law
there is an act of parliament
which declares that in all acts
words importing thetho masculine
genderender shall be deemed and taken
Vto include females unless tilethe
contrary is expressly provided 11 tilethe
act of 1867 contained clauses im-
posing person liabilities and pecu-
niarymarywary burdens on certain classes of
ratepayersratepayers in these clauses as in
ththothe enfranchising clauses and
throughout the act words import-
ing thothe masculine gender were alone
used no provision was made that
these words should not include
femaless accordingly in enforc-
ing the act the extra liabili-
ties and burdens were imposed
on women ratepayersratepayers to many
of whom they caused grievousgrievous
hardship there was tthereforege
reason to expect that the enfran-
chising clauses would bear the same
interpretation inasmuch as they
were confessedly offered as anall
equivalent for the increased liabili-
ties but when the women who
hadbad been subjected to the liabilities
claimed their votes they found
that words importing the maseumascu-
line gender were held to include
women id tilothe clauses imposingir
burdens and to exclude them in
the clauses conferring privileges in
one and thetile samosame act of parlia-
ment

tillsthis kind of injustice was shown
in a marked manner in the case of
certain women ratepayersratepayers of
bridgewater who in fa memorial
addressed to you in 1871 set forth
the grievance of most heavy and
unjust taxation which was levied
on ththemL ll11 in common with the
other ahtihouseholderseliell of that
chased borough for the payment of
a prolonged commission respectingpoliticalpolitical bribery the memorial
ests felt it to be unjust and oppres-
sive inasmuch as not exercising
the franchise nor being in any way
directly or indirectly concerned in
tilethe mal practices which led to the
commission they were ne
less required to pay not jesslessess than
three shillings in the pound ac-
cording to their rental to that
memorial you caused a reply to be
sent through mr secretary bruce
statinstating that it was not in the pow-
er 0off gthee secretary of state to ex-
empt women owning or occupyoccupyingin
property from the local and im-
perial taxation to which that pro-
perty is liable while fully ad-
mitting this your Memorialists beg
to represent that it is in the power
of the lelegislature to secure to wo-
men thothe votevotoote which their property
would confer along with its liabil-
ity to local and imperial taxation
were it owned or occupied by men

they submit that this concession
has recently been granted in res-
pect to local taxation and that if
justice demands that women should
have a voice in controlling the
municipal expenditure to which
their property contributes justice
yet more urgently demands that
they should have a voice in con-
trolling the imperial expendexpendituretu ie to
which the same property is liable
tilethe local expenditure ot the coun-
try amounts to about
the imperial expenditure toto aboutabout

annually if therefore
tiletiie matter be regarded as one of
taxation only the latter hotelsvotevoto is of
more importance than the former
local government deals with men
and women alike ind knows no
distinction betweebetwco odeodoo do and fe-
male ratezate payers but imperial
government deals matliithath meninen and
women on difdlfdifferent principles andaud
in such a manner that whenever
there is any distinction made in the
rights privileges and protection
accorded to them respectively the
difredifferencerencerenoe lsis aldayaalways against women

and always in favor of men they
believe this state orof things is a
natural result of the exclusion orof
women from representation and
that it will be found impracticable
to amend it until women are ad-
mitted to a share in controlling thethie
legislature

by the deprivation of the parlia-
mentary vote wwomenomen in the pur-
chase or rerentingliting of property obtain
less for their money than men in
a Bill which passed the house of
commons last session provision
was made for the amalgamation in
one list of the municipal and par-
liamentarylia register of electors in
that list it appeared that the same
house the same rent and the same
taxes conferred on a man thetile dou-
ble vote in municipal and parlia-
mentary government and oilon a wo-
man the single vote only and that
the less honorable and important
one when the occupation of a
house is transferred from a man to
a woman say to the widow olof the
former owner that home loses the
privilege of representation in the
imperial government though its
relationsrelation with the con-
tinue unaltered there havehavo been
various societies formed with a view
to enable persons to acquire por-
tions of landed or real property
partly for the sake of the vetevoto at-
tached to such property should a
woman purchase or inherit suchsueh an
estate the vote which has been
one important consideration in de
crermining the value would be lost

through her legal disability to ex-
ercise it

the deprivation of the votovote isig a
serious disadvantage to women in
the competition for farms A caecase
is recorded of one estate in suffolk
from which seven widows have
been ejected who if they had pos-
sessed votes would have been con-
tinued as tenants A sudden ejec-
tion often means ruin to a family
who have sunk capital in the land
and it is only too probable that no
day passes without the occurrence
of some such calamity to some un-
happy widow who but for the
electoral disability might have re-
tained the home and the occupation
by which she could have brought
up her family in comfortcolfot and inde-
pendencependence

besides this definite mannermanncr inin
which the electoral disability in-
jures women farmers it has a more
or less directly injurious influence
on all self dependent women who
maintain themselves and their
families bby other than domestic
labor A disability the basisbasia 0
which is the presumed mental or
moral incapacity of the subject of
it to form a rational judgment on
matters swithin the ordinary ken of
human intelligence carries with it
a stigma of inferiority calculated to
cause impedimentto the entrance
on or successful prosecution of any
pursuit demanding recognized abil-
ity and energy tillsthis presumed
incapacity is probably the origin of
the general neglect of the educa-
tion of women which is only now
beginning to be acknowledged and
the absence of political power in the
neglected class renders it difficult
if not impossible to obtain an ade-
quate share for girls in the applica-
tion of educational funds and en-
dowmentsdowments so lo10longionging as women are
specially excluded from control
over their parliamentary represent-
ativesat ve8 so50 long will their interests
be ppostponed to the claims of those
who have otesvotes to give and while
parliament shall continue to de-
clare that the voices of women are
unfit to bebetokenbetakentaken into account in
choosing members of the legisla-
turetare the masses of men will con-
tinue to act as if their wishes opin-
ions and interests were undeserv-
ing of serious consideration

it is now nearly two years since
you in your place in the house of
commons said that the number of
absolutely self dependent women
is increasing from year to year and
that the progressive increase in thetile
number ofsuehsuch women is a very se-
rious fact because those women aroare
assuming thetile burdens that belong
to men and you stated your belief
that when they are called upon to
assume those burdens and to un-
dertake the responsibility orof provi-
ding for their own subsistence they
approach the task under greater
difficulties than attach to their
more powerful competitors Yyourour
memoria lists therethereforefoierolo ask boutoyou to
aid women in overcoming these
difficulties by assisting to place
them politically at least oilon a level
with those whom you designate as

their more powerful competitors
ono of the greatest hindrances in

the path of seifself dependent women
is the opposition shown by mem-
bers of many trades and professions

to women who attempt to engage
in them the medical and

authorities of the
sity of edinburgh have successfully
crushed the attempt of a small
band of lady students to qualify
themselves for the medical profes-
sion and the same spirit of trades
unionism is rife in thetile industrial
community A few months ago
tilethe printers of manchester learn-
ing that a few girls were practicingpractising
typesettingtype setting and endeavoring to
earn a little money thereby in-
stantly passed a rule ordaining a
strike in the shop of anynay master
printer who should allow type set
up by women to be sent to his
machimaehlmachinesnesneg to be worked at tiletilo
present time in a manufacturing
district in yorkshire where tiletiiethere
are broad and narrow looms
at the former of which much more
money can be earncarnedthe men refuse
to allow women to work at the broad
looms though they are quite able
to manage themthemy because the work
is considered tooteo remunerative for
women at nottingham there is
a particular machmachineineatat which very
high wages cancall be earnedat which
wawomenamen nowow work and the meninch in
order atoto drive women out of such
profitable employment have insist-
ed on the masters taking no more
women on but as those at present
employed leave supplying their
places by men A master manu-
facturerfac reports we have ma-
chines which women can manage
quite as well or better than men
yet they are not permitted by a
selfish combination of the strong
against the weak these are only
ssamplesamples of tiletilo cases that are con-
stantly occurring of successful at-
tempts to drive women out of re-
munerativemunera tive occupations your me-
moria

me
lists submit that women

would be more able to resist such
attempts if they had the protection
of the suffrage and that men
would bobe less likely to be thus ag-
gressivegressive and oppressive if they had
learned to regard womenworden as their
political equalequals

besides thether restrictions on thetile
industrial liberties of women efiefleeec
ted by combinations of men there
aroare existing and proposed legisla-
tive restrictions from which men
are exempt and which exercise a
powerful influence on the market
for their labor for the coming
session we have the proposal fur-
ther to limit their hours of paid la-
bor in factories and to place other
restrictions on their labor in shops
also a proposition to place married
women on the footitfootingig of halfbalf tim
ers without here expressing ananyy
opilopinionllonilon as to the wisdom of these
proposals we urge that members of
the house of commons Nwouldouid be
more capable of dealing with them
in a just and appreciative spirlspirittitif
they were responsible for their votes
to the persons whose interests are
directly concerned andnud whose lib-
erties they are asked to curtail and
further that it is a grave question
how far it is safe to trust the indus
trial interests of women jas a class
to the irresponsible control of tilethe
men who have manifested to indi-
viduals and to sections of working
women the spirit indicated by the
examples we have cited

in the same speech you spoke of
a state of the law in which the bal-
ance is generally cast too much
against lomenwomen andind too much in
favor of men since you directed
your attention to this matter you
have not been led either to intro-
duce or to assist others who have
introduced measures to amelameiameliorate
the state of the law respecting wo-
men and such proposals have been
unable to win consideration from
parliament your Memoria lists
cannot believe that this neglect
has arisen from want of a desire on
your part to dealdeai with the griev-
ances under which you have ad
bitted that your countrywomencountrywomancountrywomen
butierbufler they are therefore ledlid to tilethe
conclusion that you have been un-
able to take into consideration the
affairs of an
owing to the preoccupation of par-
liament with the concerns of those
to whom it is directly responsibleyou stated that the question
was to devise a method of eiaabling
wowomenillrilen to exercise a sensible influ-
ence without undertaking personal
functions and exposing themselves
to personal obligations inconsistent
with the fundamental particulars
of their condition as women and
that tilethe objection to thoth personal
attendance of women at elections
was in your mind an objection of the
greatest force they respectfully
submit that the exercise of the mu-
nicipal franchise involves the per-
sonal atenattendancedarleedailee of women at the
polls and that since your words
were uttered Jchanges halve been otef

fectea which render the process of
voting absolutely identical for mu-
nicipal and
and thetile whole proceeding perfectly
decorous and orderly expeapexperienceermence
haslias proved that women can votetote at
municipal elections without preju-
dice to tiletiie fundamental particulars
of their condition as womenwomen what-
ever these may be and thisthis ex-
perienceperience shows that they may
vote in parliamentary elections
without the smallest personal
prejudice or inconvenience the
school board elections hhaveave
also shown that women can
appeal to large constituencies and
go through the ordeal of public
meetingsmeeting addresses and questions
from electors to which men must
submit who seek the sunsuffrages of a i

great community without any
sacrifice of womanly dignitydiguidI1

1 orr of
the respect alidand consideration ac-
corded to their position and their j

sex they therefore submit that I1 i

events have obviated tilethe objections
you entertained in 1871 to the pro-
posal to give representation to wo-
men and that thetile course taken by
the administration over which you
preside in assenting to the exten-
sion of the municipal and school
board franchise to them and call-
ing them to the public functions of
candidatescandidate sandand mem hereof school
boards and lastly ofcf securing the
passing ofaof a law which renders the
processrecess of voting silent and Fsecretecreteavehave taken away rillall reasonable
grounds for objecting on the score
of practical inconvenience to the
admission of women to the exercisoercito
of a vote which they would have
toto give in precisely the same man-
ner but not nearly so often as
those votes which they already de-
liver

it has been said that there is nei-
ther

dol-
ther desliedesire nor demand for tho
measure and furtherfurt lierller that women
do not care for and would not use
the suffrage if they possessed it
but the demand for the parliamen-
tary franchise is enormously greater
than was the demand for the mu-
nicipal franchise and for the school
board fifl anchise there was no ap-
parent call yet these two meas-
ures were passed purely on their
merits and it was not heldheid to be
necessary to impose on their pro-
moters over and above thetile obliga-
tion to make out their case the
condition that a majority of the
women of england or of a par-
ticular district should petition
for the proposed bion Eexperi-
ence proved the wisdom andjusand jus-
tice of this course for although
women throughout the country
had tokentaken no active part in agitat-
ing for the municipal franchise no
sooner waswai the privilege accorded
than they freely availed themselves
of it and statistics obtained from
some of the largest boroughs in thetile
kingdom showchov that from the first
year in which women possessed the
suffrage they have voted in about
equal proportion with men to the
number of each on the reregister9isterlster
the parliamentary vote is more
honorable and important than the
municipal vote it is therefore safe
to conclude that women who value
and use the latter will appreciate
and exercise the fornormerformer us soon as
it shall be bestowed upon themyour Memoria lists submit that
great injustice and injury is done
by debarring these women from a
voting power which there is such
strong presumptive ground for be-
lieving that they would freely ex-
ercise but for the legal restraintyour Memoria lists are especially
moved to call your attention to the
urgency of the claim at the present
time when a bill extendinga the
application of tilethe principle of
household suffrage is about to bobe
proposed to parliament which bill
received last year such expressions
of approval from members of her
11Majeliesijes gogovernmentvern ment as to lead to
the belief that they are willing to
take the proposal into serious con-
sideration they submit that thetile
claimclatin and the beedneed for representa-
tion of women householders is even
momore repressingpressing than that of agri-
culturalI1 laborers the grievances
under which women t are
equally great and the demand for
tilethe franchise has been pressed by a
much greater number of women
and for a much longer pernodperiod
of time than in the case of
county householders now ex-
cluded tifethe number of persons
who petitioned last session for thetile
county franchise bill and fertilefornor the

disabilities bill respect-
ively were for the former 1889 and
forstthe latter 22 the latter
bill has received most influential
support from both sides of thetile
house and more votes have been
recorded in its favorfavol than bea


