THE DESERET WEEKLY.

14p

*God, untempted forever by evil, and
where the tender heart need never hesi-
tate to bestow its full wealth of affection,
for neither death nor change can snatch
away the object of its love.

Some there are who, it may be, dis-
believe a life beyond the tomb, but to
such as believe corroborative evidence
of their faith is always acceptable and
interesting. It is with this idea that I
give the following strange and some-
what grotesque experience of a fellow
towhsman,

It hardly can be called an adventure,
but, to the writer, seems quite as thrill-
tng as reality, and | can testify to the
truthfulness, the quiet, unostentatious
honor of this man and woman who de-
clare, in words of soberness, thalt the
following is true:

Brother and Sister Morrill were re-
turning to their home in southern Utah
from a trip to Salt Lake, where they had
just been sealed to each other in the
Lord’s House. It was in the latter end
of February, 1874 and as the days were
short they drove well into the night that
they might the more speedily reach
their destination. Every evening the
faithiul mules jogged on, never lurning
-aside or stopping except at the command
of their driver. Upon this occasion the
man and his wife bad, as usual, tucked
themselves well under the wagon cover,
to keep outthe bitter cold, leaving the
team to pick their way alone. Suddenly
it was noticed that they turned aside.
Brother M. looked out. They were
traveling close by a bend in the Sevier
river near what is now known as Aurora,
but then called Willow Bend, about five
miles south ol Salina, Sevier county.
At a short distance from the river bank
and just ahead of our travelers,was secn
a camp fire, somewhat smouldering, and
surrounded by about ten ¢ora dozen
campers. These were very loquacious
and merry, and stratigely udmindful of
the sharp, stinging frost. Being a
stranger and diffident, Brother M. did
mot join them but decided to camp just
where the team had turned out. It was
s0 cold, however, that having merely
tended to the latter, he and his wife re-
tired without making a fire, drawing the
wagon cover well down to keep oul the
intense cold.

There they lay all night listening to
the revelry, the conversation, the jest,
the shout, the [aughter of the merry-
makers, wondering how they could be
so comfortable in such a lrosty night
With nothing to warm them but a
smoldering camp fire. Now they would
caich sounds that bespoke the English
tongue spoken by white men; then they
would hear a doggerel that betrayed the
Indian voice and speech, Here camea

orseman, singing gaily a song of which
the listeners could distinctly hear every
word and note, and, flying swiftly past
them, rode down tothe river’s bank and
seemed 1o be reconnoitering the dis-
tance. - There came sounds of white
men driving herds of cattie, the shout-
ing of the drivers and the patter of the
ammals’ hoofs upon the bard, rough,
frozen ground being perfectly distinct
and natural.

The night was thus passing with every
sound of merriment and evidence of
active, vigorous life. The two were
interested listeners almost the whole
night and even the mules signified their
Interest and attention by their whinny-
ing, inatteutiom to their food, and some-

times by their frightened efforis to break
away.

At last, toward morning, the two fell
asleep and were awakened by the heavy
rattling of wagons as if several pairs
might have bheen coupled together and
each pair of wagons pulled by several
teams. The shout of the driver, the
crack of the whip and the loud rattling
of the heavy wagons over the rough,
frozen road awakened Brother M. and
thinking that perhaps his wagon was in
the way he sprang up and looked out to

,apologize

But, lo! nothing was there but the
frozen river, and the willows on its
bank; the bright sun and the clear,calm,
blue sky!

Astonisked, e examined his environ-
ments, but there was no lttle heap of
ashes to show that even a éamp fire had
been made; no crushed clods in the road
nor on the roadside to tell that here had
passed herds of cattle, horsemen and
loaded wagons; fiot a sign of human
footsteps, revelry or even of recent
existence. The snow covered ground
erhibited no trace or mark, and as the
night bad been cloudiess and crisp the
snow had not over-laid any new made
track.

Had these been mere phantoms in
Brother M's brain? His wife and even
his mules bad, shared the delusion
What, then, were the phantoms thus
both seen and lLeard? What could it
mean,—those strange, unreal beings
whose actions seemed yet so real that
the listeners had never dreamed of aoy-
thing but rhat they were morlals like
themselves, as they lay listening to their
performances throughout the night.

As Brother M. stopped in Monroe the
following night, his hostess informed
him that the night ot thatstrange revelry
was, as near as she could remember, the
anoiversary of the assassination of a
certain young acquaintance of hers who
had been despatched by Indians in the
neighborhiood of Willow Bend, and
suggested that what Brother M. had
seen and heard was, perhaps, a weird
celebration of that event.

Brother M. says that certain he is
that to himself and his wife the sight
and sounds were real, though the morn-
ing sun dissipaled the revelers and his
eyes of flesh saw them no more and his
heart failed to comprenend their mean-
ing. Ruey LasmonT,

CirCLEVILLE, UTan, Jan. 4, r8gs.

WEBER STAKE CONFERENCE:

e

O@pEN, Utah, Jso. 14, 1895.—The
geople of thia HBtake of Zion f{eel
leeply the neva of « Binke Loues ot
sufficlent capacity to sccommodate the
va8. BuUsdiences who cunvene here at
conferences and other specinl occaslone,
Many of the peoply who ovme to
aitend our Stake gatnerings are ynable
to yuln admission to the bullding, and
arejn cooeequencs thereof much disap-
opiuted nt being deprived of the rich
luptructiozs whiuh sare fmparted on
suCh oocarlons.

The Webar 8iake conterence con-
vened In the laberoucle un Bunday

mruiocg. By teo olcluck the house’

wus filled and seon thereafter sea:
were at & premlumn, and etandlog room
wag scarcely attniusble. The nuilding
was Whoroughiy packed notwithstand-
log the icclemeuoy of the weatber.

'Phere were present of the Aposties, F.

D. Richards, Brigham Young, John
W. Taylor; also Eider Andrew Jen-
s.n, the Siake presidency, members of
the High Counct], Bishops and a great
number of leading Elders, ate. A f(ter
the cpening hymu by the choir,prayer
was ottered by Hisbop T, J,. Bleveus,
Preslnent Bburtli then made & few
oprntug remnrke. Herepresented the

Stake to bein good eonditlon, The
Balnts in tue several wards were
ilberul, {re- aud open hearted. They

were endeavoring to live in peace and
to cuitivete the Bprit ot the Lord. Tbe
pool amoug the m were tuken care of
swod their oegessities provided for, The
sabbath scbools were Jo excellent con-
dition—they are luatitutlvns of which
we [eel justly proud, aud thaukiul to
Gou for the progress they are making
10 the kpowledge of the Guepel of
Jesus (Chriet. The Presidency, High
Council, Bishopr and leadiog Elders
vieil them and take great interest in
thelr wellare.

All the autboritles of the Btake are
united and work in  bharmony to-
gether (o promote the material, moral
wud epiritual growtbh of the peuple.
A pumber of popils bave been seat to
Provo and have the required course of
1wustruction io the pormal scbool; and
the Sunday schools At home are now
enjoying the benetits of their 1abors,

The verlous localities aod jostitm.
tions of the wards are in good condl-
vub and are doiog a good work among
the youth and the uged. The pres
Jdency are heartily supported by the
couflyence of the people in the 8ake.

Eider Brigham Youog then ad-
Jdressed the meeting. He expressed
uis plessure for the priviiegs o being
present oo this vgoasion, lor he found
wbut the Bpirit of God was here snd
that the Salnts are progressing in the
kpowledge of Glod. The Lalter-day
Beiuta tench and practice sound doo-

irines, apd they have that [ailb
apd bope apd confidence In (God
Lhat no other people eujuy.

I'be people of the world caonol epuure
sound wuoolrine, avd therefore they
Oave beeo given 0ver to strong delu-

‘slune aod falee influences wuich bave

&ept them in bondage and ein, Toey
usuootl wvoderstand the prioolples of
the Ltrue Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
«enerally have no desirs to investigate
them. He spoke of the Lamanites
apong whom bhe had traveied much
apd preacned, and said the time was
uot far di-tant when thourands of them
will gome {o a knowledge of thelr jure-
futhere, recelve the Gospel and become
a delignisome people of the Lord, apd
will be tuentiffied within the Church
and Elugdom of (God.

He aiso spoke ot the Importance of
temple work fuor the wsslvation of the
dead, sand exhoried ihe Sainta tu be
svnergetic nod earpest in the performs
apce uf it, He oclveed with &n
vxhortation he true, faithiul aod
earneet io the servicsor G ..

Io the afternoon Elder O. F. Mid-
djeton maue tne vpenlog prayer. The
Buuramsol was theu sdaiostered,
atter whioh Elfer Johu W, Paylur de-
fivered an Impressive discourss oo the
eigne of the lUimes &8 foretolid wy the
Buvior. He read the 24 and part of
the 25.h chapter of 81, Matthew. He
snjd wbe predictious spoken of In theee
soripiures are haviug & literal fuiull-
menl. Weeseeaud hear of (amiues,
peatilences, vArtLquakes, wars apu ru-



