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REFORMED CHURCH anniversary
Beginbeginningnin9 on sunday last and end-

ing tomorrow wednesday the
anniversary of the organization of01 the
reformed church in the united states
is being celebrated in various parts
of the country and especially in phila-
delphia the springfield republican
in discussing the occasion says john
philip boehm the founder of the
church is the patron saint so to speak
he started the reform church about
1725 though he had not been ordained
to the ministry in three places where
he organized consistoriesconsiconsiststoriesorles in falkner
swamp skippackSkippack and white marsh
montgomery county pentpennsylvaniasylvania
very rustic names and very forbidding
ones for swamps and marshes are not
just the places one would look for as
the foundation of lasting fabrics
nevertheless falkner swamp exists
today as the oldest reformed congre-
gation in the united statesstate it was
however michael a switzer
from st gall who called together the
first general convention of the german
churches of pennsylvania in 1747 at
that time and for almost fifty years
after the reformed church in this
country was dependent on the church
in holland and it was known as the
dutch reformed indeed it is scarce-
ly twenty years since the name was
dropped by influential churches in new
york and other places the reformed
church in 1896 numbered mem-
bers

A CASE OPOF WINDMIND PRESENCE

regular readers will recall the sink-
ing of the steamer tasmania plying
between sydney and Aucklanda couple
of months aabago it was on a clear night
july that she struck on a rock
not marked on the sailing charts of
course there was great excitement
among the passengers on board
all who hadbad gone to bed being aroused
by the shock and some consternation
was manifested by the crew at this
critical juncture the presence of mind
of one of the passengers was displayed
in a most signal and effective way
while the officers were getting the
boats ready a mr porter sat down at
the piano in the saloon and began to
play and sing the cheerful bit of
heroism so wrought upon the downcast
and anxiouss spirits of his fellows that
they joined him in the singing and
awaited the launching of the boats
with patience and calmness even the
women and children never uttered a
whimper by this time order was re-
stored among the crew and they set-
tled down with real courage to

the work in hand both stewards
and stewardesses behaved splen-
didly providing life belts blankets
food and water for each boat
the captain stayed on board till the
last handing biscuits and oranges down
to the boats which were attached by a
I1lightight line to the vessel the water was
just reaching the saloon on the main
deck when he was persuaded to leave
down the vessel then went but not a
soul was left on board the nerve and
steadiness of one man hidhad converted
what certainly would have been a
horror into a narrow but still sufficient
escape for every one from a watery
grave

IS TICHBORNE FOUND

an echo of the famous tichborne
trial in england which stirred the civil-
ized world a quarter of a century ago
comes across the seas now to the effect
that lady tichborne wife of the pres-
ent baronet has sailed for australia
to attend the trial of the claims of a
man who under the name of cresswell
was for a long time confinedeonfined in a luna-
tic asylum the result of the famous
case in london was the conviction of
the claimant arthur orton asan im-
poster and fraud but the real sirroger was never found nor was the
mystery cleared up as to what had be-
come of him it is now said that the
evidence going to show the identity of
CresscresswellCresswweleU with the missing nobleman
is quite overwhelming that the titled
lady should have felt it necessary to go
to the antipodes to further investigate
the matter shows how serious the
claims of cresswell are the latter itmay be said is an ex mutineer

the new york sun is not given to
mincing phrases especially when the
occasion calls for a reference to your
uncle john bull here isin a sample
paragraph anent great britainaBritains in-
activity with reference to turkish
atrocities

england the pigeon livered white
lipped coward among nations the
truculent bully and herself assassin of
the feeble the cringing boot licking
flunkeyflankey of the strong looks on impas-
sive at the crucifixion of the people
done under the protection of her pirate
flag for during more than seventy
years her career has been one of un-
broken piracy whether by sea or land
a piracy directed however only
against the weak and helpless during
all of which time she has not looked
one military nation in the eye tutbut to
brag and bluster and back down
to the turk she is an object only of
contempt to europe the pantaloon of
pantomime whose broad expanse of
seat invites the wooden sword of every
harlequin

A literary journal calls attention to
the concluding portion of president
McKinmckinlessleys letter to the queen regent
of spain introducing our nenew minis-
ter and suggests how completely the
meaning of the amiable words might
be changed if it were not torfor careful
punctuation these words are god
preserve your majesty from your
maje good friend william mc-
kinley the reader only needs im-
agine the omission of the period or the
substitution of a comma in place there-
of after the word majesty in the
above quotation

this suggests in I1a way the clever
conclusion of a famous letter dated
more than a hundred years ago and
addressed to a nobleman of the then
mother country the ending waswaa as
follows your are my countcountryerys en-
emy and

I1 am yours
B FRANKLIN


