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he will not succeed in keeping tbe
news {fom American newsapaper enter-
prise. The public here, naturally In-
terested in the affairs of the struggling
islandere, will be all the more eager to
Enow what ls golng op, and it i»s
reasonahly certain that for every
news-gatherer that ia expelled others
wll] De founnd both willlng snd able to
take the work up. General Weyler
evidently has all he can do in sup
pressing the urmed rebellion; if at the
same time he undertakes a war against
the prese of & free sountry, he s llkely
tp find that he bas overestimated both
his ability snd his resources,

THE TWO-THIRDS RULE,.

An element that adds much to the
.uncertainty as to the ametlon of the
Deniocratic national conventlon in
Chlcago next July ~— uncertsinty
which ls alfeady profonnd enough
without any addltions whatever—ie
the facl that the myeting wlll have be-
fore 'H. the tlme-honored rule that a
two-thirde majority of the delegates s

negessary to a neminatlon. O!f course
there Is no good reason-—certalnly no
good Democratlc reasgon—why the wlll
of thé majority should not be allowed
to govern, without requiring that the
majority be overwheiming; but every
four years since 1832 the parly's con-
ventione have adopted the two-thirda
rule as & matter of course, and If it has
not come to he looked upon &s the
common jaw of the party in Its nom-
inatlog comventions, it has at least
crept into a8 mighty precedent.

The rule was Hrst adopted at the
Baltimore conventioc ipo 1832, belng
presented by a North Usarolloa dele-
gate named Bsaunders in the form of
the following resolution:

Resolved, Tuat each alale be entitled in
the nomiuaiion to be made for the Vice
Presidency to » number of votes eqoal to
the number that they will be entuled to
In the electoral colleres under the new
apportionment in voilng for President
and Vice President, and that two-lhirda
of 1hg whole number of votes in 1he con-
ventfon shall be necessary to conslitute a
chojen.

This will be seen lo embody not
only the two-thirds rule, but aleo the
unlit rale as to the volce of the respect-
jve ptater, Both propositions seemed
{air and feaslhle, lor It waes recognized
that conventions mt that time and
prior thereto had been In fact mass
conventione—In thoee daya of difficuit
tiamaportation facilities the states re-
mote sent but one or two delegates lo
Tepresent them, while those nearer,
like Virginla, Penneylvania, Dolaware,
New Jersey and Marylana, sent large
numhbers, Besides, It wap argued that
puch a rule would lend weight to a
nomination and that Jlastead of
thwartlng a majority it would
strengthen it. There was hard-
ly ‘any oppoeltlon to the nom-
nee presented, so the role went
through without opposition. Four
years Iater the same telegate offered
the same resolution and alter being
vigorously discussed It was agaln
‘edopted, the oppos.Lion beieg appeased
with the statement that the rule waa
uot to be aonsldered » precedent. The

pspe thiog oogurred apd the esme o

planation waes made at the convention
in 1840, Then came the famous Bal-
timord convVention of 1844, when Van
Buren was defeated for the nomina-
tion, and Poik as a dark horse obtalned
it, by the workings of Mr. Baunders’s
little rule which he agajn presented
and succeeded inhaving adopted, A nd
80 on right up to date.

It will readily be conceived that this
rule, whileltis In no eense binding
upon the delegates who will meet in
Chicago in the early part of Juiy,
will still] come before them clothed
with muoch prestige and many evi-
dences of prpularity, How much of a
stumhling block It msy appear to the
various eandidates and thelr friends,
ae weil ss to the factions that will
Lstruggle for supremacy in the wording
of the financial plank in the party’s
platform, may also be surmised with-
out much mental effort,

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS,

Liast Bunday the Tahernacls In thias
city was occupled hy the Btuke SBunday
school conference. INotwithstanding
the inclemenoy of the weather, the
forenoon weeting, beld at a timwe
when the schools are usually in Bes-
sion, was attended by a Iarge congrega-

tion ofthe children, much larger than
that of the adulte who braved the
storm in the afternoon. If the weather

had been fine, the Tabernsacle
coufd not have accommodated

all the chlldresm in the fore-
noon. The attendepce su:gests

the magoitude ot the Sunday schoo!
work hete, in the number thatare re-
ceiving Inetruction each Sabbath
merning; snd what is said of the 8all
Liake Stake in that respect may be sald
of every Stake of Zion.

With the next Sabbatb mornlng,
these children and the corps of Jevotey
ieschers will gather again in their
various meeting houases v engage ip
regular exercices. And uLow we want
to euggest to very many people here
who express & deslre to extend thelr
own labors for good, that the oppor-
wanlty s right belore them. DMany of
these people never think of altending
Sunday school, perhaps because they
do not feel they are neaded there um
teachers; but if they would add their
presence tothe echool, the instruction
that comes hy rorce of thelr exampie
would be of vastly more henefit thap
many expressed wishes to do gocd now
are, There is a great missiooary field
among the young, that these may
obtain proper training, and falih-
tul missionaries can find plenty
to do., The harvest truly is great, hut
the laborers are few; there might be
more of the latter furntshed hy Saints
of mature age, of both sexes, to Bup-
day schools.

In this connection there may be an-
other suggestion to those engaged in
these schools. It is that as Church
members a8 meeting whlch they are
apeclally required to attend le the regu-
Jar Bacrament meetlog In the ward.
Every SBabuvath school teacher pnould
teach by example,as wellas by precept,
the neceseity of observing that rule;
they should be sg religiously gareful to
attend Sacrament meetings as they are

the Eg_gdu? n?hgols? wb|§sh some of

them do not m'ss from one year’s end
to the olher; ithe children under their
care should be taught to do the eame,
and the exeample of their leader in ob-
retving the counzel of the Liord will be
all the more potent. The Bunday
schools purht to have a larger attend-
ance of heads of families, both fathera
and mothers; and Bundey school
workers and cnildren should not fail to
enjoy 1he gpecial hlessings of the
Church Sacrament mestings,

RESPONSE TO “'A SUBSCRIBER.”

€A subseriber’ of the NEWS, writ-
ing from Springdale, Utah, sends the
tollowing:

Please acawer In your colomns:

1st, Where can the siatement of Wil-
liam M. Daniels be found, outside ot
Churoh works, with regard to the young
rufian who atlempted to sever the
Prophet'™s head when bo fell from the
window of the jaii?

There is an article in the December 9th,
1895, number of the Exeter Times,
clipped from the Chicago Times, by B.
W. Richmond, who claims to have
been 8n eye-wilness (o the trage-
dy., Mr. Richmond went Lo the
Neuvno house, where Joseph Smih
was polnted out to him quietlly
smoking a cigar, This ia hrought as an
argument against the Word of Wisdom
bere by one individual, and if we can gei
some evidence to refute such irom you it
will be a benefit to our young. The
article In the main Is very fajr, but, like
Satan, it scems ho has told ninety-nine
truths in order io make the people be-
liove one lie. The'letier states that the
Prophet was a banker, kerpt a hotel and
had nearly 1,000 acres of land under
oultivation at the time of his death. It
also savs that therc was no violence
nffered his persou aftsr the body fell from
the window.

In what year and what number of the
DESERET Nkws WEEKLY will David
Whiumer's last testimony be tfound?
Also, can it be found in any work other
than Church publications? .

Please answer theabove and oblige.

The slatemept made by Willlam
Danlels, which appears in a little work
called The Mariyrs waa first puh!lshed
in pamphlet torm by Mr, Danlels
bimseli, in Iilinols, many years ago.
Its chiel statements were corroborated
in a letter to an Illinole paper by Wm.
Weh, also referred toin The Martyre.
The probability ie that those who look
any interest in the Daniels narrstive
and who were opposed to the Church
would prefer to have it tuppressed
rather than otherwire, hence there
would be notbiog uousuasl jn ite not
being found outpide vf Church poblica-
tions, except In the pamphlet we have
referred te. We wonld have régardea
it as remarkable for any antagonistic
paper to give 1t epace, since it contalne
items that the Ilitnois anti-Mormons
apecially desired sht uld nuvt be diesem-
inated smong the public.

Astothe B. W, Richwond article
referred to, Dr. Richmond has written
much about the martyrdom and the
scenes which followed it. He was an
eye-witness to mapy of the latter, but
he was not An eye-witness to the
tragedy. In the Times article he
probably dres semswhat on his
ymagination, and alee relied eome un
the information oblalned from others;

but ig the maly ;lg tel'a the sad stor,



