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DOINGS OF CONGRESS.

Dec. 16th, in the Senate, Mr. Lane, of Indi-
ana, presented a memorial from the Snciete'
of Friends (at their yearly meeting) for Indi-
ana and Eastern Illinois, asking that hereatter
all differences with foreign powers be referred
to the arbitrament of some foreign power,
which was referred,

Mr, King j}rﬂented a petition that the lands
of convicted traitors be awarded to soldiers,
and alse to abolish all fees and perquisites of
office, which was referred. ’

The bill to promote the efficienty of the
Dead Le:ter Office, was taken up and passed.

The bill for the protection of overla:d emi-
grants to Califorma and Oregon, was taken
up and passed.

The unfinished business of yesterday, which
vas the contested seat of Kansas, was taken
up. The question being the motion of Mr.
Clark to strike out the word “not” in the
resolution of the committee on judiciary, that
I[ir. Lane was not entitled to his seat.

Mr. McDougal (Cal.) opposed the amend-
reit. He contended that the President had
& uthuri}r.ly under a power to suppress insurrec-
tion. e thought the Senator from Kansas
Liad attempted to exercise military and legis-
lative power at the same time, and, in fact, he
b:ad no right to a seat in the Senate.

Mr. Lane said he had refused to accept the
cfice on the 22d of July. He referred to the
contest in Kansas with Mr. Stanton for the
Senatorsbip, and said that four days after he
was elected, the Governor, whom he had over-

thrown, and bis contestant wh-om he had beat- |

en, declared the seat vacant.

A vote was finally taken on Mr. Clark’s
motion to strike out the word “not,” which
resulted, ayes 24, nays 16.

Mr. Dixon offered a resolution, that the

usual mileage be allowed the contesting mem- | the States for supplies furnished their respec- |

ber, whbich was laid over.
The Senate went
after which it adyourned.

In the House, on the 16th, Mr. Dunn, from | braska, it was resolved 1{

the militari committee, reported a bill, which
passed,authorizing and directing the Secretar

cf War to furnish the prisoners of the United
States in the revolted States with clothing and
other necessaries of life, and for this purpose
that he emg!uy such agents as may be neces-
gary, which passed.

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on judiciary,
reported back with amendments the gill amen-
datory of the act of 1857, to enforce the att :n-
dance of witnesses, which passed.

Mr. Lovejoy (Ill.) intrcduced a b 1l to esta-
Llish a burean on agriculture, which was re-
ferred to the committee on agriculture.

Mr. Blair, of Missouri, asked leave to pre-
gent a memorial of 140 colored persons of Cali-
f rnia, asking that! provisien be made for the
colonization of that class, ani where color
will not be a badge of degradation. He asked
taat it be prnt-d, which was agreed to.

D ec. 17th. In the Senate Mr. Chandler
presented the credentials of Hon. Jacob M.
Howard,senator elect from Michigan, in place
of Mr. Bingham, deceased, who appeared and

Mr. Wilmot presented a petition asking for
the employment of homepathic physicians in
tie army.

Mr. Fessenden from the committee on
finance, reported back the House jiint reso-
lution declaratory of the piirpose of Congress
to impose a'tax. :

Mr. Carlile objected to its consideration,
but subsequently withdrew the resolution, and
it was passed, by yeas, 30; nays, Mr. Powell, |
1.

Mr. Foote, from the committee on public

into executive session, | mittee on the juliciary.

Secretary of War to appoint more assistant ‘Balleries to the right of tHe chair to be clear- f

gecretaries. led. He spoke at some length on the deadly
Mr. Wade introdoced a bill to promote the heresy of opposing co rcion, which he said
administration of jus'ice. 'found no favor in the proud Sta e of Indiana.
- The bill repeals the bill excepting witnesses ' Indiana, thank God Almighty, has partici-
examined before a congressional committee pated in no defeat and no repulse. So let it
from examination in a court of justice.

Mr. Wade said he wanted the former lJaw | As the letter of his colleague n.w stands
repealed before he went much further with without any explanation, he must vote for
‘the examination of witnesses before his com- expul-ion,

' mittes, n the House, on the 21st, the House pro-
Mr. Sumner cffered a joint resolutio y auther- ceeded to the consideration of the bill regulat-

izing certain offi ers in the navy to accept ing the carriage of printed matter oitside the

presents from the Japanese government. mails, requiring the postage to be paid, &ec.

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill to amend' Mr. Colfax explained and advocated the
certain articles of war was taken up. bill,

The bill provides the penalty n? death to| Mr. Morrill said the subject should be con-
spies and those forcinz safe-guards. After sidered as a p stal measure, and not as a
gome discussion it was laid over. means of raising revenue.

On motion of Mr, Fesse den, the consular| Mr. Blair moved to commit the bill to the
‘and diplomatic appro, riation bill was taken committee on ways and means with instruc-
up. - | tion to report a bill for a stamp tax instead of

Several amendments from the Committee on’ postage on newspapers.
| Finance were adopted, and the bill passed. Mr. Liddell moved to lay the subj2ct on the
The report of the Judiciary Cowmittee on table. Lost by 61 azainst 66,
ithe resolution to expel Mr. Bright from the ' Mr. Riddle said the Post Office Department
. Senate—that no sufficient cause existed to do was established for the transmission of lett rs,
(80o—was taken up, and speeches were made without especial reference to printed matter.
by Messrs. Williamson, Bayard, Morrill, He did not see why the manufacture of news-
rumbull, Bright and Pearce.  papers should be more the subject of tax than

In the House, on the 20th, Mr. Van Wyck the manufacture of pig ironor any other. He
presented the memorial of Joseph Archbold, moved to lay the whole subject on the table,
on behalf of the mechaniecs and laborers of  Disagreed to, 61 against 66.
‘the Brooklyn Navy Yard, asking the repeal of | Mr. Morrill moved to recommit the bill, to
the eighth section of the act of Congress to the post office committee, with instructions to

romote the eflicien-y of the navy, approved report one increasing the postage fr m three
Becemb«er 21. 1861, ‘to five cents. This was voted down, together

Wm. A. Hall, representative of the Third with the motion of Mr. Blair.
congressional district of Missouri, appeared,| Mr. Colfax reported a substitute for the
was sworn in, and took his seat, | bill referred to in his speech, which wasg dis-

Mr. Kellogg introduced a bill autherizing agreed to, one of the sections proposing a tax
the Secretary of the Treasury to settle with |on telegrams.
The original bill being before the House for
tive troops, which was referred to the com- final action, Mr. Dawes moved to lay it on
the table, which was carried, 75 against 60.

Jan. 22d. In the Senate, Mr. Howe, from
at as Alabama has  the committee on finance, reported back the

On motion of Mr. Daily, delegate from Ne-

expediency of confiscating certain lands se- | war, which was passed.

lected by that State under the law of Cau-/ Mr., Trumbull, from the judiciary com-
gress, and that the same be applied to the use | mittee, reported back the House bill in regard
of a seminary now in operation in that terri- | to witnesses examined before a Congress onal
LY. comitnittee,

gn motion of Mr. Edwards, the committee| The bill provides that the ex ‘mination of a

‘on judiciary was instructed to inquire whe- witiess before a commi tee of Congress shall
ther further legislation is necessary to secure not prevent his ex.m nation in a court of
to the relatives of volunteers killed or died the justi e.

bounty prov ded by the act of July last. Mr. Harris objected to the bill as making a

Mr. Diven introduced a bi!} to establish an | great ivnovation on the common law rule of
additional judicial district in New York in | evid nce, by which a witness is not obliged to
relation to the United States courts in that|testify to anything which may criminate bim.
State. Referred to the committee on judi- | He opposed making such an innovation.

Mr. Bayard moved to strike out that por-
tion of the bill wh'eh compels a witness to
‘answer qnestions which may tend to disgrace
‘or make him infamous.

Mr. Tiumbull claimed that the object of
tbe bill was to put witnesses on common law
gro inds. The law, as it now stands, enables
the greatest criminal to escape if he can onl
get before an investigating committe and tell
something about the crime. That very case
occurred with their clerk-who stole two mil-
lions of Indian bonds, and he went clear in
that very way.

Mr, Sumner said there was no other system
of jurisprudence but where a witness was ex-
pected to answer questions. He thought other

¢ ary.

M:';. Allen offered a resolution that, in the
Judgment of this House, no part of the appro-
priation now or herealter made, nor of taxes
now or hereafter to be laid by Congress, shall
be used in or applied to the proseccuti n of the
war for the emancipation of slaves in the
slaveholding States of the Union, which was
tabled by a vote of 91 to 37.

Mr. Holmanp, from the government contract
committee, reported a resolution directing the
sergeant-a‘-arms to bring before the bar of
the House Henry Hickley, for an alleged con- |
tempt of its authority in not appearing before
them as a witness at t'e time they held a
meeting in Cincinnati, which was adop'ed.
On motion of M~. Lovejoy, a resolution was  sye:ems rreferab'e.
adopted ipstructing the judiciary committee| Mr, Wade hoped the am+ndme :t would pre-
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a vail. He dil not see why we should be so
bill making void all s .les, transfers, and dis- |tender footed on account of rogues. Were
positin of property of every kind by perannaimm‘uinaﬂuns formed to rob the government,

buil lings, reported a resolution ordering the
removal of army bakeries from the Capitol.

Mr. Trumbull offered a resolution, whi h
was referred, to pay one thousand dollars out
of the contingent fund for the funmeral ex-
penses of the late Senator Baker.

In the House on the 17th, Mr. Train in-
troduced a bill, which was referred, trans-
ferring the penitentiary building of the Dis-
trict of Columbia to the War Department for
the use of the Arsenal.

The Pensylvania election was taken u
and a vote was first taken on the substitute
yepor ed from the minority of the committe on

engaged in insurrection against the United be dare not enter on an investigation before

States. his committee, because the law as it stands
The House then went into committee of the |exculpates great rasca’s. It had been said
whole and proceeded to the consideration of the that a witness might be compelled to testify
bill making appropriations for legislative, 'so as to lead to something that would convict
executive and dudinial expenses, upon which | him, he ( Wade) hoped this might be the cas-,
Messrs. Fes-enden, Steele, Wright and Bing-| Mr. Harris said he waas in favor of the bill.
ham mide speaches, | He only obje:ted to innovotion on the com-
January 21s8', in the Senate, Mr. Sumner, ' mon law.
from the committee on foreign affairs, reported| Mr. Collamer agreed with the senators from
back the resolution to allow certain cflicers to|New York and Delaware in regard to the |

p |receive presents from the Japanese govern- common 'aw, but he thouzht the bill, even as

ment. it stands, did not interfere with tha common
Mr. Hale objected. He thought the resolu-'!law at all.

e'ections, that John M. Butler isnot, and Wm.
E. I. hman is, entitled to a seat as represen-
tative from the First Congressional Dis'riet

of Pennsylvania, which was adopted by a vote
of 77 sgainst 67, _ ’

Mr. Alley, from the pos‘office committee,
reported a bill, which was passed, authoriz-
ing the establishment of branch postoffices in
cities,

The House then coucurred in the Senate’s
amendments to the bill to promote the
efficiency of the Dead Letter Office.

Mr. Holman, from the committee on army
coutracts, reported a resolution, which was
ad-pted, ca'ling on the Seeretary of War to
communicate to the committee a copy of the
contract for the purchase of horses for Col.
Williams? cavalry regiment now in Kentucky. )

Mr. Steele, of the same committee, reported
a resolution to inquire into several orders on
¢ ntracts, one for fifty thousand, and another
for twerty-five thousand Enfield rifles; whetl e
these centracts bave been extended or an-
nulled, and whether they have been sold, or
¢ffers made to se'l them.

Jan, 20.—In the Senate, Mr. Dixon presen-
ted a petition from Benjamin Silliman, Ellis
Loomis an- others, asking for co.tinuance of
Lthe coast survey.

Mr. Nesmith offered a reselution providin
for an overland daily mail from Utah to Ore-

ph._ Wade introduced -Il.hili to antho:ize the

g | p nper’s grave, and be buried by the hands of

tion was loose y drawn, It 4did not state the! Mr. Bayard withdrew his amendment.
names of all the officers, nor the presents they| Mr, Harris offered as an amendment the
gﬁf riéu;a;:jei:e, ?;d pjiida ;:al p;;EEdE“L | foj lgiltgrim Jaw shall not be so const ued as
so:ution w 9 ; nays d
14. ) g i torequire any witness to testify to any fact
Mr. Wilson offered a new section repealing | which will tend to criminate him.”’
the act allowing the discharge of minors, and! This was lost, by yeas, 19; nays, 21.
providing no persons hereafter shall be mus-\ Mr. Wade from the special committee on
tered iuto the service under 18 years of age, the conduct of the War, reported a bill to au-
but the oath of enlistment ghall be wucluswaltlmﬂze the President to take possession of
as to age. He also offered another amend- certa n railroads and telegraph lines, which
ment, altering the Articles of War, by pro- ! passed. ‘
fldi{:}ggtl;e pe:;a;tyhafhd;ath atu pe{;‘aﬁuns fuund[ pTl;t:] Eagfif nfDI;{'ri.aBzgghE{Ew#an k;he; ;?ken
urking as spi s: bo ere agreed (o, u ¥ ntue de a
A bi'l tbat the President, with the consent lengthy speech agair:st his retaining’ his seat
of the S nate, appoint two additional Assis- in the Senate.
E; nt Secé*etdarlzleas of W;r,t ;.t a f1_=|Eal.arty t;I:f tthree In tllﬁ house n’:} the ﬂﬂd,ﬁMr. Cox, fr;:u} :II;E
ousand dollars eac e oflice to last one committee on foreign affairs, reporte ¢
year, was passed. ‘ \Senate bill, which was paas;d, aputhnrizing
The case of Bright was resume!, and Mr. Capt. McKean and other naval officers to
Lane, of In !iana, made a s, eech, in which he ~accept certain presents from the Emperor of
said that Bright, in one of his letters, had Japan.

go‘.lic}r of the government. He (Lane) was in and canals, reported a resolut'on, wh'ch was
avor of all the coercive policy of the govern- | adopted, reques‘ing thie Secretary of War, if
ment, and would tax every dellar to carry on not incompatible with the public interest, to
the war. He would carry on the war until inform the House as soon as
every individual was bankrupt. H:> would whether, and in what time, a sufficient mili-
{give Lis coat off his back, and even die in a tary force can be extended to the line of the
_ Baltimore and Ohio railroad, in order that
chl;:tdv, rather than close the war, whi kb the roan may be prepared.

caused so much applause from those in the. The House, in committee of the whole, r:-

“

galleries that the Yice-Presidemt ordered the w ned the con:id2ration of th: making appro-

(be to the end, and let the people say Amen, |

treasonably entered into ihe rebellion, the ! resolution appropriating $10,000 for the ex- |
y |committee on public lands inquire iuto the |penses of the joint special committee on the

averred that he was oppbsed to the coercive| Mr. Mallory, from the committee on roads |

riations for the executive, legislative, and
|Judic_iai expenses, upon which a lengthy dis-
' cussion arose.

Mr. F. A. Conkling off:red an amendment,

(which was adopled, that notbing jin the bil
i shall be construed as in any manner impairing
the compen:ation of army officers of 1he gov-
ernment, or abolishing any existing oflice. He
mentioned the fact that the joint cemmission
on reducing the civil, military and naval ex-
penses, harrrﬂpurttd three several geiils with
this object.
. In the Senate on the 234, Mr. Collamer
from the postoffice committee, reported th -
bill for the completion of the postoffice of
I*hiladelp ia.

On motion of Mr. Wilson the bill for the
completion of the defense of Washington was
takeu up.

The que tion being on the amendment pro-
viding that the forcing of safeguards be pun-
ished w th death, was agreed to.

The bill was then so amended as to provids
that no work shall hereafter be commencad
on the defenses, when it was passed.

The case of Bright was again takenup, and
Mr. Dav.s resumed his remarke. After Le
had concluded, Mr, Harlan obtained :h: floor
and occupied the time till the hour for going
into execulive gession arrived.

In the House on the 23d, Mr. Blake from
the postoffice committee, report d a bill to
establish a postal money order system ihe
consideration of which was pos'poned.

Mr. Kellogg from the committee on judi-
‘ciary reported a bill authorizipg the Sceretary
(of the Treasury to settle with states for sup-
plies furnished their troops called out to aid
in the suppression of the rebellion.

The consideration of the bi'l was postponed.

Mr. Mallory from the committee on roads
and canals reported a bill for a military and
mail railroad from Kentucky to Tennessee.

The House then went in committee of the
whole, and tookx up the Military Academwy
bill which occupied the Ho>use the balanr-e of
the day.

Jar. 241, 1In the Senate Mr. Sherman in-
troduced a bill creating two new bure .us in
the Navy Departwent, which was referred.

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill providing a
charter for certain banks in the district of
Columbia.
|  Mr. Davis presentsd the credentials of
Robert Wil on, appointed genator from Mis-
souri, to fill the vacancy caused by the exp .-
sion of Mr. Polk.

Mr. Wilkinson moved to refer the creden-
tials and certain papers he had, to the Judic-
iary Committee, e said he had the report
of a cerltain meeting held about the first of
May and Mr. Wilson was one of the commit-
tee who reporled a set of resolutions, two of
which were as fol ows:

Risolved, That we the peop'le here assembled
declare our.loyalty and sympathy with the
South, and for the protection of the southern
institutions.

Resolved, That we condemn as inhuman and
diabolical the war now waged by the Federal
g-vernment against the South,

Mr. Davis said that Mr. Wison had ne
ipart in the resolutions, which were entirely

without his sanction in any way. Mr. Davis
then had a paper read, signed by Governor
Hall and others, attesting the loyalty of Mr.
Wi'son, also a letter from Mr. Wilson to Mr.
Davis, asking that a thorough investigation
of his loyal!ty might be bad, tnat the couniry
might be satisfied.
r. Pomeroy said that he knew Mr. Wil-
son, and that he bad the reputation of a good
Union man. It was so goo ! that he (Wilson)
had to go through Iowa to get home, ue being
hunted like the rest of Union men.

Mr. Wilkinson withdrew his oppsition and
Mr. Wilson took the oath.

Ou motion of Mr. Trumbull the bill re'ating
to certain judicial districts of the United
States Circuit Courts was taken up, and the
bill was passed as reported by the committee.

The case of Mr. Bright was then taken up.

Mr. Davis made an explanation of what
Mr. Harlan had said in regard to the law
against teaching slaves. Where he (Davis)
lived they had schools and Sunday school ,
where the slaves were taught to read. His
own slaves, when born, were baptized accord
ing to the rites of the church to which he be-
longed, and female slaves were given i1 mar
riage the same &8 white people. DMr. Rhet*,
himself, who owned a large number of slave ,
built a c¢hurch, and specially employed a
preacher for th ir edigcatiun. One great
cause of the rebellion, which he omitted to
speak of yesterday, was the division of the
chureh North and South.

In the lengthy discussion which followed
Messrs. Har an, Cowan, Sumner, Hariis,
Ter Eyck, Clark aud Davis participated.

In the House on the 24th, the considera-
{‘on of ‘he bill making more stringent the pro-
visions in the Indian Intercourse act, against
the sale of spirituous liquors was resumed,

Mr. Edwa:ds in the course of explanation,
said that the present law is evaded by vending
intoxicating drinks outside the Indian limits
or frontie.s, Hence the necessity of further
legislation, to protect the Indains from such
degrading and destructive influences,

Mr. Coxremarked that from co versations
with ex-commissicners of Indain Affeirs,
(Medill and Manypenny), he was led to the
conclusion that nearly all the eflorts of the

the ¢ mduct of the Wir
y und-r the administra-

racticahle;Ffﬂdain bureau to meliorate the conditon of the

Indains were foied by
D spartm:nt, eapacia{l
t on of Jeff. Davis.
The Senate bill, a;pcf ropriating $25,00% to be
rxpend;ed under the direction of the Secretary

of War, if, is his_judgment, the same be ue-



