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GENERAL ANNUALL con-
ference

viethe annual conference of the church
f taus christ of latter day stuntssaints

will commence at 10 on the
morning of wednesday the ath of
april next itat the stake house in
provo utah county

the officers and members of the

church areaie respectfully invited to at-
tend jonnJOHN TAYLOR

QQCcalyon
I1

Aawn
JOSEPH F SSMITHMITH

first presidency

officeholdersOFFICE HOLDERS TAKING THE
OATH
I1 r I1

THIS test oath election w atall tt
themetheme otof arthethe 4I1 Psla T V me
which relarelatesWitoto it is tivethe vtv hole laworlaw or
nearly bb96 iafia their eyes afie dayl

tank the cormonsmormonsMor monsaa d i pap
descend to taketaked it and therefore they
imagined the local offices would lallfall
into leque clutches butbat events lae
demonstrated tae actet that many

mormonscormonsMor mons can take the
probability that enough of them will
take it to retain alththe balance 001
power has brought weir
well nigh to despair

but theLe aggers have patched up
another conspiracy it relates to the
present incumbents of city countedcouncounty and
precinct officesfleesof thelamThe hw re-
quire theatothee to take the oathoathiaoa thibjb would
not stand the test ogof competentjut jaudruda
cial scrutiny IVif it didahdid su rprequirequire liu
with courts aud officers butheou the apol
ready to act I1ina hoail tyay to the people
and their elected ficeraof onoa alie plight
estcst occasion a great deal of trouble
might be made ouon aois question and
trouble and areaie what the
defeated office hunters and their al-
lies luten tp wark for asaa they have
announcedannounced through their organ

havingabing misstatedaed and garbled the
law und being exposed la Usits modmed
dacita the biganoi gan of61 the L Ls BOW
urges in regard to ththe local ofofficersficera
that they should all be brought into
court ifif they will not fakebake the oathotherwiseothni wise and be compelled to ttakekie
tilethe oath required by be de-
clared ds and itt adds

we believe there is a
statute prescribing the method of flall11

ing such vacancies audand that it is bybk
appointment

this then is the latest little raniegamec
the method by which the officera ahall

all be brought into court isia not ex
explained A gouidwould puzzle the cag
aers to dejl how it Is to be done jathe
law does notdot provide anything of th
kind neither city county noenor pre-
cinct ottibomperspero are required tto0 go0 into
court to take the oath who10 is tlto
declare them disquedisqualifiedalitled and how
cancaa that be expected without a regulareau lari
buit at law which can be contested to the

how can an officeholder
who has done all that the law requires
of him previous to entering epou jilahi
otriceoffice and who holds the credentials
which show himfaim to be inid lawful pos-
session be declared disqualifiedded by
reason of new actions ti I1 arto
made by law enacted during9 baihis tain-
cumbencycum bency

of course those who that
the law was designeddesigaedued to harej hasain
lawful effect or titap I1 piuuljeta
to stick it it wiass ae SA 14 ju
better than aag eipl buttabawthey intend toetX-II1toroovovvoke0 birouterouL anaa
cacliwe protracted litigationI1 t i tao p aad1 thattjtheya have some htopes 01 judicial
anand executive backing fd etar r

ous scheme is evident f
language and thetheir dispositionindisposition I1i

the saltsait lake citcibyt aud county
officials it appears haveave taktakeneq the
easiest ago cheapcheapestpst way to avoid ththe

prepared torfor their feet and
quietly taken the oath notot golnong
61intoito court however but trendingtfending
to the business in the manner required
bylaw of elected officials AAs
NV on monday it u were
necessary to to the oath or
affirmation persons now
make no opposition for poja
were prohibited from office holdine by15

the bet of 1882 soao there is lpgp barrier
onol that score ll11 I1

these are feuy afave to the
lajalatt that no law ddoeboyoca 1orI I1can require
tn an tolo take the oath luitlit they
to10 avoldavoid vitiationlitia tion and to block the
way of theabe fiends who areara gnashing
1theirheir over thentheir defeat and plot

by way of retaliation if

tat v V V

discretion1 tion is the better part of valor
ttheh e officeholdersoffice holders may be rightfight in tak-
ing this course scudand others may toebe wise
in follow na heir example it is pas-
sive that toe refusal ofof officeholdersoffice holders
to0 take mightii agut be so misrepre-
sented by tinier enemies as to make
voters hesitate as tolo takina it asabacona con
aidak to registration thisthi would
be of eveevallv11 the
whole forcaforc of0 thothe enemy will hebe
u ea t prevent retarde rd mudand obstruct
toe registration of members of the
peoplese ples1

partyr y Taxisis should bebermetmetbabyy an oveoverwhelmingi lug registration teatthat
no libliberal11 tricksc a or dodges can re
sis and no small matter like the
takiye of thehe by present office-
holders abe law does votnot re-
quire itt alie way of the
teatgreat desideratum

the whole originaloriginal scheme of tibethe
leaguers was dirodirectedced to thetae seizurepjof tuetae local this endena they
have still in view for i this they are

to rattlelelain the halt doi
JAjais for this thothe are now on
thea tump 11 teytavy mustmusa be met at
eagyayery palepp and vanquished every-
thing anatat gancao be accomplished
legally and consistently t should
be done promptly to circum-
vent ineve t thee conspirators if inane
waiving of their right to act on their
legal qualifications and commissions
and the taking of taet tie oath will
strengthen thiethe good causecausa by way of
example to voters by altail means let the

slide
victory is the object jnin view jtit

must aoano be endangered bysbya petty
mine sprungsprang at this juncture I1it the
tusefuse can be stamped out by so small a
step as this no bone ishiha to object
but our friendsfrion the enemyetuy ll11 they
will be jutausit irs to stop the
present incumbents from taking the
oath when they commence to do adso as6they ww to aroeforce them to take it
when they thought there was intent

for refusing all the same
theres no law to
officeofficeholdersholders take the oath doda so
nottonot to comply with ad statute but td
avoid trouble abd defeat a conspiracy

1 I1 11 11

altalvhfr
1 I IC abcva C

TINIS
AN oration delivered by hon jahuJohnGG
Cullslej speaker of the house of rep

at a dinner given bos-
ton pD theilie inet by the bay
glubaciuba noted new england democratic

lifts been commented up-
on considerably by the press mr
carlisle is a recognized leadersleader of his
par ran able man and an acom

shed parliamentarian his utter-
ancesa are noteworthy and nur speech
at thithe subhub was greeted withrith en-
thusiasticthusia plaudits we clip a portion
of the report of hisbis address from the
boston herald because it sounds the
keynote of the democratic scale and

I1its vibrations should be heard
throughout the land he said

the principle of ocal self govern
ro entla the vital part of democracy
the amendment to the constitution
declaresdecla reFf that the powers not delegated
to the united states by the const ku
alooaioo nor prohibited by it to the state
are reserved to states respectively
or to the people nobowe can justly
be claimed unless itisit Is granted agib X
piess terms or by necessary implica-
tion itif sono such grant of power tinban
ranpan be lound and if its

I1

exercise by the
state is not prohibited it belongs to
tbthe stateeState and her people and thus the
whole doctrine of states I1 rightsI1
as defined in this article it
does not sanctionlod sesecessiondession

but it instructs the
leveral states and heir people as to

of all legislegislativelati asaoex-
ecutive and iudici ai power not dele-
gated to the united statesstales by a fair abid
leddonable construction of ehte con-
stitutionution by this constitutional daiclec
anneF neoof stateW rights the darndemocraticcrati
partyar of stands todayto dayiq as
it alalwaya a stood and atas I1 ttrustrust 1 it
applause
willill stand forever hereafterheieafter loud0 ud

twity five years ago the tendency
was to effay this doctrine to a dadan-
gerous

i

n
extreme but since that titimeime

the dangerousdan erous extreme has threat-
ened fromfam aulquitee anan opposite di-
rection Ggreatat andd ppowerful interests
tooloo powerful almost tb be successfully
resistedesisted are constantly prespressingging
ga astdst the barriers of the coconstitu-

tion and demandingmaddingde the extension of
he federal power to a degree
contemplated by the most extreme
federalist itt abb early days it is
bluiteui e commoncommoa nowDOW totd hear gentlemen
able gentlemen in congress and else-
where contending tor the exercise of
powerowera by government evetever

a subjectssubjectsi simply because thetatesstatest refuse tto dodb so or becausebebaue it la
tbthoughtbought tthaa the stato leg-
islation h t not be entiret-y effective the argument is
tathat whatever the states do

orr comcaja ootnot do must be done oyby ancon-
gressgr or the departments orotorthethe asene
palal governmentCovern ment fehd that
antly of grants of powerower
it 1314 roehg right aad the dutycluty of a overagovern
anen p exercise aa general coq
and control over all ththee concerns olof the
people K

mi president this is not demo-
cratic doctrinedop trine as I1 understand it and
it chever waa tremendous cheersit means centralization firsthandfirfirststandaad in
evitable dissolution afterward no
martof the aion is fio80 vitally inteinesfced inan the preservationew and
lib maintenance intact of this

local authority as the new
england states and in no part of
the union have the beneficial results
attending the maintenance of this doc-
trine lybeenii so thoroughly demonstrateddemonsti abedyour town meeting is the most demo-
craticara c institution in this country
ffCcheersheers ttt has never endangered the
liberties bf a single human being the
town the state and the general gov-
ernment all have their appropriate
powers and duties and so ionlong as
these are respected and maintained
neither encroachencroachingingonon the domain of
thedhe other there willfrill be harmony and
unity tain ouiour complex system of gov-
ernmentern ment

the ideas expressed in the foregoing
are distinctly democratic they are
entertained by the majority of the
peopleeoppie of utah this is why thelalargerge majority of them are dedemocrats
I1la political laithfaith but in the light of
recent history it would be difficult to
maintain the truth of mr carlisles
statement that the democratic party

always has stood by that constitu-
tional doctrine several measures
which lead to the most pronounced
centralization and which vest in the

federal government powers that be-
long exclusively to the states or to the
people have been fostered and fur-
thered by democratic influence in and
ouout of congress the blair educational2bbill the oleomargarine bill the inter-
state commerce bill are samples
only ef measures that do vioviolencelenco to
the principles enunciated by mr carl-
isle and favored by the democra-
tic party or at least a powerful por-
tion of it the party can scarcely be
viewed as a whole upon any important
public question it is divided upon
many topics on which it should be
linitunitededifif it preserved its traditional
policy and its vital distinction from
republicanism remains more as a
chlorytheory than apractical and living issueanehe passage by a democratic house
of a measure prepared by a democra-
tic leader proposed to vestinvest in
the president and senate and in a
governor of their appointment power
to select levery office in a territory
with a hundred and eighty thousandchousand
people wasmas scarcely an evidence of
the democratic bartys adherence to
the vital democratic principle of local
self government the passage of the

infamy by the house was the
mosmosta pronounced heresy that demo
crais be guilty orof it was so
thoroughly opposed to abeahe fundamen-
tal of american government
that even the centralizing republi-
cans

Re publi
could not stomach it and it hadbad

to be0 rejected Wbwheneverenever the demo-
cratic party in order to please the
mob0 or tp gain theithe applause of
I1 katics tramples upon the very
dis tive principle that distinguishes
it frothfrom its great political opponent it
makes a deadly thrust at its own ex-
istence and taps the fountain of its
essential vitality

the democratic party weptwent back on
its basic dogma when it bavegave as-
sentf to the error of TerTerritoriavassalage the doctrine of the su-
preme power olof congress over the
territories was as great a concession
to centralization as it was possible to
make etwasit was as undemocratic as it
couldbould be fotorr it is a despotism of the
rankest character and it is directly
in opposition to the dogdoctrinetrine laid down
by mr carlisle as the essenceeubence of dem-
ocracyoc racy that by congress no ppowerower
can be justly claimed unless it is
granted in expressespres termterms or by neces-
sary implication

the authority naw claimed to gov
eernrn the territories composed of citi-e cid-e citi-
zens who are a part of the peopleeoplep I1

without any regard to their will
or wishes to tax them without
reprepresentationresen tallon to appoint officers
to regulate abe affairs without their
concenttoconsentto impose arbitrary conditions
as to thithe elective franchise and to take
it away staltogetherogether to interfere at will
with ththeirI1 purely domestic concerns
and exercise sove an power over
them in every sepsensepeI1001 the word can-
not be found elthereitner by expression or
implication in the great instrument of
freedom which it toaishethe professed mis

the democracy to uphold

7thathat power is not giveniven to congress
itt has been assumed and when the
democratic party recognized that
powerp itft receded from

I1
its special

gground yleyieldedded up sp much to its
political enemye in aandd weakened its own
cause essessentiallytia V it gave an advan-
tageta e to tthe ffoe0e owwhich11 belf has been fol-
lowedlo10 e uup and effectually

if it becamebeame necessary iniff the course
afM events aandd the acquisition of terri-
torytor I1 for the federal government to
eexercise powers pat expressly con-
ferredferre inid the constitution it should
haveav benthebeen the aim and work of the
democraticemockatle party to have prevented
the exercise of monarchialmonarchlal powers
and piepreservedserved the vital principleof
local self government intact but to
yield up the right of Ausupremepreme power
to congress ani to recognize its rightftlegislation over any more
than the limited space defined by the
constitution was to depart from
democratic essentials ana pave the
wayay to tilethe centralization I1 that has fol-
lowed

the democratic party is gradually
losinglustug its democracy it is difficult to
draw the lines between it and its nomi-
nal opposite mymany so called demo-
crats are imbued with the heresiesheresies of
republicanism and manymany republicans
arare tinctured with the flavor of de-
mocracybocramo cracy andadd altoaltogethereaber the clear
ecutut aanddd definite doctrinesnes of the con-
stitutionution are being left as a memory
while expediency and popularityity and
selfish and grasping ends swayaway the
major portion of both political parties
leading the country towards thattisthat dis-
solution which mr carlisle declares

the inevitable consequence of central-
izationiza tion

we endorse the sentiments con-
tained in the followinglowinglol which we clip
from an article inia the boston herald
and which we commend to the thought-
ful notice of every democrat who
reatisreads it unless the advice it is
taken to be a true democrat in prin-
ciple one will have to keep from con-
nection with the democratic party

if the democratic party believes in
limiting the fextent and power of thethe
federal government by a strict con-
struction

0
st of the constitution let it
forthwith set the bonds beyond which
central power shall not go let it in-
stantly set itself to the work of lop-
pingpvii

g off andana curtailing those exten-
sionsn s and usurpations of federal
power which a qua ofcf a century of
abuse has occasions in this waway as
mr carlisle says its leaders can build
up a party that will outlive all others
but to tamely submit out of mistaken
notions of expediency to stultification
of principles is to prove itself un-
worthy ot triumph and therefore de-
serving of defeat

LET THEM BARK

oun exposure of thelthe ishamelshamelessessl men-
dacity otof the chief gan of the L 18Ls
makes its squirm and squeak in a man-
ner truly diverting its positive as-
sertion that the new law carefully
avoided making the testiest oath

a condition precedent to office
holding while the law actually uses
the very words At was alleged to have

carefully avoided was a very bildbad
break andanci bbeingein caucaught in a plain and
wilful falsehood the scribe who wrote
it s and foams and urges the
Leuleagueguetoto make the present incum-
bents take wethe oath anyhow well no
one need pay anyady attention to such
nonsense of course itif it were neces-
sary to subscribe to cathoror affir-
mationniation persons now iuIII office would
makeinake no opposition for polygamists
were prohibited from office holding by
the act of 1882 and so there is no bar-
rier on that score but any attempt to
lorceforce teas issue now should be zele
aisted because it is not required by the
new lawand if it weremerethewe rethe requirement
would nut stand as wis well known
that after an officeofficeholderholder has complied
with all legal requirements and is pos-
sessed

osc
of all the legal qualificationsn

prescribed at the time of enenteringterig nnoonon
his duties he cannot be require ydT to
to comply with any new qualifications
while his term of office remains it is
only by picking out ita few words of the
new law and throwing aside the I1lan-
guage which makes its intent lutrus
thatahatitit can bube so wrested and con-
strued in the sense desired by the

Lletet them
rave audand rant their bark is noisy but
their bite Is gone

NO capitulationCAPITO LATIOK VP

THEtaic action of the city and county
officials in quietly subscribing to the
oath required in the new law of ofoffice-
holders

e-
t lebefore entering upon theirh I1 r

duties has taken the wind out of thephe
sails of the league freefreebootersboatersbooters they
were going to force them all to take
the oath if the officers be
forced then their offices were btoD be

declared vacant the next move
was to get the governor to flu the
officesoffices by appointment a la murray

0the effect of which was to be the POS

sible installation of somei hungry
Tleaguerseaguers by aidfrom the coucourtsarts or at
least protracted litigationat ton causcans f

ining considerable trouble and
eyerpenpensesc the plot was wor-
thy of the class of minds that con-
ceived it and indiindicateseates the rule or
ruinrain I1 inclinations ot the defeated L
Ls the course pursued by ththee in-
cumbentscum bents of the offices knocks ththee bbot-
tom

ot
out of the conspiracy

it waswaa to head off this shallow piece
of trickery that the local officersofficer sub
scribedascribed eo10 the oath neither treynorthey nor
their legal advisers hadbad the slightest
doubt about the requirements ot the
law they understood perfectly well
that the new law doesdoeg not require
those who are in lawful possession of
the offices to take the oaoath1 h prescribed
as a condition precedent to enter-
ing upon tgtheirair duties and
that hsuch a requirement cannot
be made of any already qualified
official but they saw thattha it would
effectually block the snide game otof tifethe
peoples enemies and so they took the
oath to stop the squabble and check-
mate the tricksterstrick

this proceeding is nowBOW peered at
as capitulation but it has not been
shown chatbat any of the officers who
have taken the oath for the purpose
named ever jobjeobjectedacted to subscribing to
it the axser ST NEWS took the
ground that the law doe not require
the oath to tiebe taken by incumbents
and still maintains that position th
officeholdersoffice holders said nothing officially
about it they haverhave not capit

to anything or anybody
they have simply taken the oath as a
matter of policy and nave notnot con-
cluded that they were required to do so
by law

in the ddiscussioni cassion1 that has taken
placeplacebokte tthisa question we are not
aware thatL the officeholdersoffice holders have

taken anyy partart the the dis
tried to matkehajj it appear

that fhe law was imperative on this
point hutbut could only do soeo by omit-
ting essential clauses of the law and
declaring that the law toadhad I1leareacarefullyully
avoided using words which are in the
very section oiof the law that it garbled
andaDd perverted it was during the dis-
pute that followedfall owed ouroar exposure
of the tribunesThbunes shameless mendacity
that the local officials saw through the
scheme that wasas on tootfoot and so deter-
mined to avoid the snare setet for their
feet babey neither resisted the law
noror capitulated to any interpreta-
tion of it nor appeared in any way iniin
the dispute

but the disgruntled scribe who
twisted the law for a Turpurposepose still
twitterstwitwl away in a vain attempt totalsto talk
round his rash and original false-
hood it will not do in the start
when we showed that the oath grpre-
scribed

e
for office liholders was to be a

condition precedent tolto holding office
he stated emphatically concerning the
law ttothat

it distinctlytili avoids imakinga ang thesthe
oath a conditioncondi precedent to enter-
ing upon office bbutt says none shall
hoad any Witwithout taking the
oath

this is the gist of64 the whole arargu-
ment

gu
if the foregoing language otol

scribe aforesaid lisis true our position
was wrong itif ititisis untrue bishl ground
isis taken froba under him aullano hecje goes
down to hishie general level as the wilful
falsifier he is understood tp be herehere
is the law as it stands in section
twenty four first comes the reore 11

guiqui rement that the oath shall be taken
by voters then the law says

As 4a condition precedent to the
rigright to hold office in or under said
territoryrythethe officer before enteringenteringii
upon the duties of bis office shallhall take
and subscribeis an oath or affirmation 11

then follows the oa required
which need not bobe repeated baldland after
come tae wordswordis here annexedi I1

I1

all granda and petit jurorsjurga shall takentake
the same oath ovor affirmation ttoto biabe
administered toin writing or orally in the
proper courtco urt

this makes the provision cover the
ground fief voters officeholders aand
jurors the oath tois to be taken by
voters regist or voting
by officeholders as es
tion precedent before entering
upon their duties and by
brors before toeythey act iuin their Ji

this is all clear and explicit
next comes the provision that none of
these persons either voters office 1

1

1

holdersholdersoror jurors hall be competent
unless they have taken ithe oath preaere
scribedascribed as acondition precedent 11 jtit
says

I1 no personperdon shall be to vovot 1

at any election in said territory or beben
capable of jury service or hold any
office of trust or emolemolumentdment in said
territory who shall notmot have taken toe
oath aforesaid j

this is the usual provision tob I1

clinch the that faeprecedee
it I1 contains new except

imbatthat unless the persons I1previouslyai re-
quired shall havehaie takenket thee qoath lathe
warmermanner and lomform provided they shall
not be competent I1it makesmaae no re- f
ququirement whatever baxerbf personssons aalreadye
in office qualified andln holdingold co
missions widerunder lawsws in forcei e w
they entered upon j heir duties
lawyers who drafted ttit kknewnew bbee
than to attempt siahsuch a41 tthingg it
would have been a violation of lecogT
nihed legal principles it hoftnowhere
says that personsje apsops in office shall MRtake

P the oath avidthe oath or affirmationAffirm 10

aboraforesaide 11 so far as itil relateselate W
officeholdersoffice holdershberisoi prescribed aas a con

precedent beabefore enteringte g
upon the duties of their boffloffice and no
ather is mentioned or hinhinted att or
implied

I1

therheI1 lastiasi eaclauseause we have quoted J
plainly refersrefers back to ththe threeethree class
previously mentimentionedopecI1 in the sectionsections
and no others theyT ie are first ZI
before exercising methe franchise aeo jj

0ondnd office holders before en
upon the duties of their offices I1tt hirdir 1

furorsbinm ors before sitting in thattb RAPcapacitycl 4

there is no other aaclassss rereferrederre 4
present incumbents wouldd form a
fourth class and if 41 hadad been intend
ed that the law 6h 0uld apply to them r

manifestly 1 0 er tthingbin thee pro
visionvist would have beeneen madee in14 teras iaper intentional distorterdistoror r otol the lay
who persists in his perversions jaoaas notinot
in any instance cited arhehe law as I1U
stands but on the contrary lias
ly denied that itil includes the words
which anyny reader can see itat contain
and which convey iuits true significa-
tion no lawyer unless aafflicted with
league lunacy or blinded bybi IMliberlemue aouwould4 pretend that such

pe t as the tatribunesUNA has11 resort i

edea to is a lairfair construction of tthee ay
or consistent withith the rules afpf i

leal interpretation thererkere aiis noBO

feeafiego further discussdiscussion40 onku
tthishis point Ifunless issome incumbentsehlts n
choose to dedeclineine g tethee oataaoath

i
aanjalPA

have the0 matter contusecontested judicially
and eveneved tiepthen itif jtit heipwere not earnedam i

further than a court which addsaddq to tthe
law totfor the purpose of peaele I1

ties greater than the law provideses thet li
test would be Abou jAs vvaluable as the
utah dedeependecision on the subjectot seka

graalloriat lori j
the present situation is quite satis-

factory except to the plotters the
law does not and cannot require per-
sons

1

holding office under the
when they entered upon

their duties to comply with new qudell
made during their terms

but to spoil a dirty conspiracy they
take the oath prescribed for newly I1


