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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH
1

liyIIA
JANUJANUARYaryAnY 1814

V ff
Mon Jayr 111l A cold blustering rain storm

ushered in the nev year
at sunrise thomas miller james leach

james bridges and john frodsham were
brought before me by the police charchargeded with
olismils orderly conduct filledfined miller the
others were discharged

A large party took a new years supperslipper at
my house and had music and dancing till
morningmornin I1 was in my private room with my
family elder johjob n taylor and 0oherher friends

tuesday 2 1 two pm hiram dayton was
broughtlit before mayors court for disorderly
conduct inih resisting and abusing the policeI1dinedned 25 and costs his sionfion lysander day-
ton for thethestinesaine offence was sentenced to 10
days biardhard labor and subsequently for con-
tempt of court 10 days moreonmore on the public
reAsstreetsst

snow one inch deep
I1 here insert mr calhoundCalhouns answer to my

letter of inquiry dated nov 4 1843
fort hillhilihillend2ndand dec 1843

sir youash me whatwhit would be my rule of
action relative to the Alormormonscormonsmons or latter day
saints should I1 be elected president to which
I1 answer that if I1 should be elected I1 would
strive to administer the government according
to the constitution and the laws of the union
and that as they make no distinction between
citizen difdildifferentferent religious creeds I1 should
make nonerione As far as it depends on the exe-
cutive department all houldshouldf have the fullfulifulluil
benefit of both and none should be exempt
from their operation

but as you refer to the case of missouri
me to repeat what I1 said to

you atVasi
hington that according to my viewsuethe caseas e does not come within the ijurisdictionjurisdictionurisdiction

of the federal government whickwhichwhich is one of
limited and specific powers

with respect I1 am ac ac
mcjosephMr Josephsoseph smith J C CALHOUN
to which I1 wrote the following reply

nauvooNati IIIiliillinoisanois jan 9 1844
sir your reply to myroy letter of last novem-

ber concerning your rule of action towards
ththeeLatterLatter day saints if elected president is
at hand andind that you and your friends of the
same opinion relative to the matter in ques-
tion may not be disappointed as to me or my
mind upon so grave a subject permit me as a
lawdaw abiding manmai as awella wellweli wisher to the per
petfetupettilyullyliyity of constitutional rights and liberty and
as a friend to the free worship of almighty

icedgodicod by all according to the dictates of every
persons conscience to say I1 am surprised that
a man or men in the highest stations of publicpub ilelie
lifeilfelifer should have made uplip such a fragile viewvew
of aa caseease than whichaich there i9 not one on the
face of the globe fraught with so much conse-
quencequ

I1ence to the happiness of men in this world
or the world to come

to be sure the first paragraph of your letter
appears very complacent and fair on a white
sheet of paper and who that is ambitious for
greatness and power would not have said the
sasamemithithag your oath wouldwoold bind you to
support the constitution and laws and as all
creeds and religions are alike tolerated they

of course all be justified or condemned
according to merit or demerit but why tell
mime why are all the principal men held up for
publicsiblie stations so cautiously careful not to
publish to the world that they wiltwill judge a right-
eous

r
judgment law or no law for laws and

opinions like the vanes of steeples changer

one congress passes a law and another re-
peals it and one statesman says that the con-
stitutionution means this and another that and
who does not know that all may be wrongswrong
the opinion and pledge therefore in the first
taraIaraparagraphgraph of your reply to my question like
the forced steam from the engine of a steam
boat makes the show of a bright cloud at first
but when it comes in contact with a purer at-
mospheremoino sphere dissolves to common air again

youryur second paragraph leaves you naked
before yourself like a likeness in a mirror
when you say that according to0 your view the
federal government is one of limited and spe-
cific powers 1 and has no jurisdiction in the
case of the mormonscormonsMormons so then a state can at
any time expel any portion of her citizens
with imimpunitypunity and in the language of mr van
buren frosted over with your gracious aleus
af0 the raleyraielcase though the cause isis ever so just
government can do nothing for them because
it hashad no power

go on then missouri after another set of
inhabitants asis the latter day saints diddij

havelave entered some two or three hundred ththou-
sand

u

dollars worth of land and maddexenY
sive improvements thereon go on sayav
banish the occupants or owners or kill themea1

as the robbers did many of the latterI1 Dday
saints and ttakeake their lands and property as a
spoil aridand let the lelegislature9 as in the casee of
the mormonscormonsMor mons appropriate a couple of hundred
thousand dollars to pay the mob fortor doing the
job for the renowrenownedned senator from south ca-
rolina mr J C calhoun says the powers of
the federal governmentgovern mentcent are so specific and lim-
ited that it has no jurisdiction of the case oh
ye people who groan undertinder the oppression of
tyrants ye exiled poles who have felt the iron
hand of russian grasp ye poor and unfortu-
nate amoia all nations come to the asylum of
the oppressed buy yyee lands of the general
government pay in your money to the treasury
to strengthen the army and the navy worship
god according to the dictates of your own
consciences pay jnin your taxes to support the
great headsbeads of a glorious nation but remember
a icovesovereignzeab stated is so much more powerful
than the united states ththe parent government
that it can exile you at pleasurepleasure mob you with
impunity confiscate your lands and property
have the legislature sanctionsancton it yea even
murder you aaas an edict of an emperoremperorf and it
does no wrong for the noble senator of south
carolina says the power of the federal govgovern-
ment

rn
is so limited and specific that it has no ju-

risdiction
ju-

ris
juifui

ris fictiondiction of the case what think ye of impe
gium in imperia

ye spirits of the blessed of all ages harkharkaye shades of departed statesmen listen abra-
ham moses homer socrates solon solomon
and all that ever thought of right and wrong
look down from your exaltations if you have
any for it is saisalsaidsaldd in the midst of counselors
there is safety and when you have learned that
fifteen thousandthou innocent citizens after having
purchased their lands of the united states
and paid for them xvwereere exudedexpelled from a idovsov-
ereign stateslate by order of tthee governor at the
point of the bayonet deirkeirtheir arms taken from i

them by the same authority and their right of
migration into said state denied undertinder pain of
imprisonment whipping robbing mobbing and
even death and no justicestice or recompense al-
lowed and from the legislature with the gov-
ernor at the head down to the justice of the
peace with a bottle of whiskey in one hand
and a bowiebowle knife in the other hear them
all declare that there is no justice for a mor-
mon in that state and judge ye a righteous
judgmentz and tell me when thethid virtue of the
ststatesates was stostolenlerrleri where the honor of the gen-
eral

en
government lies hid and what clobes a

senator with wisdom oh nullifying carol-
ina oh little tempestuous rhode island would
it not be well for the great men of the nation
to read the fable of the partial judge and when
part of the free citizens of a state had beenbean
expelled contrary to the constitution mobbed
robbed plundered and many murdered instead
of into the course taken with joanna
Southe ott ann lee the french prophets tilethe
quakers of new england and rebellious nig
gersgets in the slave statestatess to hear both sides and
then judge ratherrather than have the mortification
to say t 0oh it is my bull that hasbas killed your
ox that alters thetha case I1 must enquire into
it and if and ifalif

if the general government has no power to
reinstate expelled citizens to their rights there
is a monstrous hypocrite fed and fosteredd from
the hard earnings of the people A real bull
bebeggarbegargar upheld by sycophants and although
you may wink to the priests to stigmatisestigmatismstigmatise
wheedle the drunkards to swear and raise ththe
hue and cry of imiimpostorloster false prophet god
damndanin oldoll joe smith yet remember if the lat-
ter day saints are no restored to all their
rights and paid for all their losses according
to the known rillesrules of justice and judgment re-
ciprocationcipro cation and common honesty among men
that god will come out of his hihiding place and
vex this nation with acore vexation yea the
consuming wrath of an offended god shall
smoke through the nation with as much dis-
tress and woe as independence has blazed
through with pleapieapleasure and delight where is
the strength of government where is the
patriotism of a washington a warren and
adams and where iais a spark from the watch
fire of 76 by which one candle might be lit
that would glimmer upon the confinesconfine of demodemorr

cra well may it be said that one man IsB
not a state nor one state the nation

in the days of general jackson when
france refused the first instalmentinstallment for
eions there was power force and honor en-
ough to resent injustice and insult and the
money came and shall missouri filled with
negro drivers and white men stealerssteamersstealers go tunlunun

aped of justice for ten fold greater sins
than france no verily no while I1 have
powers of body and mind while water runs
and grass crowsgrows while virtue is lovely and
vice hateful and while a stone points out a
sacred spot where a fragment of american
liberty once was I1 or my posterity will plead
the cause of injured innocence until missouri
makes atonement for all her sins or sinks
disgraced degraded and damned to hell where
the worm dieth not and the fire is not
quenched 1

why sir the power liotriot delegated to the
united states and the states belongs to the
people and congress sent to do the peopeoplespleys

business have all power and shall fifteen
thousand citicitizensens groan inin exile oh vainvin
9 ei will yyee notZot ifit ye dodb notilot restore them to

siaire ir rights andarid worth of property
r insquishuisnis to them the latter day saints aas

b0 their portion of power that belongs to
itISemem acaccordingcordin to the constitutionS power
has its convenience as well as inconvenience
the world was not made for caesar alone but
titus toytoo 1 1

I1 will give you a parable A certain lord
had a vineyard in a goodly land which men
labored in at their pleaspleasure a few meek men
also went and purchased with money from
somesowe of these chief men that laboredlabored at plea-
suresur a portion of landladd in the vineyard at a
very remote partparac of it and began to improve
it and to eat and drink the fruit thereof whenn
some vile persons who regarded not man nei-
ther feared the lord of the vineyard rose up
suddenly and robbed these meek men and drove
them from their possessions killing manmany

this barbarous act made no smallsmail stir among
the men in the vineyard and all that portion
who werevere attached to that part of the vine-
yardyar I1 where ththe anenmen were robbed rose up in
grand council with their chief man Nnhowhobouehadad
firstly ordered the deed to be done and made a
covenant not to the cruel deeddeeo but to
keep the spoil and never let those meek men
set their feet on that soilsoll againawain11 neither re-
compense them for it

now these meek men in their distress
wisely sought redress of those wicked men in
every possible manner and got none they
then supplicatedsup the chief men who heldheft the
vineyard at pleasure and who had the power
to sell and defend it for redress and redemp-
tion and those men loving ththee fame and favor
of the multitude more than the glory of the
lord of the vineyard answered your cause is
just but we can do nothing for you because
we have no power 1

now when the lord of the vineyard saw
that virtue and innocence was not regarded
and his vineyard occupied by wicked men he
sent men and took the possession of it to him-
self and destroyed these unfaithful servants 1

and appointed them their portion among hypo-
crites

and let me say that all men who say that
congress has no power to restore and defend
the rights of bherer citizens havehaveriotriat the love of
the truth abiding in them Concongressgreisgregs has pow-
er to protect the nation aagainstast foreign inva-
sion and internal broil and whenever that body
passes an act to maintain right with any
power or to restore right to any portion of her
citizens IT is THE SUPREME LAW OF THE
LAND and should a state refuse submission
that state is guilty of insurrection or02 rebellion
and thetile president haslias as much powerower to rrepelepelpei
it as washington had to marcimarch against the
whiskey boys of pittsburgpittsburgh or general jack-

ssondonon had to send an armed forcenoforce to suppress the
rebellion of south carolina

to close I1 would admonish you before you
let your candor compel you again to write
upon a subject great as the ialkalsalvation of man
consequential as the life of the savior broad
as the principles of eternal truth and valuable
as the jewels of etereternitynily to read in the ath
section and article of the constitution of
the united states the first fourteenth and sev-
enteenthenteeerteenth specific 5 and not very limited powers
of tilethe federal government what can be done
to protect the lives property and rights of a
virtuous people when the administrators of
the law and law makers are anbought by
bribes uncorruptedted by patronage
by gold una X by fear and uncontaminated
bby tantanglingling alliances even like wife
not oilyonlyouy unspotted but unsuspected and god
who cooled the beat of a
furnace or shut the mouths of lions for the
honor of a daniel will raise your mind above
the narrow notion that the general government
has no power altoto tilethe sublime idea that con-
gress with the president as executor is as
almighty in its sphere as jehovah is in liishis

with great respect I1 have the honor to be
your obedient servant

JOSEPH SMITH
hon mr J C calhoun

fort hilihill S C S
jonathan sen and thomas cart-

wright discharged by judge whitehead at
chester england the judge would not allow
the costs of prosecution ofor witnesses to be
paid by the crown it was very evident that
the church of ministers were at the
bottom of the machinations and were sorely
discomfitfittedted at the result I1 insert thetho state-
ment of the unfortunate occurrence given by
jonathan junior

thomas cartwight was baptized novem-
ber 6 1813 unknown to his wife by elder
jonathan sen but she hadhud mistrust-
ed he had gone to the water and went to pupug9
mires house the same evening and inquired
where tom waswasa inemeaninganing her husband
mrs answered she did not know

after thistin s mrs cartwright went out and
met them returning from the waters of bap-
tism and shouted damncdamon you illlii dip ye 1 and
expressing her determination to have revengerevenge
upon Pugmires family she used a great deal
of very bad language

some of the neighbors not belonging to the
church advised her not to speak so much
against the latter day saints as she might
yet become convinced of the truth of their doc-
trines and be baptized herself she replied

111I hopeho e totd god if ever I1 0ol01

that kilkiiillilliii lebe drowned in ththeL attempt
A short time afterwards inin con ace of

her husband talking to her about the truths of
the gospel shesha consented to go to Pugmires
house andadd hear forfoi herself

after attending a few times she told her
husband she had a dream in which she saw it
wasnaswas a fearful thinthing to fall into the hands of

1

the livinlivingg god and rerequestedquested to be baptized
mrs ati mire talked with her reminding

her of her ershharsh expression she confessed all
and said 111 I adveryam very sorry aad as my conduct
is known to all this neinelneighborhood ido not
wish to have my bbaptisma public but to have
it done privately alltaritand I1 wish no female to ac
company me to the water but vouyou

on the night of her baptism nov 23 1843
she was conducted to the water by herheronshihs
band and elder pugmire witnessed by mrs

and james moor pipreviousevious to this
time elder had baptized eight or tenteli
persons in the same place 1

on arriving at the water they found the
creek had overflowed its banksbariks in consequence
of0 a heavy rain which had fallen that day
elder pu mire examined its banks and con-
cluded he could attend to the ordinance with-
out going into the regular bed of the creek

this was done but on raising mrs cart
wright and as they were walking0 out they
botboth went under theold water

etwasit was afterwards discovered that the waglierwilerle
hadbad undermined the bank anaitand it gave way
undertinder their feet meantime thomas cartwright
leapt into the creek and seized hold of hishia
wirescifes petticoat but the water carried her off
and left the garment in his handband

james moor got hold of elder I1Pug maireraire by
the hair of his head mrs lreire holding
moors handband and thus they dragged him outoat

moor then ran to the village to give the
alarm on his return he found carevcartwrightright
about one hundred yards from where he leapt
in with his headbead above water holding on to
the stump of a tree he said he could not havehavo
remained in that situation one minute longerlonzer v

george knowlen swam the stream and gutgot
him out but his wife was riotnot found until the r

day following when she was found about twotivo
hundred yards from where the accident occur-
red standing upon her feet with her bead
above water the stream having fallen about
two feet

on pu reaching home a church of
england ministerer had him arrearrestedsiedsted and dradraggedged
from his family the same evening and kept in
custody of a constable until a coronerscoroners iriitiinquestquest
was held on the body of the deceased

after she was buried cartwright was ar- l

rested and both were sent to chester jail to
wait their trial before the judge of assize
theythe were in confinement six weeks and three
days before their trial came on

1 I

the judge whitehead remarked to thetiie
jury that baptism was an ordinance of our reli
clocioionnandand that it wasws a mere accident which
iadeadhad occurred he advised the jurymenjuryman tobeto bo
very cacarefulcarofillrefill how they examined the casecase be-
fore them that it was anat 0ordinancerdilanc e instituted I1
by god at that moment the lord spoke by
the voice of thunder which shook the court
house and advised the prisoners to be very
careful in the future to select properimproper0 placeilace
for the performance of that rite theythoy were
then set free

during their imprisonment had a
vision in which he was informed that thetheythay
would be liberated and hebe told cartwright 0o
be of good cheer for they certainly would be i

acquitted ll11

wednesday 3 at home
at noon met with the city council the

following is a copy of lleilethelie minutes
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL 4I1 jansan 3rdard 1844 12 olclock

names of members called all present
the mayoralayor directed the marshal to notify0 liy

william law and john snider that the coun-
cil watwas in session and informed the council
that william law had said to hlahia brother

that the police had been sworn by himliim
secretly to put law out of the way 111I have
had no private conversation with any of the
golicepolice but the high policeman jonathan dun-
hamam and that was to request him to bhasehaxea e es-
pecial care f my personal safety as I1 appre-
hended attempts to kidnap me by the missour
ians 1 ilelie called on the policemen to savusaybay i

i they hadbad received any private oath from himhien
when they all said 91Nol01

councilor Hhyrumyrum smith said that william
law told him thetha police had sworn him law
to keep the secret which was thatthit he was to
be put out of the way in three months

the mayor said he wished policemen to un-
derstandderstand forever that all he wanted waswai thatthai
they should execute the ordinances of thethe sitycitycity
and his orders according to law 4

g

several of the policepollee called forforthethe individual
to be named who had made the statement to
william law

the mayor said hebe thought proper that wil
liam law should come and make his stastatementtemen t
to the council on oath

the mayor then said to the police if yonvon
see a man stealing and you have told him
three times to stand aridand warned him that he
is a dead man if liehe does not stand and hebe
runsruna shoot off hlahia legs the design of the
of the police is to stop thieving but ah
should not be harmed until he drabbdnadra a weapons3
upon you


