THE DESERET WEEKLY.

writers were at that moment standing
at the Canltol end “-the line of com-
munication.

Not long ago I was myself a witnesa
to some amusing Incidents in the whis-
pering gallery, A lad of perhaps 15
years was one of the vietims. He was
alone, and gazing In evident admira-
tion at the groupd in Brumldi’s master-
plece,
the other slde of the chamber breathed
into his ear, apparently, that there was
a hole in the peat of his trousers and he
ought to be ashamed of himaelf. The
poor boy blushed and looked hastily at
his faultless garments, then to the
right and left and under the seat—but
nobody was near. Then fright over-
came him, and it is the opinlon of those
who saw him dash down the stalrs that
he is running:yet. Boon afterwards a
man’s hat fell from hts hand while he
was aimlessly wandering to and fro,
and the tile rolled down to a consider-
able distance beyond where he dared to
go. He was in great perplexity, not
wanting to go forth into the atreets
bare-headed; until a bright, but poorly-
dressed, small boy offered ta recover
the property—which he finally did, at
conelderable risk to himself, The man
was very liberal in hls “thank you."™
but proﬁ"ﬂ‘ea nothing else,
lad was disgusted, S8lipping around to
the other slde ond turning hls back,
he "got even' with the man for his lack
of generosity.

The owner of the hat heard aome-
body say, apparently cloge to his ear.
you old skinflint, give that grood boy
Afty centa. O01d stingy! Put half a

dollar on that there balustrade and
get out of this.” The man looked
myatified and unhappy. He squeezed

a couple of quarters as if Joath to part
with them, but finally, under the fire
ot explosives deposited the coin as di-
rected and went away.

But the worst of all waa a wretched
practical joke which I am afrajid may
have jed twe loving hearts to a divoree
court. Last September a blooming
malden and a young inan, whose mu-
tual admiration could not be hidden
under a bushel, were up in the famous
retreat basking in the aunshine of
love’s heyday at a rate of temperature

altogether tco high for this warm
climate. Same envious chap put a
stop to it. Having caught the girl’s

first name, the whiaperer grieved her
to the heart by hiceoughing inte hrr
ear maudlin worda of endearment. as
jf uttered by a man in a beastly stage
of Iintoxication. Her cheeks became
red, then pale. and her eyes finally
grew blg with genuine fright. 8he
beggesd to EO: but her escort, as non-
plusaed as she, declined, for the want
of hetter judement. Turn where she
might the whiapered exclamations of
admiring but maudlin flattery were
ringing in her eara. Finally =he
blazed out at her companion, accused
him of being durnk or orazy, and start-
ed down the stalrs elone. Her ‘‘best
fellow in the waorld,” had already fallen
from the high esteem in which he had
formerly been king bee, and a more
mystified, miserable chap never left
Washington in unmerited disgrace.
Last week a large party of New Eng-
land school teachers thronged the
Capltol from crypt to dome. Many of
them wore eye-glasses, a few carried
Jorgnettes, and &all were Intelligent
looking, well-dressed and without an
wpr anywhere in their voeabulary, Fou
half an hour I kept In the wake of &
detachment of young ladies, to whom
a gulde waf explaining things in flne
gtyle. He told them how the plans of
the hullding originated and were ac-
cepted; how, under the authority of
Congress, thgn meeting in Philadelphla,
& town lot and $500 were offered for
the beat deslgn, Out of eighty odd
competitors, the committeea selected
two plens—one drawn by Doctor Wm.
Thornton, an English physician. the

.
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when suddenly some raseal on .

Then the'

'other by Stephen Hallet, a French
.architeet. Presldent Washington fa-
ivored the plans of the Engllshman, and
Thomas Jefterson those drawn by the
I'renchman. Whashington finally eon-
vinced Jefferson that Thornton's plana
were the beat, and they were adopted.

Before the corner stone wag lald. it
was discovered that the Engllshman
wae only a amateur draftsman, and
not an architect, and the Frenchman
was engaged to superintend the con-
rtruction of the bullding according ta
Thornton’s drawings. The school
,ma‘'ams listened [ntently. Next the
guide described the laying of the cor-
| ner stone, He said the Senate was
{first constructed and furniahed in 1800,
and the House eleven years later, the
two buildings being connected hy a
bridge, Thornton's plans provided for
|8 dome, but the dome was nat buflt
{untll after the destruction of the buiid-
ing by the British. under Gen. Ross,
in the year 1814. The recanatruction of
the bullding wa&as begun in 1817, and
[completed in ten years. Thus the Cap-
fitol remalined until 1851, when the
House and SMenate extension® were he-
"gun and finished in '59. The immense
iron dome was finiahed 1n "63.

Next the historie paintings in the ro-
tunda ware inspected, and the Brumidi
friezes; and then the great bronze
doors at the entrance came in for their
share of admiration. They were cast
in Munich and cost our government
$28,500. But the teachers were dellght-
1ed to hear that the bronze doors at the
outside entrance of the Henate wing are

much flner and cost $566,000, and were
cast In  Chlcopee, Mass. Next thev
went to the old 8enate cham-
ber, now the BSupreme Court room.

and duly hetd their breath in that
sanctuary of departed greatness, haunt
| ed by the shades of Webater and Clay
and Calhoun and the mighty ones of
our natfon. Then the room in the Sen-
ate wing, which 1s set apart foir the
use of the President aof the United
States, was visited, It Is sald to contain
the fineat frescoes of any roam on the
Wesatern Henmisphere, the cholcest of
Brumidf'a work., The President usual-
1y vigits this room out of courtesy to
Congress on jhe last days of each sea-
sion. Here he slgna bllla that have
been passed. enrolled and engrossed in
the closing hours. All Presidents have
followed this precedent establinhed by
President Madison, except Mr. Cleve-
land; he never visited the Capitol but
once for this purpose, during his flrst
term: and during his second, the only
time he came here was to attend the
funeral of Senator Vance, Somehow,
he seemed to prefer going a fishing, o
duck hunting, or cruilsing with his
chums among the Pimlico swamps af-
ter reed-blrde. Then the Vice Presi-
dent’s sanctum waa visited and the ex-
act spot pointed out where Henry Wil-
ron died when he was Vige President of
the United States, above which now
stands his bust {n Cararra marble. The
guide related the incident of the ink-
stand. how when Levi P. Morton was
Vice President,the secretary of the Sen-~
jate brought a magnificent Inkstand,
which cost 3600, and placed It fn this
room. It worrfed Mr. Morton exceed-
Ilngly, for he deemed it an unwarranted
extravagance,as it certainly was; so he
retiurned the rix hundred dollars to the
government and carried the inkstand
away with him. Just then the Senator
from Massachusetts came in, and we
left. them surrounding the descendant
of the Cabots of the time of Henry
VII, and buzzing for hig autograph.
FANNIE BRIGHHAM.

A TRIBUTE FROM A VISITOR.

It has been my good fortune to have
personal acquaintance with many of
the prominent men of our country, be-
ginning with the grandest of all—the la-
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mented Lincoln—down to thoese of to-
day.

I have llstened apell-bound to the

healing, soothing phrases of Linceln,
and in rapt sympathy to the impas-
sloned words of Garrlson, Philllps, Fred
Douglas and the great hoat of brilllant,
honest men ,who with them raised their
volces in behalf of the black man, and
who In their pleading cast their eyes
heavenward, and asked the Father of
all that slavery might end, that ali
men might be free,

AR the memory of those men gnd
days comes back to me, I think of
their fervid utterances in behalf of
man, and I glory Iin their wondrpua
deeds, and feel that the world is im-
nieasurably better that they have lived.

Sometimes It seems to me that these
nmen and volices were divinely added to
those upon the earth, to lead all others,
and work out together in God's own
way the end of human slavery. far the
whole worid concedes that they were
the embodiment of sincerlty and hon-
esty, and that thelr daily Jife was ir=-
reproachable—they accomplilshed God's
work and the world bows down In fond
remembrance.

As I sat this afiernoon and listened
to the candid and at times eloquent
worda of the venerable President of the
Mormon Church, F became satisiled
(however much I might be at variance
wlith him in rellgious views) that before
jme stoed a grand eharacter—an honest
man. No rational human beings could
Ilook at, and hear him, and from thelr
inmoat hearts may otherwise. May his
days and the days of all such men as
he,be lengthened to thelongest apan, for
| the world Is better that they live.
| When he and such as he pass out
from this vate of teara, and wend their
way to the feet of Him they love so
! well, may thelr fondest hopes be real-
ized-—for such as they upon thia earth
are few indeed. In ell sincerity I volce
this wish, and give it wing, that It may
fly to them, and in their sad and
troubled hours be a source of comsola-
tion and of joy to them while living,
for to the pulseless elod of clay, flowers
upon the coffin exhale no fragrance.
and kindly words are meaningless.

C. R. JAMESON.

Sunday, Februarv 13, 1808.

PRUNING GRAPE VINES.

The trouble with an unpruned vine
ie that it bears too much fruit, and
this means poor quality. Le us take a
thrifty Concord vine to lluatrate this

matter, At the end of the seagon such
a vine, in good soil, kept well tilled,
should have somewhere near to 300

fruit buds on the new growth of the
past season. Now, 2 good Concord
vine should bear about twenty pounds

of first-class frujt each meason: If it
does this steadily year after year no
more should be expected. To bear

that amount of fruit, not more than
tifty buds are required. But as we have
seen our vine has about slx times that
number, hence many in exceas of the
need. Leave the vine untrimmed and
the 3600 buds will overbear rnd the yield
will be very inferfor. Prune to reduce
the number of buds to fifty and & good
¢rop of fruit may be expected. That
ia the aimple proposition nceded for
guiding your pruning knife. Cut away,
therefore, enough of the young canes
to bring the young buds down to the
right number. A good rule with Con-
cords is to rcmove all the canes but
five, and cut these back to nine or ten
huida each. The Delaware class should
have even less. Prune £nd tie up 8O
Ias to have a good distribution over the
trellls, The pruning should not be de-
terred heyond this month if it ean be
nelped. All things consldered. fall 8
perhaps even a better time for grape
pruning.—Vick's Magazine.



