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report recently received at Washing:
ton, from a member of the commission
engaged in the development and ac-
compllshment of this hemispherical
railroad, revives Interest in the project
once more.

Au to the railwayeyetems of Canada,

the United States and Mexico
they are nlready perfect ln com-
munication. But some time and
thought were expended by the

Commission in locating the most ad-
vantageous point of departure south-
ward from Mexico. Thia polnt has
heen decided In faver of Ayutla on
the frontier of Guatemala. The road
wili then proceed along the Pacific
Const, through Guatemals fo Banta
Anna in Ban BSalvador, thence east.
ward to (Fuascorat in Honduras. It
will oross over into Nicaragua, and in-
tersect the proposed canal, then paps-
Ing into Costa Rica will proceed south-
ward to the Iethmus of Panpama. The
location at which the isthmus will be
crogsed is not yet determined, but it
will enter the Aratre valley in Colom-
bia, and then commence its Bouth
American route.

The main line will proceeed through
Columbia entering Ecuador, and
passing by Quito and  other
towne will continue southward
into Pefu, thence to Bolivia as
far as Huanchaca. From thie point
branches wiil he constructed into the
Argentine Republiv, Brazil, Paraguay,
Uruguay and Ubile.

The Chilean branch wiil terminate
at eome point on the Paciflo. The
Argentine branch, which- has been
already surveyed, will condect with
the existing railway syetem of the
country, The branch inte Paraguay
and Uruguay will connect with the
railway systems of both countries, and
bring Montevideo in dJdirect rafllway
‘ecommunion with Chicago. The
branch in Brazil will connect with the
ratlway ayustem of that country, and
bring Rio de Janeiro within the fnter-
national route.

A branch road will also be built
from Bogota in Coelumbia, conpecting
with Yenezuela, which country the
main jine does not touch. This shows
that the Pan-American railway pro-
ject has not expired. On the contrury,
It is very much alive, and the govern-
ments of the Bouth and Central Ame-
rican countries are taking active men-
sures to complete it. It should be un-

derstood that most, if not all the exist-
ing systems of roade in these countries
can be utillzed for the perfection of the
echeme. In some pluces It requires
only the coustruction of comparatively
small seclions of road to connect the

resent systems in many of theee coun-

riea. That the work will eventually
be achleved seems lo be a foregone
conelusion.

“SATISFACTORY EVIDENCES.”

IN the discussion of the question of
statehood for Utah, it ia frequentiy
ntated that should the enabiing act
proposed pass both houeee of Congress,
it would certainly -be vetoced by the
President. The ground advanced for
this statement is the President’s alleged
opposition to such a measure, as set
forth In his message to Congress.
This ia worth examining into with
some care,

The probahility of the paseagecofl any
bil} relating to the political sltuation in
Utah at shis session of Congress is not

very strong. We bhuve expressed
our Impressions as to the (ate
of the Faulkpner bill, and we

have much doubt as to the success
of the Teller bill. But we do not think
the Janguage of the President’s mes-
sage warrants the conclueion that the
President would veto a bill for the
future admisslon of Utah, if it gained
the support of any cousiderable num-
ber of representative men of his own
party.

The Pregident did notsay that ‘‘the
power of Congress over Mormoniem
should not be surrendered,?’ as is fre-
quently reported in the dJdiscussion o
this matter, He said, In reference to
polygamy:

“The power of Congress over this sub-
ject ahould not be surrendered, until we

ave sutisfactery evidence that the people
of the Btate to be ereated would exercise

the exclusive power of the State over
this subject in the same way.”’

That is u very different thing. It is
no more than what most of the lead-
ing men of both political parties bave
maintained for some time. From their
stundpoint it ie coneistent. But fair
and magnanimous people, Democrats
and Republicans, begin- to concede
that the ‘*evidence’ s ‘‘satisfactory.”
We belleve that it can be madeso to
everybuedy hui those who would op.
pose any measure of reliel for Utah
from political bondage, for fear it
might be mereiful to the **Mormons,*?

The proper place for provisions
which would be ‘fsatlsfactory evi-
dence’ on the ground desired, would
be in the Constitution of the State.
Not that there should be any unusual
compact. The President expressed hia
opinion that such a compromise would
not “be binding or eflective.”* But
the sctual conditions of Utah, the
course purgued by the Church nnd by
the people, the improbability, ayeim-
possibilily, of a return to former ocon-
ditions, with the restrictions and re-
quirements that would form part of
the State Constitution, would be all-
sufficient to meet the demand.

These pruvisions ought not to be

placed In an enabling act. But if it ls
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thought necessary, they can be ineerted
by way of amendment to the Teller
bill. However, seelng that the Siate
Constitution, sfter it is framed and
voted on by the people, must pass the
scrutiny of Congress and receive the
endoreement of that body before it
xoes to the President, there nppears to
be no necessity for loading the en-
abling act with what does not belong
to it, and Dpo reasonable excuee for
epposing the measure simpiy on the
ground of the remote possibility of
dunger from polygamy.

The Teller bill puts off actual state-
hood for some time, ; Is not that delay
aufficient? . If not, Jet those who think
30, move [or an extension of the time.
While the matter is Lefore Congress
why not make some final disposition
of it, so as to suit reascnahle people of
all parties and {actione? And, candid-
ly, cannot the *evidence” be made
“gatisfaclory’’ to Congress, to the Pres’
ident And to all rational persons con-
cerned, that the obstacles in [ftabh’s
way have been removed, and that she
will be thoroughly qualified, in a short
time that might be specified, to take
her place among the Blates of the
Union, as a strength and a support and
not a suspicion and a perplexity to the
nation?

AS TO THE EXPENSE.

THE_ cut-and-out advocates of the
Faulkoer bill ridicule the objection”
offered against it on the ground of ex-
pense. They eay the same ohjection
would hold good againet statebood;
that home rule 18 miways expensive;
that it is worth all it would coet; and
that nobody cught to be eo eordid as to
mention the price of it.

Well, there are at least two sides to
the question. That the passage of the
bill would entail great expense, to be
met by additional taxatlon, itestrong-
est supporters do notdeny. 'Thatstate-
hood would be just as much if not more
expensive,also cannot be dieputed. That
the benetits of the latter would far ex»
ceed the cost, we believe will he geh:
oerally conceded. And that only the
sordid would ohject to it solely on ae-
count of the cost, we are not disposed
to question’

But that the objectors to the Faulk-
ner bill on the ground of its expense
are open to this lmputation, we think
in a mistake, A® we underetand ft,
they would -be willing to pay for it
{f the returne would be worth the
money. They do not want to give

something for mnothing., They do
not want (o pay heavy taxes
for ocomparatively small returse,
If bome rule were actually

attalnable under the measure called hy



