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WE are living in a very pecullarpeculiar age
and as a people we are doing a work
which attracts the attention of man-
kind our name Is known for good
and evil in all lands at no time in
the history of mankind that we have
any account of has there been a people
of our number who have attracted as
much attention and created as great
an interest in the mindswinds of the public
as these have who live in these moun-
tains and are known as mormonscormonsMormons I1 or
latter day saints

the age in which we live Is one in
which intelligence travels with great
rapidity knowledge is communicat-
ed with case alidanda by means of the
newspapernew the telegraph wire and
the other which the age af-
fordsf everything connected withavith us
as a people Is heralded ffromromrow one end
of the earth to the other in common
with all the acts of the children of
men unfortunately however with
these facilities for the transmission of
true knowledge there are also equal
facilities torlor theilo transmission of false-
hood and vismisrepresentationrepresentation behavewe have
been the victims of falsehood and
slander herculean efforts have been
made to create false impressions con-
cerning the kingdom ofof god and the
church which our eatherfather in heaven has
established it is well for us how-
ever that we have been prepared for
this in the commencement otof this
work of our god they who received it
were warned of the character of
the Iyarwarfarecarfarefare that would be instituted
against them the lord revealed in
great plainness that it might cost them
everything they held dear upon the
carthandearthand that the warfare that would
be waged against them would be one
of unceasing hatred these difficul-
ties and trials therefore have not come
upon the people without some degree
of preparation for them the lord
gave the spirit of prophecy and revela-
tion unto his servants and unto his

1 people to prepare them forford these
events and there Is nothing that has
tetyet taken place connected with this
work of our god that has not been
made manifest through the revelations
which he has given this has been a
great cause of strength to the people
and hashis prepared them to bear with
some degree of equanimity and fortforti-
tude the trials and the afflictions to
which they have been subjected it Is
well for us that this has been the case
it Is well for us also that accompany

i ing the work of our god there has
been a4 spirit of peace bestowed upon
those who have espoused that work
if this had not been the case howflow un-
fortunate our lot would have been
how unbearable we could never
have endured that which we have been
called to pass through had there not
been this spirit of peace that god
promised in the beginning to bestow
upon us I1 doubt myself whetheraether there
can be found anywhere within the con-
fines of the iobeglobelobe another people liv-
ing in greatergreated peace in the enjoyment
of more happiness pure happiness
than can be found in these valleys from
north to south while all manner of
evil has been spoken against the lat
ter day saints while lourour names have

3 been everywhere cast out as evily god
has given compensation to us bypy be
stowing upon us these blessings to
which I1 have referred

it is well torfor us to look at the cir-
cumstancescumstances which surround us and to
take a proper survey of aallaliI1 the events
that lie before us that are likely to
take place in the future connected with
us god has given unto us the truths
this we have received accompanied by
abundant testimonies those who
have entered into covenants with god
who have goneone down into the waters
ofbf baptisbaptismiii in obedience to his re-
quirementsquirements submitting to the ordin-
ances that ilellehe has instituted for salva-
tion and have done this in alucsincerityerity

purity of purposeseyseq have re-
ceived for themselves testimonies from
god respectingrespect lneine the divinity of the
work with which they have become
identified it is of the utmost im-
portance that we should cherish this
spirit and feeling that it should be
with us constantly in our movements
in every act of gurourour lives and that we
should so live thatthal the holy ghost
willavill rest down in power and in testi-
monymony upon us it iss not only necessary
that those who stand at the head
should know for themselves concern-
ing this work its divillydivinity anandd the pur-
posesplaes of god connected withi th ifit but
that every namemberember however humble
and obscure should in like manner re

calve of that spirit and enjoy its pres-
ence and its power have its giftsif ts rest-
ing down upon him or liherer each
member should stand as a living wit-
ness of the truth that the father hashis
revealed and which each of us who
chavecohave compliedM lied with his requirementsr have rereceivedededewed

t god has placed Usits here upon the
earth to accomplish imimportantoctant pur

9 poses these purposes gavehavehavo been in
part revealed unto us probably it Is
notdot possible for men and women lain
this mortal state otof existeexistenceilceiloe to cocurncornM

ailall the dostdestdesignsno of god cocon-
nected with mansmaus ut upon tiatoothe
elarth I1i but much heshis beonbeen revealed uupiloaon mismig to hifig EB18 16 in

hisbis respect if in no other the latter
day saints should be the happiest the
most contented the most joyous of nilsill
people0Op 1e that live for notnut only hashis anetnknowledge0 wledge of the past been communi-
cated to us but thetile present
that which Is connected with our pro-
bation here and also much knowledge
concerning the future

nowie a man can only know whence
beamehe came why he Is here and that
which awaits him after this life it
seems to me that he has abundantabut
causescause of happiness within hisbis grasp
much of the unhappiness and
trinity that prevail todayto day in the minds
of mankind arise from ignorance upon
these points hence weave see the
course that many of the children of
men are taking if a mailman knewkurr exact-
ly why god sent him nerehere the object
that liehe had in giving unto him a mor-
tal exiexlexistencestene dudo you think that meninen or
women who nad this knowledge would
be guilty of suicide would hayehave any
disposition to cut off their own exist-
ence and to destroy that gift which
god in hisills mercy has given unto us
I1 certainly think not I1 do not believe
that any human being who properly
comprehends the object that god hasbaa
had in placing igauman here upon the earth
and who has a desire to carry out that
purpose would ever attempt selfseif des
truction liehe would ffromroin such
an act with horror and would never
dare to destroy the earthly tabernacle
given nimmm bv god in these respects
as I1 have saidsaldsaisalld weave possess rare advan-
tages it is a great favor from god to
have this light there is no unwilling-
ness on jusiiiili part to communicate it11

but there Is an unwillingness on the
part ofot the children of mearoea to receive
itchenit when it is communicated

the bible tells us we came from god
the bible tells us liehe is thetho father of

i our spirits how Is he the father of
our spirits this is an important
question and one that each of us
should endeavor to understand I1
think it is of the utmost importance
that the latter day saints should un-
derstandderstand and be able to comprehend
this question thoroughly because
upon the proper understandunderstandingirig of this
must to a great extent depend their
actions in this life

it has been argued that because we
have no recollection of any previous
ststateate of being our exexistenceI1stence must
therefore have commenced at our birth

that that was the inception of exist-
ence so far as we are concerned this
is the general belief throughout chris-
tendom no body of worshippersworshippers who
call themselves christians that we
have any account of have any belief in
a preexistentpre existent state for mariman they
consider hisbis birth into mortality as the
beginning of life for him yet the be-
lief is universal among them that jesus
christ the son of dodgod and the re-
deemer of the world had a pre exist
ence it is the corner stone of their
faith if jesus did not have life till ilehe
appeared in mortality then their faith
in him is vain for liehe would not be
god but they profess to believe that
he is god the son that liehe dwelt in
the heavens and was the creator of all
things before liehe took upon himself
humanity in believing this they are
correct but why they should be willing
to believe this concerning our elder
brother jesus and at the a same
time be uniunwillingvilling to believe that
the whole family of man
also existed in the heavens with
the father before they came here is
notn61 clear those who saw the savior
while in mortality saw nothing in him
to distinguish him particularly from
other mortals doubtless those
who were enlightened by
the spirit of god could perceive
evidences of hisills superiority over or-
dinary men and of hishia divinity but
did pilate did the phariseePharisees and
Stscribesribes the latteriatter class-
es ilehe avasawas a common man and a vulgar
impostor who deserved an ignominious
death illshis divine eloryglory avaswas veiled
from mortal eyes would any one havehaye
suspected from the appearance of the
savior from his teachings from hisills
treatment of his disciples that he
differed so widely from them as to be
of an enentirely distinct species cer-
tainly not ilehe taught to them and to
others the great doctrine of equality
if they would obey certain laws con-
form to certain requirements they
were to be illshis equals that is be one
with him as ilehe would be one with the
father inthisin this teaching ilehe offended
the jews their dislike to these ideas
of his found expression in the wordscords

being a manmail madest thyself
god ills disciples had the right to
think from all that ilehe taught that if
he hadhad been with the father beforebelore
coming into this mortal life they alsoaiso
had been there itif they were to be so
closely associated with him in the
great future what was there to suggestt
to them that they had not been inti-
mately connected with him in the past
if ilehe had been chosen ffromrom before thetiie
foundation of the earth to do the work
which ilehe was then doing what incon-
sistencysis tency would there be rihrikin their being
chosen also as his ministers
cielatesclatesates at the same time to look at
them as they traveled and labored to-
gether throughout jewry there was
nothing unreasonable in the of
their common origin

the lord jesus was undoubtedly se-
lected for the great mission of redeem-
ing the world because of illshis great
qualities and his peculiarpecullar fitness as one
of the godhead it is written of himfilm
thou lovest righteousness and babest

wickedness therefore god thy god
hath anointed thee with thetile oil off glad
nossanessane aboveboere thy fellowsqswaowad1I wwere iliaI1 fellows were not alltthothe it ed of hcheavensavens bolissoilsttherutheyretheythoy who afterwards madowado their

coon tho earthcirth aaas propheteprophets

apostles and righteous men if he
was chosen above all illshis fellows and
anointed with the oil of gladness js it
not consistent and reasonable to sup-
pose that ills faithful apostlesA astles were
also chosen and anoanointedinte F to perform
their part in the great drama ofof human
eilekiexistencestence for the enactment of which
the earth was to be prepared if he
had companions in the heiheavenstrenatrens or to
usense the language of the scriptures

fellows is it reasonable to suppose
that liehe left them there while he came
down here and took upon himself
mortality does it violate in the least
a ny idea that weave derive ffromiromrom the sacred
nr cordscoristoto think that lilshis fellows
asoalso came here and as ilehe did also
attained mortal tabernacles

if weave grant that hisills fellows in the
heavens came here as ilehe did and ob-
tained mortal bodies what shall weave say
of the undistinguished millionslionsalons who
have crowded their waywax forward into
mortal life from the beginning shall
weave divide humanity into classes and
saysav one class had a heavenly existence
bebeforeforelore coming here while another class
sprung into existence at mortal con-
ception or birth if we are not justi-
fied by either scripture or reason IIIin
placing the redeemer of the world in a
class by himself so far as pre exist
ence is concerned and in sseparating
him in this respect ffromroin illiginishis fellowss
how can we indfind warrant for dividingq
the rest of the family of god I1intotito two
classes one as havihavingang a pre existence
and another as not having any life till
they arrive here

if it were possible fortheforfon the lord jesus
to descend from the mansmangmansionslonsions of glory
and take possession of a mortal taber-
nacle and be born of a woman lain the
shape of an infant is it not equally
possible that wuwe all did the samelsame
everything that weave know concerning
the mystery of this life justifies us in
thus bellevbelievinging but weave are not left to
speculation upon this point god has
revealed this in great plainness the
bible proves to us that jesus existed
with tilethe father and that ilehe descended
from hisills high estate IIIin the regions of
glory to become a mortal man fortor ilehe
speaks himself in praying to the fath-
er of vieuieule glory ilehe had with the father
before liehe came here that glory having
been revealed to him now is there
anything difficult or incomprehensible
in the thouthought that we all in like man-
ner existed with the father and with
our lord and savior jesus christ before
we came here the lord in speaking
to jeremiah reveals to himhirn in greatgreat
plainness that liehe had a pre existence
in the first chapter of jeremiah ilehe
tells him that before he was formed in
the womb he knew him that ilehe chose
him to be a prophet that he had been
designated for the work that he had to
accomplish and thousands of others
amonamenamong mankind have felt though they
knew nothing by recollection of their
previous existence that they were
called and desedeshdesignatedmated and destined to
accomplish great works upon the
earth

the revelations that have been given
unto us as a people havecommcommunicated
this doctrine unto us we are taught
in the record of abraham which has
been translated and given unto us that

orto mans coming upon the earth
liebe had an existence with the father
and that weave all all the inhabitants of
the earth every man and woman and
child that has ever beba bornbom upon tilethe
earth or that ever will be born on the
earth have had an existence with the
father before coming here

with these views that I1 have endeav-
ored to set beabeforeore you we cancall have some
understanding concerning the object of
man being placed upon the earth if
weave are the chchildrenidren of our god then
god our Eternal Father has had an ob-
ject a great object to accomplish in
elacineplacing us here on the earth jeusjeus
hadbadad a mission to perform ilehe came
and took upon himself mortality A
mortal probation was assigned limhimjim
it was a part of the planplau of salvation
notdot only connected with hisills exaltation
but witti the redemption of the human
family there has been a purpose in
all this this earth has been created
togtoe a purpose manalan is here for a pur-
pose death is in the world for a pur-

i pose just as much as life and all these
arearoaareaa part ol01 the Divin eplan connected
with mansroans existence in the past at the
present and fforor the ffuture

A great many have stumbled and havequesquestionedtinned the justice of our god and
have also gone so farlar as to question the
very existence of god because of the
earthly circumstances which surround
the children of men it has been said
bby who have taken this view anatothereif there were an all powerful being
such as god iais described to be liehe
would interpose in behalf of the chil-
dren of men and deliver them ffromrein the

scenes and circumstances which
they frequently have to pass through
the fact that man Is in such a condition
and is surrounded by such circum
stances is frequently urged as an evi-
dence that there is no god that thereture
can be no god possessing such attri-
butesbut s as are ascribed to him by those
who believe in him manyblany people have
been deluded by this kind of reareasoningsonin
ththey have become infidels and rejectrejectedea
all beliefbellefellefelief in god and in any providence
connected with manloan and with mansupon the earth they havebave
abandoned themselves to complete un-
belief upon this point butcut those who
have sought after god those who have
humbled themselves before him and ob-
tained

o-
nknowledge from him in the way

that ilehe has appointed though to them
all may not be perfectly plain do per-
ceive and acknowledge the providence
of god inift all the circumstances which
surround them they perceive hishla
baud and acknowledge it in all tho
eventseventa connected with their mortal
ex istance and with thothe mortal detmet

of choir fellows

god has had a purpose in withdraw-
ing himself from man it has not neenocen
aparta part of illshis purpose to reveal him-
self inla hisills falnessfulness in illshis glory in hisills
power unto illshia children upon the
earth Mallmailmany notnod understanding why
this should be and unable to compre-
hend any purpose in it have stumbled
and yielded to doubts and been ready
becat ue of this to deny his existeexistence
now i titsti is been a parlpart of the plan of
malval HIin as revealed in all thethy records
that udu d come downdowil to us from the
bcbeginD toztogin ffromrom thedays of our father
adamadail ineilinell now it is part of the plan
of 8sa811 v cloncionclon I1 say connected with
man exiviiexistencestence upon tiiethe earth that
god should thus withdraw himself as
it wertywereywertwere from man and that a veil
should be drawn between himself and
manmau and that ifit knowledgeknowledge ofot him
be obtained it should be obtainedb ined by
the exercise of great faith and con-
tinued labor on the part of llishis child
dren but why it may be asked is
this necessary why is it that god has
not revealed himself with great falness
and power unto all the inhabitantsinnabi tants of
the earth and left them incomplete
possession of all the knowledge neces-
sary to prove to them that liehe is god
questions of this kind are ffrequently
propounded by men they ask why
does he not reveal himself fully to hhhii
creatures why should he leave them
a prey to doubt why should he leave
them in darkness why should he
glyediyeSivelve opportunities to the adversary of
their soulssoula to assail them as he does
for want of that knowledgeknowledse which he
lalmightht communicate so easilycostly these
aresire important questionsionslons audand theyakey are
questions chica as latter day saints
weave should understand

we must remember to begin with
that god our eternal fathergassashas given
unto each otof us our agency Ttherehere is
no human being born on the earth
from whom god has withheld his or
her agency we have as lucli righettoto
exercise our agency in our sphere as
god the eternal father has to exer-
cise histits agency in his sphere just as
much it is not sacrilege it is not any
infringement upon the power of our
god to indulge in this thought or to
have this belief it does not detract in
the least from hisills cloryelory broicfrair illshis
power nor ffromrom our dependency upon
himfilm as an infinite jand almighty being
to entertain this view of ourselves
jesus said when he was upon the
earth be ye perfect even ayas your
father in heaven is perfect howrow
could weave be ifit man did not have the
power within him through the agency
which god has given him to be thusthua
perfect everywhere throughout the
divine record where god has communi-
cated illshis mind and his will to men
this princiaprInprinciplecircig is plainly manuessmaman fest that
man IIIliihas hadd given unto him in the
greatest ffreedom and without limit the
power his own agency it
AwasvaS so in the beginning in the very
commencement of the work of ourout
god upon the earth when ilehe placed
adam in the carden and gave eve unto
him for a wife he set before them the
principle of knowledge that Is heller
told them what they should do he
told them what they should refrain
from doing he toldtaid them that if they
did certain things certain penalties
should follow had such a thing been
possible and consistent with the pur-
poses of heaven he might at thetheveravervvery
beginning have prevented adam ffrom

his agency instead of saying
to him of every tree of the gandengarden
thou freely cateat except the tree
of knowledge of good and evil and
leaving him free to eat ofbf the fruit of
that tree he might have put it out of
his power to touch 0 taste it but
not so liehe gave him the opopportunitylitn
of exercising his agency ilehe told himan

helie could eatcat of every tree freely ex-
cept the tree of knowledge of good
and evil bu t that he should not eat of it

for in the layday that thou eanest thereof
thou surely die there was no
attempt oaon the part of our father to
interfere withavith the agency of adam in
this respect ilehe left him perfectly
free audand in the exercise of that free
domdo m adam dia partake of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil his wife
Peveve wasavas deceived in eating of the
ffruitruit she partook of it being beguiled
yet in the perfect exerciseexercisesise of her
agency andafter she had partakenpartakerpartaken of
it and become subject to the penalty
that god had pronounced tlette penalty
of death and expulsion from the gar-
den then she camecanie and told aamadam
what she had done adam was ullyfully i

conscious of all the consequences that
had attended this act liehe knew per-
fectly well that the penalty would be
executed that eve had become tumortalortalthat death had entered into hherer- btataberCr
nacle and the penalty that god had
pronounced would be fully executed
that she wawoulduld be thrown out of the
gardengardeasiardenandand that they would be separa-
ted forever that is so far as this life
was concerned ilehe knew this and
fully conscious of all thetile consequen-
ces which should follow his partaking
of tae fruit he partook of it in doing
so he was not deceived he partook
of it because of his deltedeita to fulfillfulfil the
commandments of god god had
givengiren unto him this woman forfonforafonaa wife
they were bound together by immortal
ties but because of ahn act of hers
there must necessarilyilylIv have been a
separation that would havellave endured as
longions as her mortal life endureden lured adam
understanding this partook of the
fruit and as Is said by the prophet
lehllehi adam fell that matlman mightI1 be
and oenmen are that thocthor may have joy 11

if he had not fallen tfif he had not parar
taken of that fruit there would haveave
been no human race on the earth he
understood this therefore he parpartookook
of it and accompanied his yuewifeyke it sravrn
a part ol01 thotao plan thadthat wasuras
in the heavens before adam wan

in the garden god by his foreknowledge understood perfectly tbtthatadam in the exerexerciseeiseelse of bisbig slgencyagency
would fallfail therefore Ilehe prepared iredeemer in the persopersonnot0 lihills sorsop
jesus christcloristCl irist who we arearc toltoitoldd was
lambiamb slain from before the foundation
of the world 11 god having seen tha
adam would fall that death woulacome upon him and that a redeemer
would be necessary in order to re-deem inanluanman from the effects of the hilhll
for unless there had been a ledemeRedeme
provided adam and all his po
would have slept allan eternal sleep tierther
would have been consigned to tit
tomb and there would have been anredemption because of tbtthi
penalty that had been pronounced atm
the father upon him if liehe committed
this act god knowing all thilthi provid
ed a redeemer that redeemer wuwas
the son of god jesus our savior ir
whose name we all approach
eatherrather in whose name saisalsalvation fc

given unto the children of men itofa
arranged beforehand that ilehe ishnuk
comecorne and perform hisills mission lain th
meridian of time lay down hiiHinhinlinelilerile

as it was known that ilehe avoultwould dc

through the wickedness of bad men

now it may be said why didfid BOno
god prevent man and woman frofros
taking this course because
before saldsaid it wasivas right tei thetha
should exercise their 4ency
shall I1 savmy could pot do I1 anictt
from hishia majesty and illshis ioaloa br
placing a limit on his power uituli
say ththalthat god would not becaasbecause
would be in violation of his ownlyounla
it would be in violation of those
nal laws which our god himself r
cizes for him to have itinterfereelferedildija

deprived man and womwoman of
agency but knowing theP coifca

of their actions ilelle prepare
wayavav for their salvation aad theirltheir
dempt ionlon and thus it Is that we
born on the earth it was pantpart off
design that we should be subjectSubjected
all tttheseese afflictions and trials andandi
deals that belong to this mortal gas

of existence this was paltpact of0 KP

plan
I1 have been told by objectorobjectorssttl

god ought to reveal himself in fusefatef
why does he not do it BebecausecauseEif
were to do so we should be deprived
the opportunities of proving our late
rity whichchich weave now havellave he I1
marked out the path for us to walkvill
he has designed that we shall
gle that we shall exercise itfait

that weave shall contend with it

temptations of the adversary that
shallshail overcome evalandeviland by a contla
exercise of faith progressress in the caocooceiri
that he has assigned to us it is w
lately necessary that we should
tempted and tried in order that
should receive the glory that behe hohas

tonetore for us what would bourst
tion amount to what would heuhai
amount to ifit weave had never been ia
it we were to be placed in heaven wit
out trial without effort without eCT

tion upon our part to overcome I1L

and to contend withavith those
that abound in this mortal state ot

istance atwould not be such a hesta
as god inhabits and such a helvinheaven
liehe designs that all his children a0
inhabit for let me say to jocjohyot
brethren andami sisters god desirodesi sins

WPwe shall be like himfilm ilehe designs
illshis children shall attain unto llewileothet
head that js if they will obey tbt
necessary to bring themthern up to tetteltational andlind before they can
unto that before they can engol
before they can be inalnain a condicondinotio ij
appreciate that theybev must pass thtirotito
just such scenes of0 f trial and ttrite
lionilou and affliction as weave are
to in this mortal condition of existe

there is an interesting
the newnow translation of thethis
the pearl of great price that I1 SV

often been struck with it bbiw
clearly the feelings of our first padpan
after they had been thrust out of

garden of eden I1 will react ap
graph or two

and adam called upon the nadnam
the lord andaud god also illshis wife
they heard the voice of the lord tak
the way towards the garden of eaE

speaking unto them andasid they S a ir t

not for they were shatshut out frofronim
presence

that was one of the consequences
the fall they were shut out aniandanif
has been from that time to this
out from the presence of the father

andaladhehe gave unto them commo
ments that they should wor hP
lord theirtheir god and should ofer

of their nockflock for an offafien
unto the lord abdadand adama was olit

ent unto the
lord

and eve hs wife ilgardepard all
thingsand was glad sayinggayla irele
not for our transgression we daB

should have seed and never syoshosatsal

have kuoknoknownwn good and evil and the
of our redemption and the elsmey
life which god unto all t

obedient
and adam and eve blessedmessed ll11

name of god and they made all
known unto their sons and da flati

now I1 this couplecoupie blessed dodgodabe

causecauso of their transgression littheidlidd

eyes were 0openedened they had become
gods for the devildesil in tempting el
hadbad told a truth when he said
that when she should eat of the tree
knowledge of good and evilevilaot
should become as gods ileUs toldtoi t

truth in telling that bbutut he abcaccaccod
danied it with a lie as he always doe

he never tells the complete triintruth
said thatthit they should not oleale th1
father had saldsaid that tttheyley coald dieele

the devil had to tell a he11 in orderowroutaraccomplish bishla purposesealcal butont ater1
t

waa bomoaulgo truth in himhis statement detdel
creacyca were thoythey blid A


