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a practicable transit for ships across
the strip of land separating the At-
lantic from the Pacific, has been re-

peatedly manifested during the last
half century. My immediate prede-
cessor caused to be negotiated with
Nicaragua a treaty for the construction
by, and at the sole cost of, the United
States, of a canal through Nicaraguan
territory, and laid it before the Senate.
Pending the action of that body there-
on, I withdrew the treaty for

and an attentive considera-
tion of its provisions leads me to with-
hold it from to the
Senate.

Maintaining as I do the tenor of a Hue
of Presidents trom Washington's days,
which proscribe enlarging entagling
alliauces with foreign states, I do not
favor a policy of acquisition of new
and distant territory, or the incorpo-
ration of remote interests with our
own. The laws of progress are vital
and organic, and we must be con-
scious of that irresistible tide of com-
mercial expansion which as the con-
comitant of our active civilization,
day by day is being urged onward by
those increasing facilities of on,

transportation aud
communication to which steam
and electricity have given birth.
But our duty 111 the present instructs
us to address ourselves mainly to the
development of the vast resources of
the great area committed to our charge
and to the cultivation of the arts of
peace within our borders, though
jealously alert in preventing the Amer-
ican hemisphere iroru beingjinvolved in
the political problems and complica-
tion ol distaut governments. There-
fore,! am unable to recommend a prop-
osition iuvolving paramount privileges
of ownership or right, outside our own
territory, when coupledwith absolute
and uuiiiuited engagements to defend
the territorial integrity of the State,
where such interests may be.

ISTHMIAN CAXAL.

While the general project of con-
necting the two oceans by means of a
canal is to be encouraged, 1 am of the
opinion that any scheme to that end
to be considered with lavor shall be free
from the features alluded to. The

route is declared by engin-
eers ot the highest repute and by com-
petent scientists to afford an entirely
practical transit for vessels and car-
goes by means of alship railway from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. The obvi-
ous advantages of such a route, if
feasible, over others more distant from
the axial Tines- - of traffic between
Europe and the Pacific, and particu-
larly tetween the valley of the Missis-
sippi aud the western coast ot
iNliilu and South America are
deserving of consideration. What-
ever highway may Oe constructed
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the treaty limits, as the wisdom of
Congress may devise.

THE CONGO COUNTRY.

The independent state of the Congo
has been organized as a government
under the sovereignty of His Majesty,
the King of the Belgians, who assumes
its chief magistracy in his personal
character only, without making the
new State a dependency on Belgium.
It is fortunate that a beoighted region,
owing all it has of quickening civiliza-
tion to the benitlceuce ot the philan-
thropic spirit of this monarch should
have the advantage aud security of his
benevolent supervision.The action taken by this government
last vear in being the first to recognize
the flag of the International Associa-
tion of the Congo has been followed by
formal recognition of the new nation-
ality, which succeeds to its sovereign
powers. A conference of delegates of
the principal commercial nation was
held at Benin last winter to discuss
methods whereby the Congo basin
might De kept opea to the world's
trade. Delegates attended on behalf
of the UnltedTstates.on the understand-iDgth- at

their part ishould be merely
deliberative without imparting to the
results any binding character, so far as
the United States were concerned.
This reserve was due to the indis-
position of this government tQ share
in any disposal, by an International
Congress, of jurisdictional questions
in relation to the state of foreign ter-
ritories. The results of the conference
were embodied in a formal act of the
natureof an international convention
which laid down certain obligations
purporting to be binding on the sign-
ers, subject to ratification within one
year. Notwithstanding the reservation
under which the delegates of the Uui-
ted States appended their signatures,
they were attached to the general act
in the same manner as those of the
plenipotentiaries of other governments,
thus making the United States appear
without reason or qualification as

to the joint international en-

gagement imposing on the signers the
conservation of tuelteritorial integrity
of distant regions where we have no
established interests or control. This
government does not, however, regard
its reservation of liberty of action iu
the premises as at all impaired, hold-

ing as we do, that an engagement to
share in the obligation of enforcing
neutrality in the remote Valley of the
Congo, is an alliance whose reposibill-tle- s

we are not in a position to assume,
I abstain from asking the sanction of
the Senate to that act.

The correspondence will be laid be-

fore you, and the Instructive and in-

teresting report of the agent sent by
this government to the Congo country,
and his recommendations for the es-
tablishment of commercial agencies
on the African coast ar i also submitted
for your consideration.

CENTRAL AXD SOUTH AMERICA.

The commission appointed by my
predecessor last winter to visit the
Central and South American countries
and report ou the methods of enlarg-
ing the commercial relations of the
United States therewith, has sub-
mitted reports which will be laid be-
fore you. No opportunity has been
omitted ti testify the friendliness of
this government'toward Corea whose
entrance into the family of treaty
powers the United States were the
first to recognize.

I regard with favor the application
made by the Corean Government to be
allowed to employ American officers as
military instructors, to which the as-

sent of Congress becomes necessary,
aud I am happy to say this request has
the concurrent sanction of China and
Japan.

The arrest and imprisonment of Ju-li- os

Santos, a citizen of the United
States, by the authorities of Ecuador,
gave rise to a convention with that
government, in which his right to be
released, or to have a speedy and im-

partial trial on announced charges,
and with all the guarantees of defense
stipulated by treaty, was insisted upon
by the United States. After an elabor-
ate correspondence and repeated and
earnest representations on our part.
Mr. Santos was, after alleged trial and
conviction, eventually included in a
general decree of amnesty aud par-
doned by the Ecuadorian executive,
and released, leaving the question of
his American citizenship denied by the
Ecuadorian government, but insisted
upon by our own.

The amount adjudged by the late
French and American claims commis-
sion to be due from the United States
to French claimants on account of in-

juries suffered by them during the war
of secession, having been appro-
priated by the last Congress, has
been duly paid the French government.

FRENCH RESTRICTION'S.

The act of February 2o, 18S5, provided
for a preliminary search of the records
of the French prize court for evidence
bearing on the claims of American
citizens against France for spoliations
committed prior to 1601. The duty has
been performed and the report of the
agent will be laid before you.

I regret to say that the restrictions
upon the importation of our pork into
France continue, notwithstanding the
abundant demonstration of the absence
of sanitary danger in its use; but I
entertain strong hopes that with a
better understanding of the matter,
this vexatious prohibition will be re-
moved. It would be pleasing to be
able to say as much with respect to
Germany, Austria and other countries,
where such food products are abso-
lutely excluded without present pros-
pect of reasonable change.

GERMAN AMERICANS.

The interpretation of our existing
treaties of naturalization by Germany
during the past year has attracted at-
tention by reason of an apparent ten-
dency on the part of the Imperial gov-
ernment to extend the scope of Presi-
dential restrictions to which returning
naturalized citizens to Germany are
asserted to be liable under the laws of
the empire. The temperate and justattitude taken by this government with
regard to this class of questions will
doubtless lead to a satisfactory under-
standing.

The dispute of Germany and Spain
relating to the dominion of the

CAROLINE ISLANDS

has attracted the attention of this
government by reason of the exten-
sion of the interests of American citi-
zens having grown up in those parts
during the. last 3i years, and because
the question of ownership involved the
Jurisdiction of matters affecting the
status of our citizens under the civil
and criminal law. While standing
wholly aloof from the proprietary is-
sues raised between those powers;
to both of which the United
States are friendly. This gov-
ernment expects that nothing in
the present contention shall un-

favorably affect our citizens in carry-
ing on a peaceful commerce with the
people there domiciled, andjwe have
so informed the government of Spain.Marked good-wi- ll between the
UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN

has been maintained daring the past
year. The termination of the fishing
clauses of the treaty of Washington, in
pursuance of the joint resolution of
March 3, 1883, mast have resulted in
the abrupt cessation on the first of
July, of this year, in the midst of the
operations of citizens of the United
States engaged in fishing in British
American waters, bat for a diplomatic
understanding reached with i Her
Majesty's Government in June last,
wherebv the assurance was obtained
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The fishing interests being intimately
related to other general questious
dependent upon contiguity aud inter-
course, a consideratiou thereof In all
their equities; might also properly
come within the purview of such
commission and the fullest latitude of
expression on both sides should be
permitted. The correspondence in
relation to the fishing rights, will be
submitted.

The Arctic exploring steamer .derf,
which was generously given bv Her
Majesty's government to aid in tiie re-
lief of the Greeley expedition, was,
after the successful attainment of that
humane purpose, returned to Great
Britain in pursuance of the authority
conferred by the act of March ;id, 188.").

The inadequacy of the existing en-

gagements for extradition betweeu the
United States and Great Britain has
been long apparent. The tenth article
of the treaty of 1842, one of the earliest
compacts iu this regard entered lnta
by tne Uuited States, stipulated for a
surreuder in respect of a limited num-
ber of offenses. Other crimes no less
inimical to the social welfare should
be embraced, and the procedure of ex-
tradition brought in harmony with the
present international practices. Ne-

gotiations have been pending with Her
Majesty's government for an enlarged
treaty siuce ls'.O, and I entertain
strong hopes that a satisfactoryresult may be soon attained.
The frontier line between Alaska and
British Columbia, as defined by the
treaty of the cession with Russia, fol-
lows the demarkation assigned in a
prior treaty between Great Britain aud
Russia. Modern exploration discloses
that this ancient boundary is mipracti-cablea- s

a geographical fact. In the
unsettled condition of that region the
question has lacked importance, but
the discovery of mineral wealth iu the
territory, the line is supposed to tra-
verse, admonishes that the time has
come when an accurate knowledge of
the boundary Is needful to avert juris-
dictional complications. I recommend
therefore that provision be made lor a
preliminary reconnoisauce by officers
of the United States to the end of ac-
quiring more precise information on
the subject. I have invited other gov-
ernments to consider with us the adop-
tion of a niore convenient boundary to'
be established by meridian observa-
tions, or by kuowu geographical fea-
tures, without the necessity of au ex-

pensive survey of the whole.
The late insurrectionary movements

in
II V Y IT

having l ei u quelled, the gov-
ernment of that republic has made
prompt provision lor adjusting the
losses suffered by foreigners because
of hostilities there, and the claims of
cer'ain citizens of the United States
will be in this manner determined.

The long pending claims of the two
citizens of the United States Pelletier
aud Jazare nave been disposed of bv
arbitration, aud au award In favor of
each claimant has been made which bythe terms of the engagement is linal.
It remains for Congress to provide for
the payment of tue stipulated moietyof the expenses.

A question arose with Hayti duringthe past year, by reason of the excep-tional treatment of an American citi-
zen, Mr. Van Bokkelen, a resideut of
Port au Priace, who, on suit by cred-
itors residing in the United States, was
sentenced to imprisonment, and under
the operation of the Havtlau statute-wa- s

denied the relief secured to a na-
tive llaytian. This government as-
serted his treaty right to equal the
treatment with the natives of Hayti in
all suits at law. Our contention was
denied by the llaytian government,
which, however, while still professingto maintain the ground taken againstMr. Vau Bokkelen's right, terminated
the controversy by setting him at lib-
erty without explanation.

Ati international conference to con-
sider the means of arresting the spreadof cholera and other epidemic diseaseswas held at Rome in May last, and ad-
journed to meet again on fmther no-
tice. An expert delegate on behalf of
the United States has attended and
will submit his report.

OUR RELATIONS WITH MEXICO
continue to be most cordial as befits
those of neighbors between whom the
strongest ties of friendship and com-
mercial intimacy exist as the natural
and growing consequences of our
similarity of institutions and geo-
graphical propinquity. The relocationof the boundary line between the
United States and Mexico, eastward of
the Kio Grande, under the Convention
of July 2t, 1882, has been unavoldaoly
delayed, but 1 apprehend no difficultyiu securing a prolongation of the periodfor its accomplishment. The latelyconcluded commercial treaty witn
Mexico still awaits the stipulated leg-islation to carry its provisions into ef-
fect, for which one year's additionaltime has been secured by a supple-
mentary article signed in February lastand siuce ratified on both sides.
As this convention, so important to the
commercial welfare ol the two adjoin-
ing countries has been constitutionallyconfirmed by the treaty making branch,1 express the hope that legislation to
make it effective may not be long de-
layed. The large influx of capital and
enterprise to Mexico from the UnitedStates continues to aid In the develop-ment of the resources and in augment-
ing the material well-bein- g of our sis-ter Republic. Lines of railway, pene-
trating to the heart and capital of the
country, bringing the two peoples into
mutually beneficial intercourse, and
enlarged facilities of transit, add to
profitable commerce, create new mar-
kets, and furnish avenues to otherwiseIsolated communities.

I have already adverted to the sug-
gested construction of a ship railwayacross the narrow formation of the
territory of Mexico at Tehuantepec.With the gradual recovery of Perufrom the effects of the late disastrous
conflict with Chill, and with the res-
toration of civil authority in that dis-
tracted country, it is hoped that the
pending war claims of our citizens willoe adjusted. In conformity with thenotification given by the Government
of Peru, the existing treaties of com-
merce and extradition between theUnited States and that country will
terminate March 81st, 1&86.

Our good rvlatlonship with

RUSSIA

continues. An officer of the navy de-
tailed for the purpose, is now on hiswas to Siberia bearing the testimonials
voted by Congress to those who gen-
erously succored the survivors of theunfortunate JeanntUe expedition.It Is gratifying to advert to the
cordiality of our intercourse with

SPAIN.
The long pending claim of the owners
of the ship Masonic for loss suffered
through the admitted dlreliction of the
Spanish authorities In the rhllllppineIslands, has been adjusted by arbitra-
tion and an Indemnity awarded. The
principle of arbitration in such cases,to which the United States have longand consistently adhered, thus receivesa fresh and gratifying confirmation.
Other questions with Spain have, been
disposed of or are under diplomaticconsideration with a view to Just and
honorable settlement. The operationof the commercial agreement with
Spain of January 2nd and February13th, 1884, has been found inadequateto the commercial needs of the UnitedStates and the Spanish Antilles, andthe terms of the agreementare subjected to '

conflicting
interpretations in those Inlands.
Negotiations have been instituted atMadrid for a foil treaty not open to
objections, and in the line of the gen-eral policy touching the neighborly In-
tercourse of proximate communities,to which I elsewhere advert, aimingmoreover at the removal of existinghardens and annoying restrictlons.and
although a satisfactory termination is
promised, I am compelled to delay Itsannouncement. .

An international copyright confer-ence was held at Berne, in September,on invitation of the
SWISS GOVERNMENT.

The envoy of the Halted States at-
tended as a delegate, bat refrained
from committing the government to
the results, even by signing the recom-
mendatory protocol adopted. The
interesting and important subject of

(Continued on 2nd pagt-- )
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To ike Congress of the United States:
Your assembling is clouded by a

sense of public bereavement, caused
by the recent sudden death of Thomas
A. Hendricks, Vice President of tiie
Uuited States. His distinguished pub-
lic services, his complete integrity and
devotion to every duty, and iiis per-
sonal virtues will find apnorable rec-
ord in his country's history. Ample
and repeated proofs of the esteem and
confidence in which he was held by his
lellow countrymen were inanifested by
his election to offices of the most im-

portant trust and highest dignity, and
at length, full of years and honors, he
has been laid at rest amidst generalsorrow and benediction.

THE MKSSAGH.

The Constitution whjieh requires-thos-
chosen to legislate tor the people

to annually meet in the discharge of
their solemn trust also requires the
President to give CoULrress informa-
tion of the state of the Union and rec-
ommend to their consideration such
measures as he shall deem necessary to
expedite at the threshold a compliance
with these Cunstitutionkl directions.
It is well for us t: bear in mind that
our usefulness to the people's interests
will be promoted by a constant appre-
ciation of the scope and character of
our respective duties ahey relate to
federal legislation. 1 i - the Ex-
ecutive may recoii)iiit i;d .iicli measures
as tie shall deem expedient, tiie re-

sponsibility f r legislative action must
and should rest upon those selected Ly
the people to make their laws.

Contemplation of the grave ami re-

sponsible functions assigned to the
executive branches of the government
under the constitution will dis-
close the partitions- - of power
between our respective depart-
ments and their necessary inde-
pendence and also the need for the
exercise of all the power entrusted to
each in that spirit of comity and co-

operation which is essential to the
proper fulfillment of the patriotic ob-

ligations which rest upon us as faithful
servants of the people.- - The Jealous
watchfulness of our constituencies,
great and small, supplements their
suffrage and therefore by the tribunal
they establish every public servant
should be judged.

OCR KOrtEION RELATIONS.

It is gratifying to announce that the
relations of the United States with all
foreign powers continue to be friendly.
()ur position after nearly a century ot
successful constitutional government,
the maintenance of good faith in all of
our engagements, the avoidance of
complications with other nations and
tuts consistent ami amicable atti-
tude toward the strong and
weak alike, furnish; proof of

--apolitical disposition which renders
professions of good will unnecessary.
There are uo questions of difficulty
pending with any foreign government.

AHCiKXTIXE CLAIMS.

The Argentine government has re-
vived the long dormant question of the
Falkland Islands by claiming from the
United States indemnity for their loss,
attributed to the action of the com-
mander of the sloop of war Lexington,
in breaking up a piratical colony un
these islands 111 ls.'il.aud their subse-
quent occupation by (ireat Britain. In
view of the ample j ustllieation for the
act of the Lcximjlvu and the dire con-
dition of the Islands before ami alter
their alleged occupation by the Argen-
tine colonists, this government deems
their claim as whohy groundless.

k r. 1 1 . ' s 1 1 k . r k c r 1 o x .

A question has arisen with the govern-
ment of Austro-iluugar- y touclnug the
representation ol the L'uileit Slates at
Vienna, having under my constitu-
tional prerogative appointed an estim-
able cili.eu ot uuiuipeached probity
aud competence as minister at that
court, the government of Austro-Huugar- y

invited tnis government to
take cognizance of certain exceptions
based upun allegations against the
personal acceptability of,Mr. Keily.the
appointed envoy, asking that iu view
thereof the appointment should be
withdrawn.

The reasons advanced were such as
could not be acquiesced in without a
violation of my oath of ollice aud the
precepts of the constitution, since
they necessarily inolveda limitation,
iu favor of a foreigu government, up-
on the right of selection by the execu-
tive, aud required such an application
of a religious test as a qualiUcalion for
ollice under tne United States as would
have resulted in the practical dis-
franchisement of a large class of our
citizens and the abandonment of a vital
principle of our government. Ihe
Au.stro-llungarta- n government finally
decided not to receive Mr. Keily as the
envoy of the United States and that
gentleman has since resigned his com-
mission, 1 caving the post vacant.

I have made ujw nominations and
the interests of this government at Vi-
enna are now in the care of the Secre-
tary of Legation as charge d'affaires
ad interim.

Early iu March last war broke out
in Ceuwal America, caused by the at-

tempt of Guatemala to consolidate the
several states into a single govern-
ment. Iu these contests between our
neighboring states the United States
foroore to interfere actively, but lent
the aid of their frieudiy offices in de-

preciation of war aud to promote
peace and concord among the belliger-
ents, aud by such counsel contribute
importantly to tne restoration of tran-
quility in tnat locality.

CENTRAL AMERICA.

Emergencies growing out of civil
war in the United States of Colombia,
demanded of the government at the be-

ginning of this administration, the
employment of an armed force to ful-
fill its guarantees under the thirty-fift- h

article ot the treaty ol J 846, in or-
der to keep the transit "open across the
Isthmus of Panama. Desirous of ex-

ercising only the pow-er- expressly re-
served to us by the treaty, and mindful
of the rights of Colombia, the forces
sent to the Isthmus were instructed to
confine their action to positively and
efficaciously preventing the transit
and its accessories from being
"intercepted or embarrassed." The
execution of this delicate and re-

sponsible task necessarily involved
police control where the local author-
ity was temporarily powerless, but al-
ways in deference to, and - mindful of
the sovereignty of Colombia. The
prompt and successful fulfillment of
itu duty by this government was highly
appreciated by the government of Co-

lombia, and has been followed by an
expression of its satisfaction and
high praise to the officers and men en-
gaged in this service. The- - restoration
of peace on the Istumus by the i

of the constituted govern-
ment theie being thus actompliahed,the forces of the United JStates were
withdrawn. "

;

Pending these occurrences a questionof much importance was presented bydecrees of the Colombian government
proclaiming the closure ?of certain
ports then in the bands csf the insur-
gents and declaring vessels held by the
revolutionists to be piratical and liable
to capture by any power. h To neither
of these propositions could the United
States assent. An effective closure of
ports not in the possession of the Gov-
ernment, but held by the hostile
partisans could not be recognized.Neither could the vessels cA insurgents
against the legitimate sovereignty be
ueemed "hosts ol insurgeats' within
the precepts of international law,whatever might be the definition of the
penalty of their acts under the muni-
cipal law of the State against whose
authority they were in revolt. The
denial by the government of the Colom-
bian propositions did mt, however.
Imply the admission of a belligerentstatus on the part of the t insurgents.The Colombian government has ex-
pressed Us willingness to negotiate a
convention for the adjustment by ar-
bitration of the claims by foreign citi-
zens, arising out of the destruction of
the City of Aspinwail by the Insurrec-
tionary forces.

The Interest of the United States in

INCORFOKATKD.
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across tue barrier dividing the two
greatest luaritiaie areas of the world
must be for the world's benetit;a trust
for mankind, to be removed from the
chance of domination by any single
power; nor must it become iLpoint for
invitati u for hostilities or a'prize for
warlike ambition. An engagement
combining the construction, owner-
ship aud operation of such a work by
this goverument with an offensive aud
defensive (alliance for its protectionwith the foreigu state whose responsi-bilities aud rights we would share, is
iu my judgment inconsistent with such
dedication to universal and neutral
use, and would moreover entail meas-
ures for its realization beyond the es-

cape of our neutral policy or presentmeans.
The lapse of year has abundantly

confirmed the wwdom and foresight of
these earlier administrations which,
long before the conditions of maritime
intercourse were chauged and enlarged
by the progress of the age, proclaimed
the vital need of iuter-ocean- ic traffic
across the commercial Isthmus and
consecrated it in advance to the com-
mon use of mankind by their positive
declarations, aud through the formal
obligation of treaties. Toward such
realization of their efforts my adminis-
tration will be applied, ever bearing in
mind the principles on which it must
rest, anti which were declared in no
uncertain tones by Mr. Cass, who
while Secretary of State in 1868, an-
nounced that "What the United States
want i:i Central America, next to the
happiness of its people, is the security
and neutrality of the inter-ocean- ic

routes which lead through It."
The construction of three transconti-
nental lines of railway, all in success-
ful operation, wholly within our terrl-torya- nd

uniting the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, has been accompanied by re-
sults ola most interesting and im-

pressive nature, and has created new
conditions, not in the routes of com-
merce only, but iu political geography,which powerfully affect our relations
toward, and necessarily increase our
interests in, any trans-Isthmi- an route
which may be opened and employed
for the ends of peac&and traffic, or, In
other (contingencies, for use
inimical to both. Trans-
portation is a factor in the hosts
of commodities consumed scarcely
second to that of their production, and
Weighs as heavily upon the consumer.
Our existence already has proven the
great importance of having the com-
petition between land carriage and
water carriage fully developed, each
acting as a protection to the public
against the tendency of monopoly
which is inherent in the consolidation
ot wealth and power in the hands of
vast corporations. These suggestions
may serve to emphasize what I have
already said on the score of the neces-
sity of a neutralization of any inter-ocean- ic

transit, and this can only be
accomplished by making the uses of
the route open to all nations, and sub-
ject to the ambition and
war-lik- e necessit'es of none.
The drawings and report of a recent
survey of the Nicaragua Canal route
made by Chief Engineer Menocal will
be communicated tor your informa-
tion.

The claims of citizens of the United
States for losses by reason of the late
military operations of Chill in Peru
and Bolivia are the subject of a nego-
tiation for a claims convention with
Chili, providing for their submission
to arbitration.
CHIXA AXD TFIK CHINESE QUESTION.

The harmony of our relations with
China is folly sustained in the applica-
tion of the acts lately passed to exe-
cute the treaty of 1880, restrictive ol
the immigration of Chinese laborers
into the United Stales. Individual
cases of hardship have occurred be-

yond the power of the Executive to
remedy, and calling for judicial deter-
mination.

The condition of the Chinese ques-
tion in tne Western States and Terri-
tories is, despite this restrictive
legislation, far from being satisfactory.
The recent outbreak in Wyoming Ter-
ritory, where numbers of unoffending
Chiuaiueu, indisputably within the
protection of the treaties and the law,
were muideied by a mob, and the still
more recent tLreateued outbreak of
the same character iu Washington
Territory,. are freli in the minds
of ail. Aud there is apprehension lest
the bitterness of ieeiiug against the
Mongolian race ou the Pacific Slope may
hud vent similar lawh si demonstra-
tion. All the power of this government
should be exerted to maintain the
amplest good faith toward China in the
treatment of these men, and tne in-
flexible sternness of the law in bring-
ing the wrong-doe- rs to justice, should
be insisted upon. Every effort has
been made by this government to pre-
vent these violent outbreaks and to aid
the representatives of China in their
lnvestlvation of these outrages, and It
Is but just to eay-tha- t they are trace-
able to the lawlessness of men not
citizens of the United States, engaged
in competition with Chinese laborers.
Race prejudice is the chief factor in
originating these disturbances and it
Aviuia t . 1.nr. - v.. rf rt nnpHnm,tii
Jeopardizing our peace and the good
relationship we try to maintain with
China." The Odmitted right of a gov-
ernment to prevent the influx of ele-
ments hostile to its Internal peace aud
security may Hot be questioned, even
wntre mere is no treaty stipulation on
the snblect. That the exclusion of
Chinese labor is demanded in other
countries where like conditions pre
vail, is strongly eviaencea in the
Dominions of Canada where Chinese
Immigration is now regulated by laws
more exclusive - than oar own.
If existing laws are inadequate to com-
pass the end in view I shall be prepar-
ed to give such earnest consideration
to further remedial measures within
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I1 that no interruption those operations
should tase place auring tne current
season. j

In the interest of good neighborhood
and of the commercial intercourse of
adjacent communities, the question of
the North American fisheries is one of
much importance. Following out the
intimation given by me when the ar-
rangement described was negotiated,I recommend that Congress pro-
vide for the appointment ot a commis-
sion on which the governments of the
United States and Great JJritaln shall
be respectively represented, charged
with the consideration and settlement
upon a last, equitable and honorable
basis of the entire question sf the fish-
ing rights of the two governments
and their respective citizens: on
the coast of the United
States and British North America.
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