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THE UTAH commission

in the house of representatives
report of the committeejuly the being under con-

sideration
on appropriations

mr forney who had the
ten minutesreport in charge yielded

to the delegate from utah to sp ak on
the appropriation for the utah com-
misslonAs reported in the
aal record he said

mr speaker I1 hahave taken no part jnin
the discussion upon this proposition to
abolish the utah commission but now
that it is proposed to restore this body

to myself and to myI1 feel in justice
constituents that I1 should be heard
forafor a few moments trT r

as89 theme UMU buiuthe board known
matmakselonselon to which the paragraph un-
der consideration refers was created
toyby the act of congress of march 22

1882 commonly called the edmunds
anti polygamy law li toethe eighth sec-
tion of that act reads as fidfollowslows

that no polygamist bigamist or ananyy
than onewith morecohabitingperson cohabiting withwoman and no woman

any of the persons described as aforesaid
otherin this section in any territory or

the united states haveplace over which shall be entitledexclusive jurisdiction
held in any suchto vote at any election

territory or other place orbor bee eligible for
to or be entitledelection or appointment

to hold any office or place of public trust
for anyhonor or emolument

such territory or place or under the
united states

the object aimed at bbyy this provision
tola clearly expressed in the language of

the section it was to disfranchise all
polygamists and prohibit them from
voting and holding office in the territ-
ory of utah

it waswaa asserted at that time and gen-
erally believed 9 that many otof the
offices in utah were held by polegam
lets and in order that the law might
be put into immediate effect the ninth
section vacated all the election offices

in the territory and provided bow
theybey should be filled
this inim the language of the section
mr caine read the seesectiontiong of the

edmunds act relating to the com-
mission

the board of five persons referred to
in this section soon becamebecame knownknow as

I 1 their dutiesthe utah commission
were elearlyclearly defined by law they
were empoweredei to appoint all regis-
tration kadand election officers canvass
the returns and control the entire
lection machinery of the territory

all elections municipal county and
territorial were their
direction whatever power in these
regards the liw failed to give them
they assumed until by a decision of
the supreme court of the united
states the assumed powers were de-
clared illegal

the whole purpose of the edmunds
setact so far as it relates to elections
waswaa to prevent polygamistspolygaristo from voting
or holding office to put the entire gov-
ernment of the territory in the hands
of the monogamists temporarily un-
til the first session of the legislative
AFassembly of the territory to author-
izeize a nonresidentnon resident commission to ap
poliapoint the registration boffl ersera nd
election judges ttethe Ihnlanguageguage of the
law which I1 have ral makes it very
clear that this board was not intended
to be a permanent one but was merely
an expedient to accomplish a certain
object to oust all poly from the
offices they held andf their places
with nonnod mists9 aan encourage
ment and inducement to the latter to
continue to live within the law in
shortrt to10 humiliate and debase the
polygamists and to hannornor and exalt
the monogamists itic was never in
tended that this commission should
uete continued for any length of time
much leallea to become a permanent in-
stitutionution

the law clearly contemplated that
the commission should be superseded
in the near future they were only to
continuecoaticonti oue toID office until the legis-

lative assembly of said territory shallahall
make provision for filling said offices
it is a matter of history that at every
session of the legislature except one
siepe the creat loft of the commission
provision has been made for supersed-
ing this expensive unnecessary and
un american board the assembly of
1884 composed entirely of monogamy
ests passed an act in every way suit-
able and proper providing for confer-
ring the powers exercised by the com
mif ision in the appointment ot
registration and election officers upon
electors of the territory who could
only be monogamists but the governor
refused to approve the bill and as the
governor of utah has the power of an
absolute veto the bill could not become
4 law in 18801886 and 1890 similar bills
were passed and met with like
treatment from the governor

the sessessionirlon of the legislature which
adjourned in march last passed a very
comprehensive eleelectionution law embracing

the best features of the more recently
enacted laws of the several states in-
cluding what is known as the austral
ian ballot system this bill made pro-
vision for supesupersedingredIng the commissionconco n mission
by a territorial canvassing board to be
appointed by the governor by and
with the advice and consent of the
legislative council the board waswaa to
consist of five members not more than
three of whom were to be of the same
political party the bill like some of
the others having the same object in
view was honored with a pocket veto
his excellency the governor did nutnot
even favor the representatives of the
people with a statement of his objec-
tionsti one to the measure he probably
could lindfind no feasible objection to the
bill aid thought it imprudent to place
himself upon record

now mr speaker I1 submit that apan
the E amunds act was solely aimed at
polygamy that as congress did not at-
tempt thereby to legislate against but
rather in favor of and to encourage the
monogamists that as no polygamist
has been able to take the oath required
by congress and consequently hasban
not been permitted to register vote or
hold office since 1882 that ever since
that time the law abiding citizens of
utah of all classes andana creeds have
been unjustly deprived by the abao
lute and arbitrary power of the gover-
nor of their right of local self
government in the conduct of their
elections

A great deal of credit has been
claimed for the utah commission for
the wonderful service it has rendered
the country by the suppression of
polygamy in utah let me ask what
these commissioners have done in this
regard the lets in Utahafter
the passage of the edmunds law
neither attemptedito register nor vote
and there has not been a single convic-
tion of one of thit class for illegal regis-
tration or illegal voting from that day
to this As the commission had no
duties to perform respecting polygamy
outside of registration and election
duties antiand as no polygamist ever
cl aimel or attempted Vtj exercise the
right to register or vote I1 fallfail fo see
wherein the commission can claim any
credcreditit for the suppressiondepressionDp of polygamy
whatever external forces have brought
about the discontinuance of that prac-
tice the utah commission played a
very small part in its

As a fair unprejudiced presentation
of the existing status of affaffairsatris isin utah


