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be deprived of property by a pro-
cess that does not apply to all citi-
zens alike the theoretic enuncia-
tion is a hollow mockery the
peaceable possession of property is
a natural and inherent right equal-
ity demands that special methods
of deprivation of it shall not exist
no one will claim that there is any
pretense of applying the same opera-
tion that robs the saints of their
property to any other class of people
within the republic consequently
autour point is made

one of the worst features of the
reasoning of the decision is that part
which indicates the necessity for

as inevitably following
the d jai ration of the church
it is held that the corporation being
dissolved there were no parties to
whom the property could be awarded
consequently it must escheat to the
government thiss tois one of the
most inexcusable violations of
equity ever expressed its basis has
not the merit of truthfulness the
agencies appointed by the donors of
the property are still in existence
and it could have been confided to
them if not for use at least forfoe
distribution

it is susceptible of proof that it was
customary to use much of the proper-
ty of the church to feed the hungry
and clothe the naked and for other
beneficent purposes when a gov-
ernment descends on a false hy-
pothesispotpo thesisheals to rob the poor and indig-
ent it goes down into the amsmallestblest
possible business in which it can
engage

it is claimed by the court that the
church has been guilty of an abuse
of chartered rights it is presum-
able that this tois intended as an ex-
cuse for cheatinges the church
property to the government we
deny that any such abuse has ex-
isted and further contend that
aside from that proposition the
court was not called upon to
pass upon matters of fact
the controversy was purely a
question of law that being as we
understand it thetee basis of the ap-
peal this dragging in of irrelev-
ant assertions is neither just nor
dignified and constitutes a bolster
consisting of a pillow slipalip with no
feathers

the court declares that the dis-
tinguishing features ffof mormon
ism are polygamy and absolute
ecclesiastical control over itsito church
members of the first it is sufficient
here to observe that the question be-
fore the court was one of property
rights not of criminal practices of
law not of facts the guilt or inno

cence of a defendant charged with
crime was not properly an issue
before he court the question to hebe
determined was right to own
possess and control property to
say that the court had a right
to take judicial notice of the
fact that polygamy was a
doctrine and criminal practice of
the MorcormonsmormonsmonsoDB and that theirtheft
church property might therefore
be confiscated is to say that the
court might also take judicial notice
of the factface that not more than two
perpercentcent of the membership of that
body ever engaged in that practice
and that for the offense of two a
hundred may be punished but
the proposition that the property of
lawbreakerslaw breakers may be confiscated
without the trial and conviction
upon a criminal charge of itsito own-
ers is to say that confiscation may
follow suspicion or accusation

the practice of this doctrine by
the monarch of france was one of
the chief causes that led to the
storming of the bastile and the
reign of terror which cost a million
lives it is anarchy in one of the
worst forms it could assume

of the absolute control under
which the members of the mor-
mon church are alleged to be held
it can be said and supported by
their unanimous voice that they
hold themselves to be the freest and
most independent community on
earth the rule of common consent
prevails in all their affairs they
are controlledoled by their
not by their officers but by their oon

the voluntary union of
the mass is mistaken for despotic
swayaway exercised by its leading men
to show the absurdity of this error
made by the court would notdot be
difficult

it isa matter of current histo
of statistics btbf which did the con-
nection warrant a court might take
judicialJaJic ial notice that ninety eight per
cent of the mormon people are
law abiding and have never vio-
lated any statute of the land have
they not a right then to act with
unity rsIs harmony of belief
and conduct among church mem-
bers an offenselenseof can it be urged as
a reason why their property should
be taken from them grant for
arguments sake that the leaders of
a church exercise absolute control
over its members if the latter live
within the law and choose to sub-
mit to and sustain the former hasha
the civil power the right to inter-
fere when the goveragovernmentjanent begins
to regulate the internal economy of
a church where will the end be

the court sayspays that the gogovern-
ment

verav
has been patient in its deal-

ings
Z

with the mormonscormonsMormons OP the
fact is that for years the government
has impatiently surged against the
restraints of the constitution aumanth
at length it hasbaa burst them asunderasander
in an eager desire to abolish anad tintam
popular church the court also
says that the history of the mor
conallmoua tois one of resistance to law
and the commission of pitiless atroc-
ities on their part such language
from such a source upon such an
occasion is an outrage not upon
truth alone but upon the dignity of
the court itself and the
ate and impartial method which
should have prevailed in the final
decision of one of the most important
lawsuits known to history nothing
in the record before the court called
for such expressions they were
extraneous to the occasion not ger 1

mane to the issue and show thatthai
the members of the court aadalhad al-
lowed popular clamor and matter
outside of the record and argu-
ments to influence their decision

the comparisoncomparlson drawn by tha
court between plural marriage and
assassination as religious customs
is odious not alone to thebe people at
whose expense it was intendedintent iod to
bernadebe made but to sense reareason and
justice the absence of donmoncommon
elements in the two practices tois so
conspicuous as to need no commentscomment

it is gratifying to observe that
the court waswais not a unit in approv-
ing this robbery of a church as
the chiefchief justice and associate
justijustices9 field and lamar dissented
we have no doubt that there are
many right thinking and intelli-
gent citizens in the republicRepublio who
will be glad to be found in such
noble company

As usual the latterLatterI dayav saints
have receivedd the news of this de-
cision a fresh evideevidencetice of the unud
just discrimination to which they
are subjectedsubject edwith calmcalmnessnelm to
assert that they are not inwardly
exercised in regard to it faebe
incorrect it is an important event
of their history and it stands in
the same relation in regard to the
country at large I1

it tois proper in this conception 40to
direct attentionioa to the fact that the
powers that be are determined to
emphasize the declaration made tyby
every faithful member of the
church that joseph smith was a
prophet

the founder in the handsbands of god
odtheof the church declared without
qualification that the time would
come when the heads of the nation


