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CORRESPONDENCE.

Writien for this Paper.

IN OKLAHOMA,

Apg the band ou the clock indicated 8
a, m. we loaded pur effects in a little
spring wagon and bade goodby to our
friends at our southern Indian bome,
Bulpbur Bpringe, Chickasaw Nation,
Indisn territory. Elders Collet and
Davis accompanied their Balt Lake
triends to Davis, the railrcad station,
ten miles distant. Aps our teamm moved
oft in their custicmary slow and un-
ateady gait, pulling eur wagon by
“plow gears,’’ chaln-tug barness, with
c¢ollar and back strap only, and no
brake to steady our easy-running
wagon, we foumd oureelves under the
necessity of holding fast ar we Wwent
glam-bang in the creek and low places.
We rolled over the prairie and here
and there through a skirt o! timber,
down in a bollow, up on a hill, where,
commanding 8 view of i1be country,
we oould see before us an ocean, as jt
were, of land, 88 it reached out iu its
broad expanse iar a8 the eye could
reach.

Our teamsier was a good old-
fashioned Cbristian ot the Campbellite
persuasion. He, with the Elders,were
entertained by the reauing Irom
Chnrob history by Bro. K. who read
aloud on the subject of the early riee
of tbe Cburch. When the period wae
reached where Joseph Bmith wna
Oliver Cowdery received the Aaronic
Prieebood, a disclesion on authority
ensued, which terminated with
the pgood-bye shake gseveral miles
distanit. Strange, i= it pot? that our
Christian friends still bang to the im-
maginary autbority they claim to buve
receiveu fromn Chriar, when, iu His di-
vine injuoction to His Aposties, He,
paid: *“Go ye into ail the world
and preach the Goepel to every crea-
ture,” and ¢‘go ye therefore and teach
al]l natione.”” When our respecied
teameter became oonfused on this
point, be then c¢luny to the descent of
authority, which of conrse was upset
again by the apostasy. Here the guod
old brother wse lost at sea, and when
Jobn’s Revelation ooocerning ‘‘an-
other angel’’ that was tc fly in the
midst of heaven, bringing the ever.
lasting Gospel was sepruug on bim be
replied, *Now you’ve got me—ai
good natured of course, and an expres-
pion of desireto learn more of the ¢ood
thivgs we preached and practiced,
avowing that it be could find we were
right he would make the transfer.

The Chickasaw country is much
lower and eorrespondingly WAarmer
than Oklabomwa, and as the Eldera
parted with their visitor at the depot,
the train pulied out and cominenced a
gradual ascent, finally crossing the
Carnadian river, which, by tbe way, is
the dividiog line between cur Inuvian
land and the wew progpective siate ol
Ok!shoms. At abouat the middije of their
Sheautiful land”” (meapivg of the word
Oklaboma), we croes the backbone st
about fourteen bundred feer, while at
the Bpriugs it cannol be more than
pine hundred, The altitude of the
country aveiages probably one thuu-
gand feet sbove the pea, Here and
there, irreguiarly located on the creek
bottoms, by a clump ot timber or on a

prairie, we see dotted the Indian homes
and their tsarme cultivated by their
white renters,

Now we have crossed the bridge,
we are on the surveyed lande of the
newiy-opened Territery of Oklahoma,
whioh can be readily seen by the reu-
ularly laid off iands, the roads, the
bouses and itarms, The towns and
cities as we find them are springing
up llke magic—a Wwilderness but four
apd a hbalf years ago, now (eeming
with vegetation and bumanity,. We
have parsed several cities of no emal
proportione, towns bere and there, and
on every guarter except echbool 1ands,
a farm bouge,

Oklaboma City is cailed by tbe
brakeman, and the train sLops at the
second city of the new territory, con-
taining 10,000 inbabitapts. Down
belyw the level of the prairiein a bend
ol the north tork ot the Cunadian river,
pearly surrounued by trees growing vn
the teriile bottom iand of this stream;
and on the north and east, ou tbe roll-
ing bills ot the prairie, is tbe bustling
little commereial city of ORlahomna,
There are peveral prominent streets of
respectabie weuaith, built up on etther
plde With substantial busivess blocks
two and three ttories bigh, of native
stone and brick—banks and mercantile
establisbments, up to modern cities ot
twenty years’standing; while in the
suburbs are many Costly aBd beautilul
dwellings. The city is lighted by elec-
tricity and accommodated with water
worke, it bas 1tsa manufagtures and
other modern deveiopments. The
Banta Fe train pulls  ouat ol
the depot and leaves more people
standlug on the platformm than are
generally seen at one time in a boay
these days. The cars are fiileq, the
air is balmy, the weatber dry, bright
and beautilul—s0 wWartu we bave to
open the car winduws for ventilaiion,

We pass several ciiies of orainary
rajiiroad town size, and Dow reaca
Norman, the higbest elevation. wheuocs
we descend,coming norih still towards
the Kuneas line, still passiug towns
and cities, and ae far a2 the feeble eye
capn survey out over the vast prairie
are larme and b uses (o be peen,
A stream of wateris orossed; we pass
tbrough a ekirt of timber reaching
from the west to the east Lill it widens
out into the great timbered country of
the ci1vilizeu tribes.

We are now at Gutbrie, the metro-
polie, Fuily two bundred people are
on the platiorm, hurrying to und fro;
cabe, hacks and wagons are loaded, the
streets are tbronged, the people are dis.

persed. The change is made anu the
train is gone, To the east the
city lies on a mBe of ground

with quite a steep ascent from the
railroau track; while west it gradually
dercenda to the Cottonwood—a smail
river running througbh the west side o!
the city; while curving well to the
west any uerta is the Red fork of the
Argapeas of Cimmeon river. Unlike
Oglahome city, Quthirie is situated on
an open bleak prairieamong the roiling
rourh bhilla of the brokea country.
Fifteen thoussnd people live bere, who
epjoy egual if ppt euperior advan-
taged over the comgmerclal eity on
the south. Wholesnle establishments,

mapufacturers, other business hotses,
fine residences, a progressive city—al}
are bere. *“These pities are built
tostay,’’ said a business man from New
York who was erecting s large block,
and the surrounding couptry warrants
tbe statement, unless perchance a gy-.
clone sweeps fhem away, for esunch
things are known in tkis country. Not
more than four farmers as yet are ocon-
pyiug one egection of land. What may
be said of the cvuntry when five times
tbe present population carry tbeir pro.
duce to the citiee!

. Weare now at Orlando, the iast city
in Oklaboma proper. from whichk pnint
the greateet rush was made |ntu the
Cberokee Strip, which was opened up
Beptember 16th of thia year, oD the
train which carried in thousande. We
could eee on either eide the rough,
rollicg country where for ten miles
mwen and women on horseback kept
pace with the train in tbe mad rush
for lots 1n Perry, the prospec-
tive city of the Btrip. Ln three
boure not less than 30,000 people were
on the spot, and filing on the sma])]
lots staked cut by the United States
saurveyor. Two eections are covered
by this giant infant of modern times,
Tents and rude shanties are being
displaced by betler and more substan-
tiail structures, Qrder is being estab-
lisbed out of confusion. Durin
Perry’s early days, tbey averaged three
men in two days killed. Thbgre are
about 6,200 claims in all, and 5,000
people 1ocat. d; it will take about three
VEATB to  clear up the con-
tests now standing on them,
There were 110 salvons and 500 law.
yera at one time. Of course tbelr
pumber bas been reductd DOwW to
about balf. There are about twenty-
eight lumber yarde, and judging 1rom
the thougands of lumber sbanties and
bouses spruug up 10 the last ninety
days, tuey must bave done a rushing
busines. There are at least aixty-two
grocery storee, an:d of course others jgn
proportion, Bueiness lots of emall pro-
portions have changed banus alread

for & consideration or from $300
to $2000, and residence prop-
erty at half of that amount,

Not less than four daily newspapers
sre in existence, three of whiob are
Democratic. John Brogan waselected
mayor ¢n Oetober 2i. He and a Demo-
cratic couneil run tbhe municipal ma-
chinery. Perry, now bardly one hun-
dred daye old, bas 20,000 inbabitants,
and is becoming somewhat coneerva-
tive. Tbey dun’t k1li guite so many
men per day, elaims are being settled,
aud things generally are assuming a
normal eondition.

Conticuing along this brasch of
the Santa Fe, as alsp anotber line
of the same rond forty miles west, and
on the Rock Island in the western part
of the Btrip, are otber towns and
cities, while vn almost every gquarter
soction o1 lapd a farmer has looated.
Si1x monthe bavineg been provided on
which to make tinal proof, the settlers
mostly bave pone bome during the
winter, Thbere was possibly an aver.
age of from feur tosix claimawvts for
every pilece of land and as the prier
righis are heing provel, the popuiation
temporarily 1e being reduced.

in aceordsnce with the orgunio act
in tbe establishmout of Qklaboma, all
lands of the Indians opened tor settle-
ment subsequently were to belong to
Oklatioma proper, With the new ad-



