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correspondence
writtenarm for this pappaper

IN OKLAHOMA

As the hand on the clock indicated 8
aamaem we loaded our effects inInaa little
spring wagon and bade goodby to our
friends at our southern indian homeborne
sulphur springsspringe chickasaw nation
indian territory elders collet and
davis accompanied their saltbait lake
friends to davis the railroad station
ten miles distant As our team moved
oft in their customary slowglow and un-
steady gait pulling our wagon by

plow gears chain tug harness with
collar and back strap only and no
brake to steady our easy running
wagon we found ourselves under the
necessity of holding fast as we wv ent
slamplow bang in the creek and low places
we rolled over the prairie and here
and there through a skirt orof timber
down in a hollow up on a hill where
commanding a view of the country
we could see before us an ocean as it
were of land esas it reached out in its
broad expanse tarlar as the eye could
reach

our teamster was a good old
fashioned christian otof the
persuasion he with the
entertained by the reading from
church history by bro akK who read
loudaloud on the subject of the early rise
off the church when the period was
reached where osephjoseph smith and
oliver bowdery received the
Priepriesthood a discussion on authority
ensued which terminated with
the goodbyegood bye shake several miles
distant strange is it not that our
christian friends still hangbang to the im
mag inary authority they claim to have
receivedrecel veu from christ when in hishie di-
vine injunction to his apostles he
said go yoye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture and go ye therefore and teach
all nationsriat ions P when our respected
teamsterameterte became confused on this
point be then clung to the descent otof
authority which of course was upset
again by the apostasy here the good
old brother was lost at sea and when
johnjohnsa revelationBe concerning an-
other sageangel that was to flyby in the
midst of heaven bringing cheeverthe ever-
lasting gospel was sprung on him he
replied now youve got me ail
good natured of course and an expres-
sion of desire to learn more of the good
things we preached and practiced
avowing that itif he could find we were
right he would make the transfer

the chickasaw country tois much
lower and correspondingly warmer
than oklahoma and as the elders
parted with their visitor at the depot
the train pulled out and commenced a
gradual ascent finally crossing the
canadian river which by the way is
the dividing line between our
land and the new prospective state otoi
oklahoma at about the middle of their

beautiful land meaning of the aruacro
oklahoma we crosscroes the backbone at
about fourteen hundred feetfeer while stat
the springs it cannot be more than
nine hundred the altitude of the
country averagesavei ages probably oueone thou-
sand feet above the sea here and
there irregularly localocatedtedonon the creek
bottoms by a clump utof timber or on a

prairie we seebee dotted theIntheindiandlan homes
and their cultivated by their
white rorenters

now we have crossed the bridge
we are on the surveyed lands of the
newly opened territory of oklahoma
whichabton can be readily seen by the reurei

laid oft lands the roads the
houses and farms the towns and
cities as we find them are springing
up like maglimagic a wilderness but four
miciand a half years ago now teeming
with vegetation and humanity we
have several cities of no small
proportions ttownsow D here and there and
on every quaquarterarter except school lands
a farm house

oklahoma city Jsis called by tilethe
brademanbrabrai neman and the train stops at the
second city odtheof the new territory con-
taining inhabitants down
below the level of the prairie in a bendberl d
of the north lorkfork of the canadian river
nearly surrounded by trees growing on
the fertile bottom land of this stream
and on the north and east ouon the roll-
ing hills of the prairie is the bustling
little commercial city of oklahoma
there are several prominent streets or
respectable wealth built up on either
side with substantial business blocks
two and three thories high of native
stone and brick banks aniland mercantile
establishments up to modern cities olof
twenty years standingstand ing while in the
suburbs are manymady costly andaed beautiful
dwellings the city is lighted by elec-
tricity and accommodated with water
works it has its manufactures and
other modern developments the
santahanta fe train pulls out olof
the depot and leaves more people
standing on the platform than tireare
geuegenerallyrally seen at one time in a body
these days the cars are filled the
air is balmy the wtweatherather dry bright
and beautifullul soeo warm we have to
open the oarcar windows for ventilation

we passpas several cities of ordinary
railroad town size and now reaca
norman the highest elevation whence
we descend coming north still towards
the kantaskaneas line still passing towns
and cities and asan far as the feeble eye
can survey out over the vast prairie
are farms h uses to be seen
A stream of water is crossed we pass
through a skirt of timber reaching
from the west to the east till it widens
outoui into the great timbered country of
the civilized tribes

wearwe are now at guthrieGu thrle the metrometre
pollspolis alyfally two hundred people are
on the platform hurrying to and fro
cabs hacks and wagons are loaded the
streets are throngedthron ged the people are dis-
persed the change is made anu the
train isin gone to the east the
city lies on a rise of ground
with quite a steep ascent from the
railroad track while west it gradually
de cedas to weme cottonwood a small
river running through the west side ot
the city while curving well to the
wt ststandanu borth is the redbed fork of the
arkansas or simmeon river unlike
Oaoklahomalahoma city guthrie is situated on
an open bleak prairie among the rolling
rough fillsbills of the broken country
fifteen thousand people live here who
enjoy equal itif net superior addanadvan

over the commercial city on
the soutamouths wholesaleWhole eale establishments

manufacturers other business hbouses10
1

fine residences a progressive civacity all1
are here these cities are built
to stay P 1 said a business man from newwnew
york who was erecting a large block
and the surrounding country warrants
the statement unless perchance a cy-
clone sweeps them away for such
things are known in this country not
more than four farmers as yet are mccu

one section of land what waymay
be said of the country when five times
the present population carry their pro
duce to the

we are now at orlando the last city
in oklahoma proper from which point
the greatest rush waswits made into the
cherokee strip which was opened up
september of this year on the
trtraina1

i n which carried in thousands we
co u ld see on either sideeide the rough
rolling country where for ten miles
men and women on horseback keptkent
pace with the train in the mad rurush
for lots in perry the proprospec-
tive city of the strip in three
hours not less than people were
on theibe spot and filing on the small
jots staked out by the united states
surveyor two sections are covered
by this giant infant otof modern times
tents and rude shanties are being
displaced by better and more substan-
tial structures order is being estab-
lished out of confusion during
perrysperryPs early ddaysaye ththeyey averaged ththreeree
men in two days killed thyrethere are
about claims in all and
people jocab d it will take about three
years to clear up the con-
tests

oon
now standing on them

there were saloons and law-
yers at one time of course their
number has been reduced now to
about half there are about twenty
eight lumber yardsyard and judging irom
the thousands of lumber shanties and
houses sprung up in the last ninety
days they must have done a rushing
bubustnesbuslsinesnes there are at least sixty two
grocery stores and of course others lain
proportion business lots of small pro
portions have changed bandsbadus already
for a consideration of from
to 2000 and residence prop-
erty at halthalf of that amountamountL

not lesslees than four dallydaily newspapersWe papers
are in existence three of which are
democratic john brogan was elected
mayor on october 21 he and a demo-
cratic council run the municipal ma-
chinery perry now hardly one hun-
dred days old has inhabitants
and is becoming somewhat conserva-
tive they dont kill quite so many
men per day claims are being settledsettlecr
and things generally are assuming a
normal condition

continuing along this branch otof
the santa fe as also another line
of the same road forty miles west and
on the rookrock island in the western part
of the strip are other towns and
cities while on almost every quarter

otor laud a farmer has located
six months harvilik been provided on
which to make final proof ane settlers
mostly have konegone home during the
winter there waswaa possibly an aver
age of from four to six claimants for
every piece of land and as the prior
rights are being the population
temporarily is being reduced

in accordance with the organic act
in the of Oklaoklahomaboms all
laudslands of the indiansdiang opened torfor settle
beut subsequently were to belong to
oklahoma proper with the new ad


