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the isloisle of man

there is a patch of laudland in the
stostormymy irish seaSOA called the isle of
man about whichwhick many travelled
and un travelled americans know
scarily moremoie than its namenamo on a
sunny layday the highlands of ulster
in ireland and of galloway inin
scotland arearet visible from its west-
ern shore and from the summit of

elf mountainninlinI1 buybusy little eng-
land is seeasepa fretting iuin the golden
haze far across the sea ft is not
much grekgrehgreaterLter than staten island in
area audand an14 ambitious C californian
might look upon it asai a fair sized
ranch but small as it is A mere
speck on the map of greakgreatgrea britain

it hashai a government ofpt joits own
a house of parliament a people in-
fused with noble blood and a chril j

ling and eventful history haw
thorne foundround it out while he was a
consul at liverpoolpooipool and hashaa praiseded
it in the delcdeliciousluuslous probe 0off his en
glide notenotonj books 11 Scottbeott gathered
materialfor peveril of fhethe peak
from its romantic scenery and leg-
ends amiand wordsworth commecoincoln memoivio
rated a silsllsit to it buoiinca sonnet but
it is not iliti these fewlew literary asso-
ciationsciaticlatlcitationsons that its chief interest lies
the hi tory of its varied fortunes
and the ancestry of its superstitious
people have a peculiarpecullar interest
datingdatin ai they do from the rillingthrillingtb
ageago when the NorsNornorsemennorsemaneinensemen were
mighty in the west

in its greatest length the loininlandd
measures about thirty three miles
and in its greatest breadth about
thirteen itsltd circumference 1is
sventyseventy five miles excluding the
sl of the bays and it con-
tainsbains a superficial area of about

acres or square miles
enjoying thutha benefits of tiietilet he gulf
stream the climate iii singularly
mild and genial and there arearo few
othotherer places inin the world where
the difference between wiwinterlitertiter and
summer is so blightslight the meau
temperature of summersummer is u bally

about degdet y of winter
deg and ofor springp 44 70 ddegeg
there is plenty of rarainnainin but
very little snow or frost rfuchsiusfuchsiasFuchucgislassias
grow to the hight of ten or twelve
feet out of doors and are found J a
mass of crimson blossoms in thetho
poorest gardens As to the health
fulfuibulnesnes of the climate you should
seethesee thetho native girls rosy checkedcheeked
plump active audand gleeful and the
men who are as stalwart muscu-
lar and handsome a race as ever
breathed sea air

for tiieiho most part the coast is
rocky and wild hoar with the foam
of the turbulent sea that surrounds
it and indented with capacious
liaiiaharborsarbors and innumerable creeks
but in the north the land sinks into
a low pasturage and meets the
water on the glistening pebbles of
a smooth beach the interior
includes nearly every kind of
natural scenery heather clad bal-
samicbamie hills plaplainsins as richly culti-
vated as the downs of surrey wide
reaches of prickly gorgorsoe as drear as
yorkshire moors and the prettiest
oreof cascadesascades the enchantment of
1northernNrorthernbern land dwells in its sub-
dued light and on its mist crowned
hheightse h t y

the vikings are fishermen now
and all the grest treasure
from liverpool sail into the west
without a thought or wish of evil
toward them sleepy are
perched on the cliffs where once
the beacon fires of the wreckers al-
lured many a goodly ship to her
doom in thothe bays where thetho
i hidbid themselves fly thothe white
sails of pleasure boats so great
are the changeschange9 wrought by time
that even the spell of mist worked
by thetho wizard king has been broken
and the summer has its share of
cloudless days the invaders aiarearo
not romans scots or scandi-
naviansnanav lansians but aggressive tourists
bearing knapsacks instead of eagles
and walking stisticksclis instead of Jjave-
lins

aveavo
these confront you in nearly

every part of the island and the
primitive character of the natives is
fast under the influence
otof thothe ttown6 wn manners which the
visitors bring with them many of
the superstitionssuperstitious have been laughed
away and hospitality has acquired
a fair money value I1 do not mean
to aysay that there are no more gen-
erous hearts and simple minds in
mona an old fishermans wirewifewl ro
entertained me withwish flour bread
salt nishlish and tentea in her hubhut at creg
y indignantly thrust me
out of the only door in thethotlie house
whenlienllen the meal was ended because
I1 offered her a shilling there arearc
not a few honest folks too who
yetset havehavo a steadfast faithfalth in mer-
maids and fairlesfairies william JUU
hiding in harpereHarpcre magazine
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public lreureworksdinin russia

thehe rurussianaslan government is about
to undertake a grecreaat work which
although not off the natinationalondi impor-
tance of the suez canal will suisul
palmpaimpa it in the magnitude of itaH pro-
portions

ro
and nearly equal it indexiu ex-

penseense of construction it has
determined to courleconnectct the caspian
sea and the sea of azof and con-
sequentlysequent ly the black sea by a cacanalnallnail
seven hundred audand fifty miles 1inn
length and which it is estimated
can hebe finished in six years ataat a
custcost of about sixty two millionsmillion of
doldoidollarlarmlaro or about three alidaad a halfbalf
millionsmilmii liona of dollars less than the
cost of the suez canal it will fol-
low the coursecourso of the daileydalieygalleyvalley hebe
tween the tw seas thatthatisis buppsupposedoed
to have been the bed through which
flowed theirthein intermingled water
before theytiley were separated by som
great convulsion or nature hiill thetite
remote past thisthia interveningr

tract of country is a sandy wastewast0 f

for the most part except where it
is broken by a low Iangetange of chun
lains and is19 very sparsely inhabit
eled the caspian desdea covers an
area of oneono hundred andanti twenty
thousand square miles its length
Is nearly eight hundredbundled miles and
its depth varies from four hundred
to four hundred and fifty feldtfeet but
in somekomo places oveneven at two I1llouthou
saudsand and eight hundred feet there
are no soundings by scientific
measurements instituted by the
russian in 18351833 it is19

foundaund to be one hundred and six-
teen feet below thethes black sea

this work is of vast ce
to russia both in a military uldand
commercialvom mercial point of view by ii11

the defensive strength of thetho whole
southern coast region wllwil be mmaI1
teteriterlbiallyallyalty increasecd for in a shoshort
space 0ot time ships will be ableabie to
peupenpenetrateelrate from the black sea into
the caspian and thele uniteuuie fora
combined attack or a common de
ferefeie A new support to her ar
willw illlil also be gaineJ inin centrocentra aslaasia
such is the military importance of
ghiseath iseasea in the estimation of rus-
sia that while reserving to llerlierherseltheiseltseit
thetho unrestricted use of itsita waters
she has imposed a treaty ouon persia
Nwhichblehbieh prevents that country from
maintaining any vessels of war
uuponI1boultit notwithstanding tthatbat its
southern and southwestern shore
are part of its territory by thethi
conquest of khiva the entire eateast-
ern coast of the caspian hashaa fallen
into the hands of0 Rusrussiabussis sofco that
she can nowilow debark troops on the
coasts of stan and persia
and keep up her lines of
operationoperationration by rail and river betweenoteogetheseese remote pointspoint sandand st petpeters-
burg

ers-t
and the baltic there is an

active commercial movement on
the caspian but it iais almost ex-
clusivelycluciuelusively russian over eight
hundred vessels annually enter the
Pportsorts of russia on this sea they are
engaged in traille with persia

and caucasus
hereafter the rich caravans that

travercetravero the kranats of bolboi hamand
khiva will be directed to uwliellello shshoresores
of the caspian and Russrussialawillwill bybe
comecomo possessed of the trade of0 al-
most the choln of central asia
thetho official announcement of this
colossal project hashaa beenheen enthusias-
tically received throughout the em-
pire and there is no doubt that
will be successfully carried through

in addition to this undertaking
nine thousand versta of new rail-
ways are to be built by the govern-
ment or private companies one in-
to the healt of siberia framtram the eex-
isting

X
trunk lineliness of the empire

seven in the coal basin of the don
which an english engineerengifagineer from a
recent survey reports to be one im-
mense

in
field of coal and iron and

another from this region called the
central asian line to Tash kend in
the khalat of rhoKhokhokharkhanhanban a very
important commercial town andami
the rendezvous of the caravans of

stan this latter road villwill
closely approach the frontier of
china railroads are extending on
all sides in russia ait continuous
line now exists from odessa on the
black seahea to archangel on the
white sea and thetho furthest ex-
tremitieses of the empire are bound
together by theotileo links of iron do-
ve

de-
velopingve loping immensely internal trade
and productions nearly twelve
thousand miles of railroadsrailroadsarearearc now
open to traffic in russia all of
which are doing a profitable busi-
ness the net profits of the st
Peterspetersburgburcburm moscow line alone in
1870 was SOI and that of all
thothe railways in the empire

comparatively but little is
known of tho internalluteinterualraal aurira of
russia but is known to
show that no country in the world
is makingAD greater progress in all
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