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NANSEN'S POLAR SHIP.

The efforte of the Indefatigable Dr.
Naneen to reach and explore the
North Pole every attentive newa
reader i# more or lers famlllar with.
He hae his own idess of the couree
and utility of the Polar currents, and

his theories, borne out as they are in
great measure by his own disgoverles
and observation, have nt least ao alr of
much plansibllity. His present inten-
tlon s to force hia way Into the great
northerly stream, and, trusting him-
gelt tu a shlp whioh shall be mble to
regist or endure the tremendous ice
pressure that may be enccuntered, let
that stream carry him whither it will,
To this end he has been devoting his at-
tention for some months past to the
consttuction of s vessel that shall
saswer his high requirements. The
ship has mow 5o [(ar prozressed that an
fdea may be formed of ite general out-
{ine. One who has eeen It aaye the
slantlng sldes of the tight little craft
strike the eye at once. Under the sup-
position that the vessel will be
“‘acrewed” hy the ice, care hay been
taken that no projecting points or flit
surfaces exist. The peculiar design is
based on the antigipation that alllce,
when meeting the vessel, will beorced
down under It, allowing it to be raised
so much out of the water. For the
same rchaon the hottom ot the vessel
is covered with hard and smooth wood
—greenheatt, 8 to6 inches thick, Inslde,
the vessel s provided with horizsutal,
vertical, usnd diagonal crossheams,
fustened by hupdreds of iron and
wooden joints, glving the impression
of great solidity. The frame is moetly
old oak, Besides the uppermort cover-
ing of greenbeart, there are two ousk
skins. The vessel is provided with n
steam-engine of 160 tiorse power. 1t ia
rigged as a three-mastel schooner and
will mainly rely on its enils when iov
thelce, Its dimenslons are: keel, 21
metrer; greatest length of deck, 39
meires; greutest width of deck, 1l
melres; helght from keel to deok, 5.25
metres; when lorded, 4.75 metres; is-
placement,800 tons. The bull wili be ex-
tremely beavy on acoountof the heavy
muterin] ussd jo ths construction, yet
it Ia estimnated that ehe will be able to
enrry 400 tons of coal and provislons,
ete, Healles the smaller hoala noces-
enry for reoonnolitering, ete., two large
boate are being bufll, uble to held the
wholes crew of twelve men, wnd pro-
visione for three months.
With such 4 marvel of solldity, and
with the mkill und the experience
*the intrepid Napeen bas already
exhibfted, there are good reasome to
expect that the reeults of this voyage
will far exceed those of amy Lhat bave
preceded it. The interest of the whole
world will be centeréd upoun it,

A BANKRUPTCY LAW NEEDED.

The time was, in the very remote
ages, when an insclvent debtor migbt
be put to death by his oredilors; com-
Ing along down the abore of time, with
the sun of a mors perfect Christianity
rising bigher and higher and anim-
proved civilization growing snd epread-
ing amonyg men, the savagery of such
Jaws was finally recognizad and they

gave way to measures lees rigorous.
As far hack as the medimval period, we
beldeve, or aay about the time that the
good Queen Isalella disposed of ber
jewelry rather than go In debt to glve
Mr. Columbus a world-seeking outfli,
the more mergiful treatment of
only imprisvning the man whe
couldn’t or wouldn’t pay his obliga-
tions was in vogue, and the race has
not ontirely gotten rid of this relio of
modified barbarism yet; still, it is only
in a few placea where ¢ivilizatlon pre-
valls that this 18 done, and It is not as
s rule invoked In them except In the
mote aggravated cases.

Few thioge in (hie life are more
genulnely snneying than for & confid-
jng creditor who may be in need
of hbls dues te be put off and
avolded and himeelf and his husi-
pess made to suffer through the de-
fault of others; but, llke almost
everylbing else "in this life, thera is
snother pide to the question. Perhaps
the debtor, threugh iack of & businesa
faculty of some etroke of misfortune,
bas become Unablé to meet hils obliga-
tions, and ms there ia nothimg orimi-
nal io this, there is nothing to be
galned by elther the creditor or society
at large in punishing the debtor; in
pases where there i3 a orimioal or
fraudulent defaication or avoidance, it
is altogether different and the law am-
ply provides for dealing with such
transactione.

The relation of debtor and creditor
hae always existed and always will so
long us men buy and eell. Immediate
pA¥uents are practically impossible;
bewsjdea, even ifpuch things could be,

they would c¢reate more hiud-
rance, dJrmage and loga than
they would avold., This {8 &an

age of reflned ¢ivilization s nd compre-
hensive enlightenment, one in which
transsetions are not as u rule condueted
on the baeis of a0 immediate exchange,
but ruther on that of & risk or an ex-
periment. The man who buye a stock
of goodw, for insiance, and opens up &
store, takes upen himeelf & risk at the
hands of the pevple smousg whom be
locates; he must conform to their
ocustowms And ocircumstances if he sells
anything at all. It they are a farming
cluss who receive money s & Fule only
after the sule of crops, he must give
them credit till after sugh rales, and in
the meantime must keep 2p his stock
without, perhaps, baving the ready
cash to do it g0 he lo
turn must have coredit from the
concerns with which bhe desls. These
Istter, and the villsge dealer also, are
thus constantiy involved in » riak; the
people trusted may not pay u eafficient
preportior of thelr obligutions atthe
appointed time to seitle with the
ireater ones, or the (armers’ crops may
fail altogether and they bo thus unable
to pzy anytbing at ali, in which case
the small eoncern goea to tho wall
hopelessly and ite full may seriously
Jostle 1f it <oes not completely over-
turn some one or more of the places
from whence came the supplie2. This
*ind of thing or mpomething simliar
sometimer bappens, but not very ollen;

but if it occurred every day,
we atill could not dispemse with
the ecredit system sand ita  at-
tendant risks, Just fancy a atore

tn which a man has dealt fer years and

always pald up, retusing further credit :

because 1t hes been determined to

l

abandon tbst system of dealing! Or g
hotel proprietor demanding the pay
for each meal and lodglng upon the
receipt thereof from a registered patrop
who presents external evidence gf
ability to pay! Or a New York mey.
chant refusing to bonor a telegraphjg
otder from a reljavle firm in Balt Lake
untit the money afrives, aithough the
goods might be wanted immediatejy
and would ateadiiy diminish in dge.
mand corresponding with the delay!
Of courwre noone t:inks of such things:
aond they all go to show to whut Ox:
tent the ocommercial world plagey
confidenoe In it cobnstituent par-
ticles, Yet this confldence |
sometimes mispiaced, oftener thap
otberwlse through unforeseen calam-
itles; and this all makes it necessary
for each natlon to esiahlish ard majp.
tain a comprehensive rule of hapk.
ruptey.

A bapkruplcy lIaw was passed in thiga
country in 1800 and permitted to Jive
but three brief years. In 1841 it wp,
revived hy Congresr, (which has the
sole power undor Lhe Constitutivy gof
dealing with the wubject), but thig
iime, through political nyitation it dig
not lve so long ms before, ite repes]
taking place tn 1848, After the way of
tue rebelllon the agilation was agaip
renewed, the pressure at that time
being well nigh frresistible througp
the unsettled condition of business jp
the country, and &8s 2 measure gf
rellef to those who were fipupg.
cislly stranded a bill was pagpeq
in 1867. It was an ex parle, quixotig
and most unssatisfactory cootrivange
showing that the legislative as we)] n;;
the husiness department of the japg
was in bad repair. 1t was afterwards
amended—and maue somewhat worpg
if possible—and aftern fAtful exlstepge
of elght yeara it went the Way or jis
predecessora,

The whole country i3 in need of g
just sud impartial aystem governjng
bankruptay, but perbaps we need {t
worse in Utah than do the peuple of
otber commonwealths, for we have
not, like most of them, even ap jp-
solvency law. When an seslgnment jg
made here it isuponithe prinelples of the
common law and oustoms pre.
vailioy elsow here, by Means
of which the debtor arrangea
thinge pretty much as he
pleakes. The subject hae been hrought
up in several Congresses, but pothing
¢onld be agreed upon. Let us hope
the next one, or the next sesslon of this
one, will take the Diatter in band and
keep it there ustil completed.

The reflections on tbis sublect herein
pontalned have reference of course
t» the greater wmercantlle concerns
which are governed Ly the law of

buriness a8 well as the law
of Congtren and the ioeal
enaotments. There i no design or in-

tention to either excuse of suggest an
excuse for private individusls running
reckleealy Inio the meshes of obliga-
tions from which they eannot houorably
escape, Providentlal calamities being
excluded from the computstion of the
case. The remarks om the subject of
debt at the recent General Coxference
wore full of appropriateness nad wia-
dom, and cannot be too emphatically
urged upon the consideration of the
people in cvery communlty of the
Bulnts.



