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GEORGE ALBERT SMITH

I1 waswat bornlorn in the town of potsdamPotidam st lawr-
ence county nemnewtorkyork on the

1

dayot
1

junejane 1817
my ffathertather john smith was the sixth sonon ofof

asaelasaei and mary and was barnonborn on the day
oft july 1781 he married Clarissclarissa aLmaplyman

the lith sepsept 1815
mylly grandtgrandfatherather asaelasaei smith wawas the second

sonBOX of samuel smith the second anandd priscilla
aedand was born in Topstopsfieldfield massachusetts
march fth 1744 and married mary duty
feb 12 1767

my great grandfather the second samuel
smith was the son of birstfirstrst samuelSamuelSmithsmith and
rebecca curtis and was born on the
january 1714 in topsfieldTops field essex county
massachusetts and married priscilla gould

nth may 1734 his father samulsamuel smithssmithy

the first was the son of robert and mary
smith who camecame from england he was born
onan the january 1666 in topsfieldTops field essex

t

county massachusetts and was married to
rebecca curtis daughter of johnrohn curtis on

january 1707
MmyY mother clarissa lyman was the

daughteraughterel of richard lyman who was an or-
derly ergeant for several yearbyears in the war of
independence during which titimemebyby exposure
hthe contracted a disease which produced an un-
timely death a few years afteraft erthethe war leav-
ing a family of small children Mmyy mother
waawaswaa reared under the care of her uncle the
reyrev elijah lyman pastor of the first presby-
terian church at brookfield orange countybounty
vermont

my grandmothersgrandm othera maiden name was philo1410
meiaaela LoloomaneLoomaceornace

myaly father and mother were members of the
congregational church at potsdam and spared
aono pains to impress my mind fromfrornoin my infancyancyanzy
with the importance of living a life of obedi-
ence to the principles of the religion of heaven
which they taught me as well as they under-
stood it

the winter after I1 was nine years old I1 re-
solved

re-
ceived a blow upon my head which rendered
meIBB ininsensiblesensible for three weeks A council of
surgeons decided that the skull yaswas fractured
and ththe blood settled under it and that the
only remedy waswab trepanning my father be-
ing a man of faithfalth and believing that god
would heal me djandismissedased thetila physicians and

iain a few weeks I1 recovered although for many
years I1 felt the effects of that blow

at an early age I1 felt a disposition to en-

quire afafterterier thethi original principles of the gos-
pel I1 asked my father where the presbyte-
rian church originated he answered with
the apostles I1 enquired where the methodist
church originated he replied with john
wealweslwesleyef lnin england about a hundredbundred years ago
I1 wherethere the baptist church originated
he saldsaidbaidbald with mr williams who first settled
rhode island or with the Walwai deniesdengeses I1 en-
quired why these sects did not join the presby
teriannbenana wbwho descended dirdirectlyatly from the apos-
tles liehe answered they all think that they
descended directly from the apostles this
opened my eyes

laTA thechef fallfaliallali of 1828 my arandgrandfathertatherfather received
hy letterietter from my uncle josephJosepthsmithfSmith senben be
formationinformationla that his son joseph had received
jagjaiseveralterilveril remarkable visions my grandfather
waswaa thanthen livinliving in stockholm st lawrence
cuaty also three of his bonssons jesse asahel
asal silas the old gintlegentlemandintlemanman said that he
always knew that god was going to raise up
some branch of his family to be a great bene-
fit to mankind but my uncles ridiculed josephs
visions

soon after a letter was received from joseph
jaajua in which he declared that the sword of
yemwomvengeancebance of the almighty hung over this
generation and that except they repented and
obeyed the gospel and turned from
waysway bumbling themselves before the lord
it wald fallfall upon the wicked and sweep themthera
fromtree thetk earth as with the besom apof dearee

tion this letterietter made adeep impression upon
my mindmindandand my fathertather said cf joseph wrote
like a prophet ili

in the month of august IS uncle
joseph smith aand hisbis youngeryoungestt ssonbonn don car-
los came to my ffathersath ers on a visit bringing
with them some books of mormonmornion myaly father
kiadkindfiadhad not seen his brother for about eighteen
years be had lived in wayne and ontario
counties western new york a distance from
uaus of ak miles As my urcleurcieuncle was in great
haste to see his father my father ook a bakoriwagon
and carried them to stockholm about twelve
miles where my grandfather and uncles re-
sided

my mother and myself occupied saturday
and sunday reading the bekofbook of mormon on
sunday evening the neighneighborsboro gathered intoin to

see the golden bible 31 asitas it was called by
them and coaconcommencedfenced raising objections to it
although I1 did not yet believe the book their
objections looked to meme so foolish that I1 ccom-

menced
om

answering themathem and exposed the fal-
lacy of their objectobjectionsloniioni so palpaipalpablypaulk that thetheyy
went away confoundedconfounded contenting themselves
by sayingbaying you are a smart boy

I1 continued to read the book of mormon
and framed in my mind a series of objections
which I1 supposed were sufficient to overthrow
its authenticity and on tbthe return of my uncle
joseph I1 undertook to argue with him upon
the subject but he so successfully removed my
objections and enlightened my mind that I1
have never since ceased to advocate its divine
authority

uncle joseph and my cousin don carlos
labored diligently to canvinconvinceS e our relatives of
the truth of the work uncle jesse the oldest
brother in the family opposed them in the
most vindictive manner threateninga to hew
uncle joseph down withpithaith a broad axe if he
brought hibbis books into or preached any such
damand nonsense in hisbis house he followed
him every place benefithe went and was BOgo abusive
as to prevent him talking on11 the subject in his
presence notwithstanding this uncles asa-
hel

asa-
he silas and my father were so ffarar impressed
with the truth that they continued to investi-
gate

sti
as did also several younkeryounger branches of

the family
soon after uncle joseph returned home mr

solomon humphrey a baptist exhorter in
stockholm beingt impressed with the truth of
the work went to manchmanchesterester ontario county
to see cousin joseph and was baptized and or-
dained an elder returned home and com-
menced preaching the word to the people al-
though constantly hissed at by the ministers of

I1
all denominations andarid their followers we

I1

were also visited by eldereider joseph H wakef-
ield who in connection with elder humph-
rey baptized several ihin stockholm and matil
daville among whom were myray motmothersherPs bro-
thers asa and george lyman and my grand-
mother philomela lyman

iiiin the year 1831 thethere were several pro
meetingsb heldheid by the congregationcongregationala

ests for the coricorlconversionversion of sinners thehe one heldheid
in december continued seventeen days I1 had
not yet obtained sufficient knowledge of the
gospel to understand but what I1 needed con-
versionversion after the manner

i
of the sectarianssectarians toto

fit inmee for baptismtm aandnd for this purpose I1 at-
tended the meetingsas a seeker after religion
night and day but could not profesaprofess to be
frightened nearly out of my bensessenses for feartear of
hellbell and damnation when I1 really felt no such
fear and I1 would not take my beat on the
anxious benches without I1 felt as others laiddaidsaid
they did and because I1 would not be ia hypo-
crite but remained in the gallery as the only
sinner left while hundreds were moaning for
their sins I1 was sealed up by the revnev fred
E cannon our minister to eternal damnation
this solemn sentence was pronounced nine
times in the name of jesusjesua christ with the
addition that your blood isupovis upon your own
head I1 concluded if the minister bad any
authority that myry fatefate waswaa sealed and itif hebe
hadbad none I1 was foolish for going to hibhis meet I1

an iealea 6n to00 gyst ateato

totomysmy satisfaction atthat theil keaieaisaiankenlansectarianlanian
i
churches

were without the true priesthood
in september 1831 my motherM

I1

oth er waswaa bap-
tized thaethadthethle congregational church commenced
to aalaboror with my father and mother but did
not begin correctly according tto the directory
my father having been a prominentprini rientriene member
and havhayhavinging heenbeen engaged in the performance
of almost every church labor with the refrac-
tory members for seventeen years corrected
their blunder which caused them to begin
again they continued thibthis labor by bendingsending
weekly committees until the of january
when they excommunicated them for her-
esy 1

1

january 9 183118371 my father was baptized byby
Eelderlderider S humphrey and was confirmed and
ordained an elder by elders josJOB 11 wakefield
aedandand S humphrey my father had been for
severalbeveral years very feeble in health and for
about six months previous to his baptism had
not beenhben able to visitisil his barn and waswab pro-
nounced by physicians irrin the last stage of
consumption liisbis neighbors all believed that
baptism would kill him I1 cut the ice in the
creek andarid broke a road for forty rods through
the crust on two feet of snow the day was
very cold the neighbors looked on with as-
tonishmentmentnt expecting to see him die in the
water but his health continued improvingimproTing
from that niomomentment duringdu ing thatthal eveveningiening he
hadahadbad a vision of the savisavlsavioror the next day behe
visited hisbis barn ilehe soon commenced travel
ling and preaching illshis former christian
friends denouncing him as crazy saying thatthai t
the linimprovedproved condition of his health was the
result of insanity and were greatly surprised
that a crazecrazy man should know moremord aboutabod the
bible than they did

I1

in every neighborhood where behe preached
hebe was followed uplip by sectarian ministers
who slandered and abused the saints in every
possible manner in order to save if possible
their sinking crafcraftsta 5 mr talbert who wabwas
very ffamousamous for preaching hell fire and eternal
punishment and was the presbyterianPresbyteriarilari minis-
ter at parishvilleParish ville at a salary of a year
and perquisiteses came into one of my fathers
meetings at Matil daville and interrupted him
in a most abusive mannarmanner demanding a sign
and pronouncing the solemn sentence ofof damn-
ation on all who should believe the word my
father told him in the presence of the congre-
gationgat on that he was a wicked man and an
adulterer and that his corruption should be
exposed to the eyes of all men in the course
of a ffewev months mr talbert was dismissed
from his congregation who did not approve of
his conduct in lodging with his hired girls a
custom which it wiswas proved he had long
practisedpracticed mr fc however had been
engaged for seven yearsyearb by his congregation
he sued them for his salary in the district
court and recovered being his salary
for six years the remaining term of his en-
gagementgga

in the spring of 1832 my father was in-
vited to preach in a school house near homebome
which created an excitement on the sunday
previous to hisbis meeting an appointment was
circulated that mr hall a methodist presiding
elder would expose mormonism at the stone
school house at 4 pm and every
family in thetile neighborhood was noilnotifiednotifiedfied but
ours seeing the turn out I1 went to the meet-
ing mr hall delivered a discoursedisco urgeurae from
rev chap 22 v 18 ceicilit any man

I1

shall add
unto these thinthingsB god shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book ilehe
asserted that after that was written tbthereere was
no more revelation no more prophecy and all
thaithalthat was written after that time professing to
be revelation or prophecy was from hell alt-
hough but

i
a boy of fifteen I1 looked sternly at

mr liallhallhali when he made this assertion and
could plainly perceive him change colorcoir ilehe
stopped and stammered and declared that I1iff
the of the goldengoiden bible would
smite st lawrence river BOso that he could go
to canada dry shod he would believe it hisills
discourseescourse wagawasa tirade of abuse backed up byy
eldereider bachelor a baptist minister As BOOB

1I
as the meeting was didismissedis missed I1 was surround-
ed by about forty of the neighbors cfallof allali deno-
minationsmi and asked what I1 thought of mr
halls bereerbermonsermonnion I1 replied I1 waswail never so aial
toni shed in all my life I1 had bupt emr
hall to be an honest man and bobearto hearbear him lie
to the congregation when the whole assembly
must knew that he waswaa lying astonished me
beyond measure what did mr hall syeayhatthatbat
was not truedtrue they inquired I1 repliedrepliedi beb
bidsidbaidsaid that after john wrote his text that there
was no more revelation no more prophecy
and all that was written after that pretending
to be inspired was from hellbell when he knows
and so does every body else that looks inside
a large family bible that jojohnhn himself wrote
his three epistles and his gospel years afaftertenter
that text was written several of hishii meth-
odist friends said it couldcoula netnot be so but an old
presbyterian among them said when you getgot
home look at the chronology in your ifiebebletties
and you will find that geo A is right A
more astabtastonishedorlished company I1 never saw

31myy fatherfather preached the next Sababbitbathon4 thetha
fulfillmentfulfilment of prophecy our neighborsneighborra were
astonishastonishededatat hishia knowledge of the bible the
sectarian ministers visited every family
around and charged them not to visit or asso-
ciate withanva us irlin any way in the least aean ffanatanaaniaaria
I1 was cacatching and they would be in
danger of going to hell during rrymy ffathersathers
long sickness and feeble health I1 had carriedearned
on the farm myself and prejudice went BOso far
that etwasit waswab with the greatest difficulty we

I1

could hire hands to assist in mowing thrash-
ing ac and were under the necessity of
hiring confirmed infidels whom the christiansChristil
would scarcely ever employ

mr john dorothy an influential
member of the presbyterian church proposed
to me that if I1 wouldwoula leave my father and
pledge myself never to become a mormon and
commence immediatelyabely to go to school he
would warrant me seven years education behe
promised thaithat there should be no failure if I1
would study divinity and become ai afpfpresbyter-
ian

asb ter-y
ian preacher I1 told him that mr cacannonannon
his minister had sealed me uplip to eternal
damnation and I1 would consequently be unfit
torfor a minister he replied that would make
no difference I1 answered then mr can-
non has no authority from god and I1 will not
preach without authority he then baideaid I1
might choose my profession and I1 should have
the education if I1 would agree never to jolajoia
the mormonscormonsMormons I1 told him that my ffathertather was
sickI1 and that the commandment of god re-
quired me to honor my father and mother and
it was my duty to take care of them ass I1 waswax
their only dependence he replied your
father and mother have dishonored themselvesthema elrea
by becoming mormonscormonsMormons take my advice and I1
will guarantee that you shall have as good an
education as can be got without costing you
anything but your time in acquiring it ariaand
the wealthiest members of the church ateare
ready to backvach me up in what I1 am saying andard
you may become a member of congress

I1 retired to a secret place daily andaad prayed
to my heavenly father with all mmyy heart to
direct me in the right way and give me a
knowledge of the things of his kingdom that
I1 might not be led into inyany of the foolfoolefoolerieserleseriesnegnek
which were BOso cotcommonantonanion in the worldworld my
mind was wrought upon byiy two spints the
one of darkness and the other of light many
times when I1 wouldifould kneelkheel

I1
to praprayY I1 imagined

myself surrounded by a herd of wild catticattle as
the place I1 retired to waiwaswas near a grain field I1
could hehearar them destroying thehe grain the
shock was at times so buddensudden that I1 turned mrmy
head to look at them this kind of annoyance
continued until I1 jmadgmadeade up my mind to be bap
sized

A cubrcube yoeroe BURNS the french gazettetzottatte
medical states that by an accident chcharcoalarceal
has been discovered to be a cerecure fortor burns
by laying a piece of cold charcoal upon the
burn the pain subsides immediately by
leavingleming the charcoal on one hour the wound iis
healed as has beerbeen on eeB veraiveral
occasionsjonsjona the remedy isin cheap and simile
and ceitaceltacertainly deserves a ttrialtriaial


