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tt lIEill CHRISTMASCI SISf BISONASON to mind thethc mission andall teachings of that Divine Iliathan11 whose birthhirth into ticthe world is now commemorated propier 1 I

claimed concerning Iris advent The kingdom of heaven is at handhan l TheThc enemies of Christ and cause declared this to hcbe treason against imperial Rome AndAud ii-

y

j j

y tillthe cruel IQ
I jtI put thethc accusation Yetlit thethc Kingdom that was announced by thethc Baptist and the Nazarene was in no sense inimical j

I

1

11 to nn earthly governmentnt hiltbut to makee its adherents better citizens and more useful to the state because of their attachment to the Church and of God J
II-

J

They werewen to render untoInto Caesar the things tintthat were while they untoInto God the things that were Gods II
r

JItt iis thethc same in the restoration of the church and in the latter daysIlai preceding the second advent of thethc worlds It is ngagain announced tt-

JJ
that the Kingdom of heaven is ntat hand and as a preparatory work the Church of Jesus Christ of Saints has been organized by Divine authority nud cam j I

p

I I

Aud history repeats itself in the old cry of treasonreason and the charges that the Mormon organization is imperium in imperio Yet it doesdocs not to exercise
I I

t the powers of a secular government but its influence and effects arearc to strengthen and promote fidelity to the law and loyalty to the nation where its followers reside t

i i The phrase church and is frequently used hby and ni in reference to tIllthe system called Mormonism It is solely anall organization It is
y arate antiand distinct from the state It doesdocs not intelinterferecre with any earthly government Its members however arearc also citizens entitled to the same rights anda ul privileges ilSas persons who arcnrc

I

not off their faith Its officers arearc not depriveded of anything appertaining to citizenship in consequence of their ecclesiastical calling TheirTheil dutyluty to God is not incompatible with their duty to their

II country on the contrary thethc former implies andall the latter

The religion of thethc Lattery Saints relates to present conduct as well as future happiness It influences its votariesls in everything that affects human character It is for the body lISasas-

well

1 jj-

LL well as for the spirit It teaches people how to live andaud act in thisthi world that thcthey ntaplay be prepared for the rearealitiesIi tics of the world to comecoma The Church therefore instructs In things temporal nsas fJ

well as things spiritual wso far as thcthey relate to the Church its properties and institutions and thethc association of Its adherents But it doesdocs not infringe upon the liberty of the individual or01 encroach 1

w upon the domain of the stale The free aagency of manratan is a principle which according to the tenets of the Church even God 1 doesdocs not suppress the Church doesdocs not i
I

I

tatetalc a members his politics or01 hihis personal affairs It neverlIever tells a citizen what occupation he shall follow whom hehc shall vote for or with which party liehe shall to1
ii-

pp In the case of such Church as arc expected to devote their tingetime and talents constantly in its service and uon whom itt depends for the prompt performance of such av toto-

I

Rit requires that tirethc shall before entering into secular pursuits that would prevent themtherm frontfrom attending to their Church dillies first acquaint their presiding officers with their desires and oh f

tauttain permission to carry out their intentions in order that no confusion or01 failure in the order and work of the Church nHImay be occasioned This necessarily extends to the ac ii-

j

i

j
4 of political office Liltbut trotlIot to the choice of partypart or thethc libertliberty to engage illin such political or other activity as15 would not intelinterferecn with the services due to the Church Every officer as well

1I 1

Osas of the Church is entirely free as to political opinion and action and maylito resign anany position that is in restraint of perfect libertliberty t

I The early settlement of Utah hyby the Saints or Mormons was the result of persecution and hostility to their religion The Church leaderslea lers were thethc Pioneers in this trotcol

They directed the andatHI the work of nullancl cities forfOI the formation of a the Territory wasleas organizedbS Congress t
1

I ej theythe were n office as tillthe logical fitting incumbents The of the Church thethc lendingleading pioneer was appointed Governor hhn the andamI Senate of the United States tt-

I

s

I Other prominent Church leaders received civil and the most active Church being red also in promoting secular were elected to terlterritorial c iI postpost-

SS

I This condition of affairs fostered the notion that Mormonism united church andHU sUite Till that prevailed in the choice of these public servants while the people of Utah were ill
V

ItIii ofo one faith and partearl further overt the impression abroad1 thatlint ticthe voted asLS they were required by the Church But thethc ecclesiastical null1111 political systems r kept distinct all 1

their affair were separately conducted and maintained 1
1

It toesdocs not follow na who is elected to at national state or office is also a minister of religion that a union is formed church and statestale AntAnd if there is Z

f j t anything of that nature in the easelase of tunIn inhi one of tIllthe churches holding na political office it is different with the officials of the Mormon Church who as a rule followfolio secular
5 pursuits for their milland enengageage inn businesstt i like other citizens They do not fora na separate class even among tlc r coreligionists hutbut the Priesthood of the Mormon Church is hell by t

F I thtle large majority of its matemale members And the Church exacts dutyduly from any person who is elected to a political office nor imposes upon him nnany requirements that Conflict with those ii-

S

1

S

f
of his secular oath Oor obligation JtIt interposes nothing himhim and his full fidelity to the government which he is elected to serve t

1

There is no suchslId I thing as II the oath of man or thelie oath of anai or of anany other officer in the Church Noror is nnany person belonging to it required to fake anau

I oath obligation covenant or agreement aagainst or01 to the injury ofoC any government the nun All to the contrary are mistakes or wilfultt untruths TheI lie Church and Kingdom orof
li lj God toin the laws off the land and recognizes the national Constitution allas of Divine origin inu that it was framed Uby wise men raised up by thethc Almightyht for that venvery purpose 11

i

Its principles arearc to hebe upheld and the authority it confers is to hcbe respected and sustained hyby every Saint fhilJ his has been taught InIII thetho Church frontrom the beginning illin public and in I

r vateate and is usas one of its Articles ofoC Faith Such statutes nsas ntat allnn time were resisted by f Mormons were opposed because they were believed to be contrary to10 the Constitution and 1

werew e re tested illin the Manner inn that sacredsacral illinstrument The1 he result has been acquiesced inIII at the cotcast of much humiliation antIand suffering to

tr The Bible which Is oneate of thethc of the Mormon Church teems with and promises ofoC the esta of Divine rule on the earth of the advent of aa-

I

J

I reign of righteousness overovar all the nee of the globe CluChri t is to hebe lingKing and all and peoples are to serve and obeyohey ElmI that is tuto hebe the l of GodGoel inIII Velvery Iceddecd TheThe-

e

Church of Jesus Christ of Saints illis setlid up to that Kingdom Its gospel is the gospel of the kingdom itshs principles ordinances authority and gifts arenrc of heavenly originori ill

JlIt is therefore the kingdom of within it the and power that arc to open the way for thetit of the prophecies concerning thethc universal dominion ofcf the ii-

SonSon of God ChurchChu members ore ld hby Divine to he unto tillthe powerspower that pee ll He whose right itIl is toIn reign Thoy arearc thusdills 1 hy1 the saine author 1

JI it Let no monmin the laws ofnf the land for01 hnhe that thelIthe wl of o no need to titthe lawsl w of thehc laudI n The twelfth article of t tot children in the SundaySundar schools JJ-

I

aa-

i

J

i i

1

to thu l Pl of bothhoth sexes uIt the Mutual and to all communicants inIII the IIIis IVevc believeelley In bringbeing subject to kings l rulers undand magistrates InIII
l

lI the litIn f
UU-

I

JJ-

I

l
0 obeying honoring nil 1

I

I

ilj Theline courts of theJhc Church arearc TheThey adjudicate I Church membersm in IUmatters of di and in thetle promotion ofoE Church Litigation among
i them is deprecated and it illis deemed wrong farfOI brother to go to law brothel nutBut ml malty isII enforced giber than or nsas thethc extreme t

I1

The courts of law nflare cd in their secular capacity andanI their we honored and a screed ff-

II

Sermons disdissertations milland arguments hby preachers andanel writers litIn ththe Church concerning the Kingdom of CodGoI that is to lebe arc not to lItbe nsas rrelating to the present IIf I

tilethc arearc so presented as to thethc idea that the to conicome is18 to he exexercised the claim isII incorrect noo matterr by whom setlet forth e it IsII litin direct with Divine revelation
i to the Church Such opinions do10 not weigh at all when placedl inIn thu scales againsta the wordwod nud of GotGod J 1

Thelie Church andone Kingdom ofIf Godioe doesdocs not use an compulsion over the souls of men Nortor doesloel it any right so0 to do The Priesthood hearsbears Is Divine autholauthoritytr toalnd tf

i minister In of DeitDeity inu the truthstruth nod ordinances of l hose whwho holdholI itt arcrc warned against seekinging totn eexercise unrighteous Instructed that It cnncan only liehe
i l I

t hby persuasion Iih by gentleness and meekness nujl Uby love unfeigned J ncfI therein regulate the of thetle Church hyby con nn 1 theirtheil jUl 1

t

t f tion is not without Its limits Iw I off thehc organization In eerevery place Iiis absolutely freeCree as nIt citizen andd 18is not 1 of anany hbert enjoyed hyby 1

1

S The1 he altitude of this Church towArd other religious SO IIIis thusthu clearlclearly setI t forth ni the article oof our faith 1 Vea claim the privilege oof worshiping Almightyht God accord tt-

ingIing to the of our conscience null allow aall1 menIII thethc 1same privilege Ilet them lIr lp how where or they may In this spirit we netact nilall thethc nations and kingdoms of the world1

Wc hovehave no quarrel with any of then litht proclaiming ththe kingdom1 of leavensheAvenIi otat hand we have tiltthe most and ferventfenelt convIctions of our mission and calling and Intend to hyby
II

t
all c and conditions But we do not and wiltwll not tt to forceforc them upon others or toio control or01 dominate anyAllY of their affairsaffair or national We rcregard nitall people

i nsas the children of the Eternal Father and therefore ass our brothers rind sistersitera c sseekc their welfare we endeavor to enlighten them we tlcdesirelre their proprogress and salvationn c abhor
If II 1 wee resent hintbut wo do trot believe inIII for or supposede injuries WI seekseCk to enjoy and c erdle theIho spIrit that thu worlds whoIto we will

II-

I
j

j lwbe itsiti KingI Aud1 with that we that thetho li of thil Church and Kingdom of the latter daysdaYI onmi this lay inn the of our Lord tga is as5 of old II

ri On earth good to kI
I S 11 tt-

UfJot IINN It of lr JJesus Christ of Latt rda II-
I
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