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DISCOVURSE ([sudl do not know but what he|of comprehending’ the principles of | but He said, “Nay, but thou did’st|and be (aifilled the thing thy

. wants me to say something abont | life, trath and Intelligence which [langh.” There were to be certain |required of him N

PRESIOENT JON TANLOR,

Delivered in  Parowan, Sunday
morning, June 24th, 1883,

EEPOETED BY JOHN TEVINE,

KElder George Reynolds, at the re-
uest of President Taylor, read
&mat’l “Bermon on the Moant,”
after which,
President Taylor epoke as follows:
I have had & long dieconse read over
In your hearing. I do mot know
that we can listen to anything bet—
ter than to .instructions given by
the Bavior; and in that discourse is

bim belng here—(Ianghter). [Bro-
ther Cannon: Oh, no.]—we shoanld
have been pleared to have stayed in
the conntry a few days longer, but
we catnot do so; thatis, we have
other dutles devolving upon us, and
we ought to be In Balt Take City on
Tuoesday next. At one time we
conld not very easily havedone this,
but we have found out the way—at
least, there fa a way provided, The
Lord hae blessed us with many
blessings, He has cansed us to sit
together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus. He has granted unto ng Hia
Holy Bpirit to enlighten our minds
and to teach us the principles of
righteousness. He hnalealled us to

& great amount of intelligence, wis-
donf, thought, reflection, principle
and dootrine presented toour minds,
It 1s fall of thought, tull of intelli-
genoe, and presents to us principles
“that connect earth with heaven,
Jman with God, and with which are
intarwoven all our best mterests in
time and throughount eternity. It s
‘well, therefore, to reflect upon thete
thinge—upon the doctrines, teach.
inge and instructions given by our
Bavlor end by anclent men of God
.who were under the inepiration of
the Almighty and who spake as
they were moved upon by the Holy
Ghost, For if the principles which
were enunciated by oar Savior in
His day were correct they are just
as true and correct to-day as they
were then, and they are quite as
applicable to us as they were Lo the
people to whom He addressed Him.
_self; for they are general princlples,
_and some of them refer to things
that are personal,that are associated
with our everycfay Iife, and with
the spirit end feeling that we ought,
as SBaints of the Most High God, to
be In possession of. Indeed I very
much qaestion whether we could
find in the same space as compre-
hensive an expesition of ideas or
principles enunciated by any person
that ever ppake, as are found in this
germon which waa delivered by
Jesus upon the Monnt. We should
have esteemed It a great privilege
to have Jistened to the Bon of God,
yet we can read His worda to-day,
and the principles He taught, asl
have gaid, are just as (rue and im-
portant now as ther were then.

I desire tospeak a iittie this morn-
fog upon some of the dutfes snd re-
sponeibilities which devolve upon ue
aa Latter-day Saints, and I feel that
—as I often hear the Elderd® say—I
would like to have an interest in

our faith and prayers. I like to
ZmVe the prayers, the faith and con-
fidence of good men and good wo-
men, and I feel this morning that I
am among good men and good
women who are desirous to do the
will and keep the commandments
of God our heavenly Father—that is,
this is the general feeling,.

I wiil say I have been pleased; to
meeat here and greet some of ony
Preeidents of Biakes and other

. brethren from a distance. Here is
‘Brother McAillater from 8t, (Reorge,
and some others who have accom-

jed him from that region. They
ave traveled over a hot, sandy des-
ert, quite a long distance to meet
with us and to meet with you,
Apgain, here is another President of

_Btake—PBrother Crosby — who has
come over these big mountains from
Panguitch, and I think some of his
folka have come with him from that
Btake. Then agiin, here is Brother
Murdock, who hag come 35 miles
with us, and then you might double
that diatance by two or three times,
for he was at Milford to meet us,
and some of his folks are also¢ with
as, - Then we had the President of
Millard Stake-—Brother Hinckley—
who was with os for several days.
It gives me great pleasure to meet

- with these my brethren of the
.Priesthood, especially with the Pre-
‘sidents of Btakes and their Connsel-
lors, lbecanse they hold important
positions in the Church and King-
dom of God, and-I greet you and
bless you in the name of the Lord.
There I8 n spirit exhibiled which
shows that the brethren feel inter-
eated in the things pertaining to the
Kingdom of God, and that of all oth-
ers is the thing fu which we ooght
all of ns to be interested. [President
Cannon: We have alao with us
Brother Erastas Bnow and Brother
Juoch Gates.] President Tayior:
Oh, ye3. We expect them to be
everywhere, as we are. We have
specially dedlcated onrselves to God
as active servants in His vineyard;
we have dedicated ourselves to do
the will of God and to aseist in car-
rying ont His purposes, and we fee]
quite happy in the labor. And X
should have been very much pleas-

@4, and so would Brother Cannon—

doa great work, How great, could
I tell you? No. Counld you ander-
stand if I did? No,you could not. Bat
He has called us to doa great work
—a work in whichGod onrHeavenly
Father is interested,a work in which
Jesus the Mediator of the new cov-
enant is interested, a work in which
Adam Is interested, a work in which

God has seen fit to make manifest
to us, and the world do not compre-
hend’ them at all. And why can-
not they? Because Jesus said very
poaitively in His day that except &
men was born again he conld not
s¢e the Kingdom of God, and unless
he was born of the water and
of the Bpirlt he comld not enter
into the Kingdom of God, and
they do not understand it. We cao-
not help that. Bat if wecoold com-
prehend our own positions and re-
alize the blessinga that we have en-
joyed, and do now enjoy, and the
progpect that lies before us in conse-
quence of God having inclined oar
hearts to yield obedience to the Gos-
pel of the Bon of God, we shoold
oall upon oor sonls and all that is
wlithin os to bless His Holy name,
‘Woe shonld thank God from moming
till evening that we have the prive-
iege of heing Latter-day Baints,
We ghould thank Him for the Iight
and intelligence that we have al-

Beth, Methuselsh, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Isane, Jacob, Motes and
the Frophets are interested, a work
In which the Apostles that officiated
on tha continent of Aala are Inter-
ested, a work in which the Apostles
tbhat officiated on this continent are
intereated, as well as Lehf, Nephi,
Moroni and others who operated
here in the cause of God and who
pought to oarry out His purposes in
this land, It is a work in which all
men that have ever lived upon the
face of the carth are interested. It
s a work In which the Gods in the
eternal worlds are interested. It s
a work that has been apoken of by
all the hely Prophets since the world

of tbe fullness of times” wherein
God will gather together all things

was, It is called tho Fdispensation | of

ready received, and we should seek
for a closer commuouoion with Him
that we might comprehend more
felly the duties that devolveupen us,
and feel In our hearts to do the will

of God on earthas augels do it in
heaven, We shoulddo thiz if we
could comprehend our true position,
and eome of us do comprehend it In
part. We gee in part, we understand
in part, we prophecy in vart etc.,but
when that whichis perfect i come
that which 1s in part will be done
away with, The Lord has gathered
us together and ia secking to intro-
doce among this people the prinei-
ples of Zion, that we may be pure in
heart, pare In life, pure in spirit, pure
In oot actions and that we may all
us feel Iike saying “0
God search m heart and

blessinge associated with this son.
The Lord alse told Abraham that
He wornld bless him exceedingly
and make him a great man wpon the
earth, Finally this son waa bern. But
there came after a time a time of trial
of Abraham’s faith. In substanoce
the Lord satd to him: “Now, Abra-
ham, take thy son Isazo. You re-
celved him from me,”—the same a8
we all do, if we could underatand it,
bot *we do not—he was a son of
promise — a great many people are
not sons of promise, bat still are no
iess the children of God, for God I8
the God and father of the spirits of
all flesh—*Take thy son and offer
him wp a8 a sacrifice.” “What!”
said Abraham, Noj; I do not belleve
that he sald that; but I will suppose
what he might have rald: “Why,
Lord, did you not tell me that yoa
wounld sstablish your covenant with
Isaac for an everlasting covenant
and with his seed after him, and
that Fehould become a great and
mighty natlon, apd that all the na-
tions of the earth wounld be blessed
In me?” *Yes.” *And now you
tell me to offer my promised son as
& aacrifice? What are yoo going to
do atont §t?* *Yon have got to
ohey me, that isall,” Abrabam did

anywhere else.  No; he

ham undergoing this trial.
der what his feelings were. What
wonld yoor feelings be it you were
commanded to sacrifice your prom-
jsed Ron? Well, Abraham took his
son Into the mountain. They boilt
an altar. And floally Isaac aaid

try iy reins, zearch me and prove

in one, whether they be thingsin
the heavena or things in the earth.
It is a dispensation in which alf the
holy Prophets that ever lived upon
the face of the earth are interested.
They prophesied about it ap the
grand and great consummation in

the accomplishment of the parposes
of God; purposes which He designed
bafore the morning stara msng to-
gether, or the sons of God shouted
for joy, or thls world iteelf rolled

me, and if there ia any way of wick.
odness within me bid it depart, show
it to me that I may overcome it,
that I may gain the victory, that I
may be worthy to be thy aon, thatT
may be worthy to have thy blessing
and thy Spirit and the Intelligence
that dwells with Thee imparted to
me, that I may walk according to
thy laws and fulfl] the various da-
ties and responeibilities tbat devolve
upon me.” That is the kind of feel-

into exlstence. 1t is &8 work in
which we, our progenitors and our

posterity are especially intereated,

And we are gathered together from

among the nations of the earth in

grder that we may be taught of

QGod, that we sy underatand the
law of God and the principles of life
end mivation; a salvation that ex-
tends not only toourselves,bat to all
mankind. We are gathered to-
gether heve that we may be placed
especiaily under the toitfon and
guidance of the Lord, that we may
feel and realize that whioch the an-
cient Ispaelites expreseed when they
said, “The Lord is our judge, the
Lord ie our lawgiver, the Lord is our
king”—and He ghall rule over ne
and we will be his people; and we
His latter-dny lerael wili sckoowl-
edge Him in all things; for we are
a chosen peapie, & royal Priesthood,
selected by the God of Israel for ihe
accomplishment of His pnrposes, for
the organization and purification of
His Churchyfor the establlshment of
His Kingdom, and for the building
ap of his Zion on the earth, We
are indebted to God for the revela-
tion of all those principles that we
to-day possess, whether they rielate
to the Church of God, tothe Zion of
God, or to the Kingdom of God; =0
far &8 &ny principles thereof have
been made manifest and developed
untp ue they are truly, positively
| and unegunivoeally the gift of God
our Heavenly Father. They did not
criginate with ws, They did not
originate with any man that lived on
the earth, for no man knew them,
They did not originate with J oseph
Bmith, or with Brigham Yonng, or
with myeel or with the Apostles, or
with any clazsof men in this Church,
They are the glit of God to His
pecple, to His children who dwell
npon the earth. He has offered
these principles freely to the nations
of the earth. Thousands and mil-
lons of people who have heard
them have not received nor obeyed

thers; but you bave — that is, 1
speak generally, not Individually,
for some iave not obeyed them,
Many Latier-day Saints do not
comprehend thefr position. They
do not understand the relationship
that exista between God and them-
selves. They do not underatand the
responsibility of the position that
they occnpy; some such hold the
Holy Priesthood and others are not
in the Holy Piilesthood. After so
many years of teaching and instrue-
tion and the many opporianiiies

that we have had,we come far shorf

ing we should have if we conld rea-
lize and comprehend oor position.
We wooid seek after the To:d.

In the disconrse read by Brother
Reynolds this mornlng it eays,
among other things, *Bleased are
they Which do hunger and thirat
after righteonsness; for they shall be
filled.” I also read with regard to
Abraham. He was a man of God,
and he tells us in his history that
he was a follower after righteous
ness; that he desired fo obtain more
rightecusness, and that opon exam-
ining into the history of hia fathers
he found that he had a right to the
Priesthood and sought ordination,
and he received that ordination. He
was ordsined by Melchesidek, who
was prince of Balem and a servaunt
of the Most High God, and held the
Priesthood called after his name. [t
ia the Priesthood which 19 after the
order of the B3on of God, a Priesthood
which poseestes the power of
an endless life. Abraham received
a knowledge of thece things; and
when he obfained the Priesthood
what did he do? Did he, =after the
manner of some religioniats, “sing
himself away to everlasting blise?»
No, he did not. What then did he
do? Ha Ekept seeking after more
righteoubness.  Jesus recognized
that principle in his sermon—
“Bleesed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness; for
they shall be filled””’ Abraham
songht the Lord diligentiy, ard
finally he kad given wuto him a
Urim and Thummim in which he
was enabled to obtain a knowledge
of many. things that others were ig-
norant of. I think the meaning of
the name of Lhis Instrument laLight
and Perfection, in other terms, com-
municating lght perfectly and in-
telligence perfectly through a prin-
ciple that has ordained for that
purpose. Did Abraham stop there?
No; he did not rest until he could
communicate with God himself.
Jeaus said: “Blessed are the pure in
hesrt; for they shall eee God,”” The
Lord appeared to Abraham and told
him many things. And in proportion
to the blesstngs which He oonferred
upon him, the Lord exacted from
Abraham strict obedience to His
law, to His word, and to His will,
and He tried him to the uttermost.
Hse gave unlo him a son, Sarsh
Izughed af ti:c idos when the Lord
toid her she would have mson. At
her time of life—she was 60 years
old—it did Jook & little odd. The
Lord asked her whatehe Janghed at,
Shedenled that she- had langhed,

to his father: “Behold the fire
and the wood: bot where is the
lamb for a burnt offering? What
wonld yon have thought if you had
been in Abraham’s place? Yet
Abraham wasa righteous man and
sought after rightecueness, sought
after God, and God had talked with
him 2nd blessed him in s very re-
markable manner, and given him
a 500 whete there ‘'Was N0 prospect
natarally of his wife Barah having
one. How would you have felt, yon
fathers here, if you had been placed
in the eame position? Buot Abra-
ham nerved himeelf up and sald;
¢My son, God will provide himself a
lamb for a burnt offering—thou thy-
self art that lambl” He thereapon
bound Ieanc and laid him on
the aliar. He Yifted the
knife and was sbout to sinke
the fatal blow, when the angel
of the Lotd called nnte him ouat of
heaven and said, “Lay not thine
hand npon the Iad, neither do thou
anything unto bim;: for now I know
that thou fearest God, seeing thon
hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son, from me. And Abraham
1iftéd up his eyes, and looked, and
behold behind hint a ram caoght in
a thicket by his horns,and Abraham
went and took the ram and offered
him op for & burnt offering in the
atead of his son.” And the Lord
sald, "*Because thou hast done this
thing and hsast not withheld thy
son, thine only son: that in blessing
I will blesa thee, and In maltiplying
I will multiply thy eeed, naa the
gtars of the heaven, aud as the
sand which is upon the sea ghore;
and in thy eeed sheall all the nations
of the eatth be blessed.” I
Ipeak of theee things to show
how men zre to be tried. I heard
Joseph Smith say—and I presume
Brother Bnow heard him also—in
preaching to the Twelve in Nauvoo,
that the Lord would get hold of
their heart strings snd wrench
them; and that they would have to
be trisd as Abraham was trled,

Well, some of the Twelve could not
stand it, They faltered and fell by
the way. Itwas not everybody that
oould stand what Abraham stood.
And Joseph sald that if God
had known any other way whereby
he could have tooched Abraham’s
feelings more acutely and more
keenly be would have done 8o. It
was not only his parental feelings
that were touched., There was
something elae beeldes, He had the
promise that in him and in his seed
all the nationa of the earth shoald
be bleesed; that his seed should be
multiplied as the stars of theheaven
and as the sand upon the fea shore,
He had looked forward through the
vista of fature ages and seen, by the
splirit of revelation, mayriada of his
people rise nf throngh whom God
wonld convey intelligence, light and
salvation to s world. Bautin being
ozlled npon to eacrifice His eon 1%
seemed as thoegh ali His pi‘ospecis

eriaining to poaterity weie to come
Eo naught% EBut he had faith in God,

Yet we
concelve of anything that ooulq
more trying and more N
than the position in which he 4
placed. o
Now, although 1 have Eakd
giderable in regard to Aurahpy ,
1 will say 8 word or two more, ’ﬁ(u
said that in his seed should gy |
nations of the earth be blesseq. %yl
was [mang, and who was ;m,'l'
Heirs with him tothe BAMe prop,
Who was Moses? A man ty,.
raisced np to lead the .
larnel oat of Egypt. wh,
bhe? A descendant of A
Who were the Propheys ol
whom we receive (hly jy
The seed of Abraham, .
were the prophets from whyy ¥
received this Book of
They were of the sced of Aby;,
Who was Jesus, the Mediaty y
new covenant? Of the seed o
ham. Who were the Apsth) g
the seed of Abratam, Wy 'ﬂ!'
the people that came to th) Ky,
eni? The seed of Abrahsn, f
were the Apostles that e
up here? They were the oy
Abraham. Who was Josegiis,
the Prophet of God raisedup/nty,
inst days? He wan & descendanty
Joseph, the Bon of Jacb,and |,

not begin to quoestion the I.ord if| father’s name was Joseph, w ly
He could find a precedent for such s [ been anelently prophested shodl
thing in the Beriptures, or whether | the case, when the work be sy
such a thing had ever taken place| perform was belng referred b, §
roceeded | are this people? A great magy,
to carry out the commandment of | of the seed of Abraham. Andyl
the Lord. 1faney 1 cau see Abra-|is God doing with ne? Has He
1 wobn- |ed ue up o injure mankind? }b

For what are tbe Twelve
ap ted? To preach the
all mankind, What are the.
Quogume of Beventies for? Hu
one of their Presidents, s 5
those quorume fo¥, Bufber Gyia;
[Brother Jacob G To presc
the Goapel to all the W) Yu']
to preach the Goapel to the nstoy ]
of the earth—meszsengen o Iy}
vah, to communicate the ghd i
ings of ealvation (o s fallen world:
deciare that the heavens have by
opened, that QGod has spoken, §
the eternal principles of life:
been revealed, and that we aree
raissioned 1o make known unt
nations of the earth the glad tid
of ealvation whioh God has o
ed, Again, what ars the
for? ‘Thesamething. Then o
other principles. We are gaths
together here that we £,
tanght of God, that we might b
placed under Hls toitm, mder i
gnldance and under Hs fiweiion
As jtis writlen: ¢ They sl e~
no more every man hia ueghlc -
and every man his brothermjs
know the Lord; for they wmix
know me from the least of ihe
the greatest of them,” Weanh
to learn of His waye and towal
Hiis paths, 4
We are living, ae [eald,In*
dizpensation of the fulness of tine
when God will gather togethe:!:
things in one, whether they
things on the earth or tbings in§
heavens, whether they apperiain}
Adam, or Seth, orEnos, of Mabal
lee), or Methuselsh, & Tuwb, ¢
Abraham, or Ieaac, o 35,k
Prophets, or Jegne,or tte .
that have iived in the diflewis,
who have possessed ths Gy
the Bon of God, people on "
tinent or any other continent®
are all interested In this worl
heaven js engaged in camyi
the work that we are engagel
day. They are looking upml
watching our acts, and Al
ed In this great work A
will a8y to-day as He did bf
times: “Teouch not mine mg
and do my pm%ham no bharn
I 2ay woe to them that ¥f
hande againgt the nnolntadl'l
for God will be after t ¥
have a work to perform. ¥
to boild up theChurch #5
of God, and fo a& “A {
principles of  purify
law of are ¢ J
me zpeak upon thia, Ther
#ay: “And every mai o
thie hope in him purifed *
sven as he le pore”
der
i
3

Beriptures ssy: ‘‘Be not
God is not mocked: for ¥ t
& man eoweth that shal i
reap. For he that s0W€ o
fiesh shall of the flesl rv.am;;]3 #
tion but he that soweth to o
shall of the ppirit reap life ‘ﬁll
ing.” Being gathered Ws:nl
we are, and having of e i
of the First P:esldencs%mj
Twelve Apostles, of the b
of Btakes and their munﬁuw‘
the Bishops apd tbelr cot -
of High Counoils, of Pries El’tl 4
ers and Descons, andof all g
ciationa and urganlzaualns
Holy Priesthood accord Iég. 5
pattern that exists in the




