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THE GAME OPOF BUNCO

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS TELLS ABOUT ITS
HISTORY AND METHODS

NEW YORK april 21 it lais hardbard to say
where the word bunco was born
it comes if not from the puttergatter at
least from an origin of not better itif
even otof as moralcopal character
its first appearance to the best
of my knowledge was in the early part
of the seventies when it was added
to the list of such sporting words so
called as faro keno loto and the like
at the outset it was the equivalent olof
confidence 66 0operationeritt lon but after a
brief Wwhilelille it becamebecame limited to ex-
press these transactions in which a
swindler secures moseymoney or valuables
from a victim who willingly parts with
hisbig property in the hope of securing a
pretended reward of ludicrously enor
moos proportions 10

the success of the first I1 I1 and
hand shaker upon the ignorant and

credulous broughtbrouilit imitators into the
business these tried their hands upon
men whom the original workers would
never have approached to
their surprise that education and
knowledge of the world did not protect
their possessorspossessor8 they continued in
their experimenting until having bun
coed charles francis adams the late
commodore garrison oscar wilde
the distinguished apostle of aesthetic
culture and other men of prominence
in various fields they concluded that
every man was capable of being
robbed in thisthir mamannerminer provided of
course that the right operator and
right mode of attack were employed

FAMOUS BUNCO MEN

nearly all the famous men are well
dressed mild mannered quiet speak-
ing and companionable fellows many
of them would be ornaments to a par-
lor and most would be popular and
thriving business men if their talents
were honestly and properly applied

hungry joe who is now doing
yeomans service for the stateslate in sing
sing would pass muster in many ot
our clubs kid miller until his
last fracas in which hisbis face was
seriously disfigured might be and
probably has been mistaken for a
theological student

harry ashton who victimized com-
modore garrison looks like a prosper-
ous wall street broker and talka as
well as two thirds of that fraternity

cigarette harry or harry des-
mond or harry Dresdressner who is
serving a term ia the buffalo penitent

a lawyer or a politician
of the better type will hawley cul-
tivates literature in his laisur hours
and shows considerable ability as a
newspaper man frequently when in
bad luck or when desirous of getting
a reference as to character lie has
worked for the daily press and al-
ways done creditable work sig hess
is a typical young hebrew salesman
of the better class easy archie
apes the gilded youth who follow the
anise bag at rockaway and makes it
must be admitted a very clever imita-
tion sheeny doc is ththe typical
ghysphysphysicianiclal of a few yearsvears stand inggandand
it is saisaidd did actually study a chore
time inin 8someome medical institution

professional METHODS

like every other arttie buncobanco of to-
day has innumerable variations the
commonest form that comes to theme
notice of the is as follows

mr smith a WINI to do farmer or
tradesman comes to new york from
his native town smithville he
carries with bim well filled wallet
which being distrustfulua of hotel clerks
and hotel safes hebe carries in some in-
sidesidepocket near the brooklyn bridge
the central park plaza madison or
union square he Is accostedaccostad by a
pleasant mannered man who shakesbeasanthisis handband violently and says in the most
friendly fashion brownbrowd dear boy
how are you

mr smith draws himself up and re-
plies youve made a mistake young
man im not brown my name is
smith ephraim smith of smithville
lalith countyI1 pa

this is anall tthete hand shaker wants
the mans name and address fre-

quentlyly in fact generally these are
not given as short and pat as in the in-
terview described frequently he half
suspects the friendly stranger and a
brief talk is needfulneedaat to secure the de-
sired information when it is given
the accomplice joins the buncobanco man
who is not far away and who has at
this moment in his hand a small bank-
ers directory which contains a list of
all the banks in the union by states
the names of their president secre
tary cashier and sometimes other in-
formation As the accomplice reaches
the word he says pennsylvania
smithvilleiville smith county and to-
gether they run down the entry it
usually reads as follows

smithville first catl jabez
jaggs prest william A snow seesec
john porter cehr I1

smith county john
and sec

THE TRAINED EXPERT

the bunco man trained in this work
need not to write these ent ries down
to remember them he runs them
over twice and can then recall them to
the letter at any time until the job is
over he approaches the victim who
has moved leisurely along in the mean-
time pleasantly bows as he reaches
him coughs slightly and says

why good morning mr smith itis a pleasure to meet you isin new york
how are your folks and how is my
uncle jabez jaggs

he aay address him as squire

judge colonel major and captain
ilehe iIss certain to use a military
title if upon smiths person liebe has
seen a grand army button badge or
other insignia he may use the indi-
cia title it the victim looks as itif lie
hadbad ever been a justice of the peace
court clerk constable or other official
for to all such the words squire and
judge have a strangely sweet and fas-
cinatingcina ting sound it makes but little
difference what word sare used those
wlwhichilch are employed are pleasantly put
and make smith believe at the outset
that hgrheree Is somesome oueone who knows him
amandA d hhisis andud who is gladlad to see mmhim in
ththee greatgrea Wwildernessilde ness where he is al-
readyrea dy lonely aandmid unhappy there may
be some mistake however so smiling
at his newfoundnew found liehe slow-
ly drawls out

1 I reckon youve got the best of me
my friend I1 cant placealace you to save
my darned old eyes I1 I1

the victory is half won the bunco
in a second has seen that the man
is glad to meet an acquaintance and
what is more important that he does
not suspect he adds heartily well
I1 be surprised I1
been there now torfor three years and
the last time I1 was on I1 only stayed a
week im charlie jaggs son of ed-
ward who is the brother of jabez
the presidentpresident of your first national
bank I1 met you last talking one day
on some loan or other business to
Snow the secretary how are all your
folks

this ninety nine times out of a hun-
dred more than satisfies smith in all
probability he has a slight acquaint-
anceshipance ship and a profound awe for Jjaggsaggs
the local millionaire snow liehe knows
better from having had slight financial
operations with him As a result hebe is
delighted at being regarded in new
york as the friend of a man who has in-
timate relations with the treasury at
washington and the stock exchange
in wall street he unbosoms himself
to the bankers nephew and for a
dreary quarter hour tells the intermin-
able measles among his children
ntnip in the chickens dry rot in the po-
tatoes his daughters engagement to
hisals neighbors son and all the other de-
tails of bucolic life

distinguished acquaintances
the next step it to furtherfarther impress

smith as well as to please him the
bunco man takes his victim to the bar
of some first class hotel where mer-
chants

mer-
chantechante politicians and prominent
men congregate A popular delusion
is that it is a low saloon or dark

it never is except by the least
skilful crooks up to the bar they
gb96 itif smith uses intoxicants so much
the worse torfor him As they stand near
the gleaming crystal and silver the
bankers nephew points out the celeb-
rities

chauncey M depew bow-
ing to some politician who faintly re-
sembles the great wit and railroad
and who bows effeffusively in return as
nearly all new york politiciansclass are in
the habit of dotdoingng I1 ex mayor
grace there drinkingdrinkin1 champagne with
his brother they are worth
and never drink anything else that
big man is the hotel detective he
arrests eweryevery criminal who dares to
come to the house its a good thing
becbecauseaue it protects a man from desper-
ate characters aridand what makes
this place so popular withwita gentlemen
and business men

VARIOUS GAMES
so runs the glib talk of the bunco

man it is calculated to deceive the
best critics as the bank note rehe
porter appropriately phrasesphrasefi it
and it does deceive the listener whose
horizon for years has been the boun-
daries of his town the audacity dis-
played is sometimes bewildering they
navehave taken their victims into the
rogues gallery into the mayora office
the common council chamber and
the court of sessions they have in-
troducedtrod him to editors hotel keepers
pupublicblie officials and on one occasion
it is reported to the mayar himself
confidence once gained the operator
begins the second act of the drama
this is to take his prpreyey tto0 the place
where one or more colleagues are
awaiting his arrival and where the
actual swindle is perpetrated the
scheme employed in this transaction
varies infinitely sometimes it is the
louisiana lottery sometimes a policy
shop it may be the wheel ffortune
keneken sweet green goods dice
poker
rouge et noir rollingrolline the log three
card mante thimble rigging the en-
velope game or heaven knows what
not of the men who are swindled not
more than one in five report their loss
to the police and of these noBO two tell
the same story mikealike the commonest
trick is for the bun colst to give his col-
league in the office a lottery ticket
for which he is supposed to have paid

25 and to receive cash in return
he counts it methodically while the
victim sympathizes in delight at his
friends good fortune the cashier
announces that the special weekly
drawing will be held in fifteen minutes
and that will in every probability
win in good money the stranger
accepts or hesitates generally he
hass only or about his person
the bunco man comes to his help he
will taketage a half risk and divide the
profits the interest is bought the

occurs and thepthe selectionelection wins
nothing or a small sum but it always
comes within an ace of hittingbitting the
capital prize at this point the victim

sourssour 11 to use a slang phrase and
often squeala to use another
cometsometimesmes hisbis credulity is so great
that he continues until bankrupt if
when liehe perceives that he is being

robbed he shows the white feather hebe
is beaten or scared into a silent and
nastyhasty figac in any case the victim Is
quickly disposed of peaceably itif pos-
sible forcibly itif needful

THE ETIQUETTE OF BUNCO

it is opposed to the etiquette of
bunco to rob a man by forseforce it is also
much more severely punished by the
law an action of this kind cost hun-
gryry joeoe his liberty and hisbis prestige as
the farstfj st operator lnlib the land the
intended victim foolishly displayed a
jarlargee roll bf bills in his handban to Jawkiand his partners after havingg refusrefused
to venture a penny upon any scheme
joe hungrier chahu usual suatsnatchedched the
moneymoddy and ran away committing rob-
bery instead of the swindling he haahad
contemplated

another odd feature of the version
of the bunco manmad to remain longiong in
one place either the office where he
does businessbusijaess or the househou or rooms
where hebe resides it tsIs notnat from fear
of the police as all or nearly all the
worthies are known by face name and
record to the force so constant are
the changes that it would require a
large volume to keep their record it
might be supposed that the police
would hayehave difficulty in apprehendingapprehendink
one in case he were wanted for some
offense the very opposite however
is the ffactact they weare gregregariouscariousga rious iniii
their habits more like wolves than
inears nearly every one knows of the
whereabouts of tilethe rest and being
aware of the difficulty of conviction
for bunchingbunburi coing has no hesitation in giv-
inging information as to a friend or pal
A second mode of placing them arisesarises
ffromrom their convivial and social habits
they are de barred from good hotels
and decent barroomsbarrooms on the one side
and on the other will not patronize low
saloons and cheap grog geriesgerles the
therefore frequent those sporting
houses where a mans character has
neither value nor meaning and where
their company on account of their ex-
travagancetravagance and folly is warmly wel-
comed these establishments are not
many in number and are all familiar to
the police

THE OPIUM HABIT

A third method of locating them is
based on their singular addiction to
the opium habit they are the best
customers to the opium joints and
since these were prohibited by law of
the private opium clubs which are
scattered throughoutgnout the city of the
live or six hundred affairs of this class
it is fair to assume that two thirds are
made up of crooks it is also fair to
to ahsuassumeme that three fourths of all the
bunbuncocomenmen are victims of the habit
hungry joe and especially two insig-
nificantniti antcant confidence operators who
have adopted his name have been rec-
ognized by detective sergeants in such
places times numberless harry ash
tontmonttietie bogus harry ashton Sheheeneyeney
doedoc john palmer and lew martin
spend twenty four hours at a stretch
in hitting the pipe while cigarette
harry sam goldstein philadelphia
harry and jimjiin mcvicker have been
known to lie off on a bank fortyforty eight
and even seventy two consecutive
hours on this account the suppres-
sion of the public joints increased de
detective labor it was much easier
than to search a few joints for aann ac-
cused than itidsIs now to visit fifty sport
houses andancl a hundred clubs

HOW TO SUPPRESS IT

to the question that is so often put
to the police why dont you suppress
bunco and arrest all bunco mnmen the
only answer is to the question how
can you do it they are never dis-
orderly in their conduct their vic-
tims seldombaldom complain and when they
do complain usually fail through ex-
citementcitement to identify the swindler
when an old provision of law is called
into play and they are arrested as va-
grants it certainly is ridiculous to ac-
cuse a manmaa of being without visible
means of support who is the best
dressed man in the court room and
who almost invariably has more money
and more valuable jewelry about his
person than the judge or the district
Attornattorneyley the true remedy would be a
statute whereby any confidence opera
tor seen pursuing Mshis business who
cannot prove that he isia
engaged in legitimate business should
be adjudged a professional criminal or
thief and fined or imprisoned in the
discretion of the magistrate until
then the only thag that can be done is
for the police to use their discretion
and often club and drive these thieves
from precinct to precinct and in every
wise both interfere with their nefari-
ous trade and call public attention to
their faces and characters

THE DOWNFALL

though the buncolst has fair seas
and smooth sailing tomcomparedpared with
other criminals he has but one end
the state prison hungry joe is in
sing sing and cigarette harry in buf-
falo lew martin and sheeny doc have
just completed terms in Moya mensing
and john palmer in new haven A
dozen ottress of lesser note are out onen
bail and all of them live inperpetual
fear of arrest and conviction

there is no more pitiable object than
the bunco man who sees a detective or
tolicepolice official approach him whom he
knows fear cringing and abject
hopelessness mixed withpuny bravado
despair and the hope that his turn has
not come yet are the lights that shine
over niahis cunning face there is another
end torfor some of them death from

these votariesvotaries of
the eastern drug finally reach a stage
when the sharp brain refuses tto0 1actlc t
and the supple body longer to mmove0ve

beyond this is bellevueBelle yae blackwells
island the morgue and potters field
are the next andaad final steps in the
past five years fourteen confidence
men have thustans terminated their career
and at theane present moment overoer thirty
others are following lain the as me adfawfulua
footsteps

JkALEXANDERLEXANDER S WILLIAMS
inspector of polleepolice N cvv york

thetae los angeles evening express

A SINGULAR STORY

AA GIRL UNRAVELS A NEW JERSEY MYS-
TERY

radwayrahway hishas another mystery which
miss grace Benbenewick a pretty girl otof
19 years solved the other week her
uncle is a wealthy farmer anaanc sheep
raiser A mouthmonth ago a shepherd came
to mr benewickBen ck in great alarm and
said two of hisbis finestanest animals were
killed during wel night their throats
being cut from barto soeear it seemed

I1 impossible that a dotdof shouldald have done
it the next night two more were
killed in the same way

two men were hired to patrol the
farm buildingsSuU dings nothing
the next morning news came that a
farmer fifteen miles swayaway bildbad lost two
sheep duringdaring the night since theuthen
not a night has passed without some
farmer having sheep killed last week
mr Beabestwick was 0o go away from
home and his neice was asked to pre-
pare his breakfast early she was

itif she went to bed she would
oversleep she determined to pass the
night in the kitchen she was not
afraid as she hadbad an immense siberian
wastimastiffff who was locked in the kitchen
all night she is in the habit of feed-
ing it and it seemed attached to her

after the family had gone to bed the
girl sat reading some time and then
moved to the fire and seated herself on
the floor with her back against the
dogs tawny back andamid fell asleep she
was aroused byy feeling the dog gently
move she hallhalf opened her eyeeyess and
what she saw aroused rierner to lullfall con-
sciousnessnessnew

in someseme mysterious way the jog
seemed changed his eyes were shin-
ing like two coals of fire and hebe was
looking at her with anaa expression of
almost human hate the skinekin was
drawn back from the teeth and his
whole body was trembling with furyfary
miss Bentwicks first impulse was to
spring to herferther feet and rushrusa from the
room buatbut at the first movement the
dog growled savagely and she fell
back on the floor through her half
closed eyes ane watched every move-
ment of the great beast slowly he
rose to his feet and with the softiloft
tread oi a cat walked round her yentput
hisbis great head close to her face felt
her hot breath then thinking her
asleep he stole toward the small win-
dow

overcome bybv curiosity miss bentbeat
wick rose to heherr feet with oneene bound
the dog was at her side again and on
the point of springing at her throat
she sank into her chair and closed her
eyes waiting to teelfeel the dogs teeth in
hr throat and afraid to call for help
alterafter a moment of ffrightfullightf at agony she
partially opened her eyes and saw the
dog standing immediately in front of
her with the expression of a man
eating tiger aOBa bis face miss grace
had self control enough to feign sleep
andn d this savesavedd her life after a while
tthee dog seemed convinced she was
asleep he slowly approached the
window looking back every step it
was old fashioned and opened with a
latch when in frentfront of it hebe raised
himself on his hind legs and with one
paw gently raised the bolt and the
window damecame open then he returned
and took a survey of miss bentrickBenDen
she was still motionless then he
sprang through the window and dis-
appeared

miss oracle then fainted she was
brought back to consciousness by a
heavy weight pressed against her and
something wet falling on her through
her half closed lids she saw the dog
standing over her a paw on each
shoulder looking in her face some
thing wet was dripping on her dress
from the dogs jaws alterafter a while
the dog left her stretched himself out
quietly anand went to ssleepee

shehe sprangs ng for the door0 r the logdog af-
ter nerer butut 9shee gottoutout held the door
and sereascreamede until helpelp came mr
benewickBen armed hhimselfself and entered
the kitchen he was surprised to findand
the windows raised and the dodog sleep-
ing apparently he thought Mhis niece
was dreaming but on her dress were
little pools of blood two more sheosheep
were tilledkilled that night and the siberian
dog was the murderer mr benewickBen
concluded to kill the dog and wali
leading him out when grace came into
the room the dog sprang frafranticallytv icalla
at her but a ball fromfroin ben wicksfwicks
pistol killed him

e

A millionaires john
ay does not appear to be made

of the common clay of which most
millionaires are comp writer to a
western paper once heard the bonanza
kinsking say when a strike was threatened
in virginia city ill1I am sorry thay
these men who are receiving 4 a dat
do not save more of their money 1I
rolled rocks in yubatuba river fourteen
hours a day for months at a time and
went to camcamp every night soaked to
the donebone andang

did not average 2 a day
but no one ever found me quite broke
or eyerever heard me complain

an illinois man who started through
a passengerer train taking a straw votetote
on kresmentpresidentpre fell between two of the
cars and was killed we trust this
solemn warning will not pass
eedd philadelphia press

HE HAD A presentiment
ANDsAND SOMETHING DID

HAPPEN TO THE STEAMSHIP
HE DESERTED

presentimentsPresentiments are queer thingsth loffa
most superstitioussuperstitions seem to be gradu-
ally dying out or rather education and
the civilization of the world are killingkillin
them but there are plenty of people
left who firmly believe that a knowl-
edge of events to come isia sometimes
vouchsafed to them this man heirsbears
the voice of fate in the ball of dreams
that in a waking sensation of uneasi-
ness which conjures hisbis mind tote alepic-
ture the comincomingof some accident or
incident generally of a disagreeable
nature

it is not often that a man dreams orar
thinks in daylight that he will fall into
lucks lap tomorrow usually the pro
sentiment foreshadowsforeshadows death i or dis-
aster of some kind

nearly all men and all women have
felt the circle of tomorrow impinge
upon the lessening arearc of today pro
sentiments are bedfellowsbedfellows of usas all

laps bould like to hear of41 a pre-
sentimentsentisentiment which was lulfulfilledfilled but the
othierother day the story Is truerue pitts
burgers are lavolinvolvedved in is14 and onetime
of it is within the current month

on the first night after leaving louis-
ville the steamship lyme of this city
was pushing her nose slowly up the
ohio when the steward ofet the boat
came up to captain dippold in the
wheelhouse alad asked tote have a word
with him the steward was a white
man and had been with captain dip-
pold torfor more than fourteen yearsyeara
formerly he hadbad been a sailor on the
ocean a sensible solid followfellow with
lots of good points

capt dippold told the steward to godippoldaheadabea withwit what he had to say the
steward seemed a bit flabbergasted
and made a few false starts before he
got out 1 I want you caan to put
me ashore as soonas possible I1 must
leave this boatbeat at once 1 A

the matter man asked
captain dippold with surprise in his
voice bisbig eyes and all over him

46 ive just dreamt a dream that tells
Mmee afore we go much Itifurrierraer this here
boat is goin toco burn up or her ailers
will austorbust or shell be wrecked once
afore I1 dreamed like this when I1 was
on the atlantic and the ship was
wrecked the next daysday and I1I1 only saved
my life by a miracle no money would
tempt me to stay on this boat to pitts
burg shell break her shaft at the
very least

and as the steward rattled off this
request with a good deal of repetition
and much nervousness cant dippold
laughed but the fears of the steward
was not to10 be laughed away he per
silted that hisbis presentiment was a
sure winner that nothing could keep
him on board the time

finally capt dippold said that if the
steward wapbaj such isa precious toolfool to
believe in dreamdreams he could leave the
boat at cincinnati so when the time
touched at cincinnati the steward lettleft
her and took passage by rail for pitts-
burg

nobody not even capt dippold
thought much about the stewards
dream again until during the day af-
ter the timetim leftleft cincinnatiAncia nati she broke
hershafther shaft and lay disabled foror several
days before arrangements were made
to tow her to pittsburg where she non w

lies undergoing repairs
the tone iba towboat belonging to

ezra young some otherather well
knoknownwn Pitts burgers and if you want
to find some men who thoroughly be-
lieve in presentimentspresentiments make the ac-
quaintance pt hophep crew pittsburg
dispatch

the secret of health
dont worry
dont hurry too swift arrives as

tardy as top slow
simplify I1 simplify simplify

dont overeatover eat dont starve letyour moderation be known to all
men

court the fresh air day andsaid night
oh it you only knew what was in the

air
sleep andsud rest abundantly sleep Is

natures benediction
spend less nervous energy each day

thanhant yenboft make
be cheerful A light heart lives

long 19

think only cheerful thoughts afasAs a
man thinketh in his heart so tois he

neek pesa and pursue itif
work like a man but dont be

worked to death
avoid passion and excitement A

moments passion ansymar bebb latal
Assassociateoblate with healthy people

health is contagious asao wellvell as dis-
ease

dont carry the whole carldon your
shoulders tarfar less the universe trust
the eleretjernalnl

never despair lost nopehope is a fa-
tal disease

itif yyi know these things happyhapp are
teye it ye do them comanswomans sagamaga
me4

CHASED BY A WOLF A gypsy musi-
cian in hungary goinggoin fromr one vil-
lage to another was ccloselyose y followed
by a large wolf suddenly a nappyhappy
thought occurred anoand hebler his born
with all the energy of despair the
device took immediate effectqutee his un-
welcome attendant squatted down and
howledbowled piteously as dopdogs will when
they bear music and the by got
away in safety chicago arerayberamit 4
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