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EDITORIALS.

S A —

NO **APOLOGYX.”

THE Democrat in another article again
shifts its ground in order to dodgethe
issue of other errors. Its statement
that ““If a polycamist in Utah died in-
testate, all his polygamous wives and
childrzsn had no rights whatever in his
e¢state, and could get no standing in
court,” we showed to be incorrect,
and cited the laws which proved it un-

true. Now it calls our conviction of
its ' falsehood *‘An apology for the
@ rime of polygamy.”

This is a dishonest way of evading a
question of fact. There is no *‘apol-
ogy”’ in our article for anything, It
was not an argument upon the ques-
tion of puli'gamy either as a crime or a
virtue. t was simply an ar-
raignment of evidence against the above
false assertion of the Democrat.
So when the Deéemocrat stated on
Wednesday evening that these proofs
we adduced of its error were ‘‘offered
as an excuse and justification for
polygamy”’ it only added to its former
men ity.

The clauses in the laws of Utsah pro- | P

vididg for illegitimave children and
their mothers, which are proofs posi-
tive of the Iﬂ.isit‘.y -of the Democral’s
original statement, it now utilizes in
order to find fault with the **Mormon”’
Legislature and take another fling at
po lygﬂ.my. It is not true that any pro-
vision has been made for pelygamous
children *‘as a compensation for their
illegitimacy. They were simply placed
on the same basis as regarded their

fathers’ property whether they
were the children of the
first or of a plaral wife

This is the very thing which the Demo-
crat declared had never been done. It
was no more a *‘compensation” for the
children of plural wives than for the
children of first wives; it was simply
securing to all the children their rights
w;hg g ds illegiti th

nd as regards egitimacy ¢
Democrat writer knows very well that
the term is not applied h{l" ormons’’
to their polygamous children but by
their opponents. In the eyes of a
“Mormon’ all his wives are equally
wives, aud all his children equally le-
gitimate, because they are his under

the regulations of his religion. But
the secular law only recognizes
the first as the legal wife and

her children as legitimate. Therefore
in arranging provisions of which that
secular law would take cognizance, it
Was necessary to make such provisions
as would not be likely to be disturbed
thereby. a8

The assertion that *‘““The Mormon
polygamist always intended to treat
their polygamous children as inferior
in all respects to the childrenof a legal
marriage,”” made by the Democrat
writer is infamously false. Was he
treated in that way either before or
after the death of his illustrious father?
The doctrine, theoryand general prac-
tice of plural m e give the lie 10 the
assertion. And if there is a case which
would afford color to it, that case is an
exception and is looked upon with
.reErnbation by every true ‘‘Mormon’’
who knows of such a circumstance.
That the *‘‘Mormon Legislatures
never once spoke of polygamous mar-
riages’’ is true. It was none of their
business. The marriages were re-
ligious, not secular. And if the Utah
Legislatures had enacted laws legaliz-
ing polygamy, what a howl would have
gone up from their accusers! This is
what was urged against them in Con-
gress. And on the bare suspicion that
something was lurking in our laws
.that ted im that direction, a clause
was 1nserted in the Congressional law
of 1882 annulling all such laws or parts
of laws, What sense is there in find-
ing fault with a legislative body for not
doing Something that never was in its
power to do while the authority was
claimed by Congress to disapprove and
thereby make void any act ot that
Legislature?

In conclusion, we will remind the
Demoerat that there are some things
of even more value than ‘‘a good
name’’ from the people of this world,
which it seems to value so highly.
Among these are consistency, a regard
for trath, the approval of conscience,
and a firm reliance on the word and
will of the Almighty. Legitimacy be-
fore God and for eternal ages, is worth
far more than that which is called
legitimacy by man and his laws that
perish. And the applause of the world
which lasts but for a moment, counts
for nnthin;‘; in view of “*Well done
good and faithful servant,”” which will
greet the ears of many who had no
good name 1o boast of while they so-
journed on this earth, :

— - A——
PRIVILEGES AND POLYGAMY.

Tae Salt Lake Democrat of Wednes-
day evening has a long article on
“Privileges,”’ in which it attempts to
reply to the argument of the DESERET
NEwS, that the Constitution of the
United States protects the {privileges
as well as the rights of citizens, The
Democrat had asserted that

“The Constitution of the United
States only undertakes to protect rights
and not privileges.” : .

Against this we quoted the first sec-
tion of the Fourteenth Amendments

which says:

‘“No State shall make or enforce any
law which shall abridge the privilege
or immunities of citizens of the Unive
States.”’ |

Now comes the Democrat, and
in a labored effort to shuiflle out of its
position, only establishes the fuct that
it was in error. We never asserted
that the Constitution directly, and in

words, guaranteed protectionto **Mor-
mon’’ polyzamy; that was pot our con= |
tention, it was solely on the guestion
of protection to _
rights, and in that the Democrat now
proves itself to have been wrong while
still holding itself up to be right.
Every guotation it has made is againsu
its first position.
And now as to the

State should be formed und admitted
into the Umon which legalized plural
marriage., Or suppose onec of the
States now in the _ Union,
should, by a change ‘in its con-
stitution and  the enactmeat
of laws in pursuance thereof, legalize
plural marriages in that State, Would
not the plural marriages thus legalized
within that State, become lezal 1n
every other State of the Union? And
would nut the Constitutigp of the
United States, according to the very
authorities quoted by the Denocral,
rotect the citizens of the State that
assed the polygamy laws, in the en-
oyment of their privileges and of the
rights that accrued therefrom?

‘‘Mormon’’ plural marriage. as we
have shown, I8 an ecclesiastical matter.
It was not established by secular law,
it did nct ask the sanction of the
secular law. There was no secular
law against it when it was
first practiced in Utah, and therefore
while it was a religious institation it
was not set up “‘in violation of the
regulation of the law.’ The laws
which Congress has since enacued
concerning itwere framed against it,
as ‘*an establishment of religion,”” as a
rite of the ‘“Mormon’’ Church, and
such legislation the Constitution for-
bids.

Congress, moreover, according to
true Democratic doctrine, has no right
to legislate upon the purely domestic
concerns of an organized common-
wealth, and has no jurisdiction over
the questions of marriage and divorce.
“The establishment of family relations
under the regulations of the law’’ be-
longs to the local government and not
to the ¥ederal government, and any-
thing contrary to that is contrary to
fundamental Democratic principles,

A MEAN AND DESPERATE
DEVICE. .

S ——

Tur San Francisco C/ironicle of Nov.
24th has a vile article on the raid by
the police upon the wale prostitutes.
It says:

“The Mormons have revived one of
their old tricks. This is to induace
Mormon women to swear that federal
officials have been guiity of improper
relations with them. Tui=is anvovut the
meanest device to which aesperate
men could resort, as it vivutes Lue in-
| stincts of even the lowest cClass of
women.”’

The ‘““Mormons’ never resorted to
any such *‘tricks.” They have not
done sonow. No *‘‘Mormon woman’’
has sworn about **improper relations"’
with Federal officials, The Chronicle
has fallen into the Zribune trap., The
truth is that some dirty men, among
them persons who have been prom-
inent in ar lngl the persecution of
“Mormons” for living with their wives
have been seen consorting with lew
women in violation of the city ordi-
nances, the police have made some ar-
rests, the whole erew who have been
c r out against **Mormon’’ immo-
rality have rushed to the rescue, the
Federal courts areappealed to to shield
hem, and now the effort IS being
forth to divert attention irom the
criminuls by crying out, it is the work
of the *“*Mormons.” This is about
‘‘the meanest device to which desper-
ate men can resort,”” but it is the de-
vice of the Salt Lake 7Tribune and the
San Francisco Chronicle adopts it. In
work of this kind the two papers are
“par nobile fratrum.”

The morning organ of the prostitutes
raves through nearly another column
of idiocyabout the *Mormon*’ Chureh
and thinks this will be a sufficient
apology for the lecherous doings of the
libertines whose cause it fights for,
But all its romances and epithets
amount to nothing on the main ques-
tion; which is, shall those guilty of
sexual crimes which the courts here
say are left to the lice to prosecute,
be punished fortheir bestiality, which
the T'ribune papologises for as ‘‘one of
the common vices of humanity?”

el > ————
THE UTAH PENITENTIARY.

A FEW OF THE HORRORS OF THE UTAH
“BRIDEWELL'  PORTRAYED, AND
SOME OF THE CROOKEDNESS OF ITS
MANAGERS SHOWN UP.

In the Omaha Herald of Nov. 26th,
we find the following, under the head
of special correspondence to that
paper dated Utah Penitentiary, Nov. 17,
and entitled “*A Voice from a Utah
Dungeon—Outrages perpetrated on
Convicts — Donations to Carpet-bag
Officials:™

Last night was a cold one for many |

Cnished.,
privileges as well a8

polygamy ques-
tion in connection with it: Supp®se a |

=

of the (prisoners incarcerated in this
“Bridewell,” which Judge Powers says
is not fiv v herd cattle in,  Our cells
are cold and comtortiess, Two men
sleep together, A straw mattress and
two pairs of thin, flimsy blankets form
the bed und clothing. One pair over
and the other under them. Many of the
blunkets are worn threadbare, having
been in ugse for many vears and they
are vever washed, No pillows are fur-
Coats and pants are used for
pillows. Seme of the men sleep with
their scanty clothes on, tojkeep warm,
and numbers of them say thzy suffer
fromn cold night and day, from fall till
spring, They are seldom wuarm.

Cell No. 1, is a trying place-to sleep
in, a veritable *‘Black ‘Hole.”” The
nocturnal exhalations from the sixty
odd prisuners and the stench from the

the norihwest corner of the cell is
stifling and dazing in the morning. The
great wonder is that great numbers
don’t die outright under the miasmatic

isons. The cell affords but about
5cubic feet of room to the man and
the ventilation is not more than a tithe
of what it should be, especially when
the four small windows are closed to
keep the snow, rain and cold from
those that sleep against them. These
matters should be investigated and
remedies speedily applied. - As it
is, men are cursing almost'every wake-
ful hour about the cruel treat-

put | P

ment, and 1 marvel that the

| Sells and Hollister 1t was given fo
miseranly ventilated privy located in)p

the distinctions ef creed, the projects
of party and the differences of race,
society and opinion, for the time being

are banished, especially from the
places of public tha.nkﬂfrving. But it
was not 80 in this city, in the Baptist
Church, on Thursday, Nov. 26th, 1885.

There was,however,a certain amount
of unity and of lip-service. Several
so-called **Christian’’ sects united for
the occasion to worship under the
same roof. ‘Also to vent the spleen of
their diminutive souls against the
religious body which has within its
fold the majority of the people of this
Territory. Rev.J. B. Thrall, the Con-
gregationalist preacher, delivered the
discourse, and its nature may be judged

from the fact that onmotion ot Messrs.

ublication. .
With the Platitudes and namby-
pamby general thanksgiving remarks,
we will not tire the patience of our
readers, but will come to the marrow
of the speech whiehgave the most sat-
isfaction to the malignant anti-‘*Mor-
mons' who were present. Quite a
number of thrusts were made at the
‘““Mormons’ in a manner which all un-
derstood without naming the object of
the attacks, and slurs cast upon the
Territory without particularizing, and
then casting aside reserve, the speaker
openly launched his darts against this
erritory and this people. Speaking of
the inaliemable rights of man, he said:

attempts to break away from the place |
are vot more numerous, The greatest |
sufferers are those who have no per- |
sonal resources and no friends in the
country to pity and befriend them, be-
ing strangers in Utah. About 130 men
occupy the three cells, which are all
alike, from 7 p. m. till 6 a.m. Smoking
in the cells is against the rales, but
from the time the convicts enter, the
cells are tilled with smoke, and with
the basest valgarity and prutn.nlt,'.f ever
heard from the lips of men. Thisis
winked at by the warden, who, how-
ever, imposes severe punishment for
the most trifling infractions of the
rules, which he and the marshal make
at will. While all these oflicers are
carpet-bag republicans, the demo-

“These rights are God-given, But if
they retuse to obey the Jaw of the land;

un-American ;" that it is of “universal
application;’’ that the ‘“‘misused privi-
lege is always forfeited,”

Now, we deny these assertions em

phatically. We. challenge the speake
to cite us any instance of the applica
tion of that which he says is ‘‘un:
versal.” When, in the history of
American politics, has a eommunit
endowed with the rnights and privilege
of local self-government, and a Legi~
lature endowed with power over “'al
rightful subjects of legislation’’ becn
stripped of these privileges, rightsan
powers and placed under the absolute
control of nine er thirteen persons, iK
whose elevation to such authority th
people to be governed had neither voic
nor vote? It has never been done, avné€
if it ever should be done it would b
both unprecedented and un-American
for it would violate the fundament

Principle of American politics, tha
‘all governments deriye their ju

powers from the consent of the gov

erned.”

He says ‘‘the misused priviley
is always forfeited.”” De the Repub
lican club member® or the followe
of the Tammany chiefs forfeit the
right to the franchise when they ‘‘fo

low their file-leaders like a flock

sheep?” When was the right to vo
int country taken from any onebe
cause he vo as some flle-leader i

religion or politicsdirected? Ifsuch
rule was established inany State of th
Union how many voters would be Jef}
toeither the Republican orthe Dem
cratic party? 7The man babbles like

if tnhey refuse to regard the Constitu-
tiop; if they give their first allegiance,
not to the Constitution and the coun-
u? as a whole, but to some part there-
of; if they flock together and follow
their flle-leaaers like sheep, instead of
stunding up and asserting themselves
under the Constitution and under the
laws like fre< men—then have they for-
feited their rights under the Constitu-
tion and under the laws; they are no
longer national sabjects, but local
slaves, unflt to be intrusted with the
freeman’s right of saffrage. ‘Take,
therefore, the talent from them.’

A Legl’alntl*re Commission for sucha
Territorial or municipal state of things

cratic party—now in power--ischarged
up with the banefal fruitage of their
misdeeds and cruelties.

There are many matters respecting
the wanagement of this institution
which gshould thave light thrown on
thems, I have wished that some one
would explain why Marshal Ireland
and Warden Dow should diserimipate
ju favor of a few of the federal offici-
alsof Utah by supplyicg their tables
only, with edibles from the peniten-
tiary ranch(produced solely by convict
labor)all summer and fall, and not_ex-

as that which I have here pictured
would not be un-American. It would
be the exezutionof a law of universal
nfzhuntlun. The misused privilege is
always forfeited, self-alienated, and
should be taken away. If we are to
enjoy.the benefits of our institutions
and the protection of the Constitution
we must obey the laws of the land. And
if obedience to the laws and loyalty to
the Government as supreme above all
other authority, civil or religious, can-
not be brought about in this u py
Territory by any oiher means, then,

tend L.e fruitage of prison labor to all
‘the F. O. 1I’'s? For Instance, by con-
' sulting my memoranda, I find that
rard ly o day passed during the summer
'aud fall months But Mr. Dow would
csend to Judge Zane, Marshal Ireland
' Atiornies Dickson, Varian, et. al. all
repunlican appointees, parcels uf the
various products from the government
160-acre farm on which the peniten-
tiarv stands, My memoranda, made
"daily oo tue spot, run after this fash-
| U, 3

' Bread, milk, onions, melons, encumbers,
Cete, ;s peaches and sundty vegetables ; bread,
| tomatoes, onions and milk; m peaches,
tomatoes and corn; two bushels best pota-
toes, milk, bread and onmions; eighteen

icked rhickens, milk, melons and corn;

read, corn, milk, ete.; onions, eucumbers,
beets, melons, carrots, tomatoes; peaches,
melong, pucked chickens, ete. '

This was kept up during the entire
season. Some days double wagonbox
loads of kindling wood are sent in,
also featoners, sacks and other sup-
plhies too numerous to itemize. These
represent gifts daily bestowed upon
the officials named, and the aggregate
value of the season’s output must
amount to thousands of dollars, Are
they given as subsidies? If not, what
are the inspiring impulses which
rompt such great generosity in Mar-
shal gireland and his brother-in-law,
Warden Dow, both of whom are
known to be parsimonious? And wh
were they not sent, to Governor E. H,
Murray, Judges Boreman and Powers,
Commissioner McKay and other lead-
ing government officers, is the -
that bothers me? Has Judge Zane's
immediate approval of Marshal Ire-
land’s accounts anything to dointhe
Pramises, orare there no wheels with -
n wheels comprehended in these
transactions? As they cost the marshal
and warden nothing to produece them,
do they get pay for them in any direct
or indirect manner? ,

Messrs. Ireland and Dow have some
fhines in Neff’s cafion, a few miles
southeast of this ‘‘pen,” and every
yenrthaf send up convicts to work
them. question if there is any ac-
counting to the Government or Terri-
torty for the labor thus per ed. .

If the government has any desireto.
unearth interesting data respecting

alluded to,let an investigation be made
atonce, and summon the trusties, the
guards, and some of the ‘‘inside’’ con -
victs to testify. TRUSTY.

RELIGIOUS ‘‘THRALL”’DOM.

THANKSGIVING DAY is generally cele-
brated in a spirit of ess, charity
and toleration. In the presence of

,.

ry | suffer for th

the acts of its Utah representatives | are

the ureat Father of 1 with grat-
itude swelling the heart While praise
and prayer express the which |
are due for the bounties of Providence, |
strifes of all kinds are shut out from

much as brave, loyal dand free men
would regret the necessity, it is just

booby, and men with some sense ang
less discretion want his drivgl print
because it suits the plot they favor,

The American plan isjto try m»en wh
are accused of breaking the law vefory
an impartial jury of their peersa
punish them if convicted, not to i
clude the innocent in & general scheiny:
of vengeance. It is true many crim
nals escape the law’s penalties in th}
country, but that is not a part of tk
system. And the American plan is
use all fair means to change the opinj.
ions of men who are supposed to i
led wrong in polities, but not to di
tfrupchise them because they vote LI
wrong way—the wrong way ot cour 1
being always different from the way
the objector.

And these rights which he woul
have, K taken from the people of tb
Territory he says are ‘‘God-given
That belng true, by what right are th¢
to be taken away by any one but Deit
Oh! but ths sin expounder
theology and politics says, ‘‘the Gof
ernment 18 supreme above all other 2
thority, civil or us.” No won«
that an infidel should want this printe

Here is a fessed minister of t
the Gospel setting the Governme
above God! What God gives, the Goj

ernment may take away, for even t

and right, and it is time that we cease
to be a Territory with the usual Terri-

torial ']Eivﬂeaen, and forene 1 should |
say, W

en the experiment of enforcin
the national laws has been fully an
fairly, but unsuccessfully tried, then
let gthe Territorial franchise be re-
moved, and let the Legislative Com-
mission come, wkatever the conse-
uences, Let the Government take
the misused talent of self-government
from us and give it t0 him that hath
ten talents.”” -
ere are & good many ifs in this ti-
rade, but those who are' acquainted
with the false charges that are made
against the people of Utah by the ras-
cals who are plotting for the end which
t'll‘lti:F ;Eglhmﬁﬁ; _ d: wasl ndﬂgating on
an r.day to pleate them, can
readily undeérstand how the *‘ifs’’ and
““huts’® were inserted in sheer pre-
tense. | |
Let us examine a Fittle the law,
logic and " religion in the above
extract from a *“‘Christian’’ thanks-
giving . sermoun. t Iis admitted
that the com tive number of the
people of this Territory who can be ac-
cused of breaking “the law of the
land” is very small. That the large
majority of them, while believing that
the law whicheiq ms the bone of con-
tention ought to have been passed,
have not broken it by any overt act.
Also, that only overt acts can be pun-
ished h)ﬁ’ the civil law. Why, then,
should the whole Territory be made to
?e acts of a small part of its
opulation . =7
plPhﬁre are but two charges implied:
in the Thrall's attack, ¢
' obedlence to a certain 'Iaw. the other
of people ‘‘following their flle-
leaders like a flock of sheep.”
The charges are not true, but we are
not to dispute them now. Let
us. take thém as they stand. The
Thrall argument is that ' for these al-

| calls his ralig{un and his Deity

one of non-{ WOl

laws and gifts of Deity, and religio}
a8 weli as civilaathority must bend
an earthly government, which is ‘'3
reme!’” This Thrall wounld have se
eter to prison and deprived his f¢
lowers of all political righ®, for &
-with the other Apostles, when broug
to the test on this very question saj
“We ought to obey God rather thj
men' (Actsv.209). Also by the sa
logic all the disciples of Jesus of Ng
areth should have been equally d§|
franchised, for He said *“my sheep he
my voice and they follow me.” ‘
here is no lon without duty
God. If God is not considered tii
and foremost, supreme above all cre
ted things, raiiglun vanishes. Anyth
that does not embrace the idea of t
complete supremacy of the Deity
on. On this rale Mr. Th

not religi
has no religion, for he places what

neath the authority of civil gove
ment. There is no escape from ¢
conclusion; all his pretended religi
with the anthority he exercises ung
it is a sham. It is man-made,not ¢
given. It is lower than a human iu
tution to regulate temporal things, &
like himselt is nothing but a Theall

Accerding ‘to his view of the s
premacy of earthly governments
own denomination should have bé
swept away, long ago, for its pres
existence is due to a revolt against
supremacy of the British governm
over religious affairs. If the les
ers of the movement that has secu
to that denomination the freedom t}
enjoy had acted upon his theory, ti
d not have been noun-conform
and he would never have been a (¢
gregationalist mimster,for there wo

leged wrongs, the whole people of
Utah, the offénders and the non-
offenders, shall be deprived of all
their political 'r‘iigts. he innocent
are to suffer with those who are called
uilty.  The congregation assembled
?‘ur nks g, the preacher teach-
them his Kind of plat{, those who
ypposed to the prevailing system in
the Teriilory as well as those who are
attached to it, should all be made|
political serfs and become subject to
an oligarc h{l esﬁggggle t?:l the peo-
le whose lives, and property
%0}:1-:1 be under that despotic con-
trol! o

The hare statement of his position is
enough. Thereis no need of argument
to show its stupidity or its villaiay.
We doubt much whether any one liv-
ing in this Territory who endorses the
scheme, except the plotters who are

ex ecu.n%w rofit by it personally
hn:ga the mt? idea what such & change
would involve to them as well as to

| porting is waged for the very rea

jcontrol of the Goveérnment.

not and could mnot have Db
any such sect as .the Congre
ii:nllists to  have toab minis
y man yprofessing e a ik
ister of tge Gospel who ackno
edges that his pretended divine
thority is s inate to the civil

thority, is an impostor and & hum
Anid tho sonft

ict now goingon agai
the Latter-day Saints which he is s¢4

the Constitution like iree men,’’ giv
our alloain.nce “‘to the Constitution
a whole’ and not t0o a mere *‘'g
thereof.”  Thereis nota clause in
Constitution that we reject. But
evidently rejects the first amend:

for he would place religion m}dﬁ:r

Thus
would bring = religion into eart
Thralldom. And by the Legisla
Commission, which he advocates,
would make a Thrall or slave of ¢

citizen of the Territory, simply

cause a few of them are practic
“‘asserting themselves under the C
stitution like {freemen,” & co

which, with the most fatuous inc
sistency,he strongly recommends by

that we are ‘‘asse ourselves un i

the ““Mormon’’ people. But leaving
that, let us examine the reasons of the

trosity.

the souls of sincere worshipers, and*

Thrall for advocating this mons
He says this scheme “would not be

veighing against an opposite course
is difficult todecide whether the T
is deserving more of pity thanfc
tempt.




