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PLURALITY OF WIVES I1

the dobdoctrinetrine of plurality of wives
holuo beepbeen itaudaddd isis the subject of considera-
ble atattention in various quarters that
our position and the basis1 of our faithfalth
as a community with regard totd iti may
be better understood than tieythey seemseepseem to
be at present weve republishlish the revela-
tion which enjoinenjoinsns lt upon us as a
divine command

this revelation was first published in
this territory in a DESERET NEWS
extra pamphlet form on sept
wl1852 a large edition of which was
off and widely circulated it was re-
printed from that extra in the millenmiren
malnial star no 1 vol 15 january I1

and was again published in the
history of joseph smith whwhenea that
history reached the date on which the
revelation had been received in the
deseret NEWS NO 46 vol I16 under
date jihXiijanuarynuary 1857

revelation
muon to josephaseph smithsinith avnauvoonauvoo julyjulg

1843
4

verily thusthu saith the lord unto you
my servant joseph that inasmuch as
you have inquired of my hand to know
and understand wherein I1 the lord
justified my servants abraham isaaisaas
and jacob as also moses david and
solomon my servants as touching the
principle and doctrine of their havinhaving9many wives and concubiness behold
and lo10 I1 am the lord thy god and will
answer thee as touching smatterthi
therefore prepare thy heart tota receive
and obey the instructions which I1 am
about to give unto you for all those
who have this law revealed untowilto them
must obeyoley theth same for behold I1 reveaneveareveal
unto you a new and an everleverieverlastingastin9
covenant and if ye abideabida not that cocov-
enant

e-v
then are ye damned forfon no ononee

can reject this covenant andad be peper-
mitted

r
to enter into my glory for allaila11

who will have a blessing at my hands
shall abide the law whwhichpichwas aap-
pointed for that blessing and the con-
ditions thereof as was instituted from
bafore the foundation of the world and
as pertaining to the new and everlasting
covenant it was instituted for the ful
ness of my glory and he that receiveth
a falness thereof must and shall abide
the law or he shall be damned saith
the lord god

and verily I1 say unto you that the
conditions of this law are these all
covenants contracts bonds obliga-
tions oaths vows performances con-
nections associations or expectations
that are not made and entered into
and sealed by the holy spirit of
lppromise of limhimhim who is both
as well for time and for all eternity
and that too most holy by revelation
and commandment through the medi-
um of mine anointed whom I1 have ap-
pointed onori the earth toto hald this power
and I1 have appointed unto my servantantl
joseph to hold this power in the last
days and there isis never but one on the
earth at a time on whom this power
and the keys of this priesthood are con-
ferred are of no efficacy virtue or force
in and after the resurrection from the0dead for all contracts thatthata are not made
unto this end havellave ahiafian end when men
are dead

behold mine house is a house of
ordorderr saith the lord god and not a
house of confusion will I1 accept ofan
offering saith the lord that is not
madebade in my or will I1 rereceivebelve
at your hands that which I1 have not
appointed and will I1 appoint untointo
you saith the lord except it be by
louttoutlawa V even as I1 and my father ordained
unto0 you before the world wasl I1lamiamam
the lord thy god and I1 give unto you
this commandment that no man shall
comacome unto the fathifathafatherer but by me or byhv
my word which is my law saith the
word and everything that is in the
lorld whether it be ordained of men

by thronethronessj or principalities or powers
or things of name whatsoever they
may be that are not by me or by myrhy
word the lord shallahall be thrown
down and shall not remain after men
are dead neither in nor after the resur-
rection saithbaith the lord your god for
whatsoever things remaineth areure by
me and whatsoever things are not by
me shall be shaken and deAdestroyedroyedrosed

therefore if a man marry him a wife
in the wworld0rid and he marry her not bbyY
me nor 1byy my word and he covenazovenacovenantnt
with her so long as hehe is in the world
and she with him their covenant anand
marriage is not of force when they are
dead and when they are out of the
world therefore they are not boundbolind bby
any law when they are out of the world
therefore when they are out of the
world they neither marry nor are
given in marriage but are appointed
angelsalgis in heaven which angels are
ministering servants to minister porfor
those naho are worthy of abara far momorere
and an exceeding and an eternal
weight of glory for these angels did not
abide my law therefore they cannot be
enlarged but remain separately and
singly without exaltation in their
saved condition to all eternity and
from henceforth are not gods but are
angels of god forever and ever

and again verily I1isaysaybay unto you if a
man marry a wife and make a covencovenant
with her for time and for all eternity
if that covenant is not by me or by my
word which is my law and is not
sealed by the holy spirit of promise
through him whom I1 have anointedanointed
and appointed unto this power then it
ignotis not valid neither of force when they
are out of the world because they are
not joined by me saith the lord
neither by my word when they are outout
of the world it cannot be received
there because the angels and the gods
are appointed there by whom they can-
not pass they cannot therefore in-
herit my glory for my houselousehouse is a house
of order saith the lordlora god

and again verily I1 say unto you if a
man marry a wife by my word which
isis my law and by the new and ever-
lasting covenant and it is sealed unto
them by the holy Sspirit1 I it of promiseramise bby
him who is anointed unoungounto whom I1
have appointed this power and the
keys of this priestpriesthoodhoolhoof and it shall be
said unto them ye shallshail come forth in
the first resurrection and if it bo after
the first resurrection in the next resur-
rection and sw inherit thrones king-
doms princileprincipalitiescities and powers do-
minions all lMhightsgats and depths then
shall it bobe written in the lambs book
of life that he shall commit no murder
whereby to shed innocent blood and if
ye abide in my covenant and commit
no murder whereby to shed innocent
blood it shall be done unto them in all
things whatsoever my servant hath put
upon them in time and through all
eternity and shall be full of force when
they are out of the world and they shallshail
pass by the angels and the gods which
are set there to their exaltation and
glory in all things as hath been sealed
upon their heads which glory shall be a
falness and a continuation of the seeds
foreverfor ever and ever

then shall they be gods because they
have no end therefore shall they be
from everlasting to everlasting because
they continue then shall they be above
all because all things are subject unto
them then shall they be gods be-
cause they have all power and the
angels are subject unto them

verily verily I1 say unto you except
ye abide my law ye cannot attain to
this glory for strait is the gate and
narrow the way that unto the
exaltation and continuation of the lives
and few there be that find it because
ye receive me not in the world neither

i

gdo0 ye know me but if ye receive me
in the world then shall ye know me
and shall receive your exaltation thalthatthat
where I1 am ye rshallball be also this is
eternal livesilves to know the only wise
and true godgobgod and jesus christ whom
he hath sent I1 am he receive ye
therefore my law broad is the gate
and widevide the way that to the
deadeathh and many there areate that go in
thereathe t because they receive me not
neither do they abide in my law

verily verily I1 say unto you if a
man marry a wife according to my
wordvord and they are sealed by the holy
spirit of promise according to mine ap-
pointment and he or she shall commit
any sin or transgression of the new and
everlasting covenant whatever and ailall
manner of blasphemies and if thetheyY
commit no murder wherein they shedsh
innocent blood yet they shall come
forth inthe first resurrection and enter
into their exaltation but they shshallshallieallbealibebe
destroyed in the flesh and shall be de-
livered unto the of satan
unto the layday of redemption saith the
lord god

the blasphemy against the holy
ghost which shall not be forgiven in
the world nor out of the world is liin
that yo commit murder wherein ye
shed innocent blood and assent unto
my death after ye kavehavehave received my
new and everlasting covenant saith the
lord god and he that aridetharideth not this
law can in no wise enter into MYiny glory
but shall be damned saith the lord

I1 am the lord thy god and will give
unjottottheebee the law of my holy priest-
hoodh0od as waswas ordained by me and my
eatherfathereatherFather before theworld was abraham
received all things whatsoever he re-
ceived by revelation and command-
ment ybyby my word saith the lord and
hath entered into his exaltation and

upon his throne
abraham recreereceivedeivid promises concern-

ing his seed and of the fruit of his
loins from whose loins ye are viz
my servant josephjoswph which were to
continue so long as they were inill the
world and as touching abraham and
his seed out of the world they should
continue both in the world and out of
the world should they continue as in-
numerable as the stars or if ye were to
count the sand upon the sea shore ye
could not number them this promise
is yours also becauseye are of abraham
and the promise was made unto abra-
ham andnd by this law are the continua-
tion of the works ofmy father wherein
he glori fieth himself go ye therefore
and do the works of abraham enter
ye into my law and ye shall behavedbe saved
but if ye enter not into my law ye can-
not receive the promises ofof my father
which he made untounab abraham

god commanded abraham and sarah
gave hagar to abraham to wife and
why did she do it because this was
the law and from hagar sprang manymanY
people this therefore was anfnfulfillingaling
among other things the promises was
abraham therefore under condemna-
tion eerilyverily I1 say unto you nayway for
I1 the lord commanded it abraham
was commanded to oner his son isaac
nevertheless it was written thou
not kill abraham however did not
refuse and it was accounted unto him
for righteousness

abraham received and
they bare him children and it was ac
counted unto him for righteousness be-
cause they were given unto him and he
abodeabodes in my law as isaac also and
jacob did none other things than that
which they were commanded and be-
cause they did none other things than
that which they were commanded they
have entered into their exaltation ac-
cording to the promises and sit upon
thrones and are not angels but are
gods

david also received many wives and
concubines hsas also solomon and moses
my servant as also many others of my
servants from the beginning of creation
until this timeatime and in nothing did they
sinsli save in those things which they re-
ceived not of me

davids wives and concubines were
given unto him of me by the hand of
nathan my servaservantservallnl and others of the
prophets who had the keys of this
powerver and in none of these things did
heeoe ssinbin1 n against me save in the case of
uriah and his wife and therefore he
hath fallen from his exaltation and re-
ceived his portion and he shalliotshailshall not in-
herit them out orthe world for I1 gave
them unto another saithbaith the lord

I1 am the lord thy god and I1 give
unto thee my servant joseph an ap-
pointment and restore all things ask
what ye will and it shall be given unto
youou according to my wordyord and as yemehave asked concerning adultery
verily verily I1 say unto you if a man
receiveth a wife inin the new and ever

1 lasting covenant and if she be with
another man and I1 have not appointed
unto her by the holy anointing she
hath committed adultery and shall be
destroyed if she be not in the new
and everlasting covecovenantnant and shebeshe be
with another man she has committed
adultery and if her husband ber with
another womanboman andad behe WAS under a
vow he hathbath broken his vow and hath
committed adultery and if she hath not
committed adulteryy but is innocent
and hath not broken her vow anandd she

it and I1 reveal it unto you
my servantkervant joseph then shall you have
power by the power of my holy priest-
hood to take her and give her unto
him thatthat hath not cocommitted adultery
but hath been faithful for liehe shall be
made ruler over many for I1 halvehave con-
ferred upon you the keys andani power of
the priesthood wherein I1 restore all
things and maemake known unto you all
things in due time

and verily verily I1 say unto you that
whatsoever you seal on earth shall be
sealed in heaven and whatsoever you
bind on earth in my name andarid by my
word saith the lord it shall be
eternally bound in the heavens and

whosoever sinssing ybbod remit odion earth
shall be rremittedemitte eeternallyternally in the
hheavenseavensoneavensanand1I whosoeverer ssinsbinsins you retain
onearthon earth shallshail be retained in heaven

and again verily I1 say whomsoever
you bless I1 will bless and whomsoever
you curse I1 will curse saith the lordllord
for I1 the lord am thy god

and again verily I1 say unto you my
servant joseph that whatsoever you
give on earth and to whomsoever you
give any one on earth by my word and
according to my law it shall be visvisitedtedled
with blessings and not curlingscursings and
with my power saith the lord and
shallshailshalliebe without condemnation on earth
and in heaven fo-ri am the lord thy
god and will be with thee even unto
theandthe end of the world and through all
eternity for verily I1 seal upon you
your exaltation and prepare a throne
for you in the kingdom of my Faeathernfathertherothern
with abraham your father behold i

I1 have seen your sacrifices and wuiwar
forgive all your sins I1 have seen yyoursourour
sacrifices in obedience to that which I1
have told you go therefore and imade
a way for your escape as I1 accepted the
offering of abraham of his son isaacisaae

verily I1 saygay unto you a command-
ment I1 give unto mine handmaid
emma smith your wifewile whom I1 have
given unto you that shes e stay herself
and partake not of that which 1I com-
manded you to ofneroffer unto her for I1 did
itltbaithbalthsaitheaith the lord to prove you all asal I1
did abraham andaud that I1 mightbight require
an offering at your hand by covenant
and sacrifice and let mine handmaid
emma smith receive all those that
have been given unto my servant
joseph and who are virtuous and pure
before me and those who are not pure
and have said they were pure shall be
destroyed saith the lord god for I1 aniam
the lord thyNY god and ye shall obey my
voicevoleee andaud I1 give unto my servant
josejoseph1I that he shall be made ruler
over many things for he hath been
faithful over a few things and from
henceforth I1 will strengthen him

and I1 command mine handmaid
emmaemilia smith to abide and cleave unto
my servant joseph and to none else
but if she will not aldeaideabide this command

shesue
lord for I1 am the lord thy god and
will destroy her if she abide not in my
law but if she will not abide this com-
mandmentmandment then shall my servanttintzint
joseph do all things for her even as he
hath said and I1 will bless him and
multiplymultiipI1y himlim and give unto him an
hundred fold in this world of fathers
and mothers brothers and sisters
houses and landslandsi wives and children
and crowns of eternal lives in the
eternal worlds and again verily I1
say let mine handmaid forgive my
servant joseph his trespasses and then
shall she be forgiven her trespasses
wherein she hath trespassed against
me and I1 the lord thy gadwillgod willwiil bless
her and multiply and make her heart
to rejoice

and again I1 say let not my servant
joseph put his property out of his
hands lest an enemy come and destroy
him for satan to destroy for I1
am the lord thy god and he is my ser-
vant and behold and lo10 I1 am with
him as 1 I1 was withavith abrahamauraham thy
father evereven unto his exaltation and
glory

now as touching the ladofof the
priesthood there are many thingsthings per-
taining thereunto verily if a man be
callcalicallededofof my father aiwasas was aaron by
mine own voice andrund by the voice of
him that sent me and I1 haveave endowed
him with the keys of the power of this

iche do anything in my
name and according to my law and by
my word he will not commit singin and I1
will justify him let no one therefore
set on my servant joseph for I1 wiliwill
justify him for he shall nodo the ssacrifice1ac
which I1 require at his hands for his
transgressions saith the lord your
god i

and again as pertaining to the law of
the priesthood if any man espespouse a
virgin and desire to espouse another
and the first give her consent and if he
espouse the second and theythoy are
virgins andand havehavo vowed to no other
man thenthen is he justified liehe cannot
commit adultery for they ardare given
unto him for he cannot commit
adultery with that that belobeiongetheth unto
him and to none elseelge and irif he have
ten virgins given unto him by
he cannot commit adulterynorfor they
belong to him and they are given untotinto
him P therefore is he justified but if
one or either of the ten virginsvirgin s after
she is espoused shall be with another
man shehe has committed adultery and
shall be destroyed for they are given
unto him to multiply and replenish the
earth according to my commandment
and to fulfillfulfil the promise which was
given by my father before the founda-
tion of the world and for


