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I desire an iﬁte{)mt hin the Eai{;h
and prayers of my brethren and gis-
ters who are present, that I may be

able to speak under the influence of
as will

the good spirit, such things
be: ancourgging to the faith of the
Saints.

I rijinice always in the truth of
the Gospel with which 1 have be-
come acquainted; and although
there may be many things with
which I am unacquainted, yet that
portion of the plan of salvation
which I do understand is sufficient
to convince me beyond the possibil-
ity of a doubt, that we are engaged
in the great latter-day work of
Almighty, which is for the salva-
tion of the human family, the estab-
lishment of the kingdom upon the
earth preparatory to the coming of|
the Son of God in power and great

lory, to take possession of the king-
ﬁum and of the world; to take the
reins of government in His own
handds,to judge and rule with righte-
ousness and with equity, reprove for
the meek of the earth, to the honor
and glory of God, to the salvation
and deliverance of His people, the
downfall of Babylon, the destruc- |
tion of the wicked and the over- |
throw of all man-made systems and
organizations that are in conflict
with the requirements of heaven
and the laws of God. There is,to my
mind, nothing lacking in proof or
evidence of these facts, which have
plainly been set forth in the Bible,
in the Book of Mormon and also in |
the revelatioens through the Prophet
Joseph Smith; which last named are
recorded in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, [ am perfectly
satisfled, as much so
that I breathe the breath of life,
that these truths pertaining to the
last dispensation and the great lat-
ter-day work have been revealed to
us from God, and that we are in E)e
session of truth, eternal truth that
can never be uprooted or destroyed.
It is true that we are but a handful
of people in comparison to the vast
multitude that are in the world, in-}
deed we are few in comparison to the
population of our own nationj for
while we, as a community, number
a few thousands, the nation numbers
nearly half as many millions; and
our nation is only asmall portion of
the human family. But yet it is
not presum ptuous,nor is it unreason-
able or inconsistent, notwithstand
ing the paucity of our numbers, our
supposed lack of intelligence pertain-
ing to scientific matters and our
poverty as comparedwith the wealth
of the world, for us to claim thst we
have received revelation from God,
that the Almighty hasspoken to the
children of men with His own voice
and by the voice of angels and min-
jstering spirits, or personages whom
He has sent to reveal His will to
“man. For it is in this way that God
has ever revealed Himself to the
nations of the earth. He calls a
Eﬂphat now and a prophet hereaf-

r, and He reveals himself to His
servants the prophets, and He
makes known His will unto them,
and it becomes their duty to pro-
claim the law and the will of the
Almighty to the inhabitants of the
earth, and to call others to the min-
istry, sending them forth that they
may proclaim the gospel to their
‘neighbors and associates; and so the
work of God has to work its way,
Epraad and increase among the chil-

ren of men, like the leaven, re-
ferred to by the Savior, that is
laced in the measure of meal
at works until the whole lump is
leavened. So God has done in all
ages of the world when He has
undertaken to renew His covenant
with the people; He has called cer-
tain men, (who doubtless had been
foreordained to come forlh in certain
ages to doa certain work) through
whom He has made known to the
nations and ples of the earth
His mind and will. When Jesus
came fo the earth He scarcely |
found faith among mankindjonly
John the Baptist holding a commis-
sion from God to minister in the first
ordinances of the Gospel; John hav-
ing been called and appointed of
God and ordained by a holy angel to
that ministry and priesthood. A
few that bad listen to his testi-
mony and teachings, and had been
baptized by his baptism, with him,
constituted all who were acknow-
ledged of God upon the earth at the
time of the coming of the Bavior,
And Jesus called untg Him twelve |

| might

as I am |gos ‘
with the demonstration of the 3pirit | as Jesus did, cal
|of God.”. These chosen disciples of | twelve others, toge
ominious deaths | ties,

| hood upon

Great Head that they might be
qualified to go forth at the expira-
tion of that time being witnesses of
God, witnesses of the divine mission
of their Lord and Master, and pre-
pared to proclaim the Gospel to the
inhabitants of the earth. After
Jesus was crucified of man, He
went in the spirit to the spirits that
were in prison, who had n diso-
bedient *““when the long suffering of
God waited in the days of Noah,”
that by His coming the Gospel
taught unto them, their
rison doors be opened, and liberty
proclaimed unio them, even
the liberty of the Gospel, that
they might live, through obedience
to its requirements, according to God
in the %Eirit; and when the ordinan-
ces of
redemption of the dead had been
performed for and in their behalf
upon the earth, that they might be
judged according to man in the
flesh. When Jesus had done this He
took up the body of flesh and
bones which had been hung upon
the cross, and pierced unto death
and laid away in the tomb, that
body which had passed through the
portal of death and the ordeal of the
rave; he brought forth from
eath untolife. Thus he conquered
death and gained the victory
the grave and brought about the re-
surrection from the dead threugh

the power of the gospel and the holy | rights,
Prii?hood. Shortly after He visit- | of the

ed His disciples,
upon them, saying un
ceive ye the Holy Ghost.”
commissioned them to

R\rmeh the gospel to every creature. | earth, that man might agai

e gospel necessary for the|

| mises concerning

feelings existed, and do to-day exist,
in the hearts of some people toward
the Latter-day Saints. But the Lard
Almighty has pre the way for
the coming forth of the kingdom of
God in this dispensation by establish-
ing the republican government of
the United States; a government af-
fording the widest liberty and the
greatest freedom to man that has
ever been known to exist among

men, outside of those governed by
the direct communication of heaven,

deceived and led away from the

't.ruth, many others, I admit, have|

turned away because of their own
gins. Others again have left the
Church because they were unable to
distinguish between the aections ol
their foolish brethren and the princi-

ples of eternal truth, and in that

way have allowed themselves to go|sim

is duty? It is a duty, it”h!h!u
word of the Lord to the Baints, y,
they should meet with their fay.
lies morning and evening and g
upon God in His name,. This pr
is part of the gospel, it was tay
by the Savior on the eastern g
also on the western continent, Ay

as it may appear, it is alg

into darkness and turn away from |lutely necessary that the I.nttq*

lace where

pel

you
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£0,
ple
to-day? Are  they

knowin

tes, in darkness
£they;h

this nation to contend for their lib- | the place thereof, and they are now

erties; and He did this upon natural | under the

princf ples, that the way might be
repared, and that it might be possi.
Elﬂ for Him to establish His

dom upon the earth
thrown down. And
was pre
come for the restoration of the gos-
1, God revealed Himself to Joseph

ing- | who have come among us
no more to be|they had found that pert‘
when the way | the conduect and charaeter of Lat-
and the time fully |ter-day Saints which they ex

g‘amith, giving to him certain pro-
the coming forth

tan and cannot help themselves, -
And again, there are many’ﬂefa ¢
who, if

in

pécted
to find among those professing to bé
Saints, if they had found more of
the fruits of righteousness in the
midst of this people, and less of

of the gospel and the establishment | their folliesand weaknesses, they
of His kingdom 1In the last days. | would no doubt have been eonstrain-

wers, keys and authority

d for the last time,
n offiei-

hen He departed from them, and |ate in the name and authority of
they went forth and testified of | God for the salvation of the living

Jesus Christ, and

Christ suffered ign

Jaimed the}and the dead. He had to call one
to the world, with power and | man to this oﬂiueﬂhn afterwards,

and set apart

ther with Seven-

High  Priests, Elders,

from the first to the last, with the | Bishops, Priests, Teachers and Dea-

single exception of the Apostle John
who we are infofmed, was prmeci

from the

their attempts to destroy his life
for a wise purpose of God, to fulfl]
the promise o
and

power of his enemies, from | Christ, that all ma

cons, for the work of the -ministry,
and for the edifying of the body of
come to the
unity of the faith and the knowledge
of the SBon of God, to the fulness of

the Savior unto him; | the measure of the stature of Christ
yet, notwithstanding this pro- | Jesus; that we might come to a

mise, it is believed by the Christian | oneness in the knowledge of the

1d that he died a natural death | tru
areisig 1 ted venocf with the leaven of truth, that

his | all mankind might have the privi-

after wicked men had attemp
several times in vain to destroy

life. Notwithstanding, the disciples | lege of hearing the gospe

th, that the world might be lea-

1 and of be-

of Jesus, excepting John the Reve-|ing gathered into the fold and fami-

lator, suffe ignominious deaths
they sowed the seed of the gﬂﬂpei

among, and conferred the Priest-|Buppose ,
> men, which remained | to last into the fold of this Church,

for several generations upon the

earth, but the time came when Pa- | peop

ganism was engrafted into Christi-

ly of Christ.
In the space of about fifty years, I
, we have gathered from first

some three or four hundred thousand
Je. It may seem to some that

this would indicate that we had

anity, and at last Christianity was | made very slow progress in half a
converted into Paganism rather |century; having succeeded in gath-
than converting the ans. And | ering into this Church only between

subsequently the esthood was
taken from among men, this author-
i

ntgd the world was left without the
Priesthood—without the power of
(God—without the Church and King-
dom of God. I'here were tens of

| thousande that hearkened to the

teachings of the disciples and yield-
ed obedience to the gospel; and
they suffered tion such as
the people of God in this generation
have never n to sutfer. Some
of the Latter-day Saints who were
associated wlth this Church in its
early history and suffered the perse-
cutions in Ohio, in Missouri and Illi-
nois, thought that their persecution
was very great, even greater than
that of any other people. But this
is not so, for this people have never
begun to endure the persecution that
was inflicted upon the former-day
Saints, those who received the testi-
mony of the Apostles. People in
former days believed that they were
doing God service fo burn tliose
Saints to death, to whip and to spear
them to death, to drag them until
they were torn to pieces and other-
wise to torture and destroy them;
and, indeed, in some instances they
sewed up the believers in cloths and
in sacks, which they covered wilh
itch or tar and then set on fire lo
ight the streets of imperial Yome!
In ancient days it was considered
lawful to perpetrate these barbarities
upon those who professed to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ. They
were driven from place to place;
they

cution such as this people have never
begun to suffer, and s 1 earnestly
hope and pray they never will be
#ubjected to. |

fEBut 1t Jwas undey suo

were hunted down as wild|instead of self-aggrandizement.
beasts, and otherwise suffered perse- | Will venture, as my opinion, that

'*ic'ﬂi{m:*‘:‘“ | Binﬂ? an{} t

three and four hundred thousand
people; and that to-day we do not

was re-called into the heavens, | number more than 150,000 fo 200,-

000 members all told, in stand-
ing; that is, taking all that can be
called Saintsfin America, in Europe,
in Australia, and upon the islands
of the sea; wherever this gospel is
preached, or people acknowledge
membership in this Church, all told,

lperha‘ps, we do not number more

than 200,000 members in good stand-
ing. It may seem that we are mak-
ing haste slowly; that we are not
progressing very rapidly. It might
seem to some of us that we ought to
have acecomplished a great deal more
in the 50 years past since the organ-
ization of this Church. 1 confess
that I believe with all my heart,
that as a people we might have
made far greater progress in the ac-
complishment of the purposes and
will of God than we have, if
we had done as we should;
In my humble opinion, and I ex-
press it as my firm convictien and
belief, the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Saints might have num-
bered ay times more than
it does, if those who have embraced
the Gospel had remained trueand all
had been as faithful as they should
have been. The progress of the
work of God does and will depend
greally upon the righteousness of the
people, the faithtulness of the Priest-
hood in keeping His command-
ments, honoring His laws, and la-
boring for the accomplishment of
the purposes of God upon the Eurthi i

the Latter-day Baints through their
follies, r neglect of proper exam-
pie, their carelessness respecting
their duties, not to ention greater
¢ evil reguiting thepe.

over | And subsequently God sent messen- | ed to yield obedience to the gospel;
ers to him and ordained him to the | whereas they only became h

esthood, or conferred on him the | ed in seeing

en-
the weakness and im-
perfection of many so-ca'led Latter-

oly Priesthood, to act as His | day SBaints, concluding that they,
when He breathed | representative in establishing tnhe |judging them by their acts, are not
to them, *“Re- | gospel of the kingdom once more

He also | among men,_zan
go fort,; and | also. to restore the Priesthood to

much better than other professing
Christians. And in this ‘way many
that might have been brought to a
knowledge of the truth, have been
discouraged, disappointed and de-
ceived because they failed to discow-
er or feel as they might and should
have done, if all the fruits of the
Gospel had abounded as they should,
that power oi the Priesthood . and
efficacy of the gospel which should
be exhibited in the midst of the peo-
ple of God. |
Now, am I finding fault with the
Latter-day Saints? If I should find
fault with you of course I would be
finding fault with myself. I ac-
knowledge that I have not lived up
to the standard as 1 should have
done. I have not possessed that
power, that inspiration, that know-
ledge of truth, that close commun-
ion with God and with the Holy
Ghost that I might or ought to have
done. Therefore if there is blame
attached to the Church I am willing
to acknowledge and share my pro-
rtion of that blame. Neverthe-
ess, what I say in regard to tnis
mﬁiater I believe to be the fruth. I
w

|the Kingdom in almost every |B8aintsshould ¢éome
g ) the | family ml. I :
ng preached, Tyou | the family altar, call upon God
It was par$ of the design of the Al-|may find scores and B%nraﬂ of - hd .
mighty when He influenced our fa- | that once belong
thers to leave the old world and come | how are they
to this continent; He had a hand in | members of this Church? No; they | er, for it is their privi
the establishment of this govern-|are aposta
ment; He inspired the framers of | not the truth, for the ligh
the Constitution and the fathers of | is

ed to the Churech, | An

ther in
pacity,and ktzgling Im=

blessings morning and eveniy
they need nultlgmnﬂna they,
selves to morning and evening pry,

to
into their closets and upon?l:
in secret,that He might reward thy

gone out and darkness has taken | openly.

Again, it is written that God}

power of darkness or Sa-|angry with those; who will n

acknowledge His hand in all thing
How many of the Latter day Sam
whom God has. blessed  with th
riches of this world, with house
lands, flocks, herds, gold and silve
have forgotten fo acknowledge Hj
hand in the bestowal of the wes)th
It:;hﬂyh arr s mt}’ have been blinded
y the gifts conferred u them
and in that blindness hngm_
the Giver? Hni'ring' an nd
the rich are too apt to feel that th
do not have to kneel down andta

God to give them houses and daij
bread, for they have palaces my
wealth, They say, we have the
things; we have no fieed to askfy
them, -nor to thank God for then
for they are ours; we have gaing

our own ind and abi

them ustry
ity. ’I‘ly;unGod is Jeft out of i
question. But God has =aid, “T oy
them that Jove me, and those
seek me early a}.uﬂl-ﬁnd- '
fore He will be inguired of by
peoE}e, and He requires that
shall acknowledge Him in all th
et we often forget to acknowledy
Him in His greatest mercies. Wha
the blow of an enemy that has bey
aimed at our destruction is wande
off by tne wise counsel perhap of
the Holy Priesthood, we say,“We
outwitled them; we did w
circumscribed the cunniy
and —craft - of our eney
we did this, and we did that, and v
did the other thing;” it is great|
with some of us, and God is not &
knowledged by such at all.  7her
Is too muech of this spirit amongst
us, I am sorry Lo say. ~
God requires one-tenth “of our in
crease to be put into His storehouse
and this is given as a standing lay
to all of the Stakes of Zion, Anl
has said that unless all observe thi
law to keep it holy and by this ly

Fm5

give you, if you wish, and I | sanctify the lJand of Zion unto Him

think I had better do so, one or two | ete., that this land shall not bes

simple and undeniable proofs of my

assertion.
things

teach
we have been taught for the last

50 years,

I will refer you to the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, to that
simple principle called the Word of
Wisdom. How many of this con-

gregation have kept this law? and

Excuse me if I refer to | how many of us have n
which may be considered |observe this lJaw? We profess to b
quite common; I am not here to |lieve if,
you new doctrine, I am en- | lected to obey it in full? If the
deavoring to teach you truths which | vior were to come

land of Zion unto wus. And,

v
but bow many have ng

to-day, who wi
judge us not after the sight of ti
eyes, neither reprove after the het
ing of the ears, but with righteos
ness, and with equity and by th
knowledge of eternal truth, and to

| balance of eternal justice,how m

would He find who really have p

how many do keep it to-day? It Iuna-tenthut their increase in cor

would perhaps not astonish you very
much were 1 to say that there were
members of the Chuach of 40 years
standing and upwards, who take
their tea, coflee, tobacco, ete., justas
though God had not, some 48 years
ago, revealed the Word of Wisdom.
I can point vut men and women that
have been in this Church some 25
or 30 years that are no nearer keep-
ing the commandments of God, In
this respect, than they were 25 or 30
years ago, and some of them not so
near. Ifl were pressed on this
I could call the names of some indi-
viduals in proof of what I say. - We

have not lived up to the privileges | God puts into our hands.

nor kept the laws of God as
unto us. Whatis the result?
not that when we preach these

given
Is it

|few. The le pay a
their timingmﬁt

pllance with this law? There »
some people that do it, but whe
you ‘out these that do keep th
law according to the strict

and spirit of it, you will find thati
comparison to the whole they &
[

oungf
quently charged the mhmi
paying one Zenih of tithings
me that was an extreme vié
believe the people are doing bett
than that, now at least; but at !

int |same time 1 believe that a v

large ‘tion “of us pay only
portion of the ¢enth of that whi
Now, why do T refer to the

things? T leave it to you—to cons

prin- | entious men and women—it wo

ciples we preach them in word only | not become me to say that Brotk
and not in the demonstration of the | Jones or Brother 8mith, orany ot¥

gowar of God? Certainly not in the | individual - is the
¢ power of ex-|linquént in his duty; but it beho
| ample, but with the ‘words of our me tospeak on the principle in gev

monstration and

lips which proceed not from the
heart. And that is not all. In the
Book of Mormon it is recorded that
Christ commanded the people to call
upon God in His name, morning and
evening with their familes, Similar
ingtruction is given in the Doctrine
and Covenants, and the same prin-
ciple i inculeated in the Bible. God
has sald that He will be sought after
by Hislpeople; and Jesus said that
we must Enoek in order that the

-----

person that is¢

al term& and I think T am very?
T willYoave thavfof you, howevs
11 leave that 0
say in your hearts w{:iutha you §
n:il !élhﬂnﬂat tithing pgrafgiﬂ ?fa‘;
whether you pay a n
tithing. God knows; we cannot#
ceive Him. - Why do we not conl!

| fully with this law? Simply bes®*

we lack wisdom, faith, un
ing, and confidence in’ﬂ:o- prom*

of God; 1f we folt. the fmel ¥



