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I1 desire an interest in the fafalthfaithath
and prayers of my brethren and sis-
ters who are present that I1 may be
able to speak under the influence of
the good spirit such things as will
be encouraging to the faith of the
saints

I1 rejoice always in the truth of
thothe gospel with which I1 have be-
come acquainted and although
there maymaybebe many things with
which I1 am unacquainted yetet that
portion of the plan of salvation
which I1 do understand is sufficient
to convince me beyond the possibi-
lity of a doubt that we are engaged
in the great latter day work of god
almighty which is for the salva-
tiontion of the human fafamilyin y the estab-
lishmentlishment of the kingkingdomdorn upon the
earth preparatory to tthehe coming of
the son of god in power and great
glorylory to take possession of the king
domomandand of the world to take the
reins of government in his own
hhandsto judge and rule with nighrighte-
ousness

te
and with equity reprove for

the meek of the earth to the honor
ana glory of god to the salvation
and deliverance of his people the
downfall of babylon the destruc-
tion of the wicked and the over-
throw of all man made systems and
organization4 that are in conflict
with the requirements of heaven
and the lawslawa of god there isto my
nind nothingnotliing lacking in proof or

evidence of these facts which have
plainly been set fortaforth in the bible
in the book of mormon and also in
the revelations through the prophet
joseph smith which last named are
recorded in ahehe book of doctrine
and covenants I1 am perfectly
satisfied as much so as I1 am
that I1 breathe the breath of life
that these truths pertaining to the
last dispensation and the great lat
ter day work have been revealed to
us from god and that we are in pos-
session of truth eternal truth that
can never be uprooted or destroyed
it is true that we are but a handful
of people in comparison to the vast
multitude that are in the world in-
deed we are few in comparison to the
population0 u atlon of our own nation forwaplwhilele we as a community number
a few thousands the nation numbers
nearly half as many millions and
our nation iais only a small portion of
the human family but yet it is
not presumptuousnor is it unreason
able or Jninconsistentconsistent notwithstand
ing the paucity of our numbers our
supposedupposed lack of intelligence pertain-
ing to scientific matters and our
poverty as compared with the wealth
of the world for us to claim we
have received revelation from god
that the almighty has spoken to the
children of men with his own voice
and by the voice of angels and min-
isteringg spirits or personages whom
he hhasas sent to reveal his will to
man for it is in this way that god
has ever revealed himself to the
nations of the earth he calls a
prophet now and a prophet hereaf-
ter and hahe reveals himself to his
servants the prophets and he
makes known his will unto them
and it becomes their duty to pro-
claim the law and the will of the
almighty to the inhabitants of the
tarthearth and to call others to the min-
istry sending them forth that they
may proclaimreclaim the gospel to their
neighbors and associates and so the
work of god has to work its way
spread and increase among the chil-
dren of men like the leaven re-
ferred to by the savior that is
placed in the measure of meal
that works until the whole lump Is

neaAealeavened so god has done inain allali
agesagea of the world when he has
undertaken to renew his covenant
with the people he has called cer-
tain men who doubtless had been
foreordainedforeordained to come forth in certain
ages to do a certain work through
whom he has made known to the
nations and peoples of the earth
his mind and will when jesus
came to the earth he scarcely
found faith among mankind only
john the baptist holding a commis-
sionsion from god to minister in the first
ordinances of the gospel john hav-
ing been called and appointed of
god and ordained by a holy angel to
that ministry and priesthood A
few that had listened to his testi-
mony and teachings and had been
baptized by his baptism with him
constituted all who were acknow-
ledged of god upon the earth at the
time of the comingconling of the savior

nd4 jus oalcal nt him ye

disciples ordained them commis-
sioned them and sent th m forth to
preach the gospel but they sojourn
ed with him for three years duringdu ring
his own ministry to receive instruc-
tion to be taught of him to learn
the ways of the lord from the
great head that they might be
qualified to go forth at the expira-
tion of that time being witnesses of
god witnesses of the divine mission
of their lord and masterblaster and pre-
pared to proclaim the gospel to the
inhabitants of thetiie earth afafterterten
jesus was crucified of man he
went in the spirit to the sspiritsbrits that
were in prison who had teenbeen diso-
bedient when the long bufferingsufferingbuffersuffer f off
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that by his coming the iosgospel
might be taught unto them their
iristrisprisonon doors be opened and liberty
le proclaimed unto them even
the liberty of the gospel that
they might live through obedience
to its requirements according to god
in the spirit and when the ordinan-
ces otof the gospel necessary for the
redemption of the dead had been
performed forfon and in their behalf
upon thath earth that they might be
judged according to man in the
flesh when jesus had done this he
again took up the body of flesh and
bones which had been hung upon
the cross and pierced unto death
and laid away in the tomb that
body which had passed through the
portal of death and the ordeal of the
grave he again barougbrought forth from
death unto life thusthug he conquered
death and gained the victory over
the grave and brought about the re-
surrectionsurree tion from the dead through
the power ot0 the gospel and the holy
priesthood shortly after he visit-
ed his disciples when he breathed
upon them saying unto them rec-
eive ye the holy ghost he also
commissioned them to go forth and
preach the gospel to every creature
then he departed from them and
they went forth and testified of
jesus christ and proclaimed the
gospel to uievie world with power and
with the demonstration of the spirit
of god these chosen disciples of
christ suffered ignominious deaths
from the first to the last with the
single exception of theApostle john
who we are informed was preserved
from the power ofhis enemies from
their attempts to destroy hish 8 life
for a wise purpose of god to fulfillfulfil
thetho promise of the savior unto him
and yet notwithstanding this pro-
mise ibit is believed by the christian
world that he died a natural death
after wicked men had attempted
several times in vain to destroy his
life notwithstandingr the disciples
of jesus excepting john the revel-
ator

neve
suffered ignominious deaths

they sowedbowed the seed of the gospel
among and conferred the priest-
hood upon men which remained
for several generations upon the
earth but the time came when pa-
ganism was engrafted into christi-
anity and at last christianity was
converted into paganism rather
than converting the pagans and
subsequently the priesthood was
taken from among men this author
ityty was recalledre called into the heavens
and the world was left without the
priesthood without the power of
god without the church and king-
dom of god there were tens off
thousandshousands that hearkened to theth
teachingseachcachings of the disciples and yield-
ed obedience to the gospel and
theyhey bufferedsuffered persecution such as
thehe people of god in this generation

have never begun to suffer some
of the latter day saints who were
associated with this church in its
early history and suffered the perse
cautions in ohio in missouri and illi-
nois thought that their persecution
was very great even greater than
that of any other people but this
is not so for this people have never
begun to endure thepersecution that
was inflicted upon the former day
saints those who received the testi-
mony of the apostles people in
former days believed that they were
doing god service to burn those
saints to death to whip and to spear
them to death to dragdrug them until
they were tomtorn to pieces and other-
wise to torture and destroy them
and indeed in some instances they
sewed up the believers in cloths and
I1inn sacks which they covered wuhi I1 h
pitchitch or tar and then set on nire to
rilightight the streets of imperial loinevoine
in ancient days it was considered
lawful to perpetrate these barbarities
upon those who professed to believe
in the lord jesus christ they
were driven from place to place
they were hunted down as wildwill
beasts and otherwise suffered perse-
cution such as this people have never
begun to suffer and ag I1 earnearnestiearnestlyestlesti
hope andnud pray hevpovhey noyer wllwill be
objected to

ewt it WP mtr

stances the gospel was pro-
claimed among the people in
this way were the believers
in christ treated being esteemed as
worthless refuse unfit to live
and worthy only of the most cruel
and ignominious deaths the same
feelings existed and do todayto day exist
in the hearts of some people toward
the latter day saints but the lard
almightyty has prepared the way for
the comingcoming forth of the kingdom of
god in thistthIs dispensation by establish
ing the republican government of
the united states a government af-
fording the widest liberty and the
greatest freedom to man that has
ever been known to exist among
men outside of those governed by
the direct communication of heaven
it was parkpartpar of the design of the al-
mighty when he influenced our la-
thers to leave the old world and come
to this continent he had a hand in
the establishment of this govern-
ment he inspired the framers of
the constitution and the fathers of
this nation to contend for their lib-
erties and he did this upon natural
principles that the way might be
prepared1 and that it might be
91blebiee for him to establish his king-
dom upon the earth no more to be
thrown down and when the way
was prepared and the time fully
come for the restoration of the gos-
pel god revealed himself to joseph
smith giving to him certain pro-
misesmises concerning the coming forth
of the gospel and the establishment
of his kingdom in the last days
subsequentlyAnd god sent messen-
gers to him and ordained him to the
priesthood or conferred on him the
rights powers keyekeysrand authority
of the holy priesthood to act as his
representative in establishing the
gospel of the kingdom once more
among for the last time
also to restore the priesthood to
earth that man might again offic-
iate in the name and authority of
god for the salvation of the living
ananuandd the dead he had to call one
man to this office who afterwards
as jesus iidilddidlid calledcalled and set apart
twelve others together with seven-
ties high priests elders
bishopbishops priests teachers and dea-
cons for the work of the ministry
and for the edifying of the body of
christ that all may come to the
unityof the faith and the knowledge
of the son of god to the of
the measure of the stature of christ
jesus that we mightht come to aVowoneness in the knowledgeledge of the
truth that the world might be lea-
vened with the leaven of truth that
all mankind might have the privi-
lege of hearing the gospel and of be-
ing gathered into the fold and fami-
ly of christ

in the space of about fifty years I1
sulpsupposepose wevie have gathered from first
to last into the fold of this church
some three or four hundred thousand
people irmayit anay seem to some that
this would indicate that we had
made very slow progress in half a
century havinhaving succeeded in gath-
ering into this ulrchchurch only between
three and four hundred thousand
people and that todayto day we do not
number more than 0 to

members all told in good stand-
ing that is taking all that can be
called SainSaInt tsinslin america in europe
in australia and upon the islands
of the sea wherever this gospel is
preached or people acknowledge
membership in this church all told
perhaps we do not number more
than members in good stand-
ing it may seem that we are mak-
ing haste slowly that we are not
progressing very rapidly it might
seem to some of us that weX e oughtought to
have accomplished a great deal more
in the 50 years past since the organ

of this church I1 confess
that I1 believe with all my heart
that as a people we might have
made far greater progress in theaethe ac-
complishment of the purposes and
will of god than we have if
we had only done as we should
in my humble opinion and I1 ex-
press it as my nirmfirm conviction and
belief the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints might have num-
bered todayto day many times more than
it does if those who have embraced
thetho gospel had remained true andandallallnil
had been as faithful as they should
have been the progress of the
work of god does and will depend
greatly upon the righteousness of the
people tliethe faithfulness of the priest-
hood in keeping his command-
ments honoring his laws and la-
boring for the accomplishment of
the purposes of god upon the earth
instead of self aggrandizement I1
will venture as my ginionopinion that
thetiie latter day saints throughro h their
follies thythirir neglect of proper exam-
ple theirthein carelessness respecting
their duties not to nen tion greater

banan ehg milvil ru VW

from have prevented the conversion
of as many people as have been
converted unto god there are to-
day perhaps nearly as many that
have apostatized as are now inin good
standing in the church many of
whom were honest but have been
deceived and led away from the
truth many others I1 admit have
turned away because of their own
sinsbins others again have left thetho
church because they were unable to
distinguish between the actions ol01
their foolish brethren and the princi-
ples of eternal truthotruthytruth and in that
way have allowed trulstRuisthemselveselves to go
into darkness and turn away from
the kingdom infn almost every
place you go where the
gospel is being prepropreachedached you
may findnind scores and scores of people
that once belonged to the church
how are they todayto day are they
members of this church no they
are apostates in darkness knowing
not the truth for the light they hadbad
is gone out and darkness has taken
the place thereof and they arearaarenowaranownow
under the power of darkness ordr sa-
tan and cannot help themselves

and again there are many people
who have come among us whowilo if
they had found that perfection in
the conduct and character of tatat
ter day saints which they expected
to find among those professing to beb
saints if they had found more of
the fruits of righteousness i1 in the
midst of this people andanid less of
their follies and weaknesses theyibey
would no doubt have been constrain-
ed to yield obedience to the gosgospelpelpei
whereas they only became harden-
ed inIniceseeingeing the weakness and im-
perfection of many so caled latteriatter
day saints concluding that they
judging them by their acts are not
much better than otherothen professing
christians and in this way many
that might have been brought tor a
knowledge of the truth have been
discouraged disappointed andund dade-
ceived because they failed to discov-
er or feel as they might and should
have done if all the fruits of the
gospel had abounded as they should
that power oi01 the priestFriestpriesthoodhood and
efefficacyfleacy of the gospel which should
be exhibited in the midst ofor the peo-
ple of god

i nownews am I1 finding fault with the
latter day saints if I1 should find
fault with you of course I1 would be
finding fault with myself I1 aoaoi4i
knowledge that I1 have not livedlivedupup
to the standard as I1 should have
done I1 have not possessed that
power that inspiration that know-
ledge of truth that close commun-
ion with god and with the holy
ghost that I1 might or ought to have
done therefore if there is blame
attached to the church iamramI1 am willing
to acknowledge and share my pro-
portion of that blame neverthe-
less what I1 bayaay in regard to anis
matter I1 believe to be the truth I1
will give you if you wish and I1
think I1 hadbad better do aoso one or two
simple and undeniable proofs of my
assertion excuse me if I1 refer to
things which may be coniconsidereddered
quite common I1 am not here to
teach you new doctrine I1 am en-
deavoringdeavo ring to teach you truths ahliwhich
we have been taught for the lastlist
50 years

I1 will refer you to the book of
doctrine and covenants to that
simple principle called the word of
wisdom how many of this con
grerogation have kept this law andShowow many do keep it todayto day it
would perhaps not astonish you very
much were I1 to say that there were
members of the chuich of 40 years
standing and upwards who take
their tea coffee tobacco eeteetce just as
though god had not some 48 years
ago revealed the word of wisdom
I1 can point out men and women that
have been in this church somegome 25
or 30 years that are no nearer keep-
ing the commandments of god in
this respect than they were 2325 or 30
years ago and some of them not so
near ifI1 were presspressedcedzed on this pointpoin t
I1 could call the names of sohiebohlesome indi-
viduals in proof of what I1 say we
have not lived up to the privileges
nor kept the laws of god as given
unto us what is the result Is it
not that when we preach these prin-
ciples we preach them in word only
and not in the demonstration of the
power of god certainly not in theSodemonstration and power of eideldex-
ample but with the words of our
lips which proceed not from the
heart and that is not all in thtb
book of mormon it is recorded that
christ commanded the people totd call
upon god in his name morning and
eLevening with their familes similar
instruction is given in the doctrine
and covenants and the same prin
ciple is inculcated in thetha bible god
has said that he will be sought after
by his people and jesus saldsaid that
wee prendren ngn 14 att f

door might be opened unto eg yithat we should seek in order to nflail1and ask in order to recereceiveive A I
yet how many heads of falfarnilles i
the church failfall to meet with tuth elzfamilies to call upon god in teyf my I1

prayer how many saintssainta wlalfrayerthishis duty it is a duty eigwigit lag
word of the lordnord to the saintasaints Qtthey should meet with their fankfazefa
lies morning and evening and ca
upon god in his name this prindr
is part of the gospel it was tattautaught
by the savior on the eastern itM
also on the western continent AM

simple as it may appear it hS atalno

cutely necessary that the latterlatterilatteryiby
saints should come together jnja ti
family capacity and kneeling amoum

the family altar call upon god f
morning and evening

and they need not confine theothem j

selves to morning and evening frai
er forforitit laIs their privilege to enent
into their closets and call upon hmat
in secretssecret that he might reward this
openly

again it is written that god
angry with those who will inrg
acknowledge iliahia hand in all thing
how many of the Lattbattlattererdaydaydav gain
whom god hashash blessed with ttiutin
riches of this worldworlds with housahousek
landsands flocks herds gold and silver
have forgotten to acknowledgeledgeleage hibli
hand in the bestowal of the wealth
they possess and have beenbees blinded
by the gifts conferred upon ulemthelm
and in that blindness have forgotten
the giver having an abundance
the rich are too apt to feel that th
do not havehaver to kneel down and ZIast
god to give them bouehouehouseses and daal
bread for they havebave palaces adianiwealthwealth theythies say we have thihmthe
things we hayohave no needllred to ask f
them nor to thank god for thedathen
for they are ours we have gak
them by our own industry and abakiabi
ityt thus god is left out of tl

4questionquestuykunignibn but chhim said gelfir1I lonion

thernthem that joveiovelove me and those tubai
sew me early shall find me ibmthe
fornoreforee liehe will bebd inquired of by hi
people and he requires that thetie
shall himiminin allailalthineyetteyet we often forget to
him in mercies winwha
the blow of an enemy that babbaa beubea
aimed atounatourat ouroun destruction is wardel
off bv ano wise 66counsel percaleof
the wolyholy priesthood we say uyeuweve
outwitted them we did it ta
circumscribed the cunning
and craft of our enetwe did this and we did that and mv
did the other thing jtit is great
with omesome of ulandvlavia and god iais not ft

by such at auall iberzeer
iaIs too much of amongst
usui I1 am sorry to say

god requires one tenth of our in

crease to be put intohis storehouhod
and this is given as a Btandingstanding law

I1

to ajiall of the stakes of zion arwaalwa
has saidsani that unless all observe thith
law to keep it holy and by thisthia iatilair

sanctify the jandaad of zion unto lihlikhimlhimi
etc that this land shallbhail not betlei
land of zion unto us and yeti

howbow many of us have neglected fet
observe this jaw we profess to tto

lieve it but how many have nelnei
to obey it in full if the ba

viorvier were to come todayto day who wi
judge us not after the sight of to6
eyes neither reprove after the haheil
ing of the ears but with nightrighteoa
ness and with equity and by to
knowledge of eternal truth and thi

balance of eternal justice how nikmadman
would he find who really have I1pu
one tenth of their increase in colCOB

with this law there nV
some people that do it but
you take out thesethebe that do keep tilth
law according to the strict lettjett
and spirit of it you will find that
comparison to the whole they asi

few the people pay a portion
their tithing president young bH

charged themthe peoplePlewithwithofv
paypayinging one tenth of their fithugh
presume that was anaff extreme vielvigvie
1 believe the people are doing bettbelt
than that now atht least but at 60
same time I1 believe that a TTver

large proportion of uaus pay only
portion of the tenth of that
god puts into our hands

nonowkow why do0 I1 refer to the
things I1 leave it to you to conscods
eulious men and women it wod
not become me to say that
jones orbrother smith or01 any oty

individual is theihei person that is I1

linquent iiiin his duty but it
me to speak on the principle ingdgeni

aal terms andiand I1 tbthinkink I1 am very d
the trutruthA in relation to this msomatt
I1 will leave that bof you howege
say in yoursour hearts whether you
anau honest tithing before goc1 I

whether you pay a portion ofafyja
tithing god knows we cannot
ceide him why do we not codscodocw
fully with this law simply be
we lack wisdom faith
ing andancl confidence in the proaproem
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