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Having reached the shore of the
Pacifie, and imagining, probably,
that the beautitul country they had
reached, was the promised land,
they rested awhile from their fa-
tigues, and felt grateful and .satis-
fiel. But the word of the Lonl
came to Nephi:

“Arige, and get thee info the
mountaiti, And it «.ame to pass
thut I arose and went up into the
mountain, and cried unio the Lord.
And it came to pass that the Lord
spake unto e, saying: Thou shalt
construct a ship, after the 1nanner
which I shall show thee, that I may
carry thy people across thesc waters,
And [ said, Lord, whither shall I
go that I may find ere to molten,
that I may muke tools to cunstruct
the shiip after the manper which
thou hast shown unto me. And it
eame to pass that the Iord told me
whither I should ge to find nre that
I might make tools.”? [ Nephi,
xvii: 7-10.

Perhaps there was not another
man-living then upon the earth who
would not have received thig
astounding requirement with won-
dering incredulity, or haughty dis-
dain. And even Nephi might have
staggered ab the seeming impossible
requisition, but for the trying or-
deals he had to pass through, and
the educational ex periences he had
recently received.

If Nephi o any of his company
had ever seen a ship, it could have
been such only as the Egyptiaons
and Pheenicians used. So far as
can be learned frem ancient sculp-
tures, the galleys of the Mediter-
ranean at the dawn of civilization
appear to have been open, and
strengthened by the numerous
benches upon which the rowers sat.
Improvements were introduced very
tardily, and in Nephi’s day, sailing
veascls without oars, were unknown;
and the mariner’s compass, not
having beea jnvented, or its utility
digscovered, snilors could seldom
venlure out of sight of lapd., Ocean
navigation, therefore, six centuries
before the Cliristian ers, was an un-
tried and appalling adventure,

But by the inspiration and guid-
ance of the Lord, a ship was con-
strueted, launched, stored with pro-
visions, and steerved, without loss of
life, to the shores of the new warld,
And this was done by a band of
wenry wayfarers;, destitute of every
comfort and even necessity of c¢ivil-
fzenl life; without an implement or
tool; withiout even a cooking uten-
sil, for they ate their food without
the proeess of cookiog. But they
had for their leader, a man full of
fuith in God, who did not shrink
fromm the stupendous task. He
knew with whom he had to desal;

and, calmly running his t.hought;s|

over the situation, traced his long
list of necessities, hack to the most
primal, and then asked—“Lord,
whither shall T go??’-—not for thn-
hers already cut and shaped; not for
tools even, but for ure that he may
smelt and make the necessary tools,

Of the style ov shape of the wves-
sel, we know no more than we do

,of the ark in which Neah and an

animate world in miniature, sur-
vived the tumultueus surgings of
a drowning world. But the ship
wns successfully piloted by the same
wonderful instruruent which had
conduected the eoleny through the
wilderness.

This instrument has been con-
founded with the modern tmarin r’s
compnss; and those who had ip-
dulged the false conception, have
askedl, how coul. Nephi steer by it
seeing he did not know in what di-
rection the promised land lay?

By refercnce to [ Nephi, xvi: 19,
it will be seeun that one of the spin-
dies of the *'ball of curious work-
manship’’ pointed out the way they
should go; not merely indicating the
north pole, as the compass does.
Hence, when Nephi was deprived
of his liberty, by the crucl treat-
ment of his brothers, *“The coin-
pass which had been prepared of
of the Lord, did cvease to work.”
[ Nep., xviii: 12. But Nephi being
foosed, and taking charge again of
the vessel, the compass workedl
again, and the prophet-captain “‘did
guide the ship” by it toward the
promised land. Verses 21, 22
There wns a clese relation between
Nephi’s faith and the working of
this mechanical guide.

(To be continued.)
Jonx H. KErsoN.
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AFFAIRS IN SAMOA.

Advices froin Apia, dated June
22, via San Francisco, state:

The stearner Algmeda touched
at Apia and took away the
officers and gixty of the men of
the Uhnited Staies fricate Trenion
who were left here when the ateani-
er Stockéor sailed for Ban Francisco
Iast inonth with 450 survivors of the
recent hurrieane. Aduiral Kim-
berly and two staff officers and five
men reraain in Apin.  The ad-

miral stated that the department

had probably issued the orders
under the impression that the Unit-
cd Btates man-of-war Aleré was
here, but ar no Americau war ves-
sel was at A pia now,he did not eare
to abnndon the place entirely. Hun-
dreds of nativesstood on the shore
and gave the Anierican sailors part-
ing cheers.

Quiet hag prevailed at tlie Samoan
Islunds during the past six weeks,
and the political situation of the

y | sailed for
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country has assumed a jeaceful ns-
| pect.

The only svar vessel now here is
the German gunboat Wolf, which
arrived from New Zenland
on June 15th. The Mpsic has gone
to Honolulu for repairs. These two
ships left here for Auckland on May
9th Lut returned a few days later,
the commanders reporting that after
going two hundred miles the Mpsic,
breaking animprovised rudder. be-
came 80 unmanageable that but
slow progress was made. He was
reproved by Admira] Kimberly for
having returned, whercupon the
fortaer asked to e relieved
of his cormmand. The admiral at
once detatched him and ordered
Lieutenant-Connnander Lyon. of
the frenfon, to take command of the
Nipsie. He also ordered the MNepeic
aml Aiert to proceed to Pagopaga at
once, take in coal and again sail for
Auckland. The orders were after-
ward changed, sixl Honolulu was
made the’ (glestinntion of the ships
instead of Auckland. The vesgels
Hounolulu on Juste 1st.
Chief Enginecer G. W. Hali, of the
Nipsie, being ill with dyseutery, was
ordered to Lieon. While waiting
for the steamer, he died. His home
was in By racuse, New York.

Bome time ago Mathafa wrote to
Tamasese expressing a desire for
peace. The latter replied that he
was willing to stop the fighting for
the present, but declined to make
any uegotintion for permanent peace
until the results of the Berlin con-
ference had been learned here. Ma-
taafn abandoned the ifortifications
early in May, sent his inen home,
and moved (v the eastern end of
Apia. 1t is stated that he wished to
show Admiral Kimberly and the
American people that he desired to
doall in his power {o promote peace.
He sald he was ready fo abide by
the de¢ision of the Berlin confer-
ence. Mataafa gave a fenst, to
whieli he ipvited 200 foreign resl-
dents and officers of all nativns, but
no Germans. bataafa made a speech,
thanking Kimberly for bringing
abeut a peacefu) state of affairs,

Most of Tamasese’s men have left
the eanmip and gone heme. Num-
bers of them visited Apia recently
and were uninolested Ly otlier par-
ties. Tt appears impossible for them
to reaeh Auckland before the last
week in May, when severe weather
might be expected on the New
Zealand coast.

’-

Bir Julinn Pauncefote, the new
British minister to the United
Btates, is making himsell acquaint-
ed and is acquiring o koowledge of
American customns and people very
rapidly. Heis a great bibliophile,
and purchiases every rare or odd
volume he secg. This all induces
the New York World to half mali-
ciously remark that he does not pro-
pose to meet the fate of his, prede-
CERROT.

Wit is folly, unless a wise mai
hath the keeplng of it.
y
A good word foru bad one s werth
much nmd cosi little,




