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a sepondary meaning. Itis really a
revelation to Jesus Christ. Accord-
ing to the first verseof the book it is
a revelation which Geod gave to
Jesus Christ in order to show the
servantsof Christ what should soon
come to pass, and through an angel
it was commu nicated to John, who
wns permitted to publish it to the
Baints. The title of the book might
very properly be “The Revelation of
Christ’* rather than that of John,
It is a book profitable to study, for,
in ita own Janguage, “Blessed 18 he
that readeth and they that hear the
words of this pm;i)hecy and keep
those things which are written
therein; for the time is at hand.”
(Rev.1: 8.) It certainly belongs to
that “‘more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in
a dark place, until the day dawn
and the day star arise in your
hearts.”” (2 Peter i: 19.) Being
z;ubl]shed especially for the instrue-
jon and enlightenment of the ser-
vants of Christ, there can be no
truth in the aksertion that the reve-
Intion is imnossible to understand.

WIiIEN WRITTEN.

The revelation i3 generally sup-
posed to bave been written by John
during his exile on Patmos, about
the year 88 A. D. The early fathers
Irenceus and Euscbius refer the book
to the time of the Emperor Domi-
tian; and the earliest traditions sup-
port the view that John, during the
time of this emperor, was exiled tw
Patmos. Many, however, give a
much earlier date to the bouok,

su];]jming that the exile of
John appened  durin the
reign of the Emperor Nero, 67

or 68 A.D. Although this early
date caonot be proved beyond
doubt, yetthe probability is very
strong in favor of it. The very
language of the book indicates an
author who was not yet accus-
tomed to the Greek tongue. The
frequent references to the temple.
the altar, and the sacrifices, strong -
ly favor the supposition that it was
written before the destructign of
Jerusilem, consequently before
Dowitian,

THE FIRST PRINTED EDITION.

It appears that the powers of
darkpess have been very anxious to
corrupt  this book particularly.
When the flrst edition was printed
it was impossible to finda Greek
copy which was not more or less
spuriousor even incomplete. Thelast
chapters were ngw here to be found,
and so the editor had to translate
the Iacking part from the Latin, by
menns of which a very poor text
was obtained. Besides, there is a

Dotable peculiarity in the book. The|

author, when secing an object in a
vision and describing it, oftvn disre-
gards the grammatieal gender, and
makes his adjective or participle
agree, not with the word but rather

with the idea present in his mind at | empire

the time. Bome of the carly copy-
ists, in trauscribing the texts, ap-
paruntly thought it their duty to

correct these apparent anomalies, penetrable mysteries, as p
roduging a very spurious | any of b ¢ ]
not less | It requires alprophetic apirit to com-

thereby p

text. At present, however,
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ure known, some of which are very
apcient, and by means of these
scholars have been able to purify
the text and give it to us, on the
whole, as it was originally written
by Jolin. Kt must be admitted that,
in its original form, ungrammatical
though it be, it cannot be surpassed
in dignity and sublimity of compo-
sition,
DIVISION OF THE BUUK.

Stated briefly, the book is divided
as follows:

Part 1, relating to “the things

which are,” at the time of the writ- |

ing. This part contains the seven
letters to the seven churches, re-
corded In chap. 1, 3. -

Part 2 is the proper prophetical
part of the book, and relates to “‘the
things which shall be hereafter.”?
(Rev. 1, 19). This part contains
the visions of

1, Beven seals.

2. Beven trumpets,

3. Three encmies, Satan, the benst
and the fulse prophet #arring against
God.

4. Beven vials.

5. The three enemies overthirown.

8. The flual triumph of Christ
and the new or heavenly Jerusa-
lem. ‘

The whole has, by the best com-
mentators, always been considered
as one continugus chain of events,
although some are, as is natural in
all historieal narratives, sy nchrono-
logieal. With the eentral objects,
seals, trumpets, vialg, Batan, the
benst, the false prophet, other vis-
jonsare interwoven as intreductory
and concluding scenes, several of
which relate to the Chureh and the
Kingdom of God.

DIFFICULTIES OF INTERPRETATION.

On all sidea it is admitted that the
Revelation is a most diificult beok
to interpret  Its language is chiefly
symbolieal, and when we open its
pages we nre met by a number of
figure-angels, books, beasts, rivers,
cities, mountnina. All thissecems to
be as intelligible as a set of Egyptinn
hieroglyphics. Indecd, the pro-
phetic language generally is hiero-
glyphical, or, more properly still, it is
picture writing, with the pictures
spelled out in wordsinstead of paint-
ed or engraved. This ecreates the
difficulties. A knowledge of this fact

may dlso  furnish  the right
key to the interpretation;
forif it is found that the prophets

invariably use the figures to repre-
sent the similiar events, as they in-
deed do, and If it be understood
that prophetical flgures sometimes
are interpreted by the angels, hy
the seers themselves, or by the
events fulfilling them, then we
know whete to look for a true and
elinble  interpretation. Clearly
enough, if we, for Instance, in a
proplietical ~ book, meet with the
figure of a benst, and find
that this ing Daniel means an
or a woman, - and
that this  elsewhere menns
his Father’s throne, that a virgin

ahould coneelve—all these were im-

rofound ns
hose of the revelation to ns.

thap 93 manuseripts of this book | prehend them.
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The gift of prophecy is one of the
blessed grifts that has o again re-
stored to the Charehof God through
the everlasting Gospel. The pro-
phetical writings should therefore
no longer be sealed books. And
they are not, Through diligent
study of the prophetical language in
general, careful atiention to the
events recorded in history, and with
the help of the “Key* revenled
through Joseph Smith, the Apoca-
{lypse ought to be made quite a8
I&{f&bie as any patt of the Word of

INTERPRETATIONS.

A few instanees how the Word of
God is its own and best interpreter
may herebe given.

In Revu:lations, chr:g. 1, we read
that round about the throne of God
were seen four “beasts’” which con-
tinually glorifled God, together with
theelders. The flrst was like a llon,
| the second like a calf, the third
ltke a man and the fourth like
a flylng eagle. On comparing
this = viston with 4 Musiah 2,
where the camp of Esrael iz de-
seribed, we find a striking resem-
blaneo, an’l feel assnred that the
two—the vision of John and the
formntion of the camp of Isrnel—
had one pattern. ere in the
wilderness we find round about the
Tabernacle, to the east three tribes,
hended by Judah, whose banner
was a Zion; Lo the south three tribes,
headed by Reuben, whose banner
represented n ealf; to the west three
tribes, headed by Epbruim, whose
banper represented a human face,
and to the north three trilws, headed
by Dan, whose banper had a flying
eagle. Upon lurther inguiry into the
signiflcance of this arrangement ob-
served by Moses in the wilderness,
and seen in the heavenly visions on
Patmos, we are told, Doctrine and
Covenants, section 77, & “They
| represent the glory of clusses of be-

fnes in their destined order —ov
sphere of creation, io the enjoy-

ment of their cternal felicity.”” 1u
the wilderness the four heasts, or
rather *iving ereaturcs,” repre-
sented the people of God “marching
on to glory;*’ in the vision of John
they represent glory already ob-
tained. How instruetive, the two

1t together! What the people of

od shull become in eternity they
must already commenee to be here.

In Revelation, chapter 6, we read
that there was & great enrthgquake;
the sun, moon aud stars were
affected
as n serull, while every mou ntain
and island were removed out of

their places, Now, to apply. th]:i n8
| has sometimes been done, literally,
{ and thereby understand a complete
{ destruetion of the universe; con-
trary to the lapguage itself. The
{ ¢ggnra?? fall to the tsearth;?’ the
| heaven “departs,” and yet the
| mountainsg are only «rpmoved?’’ out
{of their place; and after these
things four angels stand on the
|earth and the events go on as be-
fore. Clearly, by the figures em-
ployed, something else is represent-
ed, and what'is that? In Isaiah,
{ chapter xiii: 9, 10, 13, we find al-
most the same expressions: v« For
the stars of the heavens shall mo
more let their lHght shine; the sun

and the heaven departed
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