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OF THE ARMY OF THE
POTOMAC

since the battle fredericksburgof and the
retirement of the array of the potomac to itits
former encarnencampmentmentmelt at falmouth it llahlahesbea3 sofo
ffarar as known emainealne I1 in zatmatstatata quo carcarryingtying
out thetha inactive programme adopted soon
after the organization of the grand army
upon which the hopes of the nation centered

1as the meanameans of effectuallyellec lually putting down the
rebelton in the course of a few months by
conque rinrip

C the seceded states and persuading
the people with force anantI1 arms to return to
their allegiances to and honjihonorbonor and obey the
laws ctof the old federation from which they
had separatedsepaseparraedaled es for the purpose of
establishing a government more congenial to
tttheireirnonotions of i hanban hat estab-
lished ty fathers after g off the
britis yoke

it was believed by not a few after the de-
feat ctcf fredericksburgFredericks birg that the army would
ithergither fall back to washington or move in

somecome other direction with the view of cap-
turingturin 7 the confederate capital at the aarliest
practicable date but it seems that the same
corseco arse has ben taken as heretofore pursued
after fixating a battledbattle jvwhetherhether victorious or
vanquished that is tti remain idle for weeks
and months for reasons which to the world
have never been satisfactorily explained in
thetoe present case there are no doubt good
reasons for the course which is being taken
and the army may remain in its present posi-
tion until spring when some wonderful stra-
tegic movement may be expected mysterious
and grand which will hrinbrinbring0 on another en-
gagementga the result of wwhichmechmich will not bobe
41doubtdoubtfulfuufuM

the hb story of all the wars which havehava
occurred among the inhabitants of the earth
sirce the dispersion fromfroin babel for whatever
p aney may have been com and
carried on does notnut fmfuinanshsh an instance of an
army aaas n and as well appointed as
has been the army otof the po omac ftfromom the
day of its organizations up to the
and particularly when the existence or
fatelate of a nation lidswas supEupsupposedposed to depend upon
its exertions doing so little towards the
accomplishaccomplishmentmen otof the object in view as it
liashas from the filstfust battee of bilibill kunran to the
retreat from P cdeede vicksburgicks burg 1

posinga it have il idis true fought many battles
and whorHOIort seve atal vict loles but none of themthen
have been very deceivedendeJ eiveelve neither havehaie the
marchingmarch inasings8 and counted march ings oeof the vanvari
aubausua divisions an corps the LIbraveryingry andalid dis
c pline of the ti odier nor uhethe stra eglof t e

1

officers of that great army effectedeffected much as
yet towa dado the accomplishaccomplishmentmen of the object

1

forfir chibwhich it waswaa raised arme 1 eequipped and
placed in the fildfi ld what the army of the
Pupotomac tadylady do hereafter towards concorcocqq er-
ining a permanent peace or bringing theibe war
to a closecloses isisuebeyondond gurpurgurkenken

thetile failure 0 accomplish what was ex
p eted of thethle army destined for the capture of
Rrichmondchmend and ttee overthrow of the selfseif con

confederate govgoy arment has been
wrongfully imputed by some to tilethe wintwantwant
energy judjudgementgement skill and ability on the
part of the generalsgeneral commancommandingdim or of ais me
aof them inclining the former general in
chiefchat ahers inne coconsidered the govern-
ment at faifaw t in the premisessegses and that thehe

in the field have been embarrassed in
their loverne tsto by tletie ceders which they
have receivedacelycd fromirom time to time from tilethe
mccre aryay of war and fromflom general halleck
conflicting with wethe plans of operation which
the officers lilill commandcoinfoin inand hadbad devised for the

of cecertainertain desire4 ends
that chaischlissti been the case in luanyloany icsman
ceaces isis nallynal ly true but in our opinion
auall concerned iswithitil fewU
Pie aident down to the lowest coffierer in the
army upon whomhoinboin any special responsibility
las rested have done aas well as they kneykaev
low aridand conducted things as widelywisely audand
energeticallyenergetic alyly as was possible for men to do
under the circumstancescircumstances which have ex
addand that the apparent av rion vf the army
of the potomac to being0 removedr e far away
from the banks of the river fiorafrom which it
derived its name basbaa not been the result ofi 1

cowcomerceerceceices nor of the lack of military sciesclesconcerice
or on thetho part of those to whom has b en
In trustedfd the condicondlconductlct ofot the war or0r the cam
inmandand of the Utroopsroopsaps composing one of ilielile
largest armies ever marshaelmarmir on this con-
tinent within the ierecollection of thethe oldest

ahinhabitantibitantbilant 11 theyney havehive had the prayers
1

and

faithfalth of a majority of the people and the
cergyacray have been ii joined by the rulers to
supplicate the supreme ruler ofot the universeiverse
for favor in the dyd y of the nitnationsnotionsionslons calamity
and for compliancenoncompliancenon on the part of some
their churches hahavehayeive been clocioclosedfied and the re

incarcerated in military sorg
because they did not pray for blessingsblessi upon
the nation it rulers and armies and why
should not all things have been donedoner about i

right under such circumstances if they have
ntn t vi tn iais at fault in the premises

i

THE WARWAK IN NORTH CAROLINA

there has been sinca the first of december
somebome considerablerablerabie moving toio and frfro0 of fedjfed-
eral and confederateConre troops in the eastern
part of north carolina 3333 reported and
some little fightfightinging has been done indicating
that the rebellion is not likely to behe crushed
cutout or put down in the old north state
without the shedding of some boodblood

A battle of some magnitude was fought at
or near kingston orron the and of
december between a federal force number-
ingp according to the confederate statement
fifteen thousand men under gen foaterfooter as-
sis ed by nine gunboatsgunboats which ascendedasce
neuse river and a confederate forcfore under
gen evangevans of about the samesama punumberulberniber as
stated in gen fosters official report with
twenty pieces of artillery gen foster was
victorious but the enemy aaas reported fought
bravely and contested every inch of the
ground as they fell back before the over-
whelmingwh elming force of the yankees

gen foster left newborn with his com-
mand on the lihlah for kingston but in conse-
quence of the bad state of the roads he did
not reach the place of his destination until
the anticipating0 hlahia com n 01 general
evans hadbad posted a strong forc esome distancedis
out on the road on which gengei rosterfoster waswag ap-
proachingpreachingpro aching where the battle commedomme reed on

I1

the and resulted on that day accordiaccordingnr
to general evans reportreports after ten hourshoura
haidbaid repulsedeot0 the yankees

1

I1i
who fell back to thear gunboatgun boatsboat for prot action

the federal account of fietho battle
that the eimy were posted fnan an alnut im-
pregnable position but by a heavy artillery

in front and an infantry ass atilt on each
flyak gen fosterroster succeeded inii routingroutine them
with but litfit iele loss

gen foster as seatedslated advanced again on
the mo ninninghing of the 14 and fouldfound the eenemynemy
posted in a position where 6bee could not bring
hishi s artillery to bearbeat upon him adadvantageouslyvanta
and the fighfightlintin L had to bsbe done mostly with
in antry the confederates were drivencriven from
their position after fighting6 bun 0 several hours and
fell back towards ringkingstonton andaud made an un-
successful attempt to burn thothe bridga leading
toito the town failing in which part of their
forces retreated totowardswarts lVveedonsdo and the
balance took the road to G Id for which
place gen foster took up hishid line of march
on the intending to capture the town and

i drive the Conconredefeiletetie ates from thence or take
them prisoners

from the details of thethae battle which have
been publishpublishedpubliaheihelei it appears that there were
other causes thantian bad forfoi the army un-
der gen fosterfooter being so much longer than
wawas expected in m archi ii t from to
kingstorfKingxing storistol as the marmir h is represented foto have

I1
been one continued geriesseries of fights and skir

rolsmolsroishingbingD 3 in which the confederate loss was
1

heavy in killed and
I1

wounded as reported
but with their usual googooibooiI1 luck the federal

1088
I1
lossoss from the time they left nebern un ilif
the evacuation of I1kingstonUng ston did not exceed

I1

one hundred and hittyfifty men a very stall num-
ber inde d considering the severity of the
fifightingatin in which every division brigadebrigades
regiment and bat is said to have cov-
ered itself with glorylory and several regimentsft
after exhaustingexhausting th ir ammunition charged
upon tilethe enemy wi h their bayonets doing
great execution it seems marvmarcellousmarvellousellous that
fifteen thousand descendants of ta hugenottHugenots i

las unskilled in the art of shoonshootingfig at long
mo aaas hey are generally rep to be

t could have fohtfought aoso lonloo and fiercelyfiercey without I1

killingkilli rf morem ore men than reportedportedre
after cossinc mg9 the gen revansvans fell

back accoarcoarcoria 0too Southera accounts about
betenseven milesnailes before the overwhelming force ofoithe invaders contesting fiercelyfierce ly every foot of
ground aniani then awaited reinforcement q

1

which shortly began to0 arrive in great nuin
barsbera seventeen thousand men were reported
at goldsboroughGolda borough on the with regiments

constantly arriving and gen smith waawas
in command therhereewaswas confident of hisbis ability
to huldbold the fedePedefederalsralsrais in check and ultimately
drive them back to the seaboard without more
troops which as reported were on banibanabanditif
neederneeded it is stated that gen lee bentsent word
to gen smithS mithnith that if necessary hshe could
send hm thirty thousand men from rich-
mond

notwithstanding thetho greatness of theshe force
which the enemy b asted iff having at Ggolds-
boro

ld11

and vicinity subsequent accoaccountsants stateate
thattpatbat gen fosterposter captured the place an I1I1 then
retired to newbern which needs confirma
tionlion as reporters generally state when circlr
cutristances do not seem jo favor rumors
put in circulation for effect as has too often
been thetha case during the existing internecineinternedne
war

oberother ceplo ts of thehe federal forces are re-
ported along thith seacoastsea coast in virginia and
north and nouh carolina both on land and
water but so little has been made known
concertinconcerning them that no definite statement
can be made as to their importance although
it is safe to infer that wetha war iaa progressing
in that region as rapidly as it can under the
circumstances which control it yet it cannot
be presumedd that any very important events
have transpired in that region having a tertea
dency either to produce peacepace or prolong0 the
warwa r

SOUTHsouthwesternWESTERN wailwait kewNEW

there has been but little known for a longiong
time concertinconconcerningcernin the oneoperationsrations of the federal
and confederate armiesaricdes in kentucky tenne
see and adjoining states and what the two
hundred thousand federal soldiers supposed
to be in that part oeof the country were
doing after the re irelrerantmant of the confederates
from kentucky totd the south side of the cum-
berland mountainmountains last fall was a raastery

I1

nonanone coull satisfactorily solve within th
last few weeks hohoweverholevervever hasbaa bernbeeri
some intelliirenceence received fromfrotarnofro ta that parpart 0or
the world indicating11 that theoe war hasteenhas beenbeertceen
progressing very steadsteadilyityliy that destruction
and desolation have been visited dpnup the Ppeo-
ple oa01of those states to a great extent of late1 te
and that there araare no more signs of peace
there than in virginia ard other saed on the
atlantic coast

the state 0of affairs in rengkent uc 71 especially
in the southsouthernfrn portion of the state is rerepre-
sented

I1jg
to be mstmyat deplorable the ciciti-

zens
tl

of many counties havelave been visited by
i bands of guerrillas who h ve taken fromfrona thetl
people all their stock provisions and cloth-
ing leavinleaving them destitute 0 the means of

D tach meatsments of bonfe ferate
have within two or three weeks

made exexcursionscursionaslona in different parts of0 dihethe statestale
causing as reported much alarmalarms the innabiiniabiabl
tantstanta fearingfearin that another general raid would
be made bbyy the enemy overrunoverrunningnini the councoun-
try as before tuetae western counties beesee to
have been greatly annoyed by tha incursionsincur siona
of the confederatesconfederates and manmanyy of the union
ests lettleft their homes and fled to cairo and other
places for safety thetoe objectact of0 these raidraids
iain reported to have been the procurement of
provisions

the state of 1tennesseeI ennesserenn essee hishia rece velrel con-
siderablesiderable attention fromfro tu the confederates
within the last month and they hive been
concenttaconcconcentraentraining largle bodies of troops there
especially in the vici ofor nashville and
several are reportreportedod to have taken place
ooma resulting in favor of thetho federal and
others in favor of the confederate arms in
the western part of the state between the
tennessee and mississippi rivers the enstry
llaliahas made several demonstrations destroying
the railroadsrailroads an I1 capturing several placeslaces in-
cludingciudin Trentrentontn amount of property
destroyed by them Isi said to have been imini
mense several enengagements are reported to
have tal-entaken place mostly iiresellingsriI1 biting in favor of

at latest dates troops were being
bentsent thenethere in sufisufficient numbers totok etteiteithercitherher bag
the confederates or dr ve them out of the
conniry gen divisrivis lettleft co umbra on the
morning of thetha 22 is with an army of beveralseveral
thousand men for that purposepurposeposs

0 the lohof15 of december it was reported
that a confederateerate force of about forty tthou-
sand

hou-
sand was between nasfiville and
brobiro andaad about deventseventyy thousand ina thetha
sate greatly emboldened by their rerecentcent suc-
cesses jeejeff davigdavis who haslas been visiting
Teantennesseeessee and the gulf is reportelreported to
havehaire made a speech at al M oilon

the urgingargi DS vigorous measures fortor the
prosecution of ahethe war and d claring thitthat
tennessee must be held by the confConfederateedera tessa

1 at all hazards some big battles are anticipa-
ted

1

in the vicinity of nashville before long
gen rosecrans is said to be very confident of
hishia ability with the forces under hishia command
to vanquish the enemy and genggena Jlalinsoninson
and polk are eq bally sure of success when
can get ia chance tofilato feht1at the yankees which

I1 timythey asaa represented much desire
there has nothing been permitted to be pu-

siH hed for a ionlonlongiong time 1in relation to gen Lme
mississippi expedition and but

little is known concerning the movementsmove mants ocof
gen grant it is understood that he hasbaa
been operating some lutlelutte against the con
federates tinderunder gengon bragg in the vicinity of
holly Springs miss but so far as reported
there has not beenimen much fighting done thetha
heavyhedvy rains having rendered it I1impossible to
movimove an army with any landraNdrapidityIty and it was
announced about two weeks since that im-

mediate advance was anticipated grantsGran ls
headquarters were at oxford at latelatestt
dates with the enemenemyy not far distant

A recent repart states that the Confederateconfederatesa
have retaken holly springsprinP and news from
that quarterqiq laiterarter is lookeb for wt h rau cla iateres

I1I1

miscellaneous NEWS ITEMS

thetile navy of the united states before thetho
commencement edthec the presenpresent war kasnotwaswab nobnot
very effecteffectiveve aceaccording to mrair welles re-
port when he enferd uponup the discharge of
his duties as secretarySecreta rj of the navy there were

only forty two vessels of all kinds in commis-
sion aridand seven thousand aix bundredhundred seamen
in the pay of the government most of thetha
vesselsbesses were in distant waters and on tha

breaking out of the war there were not moreeore
than two hundred men in the ports andanti
receiving shipsI1 to man hethe vessels and protect
the government navy yards and depots
since then by construction lahdabd purchase the
government has afloat andand in progress of
completion ourfourOUT hundredbundred and twenty seven
vessels carrycarryingmg thirty two hundred and sixty
aigist guns of which th ceie hundred abdaid
twenty three are seam vesveavermsisi

A tremendous galegaie lais reported to havehava
occula at aspinwall ald alonaionelong thethil
the last of november which prevailed for
three das duin muchmach damage to shipping

the citizens of minnesota who suffeiedsuffered fi
much from the effects of the indian war latitt
t fallalt are representrepresented eJ as haba virg been axce ingy
alerce to the indians who were tried by ai
military commission and sentenced to bebet

shot receiving any mersy at the hindhi nd of the
presidentdeit an attempt was made aboutat out the
first of december by a company of about onaones

hundred and fifty memen to b ealecafe into the camp
whvh re thitheyy were confined infit order to put
them to dab but were from
carcarryingcarrein cut their intentions by the guarda
who captured the entire party they were

paroledparolel ass prison epacis
of war seemingly to allay thoth
the president directed as pr report that
about forty 0f ththe cocondemned I1 mho
were designated gomesome supposed to have berbet
the most guilty should be hung which may
and may notot bo satisfactory to the enraged
settlers

onoa the 17 h dinst the president nom n ted
calebbalea B smith secretary of the interior to
be julge of the district cruet of bethe united

for indiana weichi thetuo
senate confirmed

oaoil the night of the nov 21 men of the
mainealaine artillery deserted from Ne Aberi
N CU in a sailboat taking with them their
muskets cutlassescut lasses and pistols

it iaIs statslat d that one of the ten confederate
prisoners executed by of mcneil at
palmyra mo nov lath hadahad a wife and sevensever
children depend erit upon lIilslislisis dallydaily labor tntv
suu port afungA oung man knowingLknono ing the condi-
tion of the family offered himself asaa a bubsubi
stoutebt tute for the husband and father was
accepted and was one ofot the ten who haq
shatebat

1 bourt of keynov
11 bh says that another steamer for the Concoffetfet
era eaes is about to be launiaunlaunchedched d ascribedscribed aaas

i beingbang one of the fastest ataldaidd most beautiful
1

fitelitesteamersamers evereser built at liverpool ilerher pates
areara ofor isteesteel atily oneoue thirty sixth ot an enrix
iiilit s suebe will be about tonatells
burthen it12 ft leep 30 ft brainbain aiaaiuaid ftfl

is18 expectexpectedtd flom the af
her build auddud the power of0 beglex
engine that she will be ahleablea hie to teamleam tteitthi
waidowaida of twenty knotsknob anaid bourhour

k


