
THE DESERET
of the great gad and may it there remain until
the whole fabric is completed and may the
same be accomplished speedily that the saints
may have a place to god and the son
of man have where to lay uishis head

the southwestsouth west cornercomer stone was next
laid by don carlos smith presiding over
the high priests the northwestnorth west corner
was laid under the direction of the
beephigh council and the northeastnorth east by
bishop newel K whitney representing
the priesthood

this was a time of rrejoicing by the
saints the conference lasted five days
and the prophet cheered the hearts of
theakepeopleeople with comforting speeches

the work now progressed rapidly
eighteen stone cutters were dressing the
rock for the building A general tithing
record was opened and donations came
in freely faithful elders went into the
woods to obtain the necessary lumber
it is worth while mentioning that the
sisters took a prominent part inin con-
tributing cash to the funds on the
suggestion of hyrum smith they were
solicited to donate one cent a week imdand
responded so promptly that large sums
of money came in in this way

in the fall of 1841 a baptismal font was
built in the basement of the temple the
prophet describes this in the following
terms the baptismal font is situated in
the centre of the basement room under
the main hall of the temple it is con-
structedted of pine timber and put to-
gether of staves tongued and
oval shaped sixteen feet long east and
west and twelve feet wide seven feet
high from the foundation the basin four
feet deep the of the cap and
base are formed ofbeautiful carved work
in antique style the sices are finished
with panel work A flight of stairs on
theahe north and south sides leading up and
down into the basin is guarded by side
railing the font stands upon twelve
oxen four on each side and two at each
end their heads shoulders and fore legslegi
projecting out from under the font they
are carved butofout of pine plank glued to-
gether and copied after the most beau-
tiful five year old steer that could be
found in the country this font
was built for the baptisms for the dead
until the temple shall be finished when
a more durable one will supplyI1 its place 11

the first person officiating foror the dead
in this font was reuben mbrideM bride several
miraculous cures from diseases followed
the observance of the sacred rite
strengthstrengtheningenin the ffaithaith ofbf the saints

on the 28aothtg of october 1842 the work
was so far advanced that meetings could
be held in the temple and the following
sunday apostle john taylor addressed
a congregationcongregation there on may af 1843
the propprophetet preached on which occasion
the sacrament was administered to the
saints the emblems being bread and
water for the first time

the martyrdom of joseph and hyrumH rum
delayed the work for some time lutbut it
was soon recommenced and notwith-
standing all difficulties the capstone was
laid on may 24 1845 about 6
a in there was a large concourse of
saints present president brighamham
young laid the stone after ahilwhich he
said

the last stone is laid upon the temple and
I1 pray the almighty in the name of jesus to
defend us in this place and sustain us until the
temple is finished and all have got our endow-
mentsirnents

the congregation then shouted
hosannaHos annal Hoshosannaannal hosanna to godgoa

and the lamb amen amen amen
and amen 1 I

in the fall of 1845 a meeting was held
in the temple attended by five thousand
people and it was dedicated so far as
now completed to the lord as a monu-
ment of the saints liberality fidelity and
faith

during the months of december 1845
and january 1846 many saints received
their endowments and although the
exodus commenced in february 1846
the work of finishing the building pro-
gressed

on april soth it was dedicated
privately on account of the persecutions
odtheof the mob and this being done the
saints fled across the river to join their
brethren in exile

the history of the nauvoo temple
from this time is a sad one like the
temple of solomon it was the object of
repeated acts of vandalism the mob
took possession of it and profaned it in
various ways in november 1848 it
was set fire to and in a few minutes it
was wrappedenwrappeden in flames the following
graphic description in the history of
hancock county reminds the reader
somewhat of josephus on the destruc-
tion of jerusalem

it was a beautiful night and about 3
inin the morning fire was discovered inin the

cupola it had made but little headway
when first seen but spread rapidly andand inin a
ververy

lame
short period the lofty spire was inin a mass

of flame shooting high inin the air and illuminat-
ing a wide extent of country it was seen for
miles away the citizens arrived but nothing
could be done to save the structure it was
entirely of wood except and nothing
could have stopped the progress of the flames
in two hours and before the sun dawned upon
the earth the proud structure reared at so
much cost an anomaly inin architecture and a
monument of relireligiousous zeal stood with four
blackened and smokingefing walls only remaining

A dreadful tornado swept over the
country in may 1850 and tore down
what remalremainedned of the walls the rock
was soon hauled away in all directions
it is said that almost every state in the
union has now one or more odtheof the stones
that once were laid in the walls of this
temple and that some have even found
their way to europe

the nauvoo temple was built of light
reygrey limestone and was feet infenbength9th 88 feet in width and 65 feet
from floor to roof the tower was
feet the amount expended on the
building exceeded one million dollars

the st georgeeore temple
at a council held in st george on

january 31 1871 president brigham
young proposed to build a temple in
this place and the proposition was
unanimously sustained the dedication
of the temple block took place on no-
vember ath the same year on this
occasion president brigham young took
a shovel in his hand and pointing to a
stake which had been alivendriven into the
ground said

immediately under thisthi stake and inin the
foundation will be placed a stone containing
sacred records and immediately over it when
the building is completed will be placed
another stone containing the record of the
temple

he then said
1 I now commence by moving this soil inin the

name of israels god
after some further ceremonies the

peoplesope joined in shouting hosanna to the
lord

the same day in the afternoonafterafternoonsnoot
work of excavation commenced E
M sanders of st george plowed
first furrow in the ground

the first rock in the foundation
laid on march io10 1873 and on janu
i1 1877 the building was solemnly ded
citedbated to the lord president
young presiding on the ath oftof
same month the administration of
holy ordinances commenced

on august irth 1878 the buildbudd
was struck by lightning and slurfligl
dandamagedaged but it was soon again
paired

the st george temple is feetfee
inches long and 93 feet 4 inches wi
the height from the surface of
ground to the top of the parapet is

feet it is surmounted on the east e
with a tower having a square base w

octagon shaped dome
the quantity of rock in the buildtbuild

is estimated at tons one mill
feet of lumber is used for it

there are ii i rooms in the basem
the main room above the basementbasemen
99 feet by 78 feet

the baptismal font is of iironon all
weighs with the oxen and stestepss is
pounds it cost alnand was donaon
by brigham young the cost of
whole building is estimated at boo

the doiran temple
the ground was dedicated on

ieth 1877 at a special conference vrtri
dent brigham young presiding it is1

beautifulfuT spotspat commanding a asplen
view of a rich country and numernume
settlements

on the of september the ccor0
stones were laid under the directsdirections0 is
the apostles john taylor Mwilai

fl george Q cannon
younyoung albert carrington and dandai
H ailswells were present thousandsthousand
people gathered from far and near
witness the exercisesexercises

at 12 a procession was fornforin
under the direction of george Q caC
non and proceeded to the southsoutheesate

corner stone president john raylfa
here made a brief speech alluding tet
angly to the death of president
young the stone was then laid by th
master mason assisted by the apost
and patriarchs franklin D richarricha
offered plprayerplayerayer the southwestsouth west corncor
stone was laidfaid by the presiding bishopbish
assisted by the president of the lessles
Pristpriesthoodhood and the bishops odtheofthe stakesta
bishop edward hunter addressed
assembly and bishop leonard W harhai
offered prayer the northwestnorth west cor
stone was raid by the president of
high priests quorum assisassistedted by pr
dent moses thatcher wm B prest
the presidency of the logan stake alli
other stakes george L farrell aniadesnai
a brief address and moses thatcher
offered prayer the northeastnorth east cornercor
stone was laidfaid by the first presidentspresident of

the seventies assisted by the presidentspreside
of the elders quorums A P rockro
wood made an address and hracehorac S
eldredge offered prayer

several brief addresses were madenia
and the ceremonies were brought tto
close

on may irth the temple was dedicateddedica of
in the presence of a large gathering
saints the presiding priesthood werew
seated according to their reapedtile
callings president taylor offered the
dedicatory prayer among the speakjadwere president george Q cannoncannon s


