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ITS USUAL STYLE

downtowndown town advocate of absolute
suppression and subjection of every-
thing and everybody pertaining to

mormonism in its bigoted zeal
sometimes negneglectsleets to compare its
own statements with a view to that
certain concordance which journal-
ism is supposed to maintain and thus
illustrates with almost every issue how
plain a case a wilfwilfulua prevaricator al-
ways makesagainst himself if let alone
it reminds one of the adage that I1 liars
should have good memories 11

and to this we will addaad
that if they expect to escape detection
their memories should be constantly
on theiuthe oui viveve the organ referred to

few daysclays the temerity to say
ipin speaking of the persecutions for

unlawful cohabitation going on
and particularly the case of apostleapostal
snow

he has practiced the crime for more
thanno forty years he has openly
preached it torfoi more than thirty years
in that respect by precept and example
he has done more harm than any one
man living withwita perhaps three cr four
exceptions the edmunds act became
a law four years ago no man inor out
of the mormon church ever up to the
time of hisbis arrest had heard of any
change in his domestic relations when
arraigned hebe declaredardd that hebe had only
lived with one wife since the passage
of the law and tha a plural wife themormon press declare that it is an in-
famous thing that the court did not
sweptaccept that statement and hold that
the law had not been violated the
dullest mind will see at a glance that
had the court so held there would
never have been another conviction for
the crime with which he was charged I1

ltit apostle snow has practicedtractpracticediced the
crimecrlnw for forty years bee did so for

thirty six years before it had an ex-
istence as an entity in criminal affairs
it it were worth while to bandy words
with so depraved a sheet for it never
ascends to the plane of argument we
would call on it to define how a social
transaction which is not a menace to
life limb or property can be a crime
vailiuntil it is made one by law and then
when it is erected into an artificial
offense how tois it that the great charter
of the country can be ruthlessly
brushed aside at the behest of a cheap
judgeadge or an unprincipled editor andINthe newly made offense be given a
retroactive application the organ

esses to be so determined an upprofessesolder of the law such a sticklerstickier for
obedience to every requirement and
yet it refuses to consider or to
permiterwalt its allies to considerthethe fundamental law but hangs
on to technical constructions
of questionable statutes by partisan
judges as though they comprised the
whole question herein is a specimen
of avoidance of fact arrogance ig-
norance fanaticism and hate com-
bined such as could scarcely be found
elsewhere it is one of those mon-
strositiesties which have become so fre-
quent hereabout thatt they no longer
create surprise

no man in or out of the mor-
mon church ever up to the time of
his arrest had heard of any change in
his domestic relations this is a
falsehood pure and simple the evi-
dence showed to the there
are plenty of people who had heard to
that effect within the time stated
truth veracity honor are all set
aside mens oaths count for naught
their uninfluenced and disinterested
statements go for nothing with this or-
gan and its henchmen in their ungodly
raid in their splenetic frenzy to con-
trol everything or destroy it they will
acceptt of but one conconditiontion from the
deoppeoplee they are hounding and that is
one which makes marriage vows as

dicerdicera oaths I1 I1false as s
had the court so held there would

never have been anotnanotherer convictionfo
the crime with which he was charged
just so and in order that there
might be such convictions the court
so held in other words if the law
will not fit the crime the crime must
be made to fitat the law this is a feat
easy of accomplishment by those who
find the crime existing in tuethe shades of
the past when there was no law at anall

further on the same article says
I1 there are plenty of evidences that

lorenzo snow did not in fact change
one iota from his regular course A31 life
upon the passage of the law allali that
he did was to devise a plan which he
believed would baffle the court and
defeat the law

there were also plenty of evidences
the other way but as long as the de-
fendant had to be convicted they did
not seem to count it is only such
evidences such law and such interpre-
tations as tend to produce the desired
result Ahathat are wanted and in the
last sentencetence of the above paragraph
knavery is united to mendacity the
usual benefit of construing an accused
personsdersons acts in the most favorableightlight which obtains in courts and
journals elsewhere is set aside here
and the absolute fact that such person
toIs living atas more in conformity with
the law as his understanding suggests
and hishi circumstances permit which
in other places would secure acquittal
is here a plan to baffle the court and
defeat the law 0 christianity civil-
ization and law if you are indeed rep-
resented aullonly by such exponents as the
organ and itst allies assuredly your

1 cueral has been delayed too long I1

NOT A RAPID PROCESS
THOSE who are so jubilant over the
proposed constitutional amendment
expecting great anti mormon re-
sults right away as a consequence have
a peculiar faculty for drawing comfort
from frail premises or else are lament-
ably ignorant of political methods inia
this country in the first place the
proposed amendment must go through
congress and as there is matter
deemed otof more consequence in
the shape of the appropriation
bill and the fishery question
before that body just now the chances
for action this session are slim cer-
tainly it cannot go through immediate-
ly and the prospects are that it may
go over till next session which being
a short one ending on the ithath of
march may be unable to bother with
it atallat all in the pressureoresDressure of other mat-
ters of more immediate concern to the
country at large and the solons indi-
vidually the neati congress which
meets a year from next decem-
ber will be composed of dif-
ferent materials in some re-
spects at least and enough long-
headed unprejudiced men may find
their way into it to leaven up the lump
of bigotry upon which many of the
members are now feeding and it may
be that in the midst of it all at anany
point a power which is not couconsultedconsultsult
as a rule by politicians may change
the tenor of their purposes and the
character of their dreams but sup-
posing the worst should come that
the sixteenth amendment should be
rushed through under the whip
and spur of public necessity
and sussuspensionbension of rules what then
it would then be given to the states of
the union for their action each one
voting on its adoption or rejection
separately through their respective
legislatures these bodies would take
action in and by themselves unless 1

congress ordered it submitted to the
popular vote the latter being a ques-
tion involving considerable more delay
than if the legislatures them-
selves acted as elections for
a conventconventionlo would have to
be called and held but in either casecase
the delay would be considerable as iif
the legislatures themselves acted
many of them would not convene for
at least a year after the submission
and would not certainly act upon the
new amendment the first thing then
then when three fourths of the states
had been heard fjon as voting affirma-
tively everything being certified up to
the state department the secretary
thereof would issue his official mani-
festo declaring the new birth
a part of the household and then per-
haps many of the states would not act
during the first session of their lelegis-
latures

gisI1
following the submission

others might not act at all and a few
might vote in the negative and thus
the necessary three fourths of the
sisterhood be found wanting for a long
time if not altogether

usurpation AND CRUELTY
on friday under the title of how
can we have confidence we showed
clearly that certain officials here hadbad
made judicial constructions perform
the functions of wished for special
anti mormon lelegislation the sub-
ject has been more or less frequently
ventilated in these columns but it will
bear a good deal of probing7 and punc-
turing it can be pursued a good deal
furtherfarther and the proposition proved to

a demonstration
in the earlier stage of the present

anti mormon crusade judge zane
was in the habit when a victim was
before hamnh m to be sentenced
for unlawful cohabitation of
expressing poignant regret that
the punishmentnish ment prescribed by
the egunusedmunds lw was not heavier
this manifestationinfestationifestation of benevolent grief
that filled the sympathetic soul of tthis
kindly disposed official cropped out
notably in the case of parley P pratt
who had plead guilty to the indictment
found against him of course it would
have been cruel to have left this phil-
anthropic official in such aa abyss of
grief the effect on his constitution
mental and physical might have been
permanently injurious But the difficulty
was easily surmountable with such an
able unscrupulous and subtle rescuer
at hand as the mild mannered mr
dickson

the judge himself had manufacturedan obstacleacre that stood in the way of a
construction that would effectually
obliterate his own sorrow by the sim-
ple expression of his personal grief at
the paucity of the punishment he
made it plain that he himself knew that
the maximmaximumam penalty was six months
imprisonment and jinefine this
would have been a formidable barrier
to the application of the elastic pro-
cess of construction to other men burbuff
not so to him the prosecuting attor-ney invented the segregation process
by which the penalty can as easily be
made imprisonment for life and a
linefine that would require a coll for
tune to pay as that specifically de-
fined by the law and chief justice
zane whose judicial backhandedback handed
agility has probably seldom been
equalledequal led and surely nevernever surpassed inthe annals of jurisprudence accepted
of the Dickso nian theory he adopted
it with as much ease as he usually
rules during the trial before himhim of a

mormon the objection 0off tthee
prosecution isig sustained object

tion of the defense overruled
the ultra liberal construction was
cancaught up by the judges
of the other districts and re echoed
in idaho mr dickson being the foun-
tain of the judicial diabolism while
that gentlemans ability especially
displayed as cone octor oilof extraordi-
nary constructions may be a subject
of admiration the fact that it should
be prostitutedprostitutes to such demoniacal uses
is equally a subject for regret if he
had a drop of the milk of numan kind-
ness even if it were so infinitesimal
as to be barely susceptible of
being seen by the aid of a pow-
erfulerful microscope tuetae scene presentedpreseated
on wednesday last in the first district
court at ogden when men who were
serving out a term in the penitentiary
were sentenced to another for the same
offense would fill nimaim with remorseful
shame

but the leading point we now eluci-
date is not ththe mere fact of the
strained changeable and elastic con-
structions placed upon the law by ot01
ficiala claiming to be kind tae feature
now insisted upon as monstrous is that
the character of those constructions is
such that they are made to
do the duty of special enactments
tile official usurpersusurpers in utah have in
their endeavors to crush an honest
peoplegoPae practically exercised powers
thatbat are claimed only for and by con-
gress while it is questionable whether
it even belongs to the latter

when such men put on an air of in
because their cruel

ties are published to the world the
bublsublimeime point of effrontery is over
topped

AN OPPORTUNE DISCOVERY
THE hawaiian gazette of april
contains an announcement of the death
of mr L L rice whose name has fig-
ured prominently in connection with
the notorious spaulding story it will
be remembered that professorprof assor fair-
child of oberlin college while on a
visit to mr rice in the sandwich
islands induced him to hunt among
the old papers brought by the latter
from ohio where he hadbad been an edi-
tor for the purpose of finding some-
thing in regardga to the slavery question
and that the old manuscript found 71

which was written by solomon spaul-
ding was discovered

it was the identical manuscript
which dr hurlbuttHurl buit obtained from
mrs davidson dings remarriedmarriedre
widow on the supposition that it
formed the basis of the book of mor-
mon and that did not read as was ex-
pectedkited and so passed out of mr
howeowe WVwas to have published it if it
ausuitedcited mr rice and his partner suc-
ceeding mr howe in the printing
business this with other papers fell
into their hands and when mr rice
moved to the sandwich islands it was
taken there with other effects the
manuscript isnowis now in oberlin college
and an attested copy will soon be
published from the office of the
DESERET NEWS verbatimver batum with all its
errors and erasuresera and it will be
seen how much resemblance it has to
the book of mormon

the sudden death of mr rice nonot
long after the resuscitation of ththe
manuscript and his unimpeachable
testimony concerning it makes its
production appear quite providential
we recognize tue hand otof the lord in
its opportune discovery for it effeffectu-
ally

actu
puts the quietus on the silly story

that connects in the public mind the
spaulding story with the sacred re-
cord translated by the gift and power
otof god bestowed on the great prophet
of meattic nineteenth century the ga-
zette gives the following account of the
demise of arricemr rice

mrair L L ricebice father of mrs J M
whitney died suddenly on the morn-
ing of the 14 the deceaseddeceased gentleman j

has resided daughter since
and his venerable figure was well
known about ourstreets

mr rice was born in otsego co Ny in 1801 when a young man he be-
came a printer and after following the
business some time in new york city
he removed to ohio in 1830 and re-
mained their for nearly 50 years
in ohio he was a prominentprom ment figure in
the politics of the state occupying at
various times the position of editor
and also that of state printer he wasan ardent advocate of total abstinence
which cause he championed with both
pen and tongue he was also before
the war strongly opposed to slavery
and published an antislaveryanti slavery paper
sympathy is felt for dr and mrs
whitney in their bereavement

A newfangledNEW construc-
tion oab THE LAW

exic of the why mormonscormonsMormons
who go to prison and remain in prison
for their religion will not make a
promise which the utah courtscourts seek to
extort from them is the uncertainty
that attends the meaning of that
promise it has been demonstrated
time and again that obedience to the
law as construed by the courts hasihas
no settled signi cation the courts
have changed iliethe meaning of the law
more than half a dozen different times
A promise to obey the law as construed
by the courts given a year ago has a to- j

tally different signification todayto day and
the meaning of it in the third district
is different to its inemeaninganing in the
first district THUS a defendantdefendant is
not only required to promise to obey
the law but to be subject to the whims
of judges who change their interpre-
tations at will and who differ from
each other in their arbitrary construc-
tions

to meet this objection judge pow-
ers has attempted to explain his latest
views on the subject ofof unlawful co-
habitation and his dictum as to
what a mormon with plural wives
must do in order to obey the law
is triumphantly waved before the
world as proof that when the

mormonscormonsMor mons I1 complaincomplalp of the indefinite-
ness of these constructions they do
so without a cause and are therefore
deserving only of merciless and per-
petual punishment that is toe sub-
stance of an argument iuiti the organ of
the conspirators todayto day let us see
what I1itt is worth

the judicial manifesto of orlando
W powers was issued on wednesday
the prisoners in the penitentiary who
declined to make promises for one
reason on account of the indefiniteness
ofef thethea laws construction were all
incarcerated before the promulgation
of tilethe powers ultimatum How then
can their statement be properly de-
nounced as a false plea how can
an objection as to indefiniteness
made on tuesday be classed as

utterlylatterly false because of an attempt
at a definition on wednesday and
further what assurance have we
that a construction made in the firstjudicial district will hold good in the
third when the opinions of the
jujudgesd 1in ththeetwotwo districts have pre-
viouslyvio sy ididisagreedagreed astiand seeing that
thetherer hhaveave bbeene so many variations up
to date how do we know that the latestpowers manifesto will last any longer
than till the time when a lease with
some new features is developed the
uncertainty is not removed by a new
edict ffrombonx the bench there is noth-
ing to bind it as a settlement of the
question who can say for certain that
this definition will not be withdrawn
at some not distant period as the
opinion in the cannon case was with-
drawn by a far higher court

but let us examine this wonderfulwondernal
explanation definition interpretation
or whatever it maymav be called the
case was that of ambrose greenwell
the well known butcher of ogden city
he was indicted twice for unlawful
cohabitation he plead guilty to both
indictments although they were for
the same offense when asked to make
the required promise irehe declined say-
ing anything about the future pressed
by the court to further remarks he
said he married his wives twenty seven
years ago and they had borne him
twenty seven children he could not
agree to repudiate them now he was
rreadydy to receive whatever might be
passed upon him judge powers then
as reported in the biganorgan aforesaid
proceeded to remark as follows

julifif you were to receive what the
judgedge wishes personally it would be
upon receiving from you assurance

1 that you would obey the law to
suspend sentence in your cases
the court is aware that in most
things you have been a most excel-
lent man the court is aware that in
this community you have a large circle
of friends at the same time that has
given you additional influence among
your neighbors and the people would
say if so good a man as greenwell
can violate the law why cannot others I1

you continued this violation of the
law after you were aware that tilethe law
was being enforced by the government
you have in other words determined
by your conduct notwithstandingstanding what
the law says notwithstanding what
your country may say to be your own
judge and do as you please that you
can continue to violate it and you
cannot make a promise to the court
this morning whether you will live
within the law or not I1 wish you
might I1 wish you would say to the
court I1 henceforth I1 will live with
my legal wife I1 will not hold out my
unlawful wife to the world as a wife

I1 see by a statement from those now
in the penitentiary that they say they
are snotinot aware what is necessary inift
order to live within the law that the
courts have failed to instruct them
now that you maybemay be fully aware of
what Is required and that you may not
go there feeling that you cannot tell
what the law requires you to do I1
would say to you what I1 have said to
two or three others the law is simple
and plain the principle upon which
this government is founded is the
christian idea of home one wife one
mother and one home all that is
necessary is that a man shall live with
his legal wife he should cleave unto
his lawful wife and he should say to
the world this is my wife I1 have
no other he should not hold out to
the world the example of the plural
household he should not hold out to
the worldworl otherdother ladies as wives that
is not permitted by law it does not say
he should not aid in their support nor
see that their children are educated all
this he cannot legally be forced to do
yet it is a moral duty he is bound to at-
tend to of course if you are permit-
ted to live with one of your plural
wives and choose which one it would
lead to confconfusion you could live with
one this year and with another the
next

you may consider this matter hard
but a man sometimes has to do many
things which seem rhard it is a duty it
is a dutycluty you owe tpto your country anandd
I1 hope youyon will reflect upon it so that
after yoyouu have underundergoneane the sentence
of the court you winwill be a true law

bidingabiding citizen as your example is
reatergreater than some others there are

otheraothers who navehave folifollowedowed your teach-
ing and have entered into plural mar
riege

there could not be any more painful
dutyduly ituimposedposed upon this courtbourt than to
pass sentence upon a man whom the
judge personally was learned to look
upon as a friend during his residence
here

the court then sentenced the de
fondant to the ffullall penalties of the law
on the first indictment namely three
hundhundredred dollars fine and six months
imprisonment on that indictment and
six months imprisonment on the sec-
ond indictment which exercise of jujn
dacial vengeance we suppose was be
cause ofof the defendants excellent
qualities and the fact that he had plead
guilty and thus saved the prosecution
considerable trouble

the court wished that the defendant
would live with his legal wife judge
powers might have saved hisbis breath on
that point unless he wished his words
to carry a meaning to tilethe prejudice of
the defendant he has lived with his
legal wife when he has served his
double term six months of which
is an outrage on law as well as justice
he is likely to live again with his legal
wife there is no iesue in that except
that no judge has the right to order
any man ballveto live with a9 wife legalllegal or
illegal but this the court assumes to
do further on he says I1 all that is
necessary is that a man shall live with
his legal wife there is nothing in
the edmunds law which makes anat

i

such requirement A man can live
alone if he chooses and the law cannot
touch him unless it should be adminadain

by a judge who legislates as
utah judges frequently do when the
law cannot be stretched far enough to
cover the ground they mark out with-
out authority

what else the defendant by the
wish of the court and by this latest in-
terpretationterp of the law in order to es-
cape punishment must say 1 I will
not holdbold out my tununlawfullawful wife to the
world as a wife and further I1 this
is my wife I1 have no other now we
askaneask any lawyer who is willing botellto tell
the truth to say whether this ierequire-
ment of judge powers is in the ed-
munds law or whether it is simply the
dictum of a court we affirm and
defy rd refutation that the edmunds
law makes no such demand upon any
man it imposes a penalty for
amy and another for cohabiting with
more than one woman there is noth-
ing in it about repudiating wives
whether lawflawfulua or unlawful allAD
that it prohibits is marrying more
wives or husbands thethe legal
wife or husband is living and cohabit-
ing that is living with more than rone
woman

the polygamist is not required to
say of his plural wives these ateare not
my wives he is simply prohibited
from living with them as hisbis wives he
may proclaim from the pulpit or the
housetops I11 I have married these wo-
men by a divine law and I1 propose to
acknowledge them as my wives for
ever if he does not cohabit with
them he does not break the law against
unlawfulua cohabitation any man with
common sense can see that judge
powers edict is not sustained by the
edmunds law but we will now show
that it is contrary to that law as in-
terpreted by the supreme court of the
united states which judge powers is
bound to recognize as a final authority

in the case of murphy against the
utah commission the court of 10
resort decided that the status of aay
lyga mist is not necessarily crimialcrim iaBiid
the words bigamist or polypolygamygamb
were construed to mean any oneobertowho

in past time has been and who stillsis
in those relations and while such a
person cannot vote his status
even imply criminality A manchoman who
has several wives living and andi
borcea cannot vote but liehe cannot be
prosecuted undertinder section three bfrf the
ededmundsalunas act unless he lives with two
of them thus he is not compecompelledfied to
live with any and he is not de barred
from acknowledging all so long
as he does not live with two
or more of them he is not amen-
able to the law under one construc-
tion of the utah courts cohabitation
with the first wife is presumed even
if the facts show to the contrary a
singularinjular freak of judicial eccentricity
butbu even then unless he liveslive with i

another his recognized status as a
polygamist his aacknowledgmentKnow that
more than one woman are his wives is
not criminal itif the supreme court of
the united states is competent to de-
cide and that decision be it remem-
bered has not been withdrawn but
what does judge powers care about
anything of that kindaveryA very short time ago holdin out
to the world more than one woman as
wives as well as living with them was
held to be essential to the offense of
unlawful cohabitation this held good
in the first as well as the third
district judge powers now throws
that definition down and stampsM PS UPupon0n
it to keep the law he ssaysY I1 I1 a manaI1
besides abstaining from holdingding out
and living with his plural wives must
say these are not my wives I1 navehave
only one wife Aamanman with plural
wives must not only abstain from even
the appearance of evil but he must
come out and repudiatein some public
manner not clearly defined any matri-
monial connection with his wives
whom he has married under an eternal
contract

this he well understands is some-
thing that a true latter day saint will
never do the law does not require
it and his religious obligations forbid
it every plural wilewife is a wife in the


