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rgoodsodlandand should take life easy butidtid t know exactly how to do it
11 imagine that hebe would ajajenjoyoy guid-
ing a plow through one of his fields
bildand that the odor from the rich i

sweet soil would be mosie agreeable
and appetizing

when I1 stated my business audand
informed the venerable president
that the tunes would be glad to
give his views on what had recently
taken place he asked what do
they want me to say

anything that you want to say
president VV ruff the times has
always been fair in its treatment of
the mormonscormonsMormons it has ever mani-
fested an intelligent interest in the
sproblem which presented itself here
has discussed what has been done
understandingly andtand now that a
aaenevv phase has been put upon the

mormon question the times
wants to lotlet its readers know all
about it and it comes direct to head-
quarters for its information PY

I1 went on to assure him that any-
thing he might desire to say would
be published just as he said it and
that at least one great newspaper in
the united states had the courage
to print the exact words of the mor-
mon president

rhefhe old gentleman was not ignor-
ant of the times fairness in the
past nor was he unappreciative of
it but president woodruff
want to be interviewed on the sub-
jectjentofof the recent manifesto insist-
ing that there was nothing to be
said the thing had been done
the decree hallhaj gone forth the peo-
ple haiha 1 accepted and approved and
that ended the matter there was
nothing to discuss nodo probabilities
to akotake into account no possibilities
to considered

I1 suggested that some public
menmein and not a few newspapers
doubted tbthe sincerity of the mani-
festo

1 I know it said hebe but can
toot help it the world has always
distrusted us but has always found
us true it has saidlaid we were not
honestbonest though it has never been
able to point to a dishonest act on
our part it has denied our sincer-
ity and has never intimated
an instance of insincerity if

editodito s and statesmen will
not believe the manifesto
which was adopted by the body of
the church in solemn confertconferencenee
they will not believe what I1 or any
individual here may say I1 pre-
sume that in thim matter usas in other
things we will have to trust to time
for our vindication we know that
we are honest and sincere in this
as we have been in everything we
have done and while we are sorry
that others do not trust ustie in time
they all acknowledge that wowe were
never deceivingyour correspondent did not doubt
the venveneableemble presidents sincerity
nor does he doubt that polygamous
marriages have come to an end
the decree will be obeyed indeed
it c inott be disobeyed as I1 under-
stand it except the authority be
given or the manifesto be nullified
by the presidency of
there is no likelihood of this be
ing done I1 questioned the presi-
dent as to what hadbad brought about

this action and he replied that he
could not make the matter clearer
than had been done in the great
tabernacle when the conference
had voted on the manifesto which
hadbad been previously issued by him
andnd he handed me printed verbatim
reports of what he and george Q
cannon who is second in authority
said on that occasion at the risk
of being prolix I1 will quote from
these sermons or statements which
are both authoritative and explana-
tory

here are annexed copious ex-
tracts from the discourses of presi-
dent george Q cannon and pres-
ident wilford woodruff att the
general conference the letter
concludes in this way

and now president woodruff f

I1 asked what will be the policy of
the church or what will be your
advice as to the men who are aal-
ready in polygamy

the venerable patriarch said that
he knowkitow that the church
would have any policy in this mat
ter or that he would assume to give
any advice that matter was indi
vidual andaad he presumed that each
person would decide for himself as
to what he would do the presi-
dent went on to say that he thought
it would be humane and just if
congress were to make a law by
which husbands and fathers could
care for their plural wives and
properly look after and train
their children without running
the risk of being sent to the
penitentiary on the charge of un-
lawful cohabitation however this
was a matter for others tjt consider
and not for him and he care
to talk about it his manifesto
went only to the matter of future
polygamous marriages it stopped
these but did notdot say that a man
already in that relationmation should turn
adrift and abandon his extra fami-
lies nor did it command him to
live with those families in defiance
of law until the penitentiary sepa-
rated them

my own opinion is that in the
cases of allail but a few of the poleg
a mistsamista who have not yet been
caught and convicted the parties
when arraigned will signify their
willingness to discontinue the un-
lawful relations and to abide by the
stastatutestuter not many will abandon
their plural wives in the sense of
casting them off to do for them-
selves they will continue to care
for the women butbat willwiil not live
with them polygamy tois a thing of
the past it is dead and I1 cannot
believe that any attempt will ever
be made to revive it of course there
will be polygamists in a techni-
cal sense until this generagenerationtiou
has passed away for while men
and their pluralplum wives may not live
together they will continue to the
end of their days polygamous hus
bands and wives in name but the
country need not fear other polyg-
amous marriages among the mor
mons than those already existing
and which will gradually decrease
in number my knowledge of the
mormon people leads me to this con-
clusioncl and the conversation with
president woodruff here detailed

me in the opinion

THE ELECTION CONTEST

on saturday nov ath richard
howe the last witness for plain
tittin testified that the charges
made against him in tile protest
served upon him were untrue and
that he was in every way qualified
to vote

in making the opening argument
for the contestant mr brown said
that the canvass made by the board
showed that allenalien had received fif-
teen more votes than ferguson and
the certificate was accordingly issued
to allenalien the evidence adduced in
this trial shown to a demonstration
that a number of fraudulent votes
were cast and counted for allenalien
also that more than enough 1legal
votes for ferguson were rejected
than were necessary to overcome
allens majority

judge Loof boroughs doctrine
that there tois no power on earth that
can interfere with or review the
adjudication ofa registration officer
is monstrous vindend untrue to saybay
that such an officer is a supreme
court all in himself independent of
any other court is a libel upon jus-
tice and american institutions and
I1 shall not waste time arguing upon
it this officer when asked why
he struck the names of legal voters
from the registry lists said they
would not inform him whether or
not they had contributed to the
defense fund that was their busi-
ness not hisbis had that man be-
longed to the peoples party the
united states attorney would
have taken up the matter long
since and he would have
been sent to the penitentiary
if the one vote cast for ferguson at
bluff dale that was counted for
allenalien and the seventeen votes that
were rejected at south cottonwoodcotton wood
are counted for ferguson and the
thirteen illegal votes cast at bing-
ham for allenalien are thrown out as
they ought to be this will give
ferguson a majority over allenalien of
sixteen votes

oron nov when the court
met mr rawlins delivered a pointed
argument he quoted numerous
authorities in support of his asser-
tions that the actions of a registra-
tion officer are not final or
conclusive his authority being
like that of an election judiejudge prima
fade only where fraud or ir-
regularities are charged the matter
must be determined by the courts
the will of the majority of the

electors must decide who
shall fill the office an unscrupu-
lous officer must not be permitted
to thwart the will of the majority
of the people

judge loofborough made a long
and somewhat fruitless argument
for the contested in which he en-
deavoreddeavo red to justify the illegal and
fraudulent conduitcondett of the election
officers at bingham and south
cottonwood

november alth judge anderson
delivered judgment in the ferge
son allen county election case
which has occupied the court for
some days past

his honor in the outset ex-
pressed his regret that he had notdot


