Zoods and sbould take life eary but
didu’t koow exactly how to do it.
I imagipe that be would enjoy guid-
ing a plow through one of his fields,
apd that the oder from the rich,
sBweet s0il would be mosiagrecable
and appetiziug.

When I stated my business aund
informed the venerable President
thai the T¥mes would be glad to
give his views on what had recently
taken place, he asked: ““What do
they want me to say?*’

‘“Apything that you want to say,
President Woodruff. The TWnes hag
always been fair in its treatment of
the Mormouns. It has ever mani-
fested ap intelligent interest in the
groblum which presented itself here,

a3 discuseed what has been dope
understandiogly, and, now that a
ne v phase has been put upon the
““‘Mormon question,”’ the imes
wants to let ite readers knew all
abouf ity and it comes direct te head-
guarters for its information.”’

[ went on to assure him that any-
thing he might desire to say would
be published just as he said it, and
that at least one great newspaper in
the United States hud the courage
to priot the exact words of the Mor-
mon President.

The oltd gentleman was oot igoor-
ant of The T¥mes’ fairpess ino the

ust, nor was he unappreciative of
rt.. But President Woodruff didn’t
winot w be interviewed on the sub-
Ject of the recent manifesto, insist-
iug that there was pothiog to be
gaid. The thing had been done,
the dvcree had gone forth, the peo-
phe ha'l accepted and approved, and
that ended the matter. There was
nothing to discuss, no probabilities
to take into account, no posaibilities
ta he considered.

I suggested that some public
men und not a few pewspapers
doubted the sincerity of the mani-
fesnto.

“I koow it,”’ said he, *‘but can
uot hetp it. The world has always
distrusted us, but has always found
us true, It has eaid we were not
honest, thouzh it has pever been
able to point to a dishonest act on
our part. Lt has denied our siocer-
ite, ami has mnever Iintimated
an  lostance of Jopsineerity. If
editors  and statesmen  will
not helieve the menifesto,
which was adopted by the body of
the Church in solemn conference,
they wiil not believe whatI or any
individual here may say. I pre-
sume that in thi~ iInntter. us to other
things, we will have to trust to time
for our vindication. We know that

we are honest and sincere in this,
us we have been In everything we
havedone, and while we are sorry
that others do not trust ns, in time

they all achpowledge that we were

never deceiving.’?

Your correapondent did net doubt
the venerable president?s sincerity,
por does he doubt that polygzamous
marrlages have come to an end.
The decree will beobeyed. Indeed,
it s1onbt be disobeyed, as I unpder-
stapd it, except the anthority be
givel or the manifesto bhe nulliffied
by the i"residency of theChurch,and
there in no likelihood of this bLe
ing done. I questioned the Presi-
dent as to what had brought about
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this action, and he replied that he|

could oot make the matter clearer
than had been done in the great
Tabervacle when the Conference
bad voted on the manifesto which
hud been previously issued by him,
and he hapded me printed verbatim
reports of what he and George Q.
Cauvnoh, who is sscond in authority,
said on that occasion. At the risk
of being prolix I will quote from
these sermoos or statements, which
are both authoritative and explana-

tolg.

ere are anpexed copious ex-
tracts from the diacourses of Presi-
dent George Q. Cannoo and Pres-
ident Wilford Woodruff ‘at the
General Conference. The letter
concludes in this way:

“And now, President Woodruff,??
I asked, “what will be the policy of
the Church, or what will be your
advice as to the meo who are al-
ready in polygamy?”’

The venerable patriarch said that
he dido’t know that the Church
would have any policy in this mat
ter or that he,wouid assume to give
any advice. That matter was indi-
vidual apd he presumed that each
person would decide for himself as
to what he would do. The presi-
dent went on to say that he thought
it would be humsane and just if
Cougress were to make a law by
which Lusbapds apd fathers could

care for their plural wives and
properly look after aud train
their children without ruooing

the risk of being sent to the
penitentiary oo the charge of un-
lawful cokabitation. However, this
was a matter for others t, cousider
and oot for him, and he didn’t care
to talk about it. His manifesto
went only to the matter of future
polygamons marriages; it stopped
these, but did not say that a man
already in that relation should turn
adrift and abandon his extra fami-
lieg, nor did it commaod him to
live with those families 1o deflance
of law until the penitentiary sepa-
rated them.

My own opinion is that in the
cases of ail but a few of the polyg-
amists who have Dot yet been
caught and convicted, the parties
when arraigned will signify their
willingpness to discontinue the un-
lawful relations and to akide by the
statutes, Not many will abandon
their plural wives in the sense of
casting them off to do for them-
salves, They will continue to care
for the women, but wiil oot live
with them. Polygamy is a thing of
the past. Itis dead, aud I cannot
believe that any attempt will ever
be made to revive it. Of course there
will be polygamisie, iz a techui-
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eal sense, until this geperatiou
has passed awny, for while men
and their plural wives may oot live!
together they will continue to the|
end of their days polygamous®hus
bands and wives in tame, bot the
country need oot rear other polyg-
aacus marriages among the Mor-
mopa than those already exwsting |
and which will gradually decrease
in number. My knowledge of the
Mormeon people lends me to thiscon-
clusion, aod the conversation with
Presidenj Woodruff here detailed
confifpns me in the opinion.
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THE ELECTION CONTEST.

On Saturday, Nov. 8th, Richard
Howe, the last witoess for plain-
tiff, testified that the charges
made agaiost bim in the protest
served upon him were uotrue, and
that he was in every way quaiifled
to vote.

In makiog the opening argument
for the contestant, Mr. Brown said
that the canvass made by the board
showed that Alicn had received fif-
teen more votes than Ferguson and
the certificate was ageordingly issued
to Allen. The evidence adduced ln
this trial shows to a demonstration
that a number of fraudulent votes
were cast and counted for Allen;
also, that more than enough legai
votes for Ferguson were rejected
than were nDecessary to overcome
Allen’s majority.

Judge Loofborough’s doctrine
that there Is no power on earth that
can interfere with, or review the
adjudication ofa registration officer,
is monstrous snd untrue. To say
that such an officer 18 8 supreme
court all io himnself, independent of
any other court, is a libel upon jus-
tice and American lpstitutions, and
I shall pot waste time arguing upon
it. This officer, when asked why
he struck the names of legal voters
from the registry lists eaid they
would not inform him whetlier or
oot they had cootributed to the
defense fund. That was their busi-
ness, not his. Had that man be-
longed to the FPeople’s Party, the
United BStates Attorney would
have taken up the matter long
since and he would have
been sent to the penitentiary.
If the one vote cast for Ferguson st
Bluff Dale, that was counted for
Allen, and the seventeen votes that
were rejected at South Cottonwood
are counted for Ferguson, and the
thirteen illegal votes cast at Biog-
bam tor Allen are throwo out, as
they ought to be, this will give
Ferguson a majority over Allen of
sixteen votes.

On Nov. 10th when the court
met Mr. Rawlins delivered a pointed
argument. He gquoted pumerous
authorities in  support of his asser-
tions that the actious of a registra-
tion officer are Dot foal or
conclusive, his authority belng
like that of an election judge, prima
facie only., Where fraud or ir-
regularities are charged the matter
must be determined by the courta.
The will of the mnjority of the
qualified electors must decide who
shall flll the osfice, Anp unscrupu-
ks officer must not be permitted
tothwart the will of the majority
of the people.

Judge Loofhorough made a long
and somewhat fruitless argument
for the contested, in which bhe en-
denvored to justify the illegal and
fraudulent eondudt of the election
officers at Blogham and 8outh
Cottonwool.

November 1ith Judge Anderson
delivered judgment in the Fergu-
son-Allen county election case,
which has occupied the court for
some days past.

His Honor, in the outset, ex-
pressed his regret that he had pot



