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I12 esteem it aa very precious favor to
V ba privileged to meet with the saints

ha theirair general conference indeed at
t

sa umes in their assemblages and be-
uc called upon to speak to you this

all I1 greatly desire that meas
of the spirit that will enable me

04 to your edification as I1 re
mahatthat without it our time will be

openspentt we have had
the opening of this conference

eat deal of precious instructions
rrecallingcallinge of past circumstances to

wh our minds with things that axearey
4 t and profitable unto us

t yf 08 thinking while listening to
iformer speakers how it was with

the beginning of this work peo
at are born into the church now
into the various temporal pur
such as have been spoken of

eviouscum speakers and they beemseem
t the duty of paying tithing

M ply a matter of convenconveniencelence our
rs born in the church now
many of them do not enter

f ento the spirit of this work as it was
abed in the beginning
toymy mind is carried back to the

itene when the gospel came to me and
f server kindred in the state of massa

in the year 1838 when I1
ed it the way we looked upon

4 bece things was somewhat on this
abw Wwee were willing to have our
jasma cast out as evil if we had

y eirthly substance atait all we
fe willing to lay it upon the altai

ftc flee for the lord who gave it
us we dedicated it unto almo

establishmentlishment of hithis church and
we did not stop there the

of tithing had not been revealed at
t timee butibut in addition to the good
0 thatat wevre held among our friends

wl nelneighborsneigh bora we gave all that we
and then wwe placed ourselves

tsoa the altar with whatever we had
UMI have to be given to the
lain consideration of the blessed

als that hebe had revealed to us we
att that this was our reasonable duty
Alvellwell aas our acceptable service I1itt
1 withth that spirit that people joined

fag murchchurch in those days when the
copel was presented to them it was
m woe times that presidents wood

7 VW andd and others embraced
el ahenben it was first preached

the people we gave every

byg to the lord feeling that it was
own but belonged to him to

ast as he wished with it we
tea in to keep the commandments

wereire baptized for the remission
y jans and we received the holy

imae a comforter throughout our
lives and then when we came

fc ohbb how we felt paid for
jiing that we had donedohe and forto

ftc we hadbad modemade
wellU the first testimony

of the holy spirit that was given to
me in the first blessing of healing that
was conferred upon me when I1 had
been laid up with sickness for a long
time it was between grand prairie
and missouri during a snow storm
such as we had last sunday with from
four to six inches of snow on the
ground I1 was traveling on foot to
missouri I1 recollect on that blessed
snowy day how glorious all things
were to me although at ththisI1s time
the prophet had been put in prison
and about thirty of the brethren were
also imprisoned it was revealed to
me that this was thothe work of the
lord and that god was going to
bring it out triumphantly I1 knew
the gospel was true although I1 had
not yet seen the prophet joseph
smith the lord revealed it to me
and I1 knew that brother joseph was
a prophet not by mans testimony
but in the same way that peter knew
that the lord jesus christ was the
savior when the lord asked but
whom say ye that I1 am and peter
answered thou art christ the son
of the living god and christ said

blessed art thou simon bar jona
torfor flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee but my father which is
in heaven I1 had prayed to god for
a knowledge of this gospel and when
I1 received this blessing I1 felt that if I1
owned the world I1 would willingly
give it to the lord for the further-
ance of his work when we received
the gospel and the testimony of theholy ghost we realized that we had
indeed found the pearl of great
price and the power of god was
upon us and in our hearts how
glorious it was to listen to the inspired
men in that day expounding the
scriptures and explaining the prophe-
cies made by daniel about the stone
being cut out without hands we en-
tertained no idea of the circumstances
that would attend the rolling forth of
that stone spoken of by daniel which
was to roll forth and fill the
earth we were but few in number
then but have now lived to see the
church grow from a few hundred to
some souls

the law of tithing was not revealed
at that time but we were commanded
to carry on the work with our means
the temple at kirtland was built in
this way the saints did all the work
they could on the building and then
went out and obtained work here and
there and with the money they earned
they purchased those things that were
necessary for its completion it was
done by sacrificing all that they had
and when we had done all that we
could do oh how joyous it was to
know the lord accepted the work
when he stood upon the breastwork
of the temple conversed with the

I1i prophet joseph and oliver and re-
vealed to them their duties and in
formed them that the gospel should go
from there and be preached throughout
the nations of the earth it had not
then been preached throughout the
united statesstate even because the north-
ern men were called a and

the southern slaveholders had no ujme
for us and would not tolerate us but
now it can be spread throughout thath
nation

what an easy thing it is to pay tenper cent as a tithing unto the lordtlord I1think this principle should be taken
into the sabbath schools and the mutu-
al improvement associations through-
out zion and taught to the young at
home they should be taught that
this is one of the means of salvation
in the church and kingdom of goa
and if they are thoroughly taught this
principle while young they will take to
it just as naturally as small ducks take
to water but itif you wait until they
grow up before teaching them to paypar
their tithing they will wantwa nt to keep
it in their pockets they see father do
it and if father may do it certainly
it is not wrong for the boys to follow
the fathers example

now this great work we are anavengagedaed
in my brethren and slaterssisters toIs truly
wonderful the lords spirit has gone
forth among the children of men and
they are beginning to listen to the
elders the lord has shed forth hishinspirit upon the nations of the earth
causing mankind to look for the com-
ing of the lord the lord has taught
us through revelation to pray for ulmhta
coming with his kingdom and power
doctrine and covenants seesec 666

that we may be prepared for it aad
that we may be in a condition to re-
ceive further revelation asan our cir-
cumstancescumcurnstances require what have we
had given to us since we began topray for these blessings why tnymy
brethren and sistersmisters it has been a
stream of revelation ever since when
I1 first heard the prophet speak it wanwag
a stream of revelation to me he waswaa
placed in prison and when he re-
ceived his liberty again he went right
to work shepherding the saints atnauvoo and round about there laITA

those days we had not heard of bap-
tism for the dead I1 remember when
the prophet brought forth that doomdeo IP
trine to some ltit was so strong it wast
like putting new wine into old bottles
some of them broke and the wine split
out losing bobothth bottle and wine we
could not fully comprehend so gloriousgloriou
a principle we did not receive every
thing at once but it was given to us
line upon line and in this wayway it heha jsbeen coming to us ever since as
circumstances have required

now are we living up to these things
as fast as we get them and are we
livlivinging by every word that proceededetherth
from the mouth of god are we pre
paring ourselves for the work that toIs
before us are we just in the work
of preparation I1 look upon it that our
children who are juat growing up as
intimated by President snow are the
ones who will be permitted to build the
new jerusalem you know the wornworm i bif

hasbas depardepartedtod from the lord and from
the principles employed in building up
enochs city and we and our fathers
have wandered from the lord tnfin owour
spiritual affairs andalfd we are w
be converted to the willgrill ofat the lortt
in our spiritual things so that we nurmay


