RELIGIQUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held io
the Tabernacle. Balt Lake City, Bun-
jay, Beptember 13,1890,commencing
at 2 p. m.. Counseler Charles W.
Penrose presiding.

The vhoir sang:

ulorlous things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our uod.

Prayer was offered by Elder
D.vid F. Davis.

The cheir sang:

Jesus, once of humble birih,
Now in glory ¢omes to earth,

The Priesthood of the Seventecnth
Waurdofficiated in the ndministration
of the Sacrament.
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was then cslled to address the con
gregation. He sald: 1t seems to
have fallen to my lot this afternoen
to vccupy a purtion of the time
atlotted to our eervice. While at
tempting to speak to you [ mat
earnestly desire to have au interest
in your faith and prayers so that |
may be able to say something that
witl be of iuterest and possibly bepe-
fit us. I realize that it is imuyossihle
to speak to advantage without the
aid of the Holy Spirit.

I bave had the privilege, not very
long ago, of vigiting the Holy Land,
Palestine, and the preslding breth-
ren here have suggested that I relate
some of my ex perience and obacrva-
tions while there.

First of all [ desire to bear my
testimony to the truth of the
gospel revenled thiough Jouseph
BSwumith. I received ygreat and nid-
ditional testimony of this truth
while traveling in that far off
country. Most of you, ue doubt,
will remember that many years agu,
one of the A postlea of the Uhrurch of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
was sent on n misslon to the Holy
Lao . He went thoere to dedicate
that laud tor the gathering of the

Jews; that it might again become
fruitful, and be ft to receive the
ancient people of God. At that

time, 1840, when Apostle Orson
Hyde went on this
Paleatine there were nol many
divines in the Christian world
who even thought that Palestine
could be a gathering place for the
Jews. If they read the Scriptures
about o zathering that was to take
place in the last days, they said it
was Lo be understood of a “‘spiritual??
gathering. 8o with the building of
the Temple. It was to be a “gpirii-
ual” building. No one ventured
to look upob these events in any
other light. Alsuch a time the
A postle Orson Hyde was sent out
to dedicate that land for the gather-
ingof the Jews, and as [ walked
about through the land from the
porth to the south 1 had many op-
portunities to notice the effect of
this dediecation. . The Jews are now
gathering to their lapd in great
numbers. Hardly a ateamer ar-
rives in Jaffa, that does not
bring some Jewish families
who come to settle in the

mission to|P
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the pruyers of A peatle Orson Hyde
in regard to thatlnod. It isa stapii-
iog witness and testimony to the
pations that God Himself has set
His seal upon what #asdone by His
servant, who went tither Ly the
direction of His Spirit. Brother
Hyde did not go there led by human
wisdom: the divipes of the world
gave him no clue to that work. The
learned men of the world never
dreamed of dedicating the chosen
land for the gathering of scattered
Taravl, or conlemplated the magni-
tude and grandeur of the work thst
wns  shortly to take place.
It required a revelation and com-
mand from God to perform the work
that wue necessary for the return of
the «despised people. The Lord of
Hosts directed what was to l.e done
and He has now proved that A postle
Hyde went forth as an Apostle of
God by the faet that from that very
time the gathering apoken of by
ancient aud modern prophets took
plaCB.

The physieal aspectof the country
has also chapgod sluece then. For-
merly there was a noted scareity of
raim, o much 8o that the country
cvould sustain but few inbabitants.
This has now ull been changed.
I'ne early and late rains spoken of
by tl:e authors of the Bible ns vue
jof the blessiogs of the land now
| come regularly. Every year, about
the miJjdle of Beptember, it com-
mences to rain. At first it i mild,
gentle showers, but it increases
gradually, and lo December and
January and part -of Fehruary it
ratns almost incessantly. In April
or the beginuing of May the crops
have been brought to perfection on
the cronud and are ready for bar-
vesting. The land is very fertile,
through the blessinga of God.

W here there ia only a handful of
svil between the rocka it yields
shupdaotly. I have Do doubt,
although the countr)y is very small
in size, that through the blessings
of the Lord, which are being made
manifest to a large degree, it would
be able to sustain the same amount
of population which it sustained at
the time of David and Salomon,
something like five millien of peo-
le.

The prevailing religion at the
present time is of course the Mo-
hamedan. The Turks and mosl
of th e Arabs believe in the doctrines
taught by DMohammed. Thuy are
secmingly a very religiously in-
clived jwople. They devote a large
portion of their time to worship,

It is oot ap upcommon thiong te
see them praying in the streets.
Five times of prayer every day is
the rule for those who want to ob-
serve thelr religion. 'They will
spread their garments on the
grouud, fall down ou their knees
and repent the formulas preseribed
by the Koran. They wash themn.
selves regularly, and are very par-
ticular about their ablutions. They
have a very good vode of morals aa
far as they go. But there ia one
peculiarity ahout it. The Korao
tries to enumernte a specified sct of
morals instead of atating the prin-
ciples that underlie morality. §if

heloved land of their fathars.
The (Fod of heaven has indeed heard

we, for instance, waunt to koow
What is right or wrong 1b any par-
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ticular ipatance, where one mnan
has to deal with anecther, the bible
may oot hiave any passage meel-
iog the requirementa of thut
particular case, but it gives a prin-
ciple: *L .ve thy neighbor ar thy-
self,?” covering in that one passuge
all possible cases. The Ilslam mnot
0. In the Koran we find the
virtuea and the vices apecified. In-
Jjustice, pride, lying, avarice, ete.,
are set down as sips, aod Eindoess,
justice, bonesty, ete., given as
virtues. But then there is nlso this
about it, that the Mohammedans do
oot coneider themselves under any
obligations to those that do not be-
long to their faith, They, them-
selves are the faithful oues, while
all putsiders are “jofidelsand dogs.”?
This gives 2 fair clue to the right
understanding of many of the
characteristics of the Orientals.

The most prominenl religlon 1o
Palestine, next to the Mohammed-
an, iathe Catliolic—represented by

the two divisions, the Romasn
aod the Greek Church. They
occujpy prominent places, sup-

posed to be sacred ground. Pil-
grims by the hundreds and thou-
sands, principally from Russia and
vther Cntholic countries gather to
Joerusalem at a cerfain time every
year to offer their devotions to
(God and receive apecial favors from
bim. The places they meet in are
alleged to e the spob where Jesus
was crucified and buried, but as to
thia no one kuows for certain. On
their arrival they enter the gilted
edifice erected uver the supposed
sepulchre. Various sacred aj0t8 are
here poloted out and devotioually
revered by the masses that assemble
for worship, f

One of the most degrading prac-
tices, attended with great bodily ip.-
jury ahd even death in many in- -
stances, I8 annually witnessed io
the Church of the Holy Sepulehre—
an imitation of the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost.
The pilgrims celehrate this occasion,
and so eager are they to gel a por-
tion of the fire asit Jeszends,as they
think, from heavsu, that some of
their number sometimes get crushed
to desth fv the wild and mad panie
that prevalle. It is a most shocking
sight to witness the scenes that ex-
ists on these occasions. The priest
enters the little church aod ia
soon followed by the multitude of
enthusiastic people. He enters the
grave all by himself. Through four
‘small holes in the walls the fAre soon
appears. Thia ia the aignal for the
pilgrims, who are provided with
torches, to make a mad rush, in
order to get a light from the “holy
finme’? to carry to their friends as a
tosken of their devotion.

Turkish soldiers are set to watch
and maintain order, hut are not al-
ways able tu do so on account of the
panic that exjst by those atlempt-
1ng to get the apavk of the fire.

The Arab population of Pales-
tine nare n progressive race,
but cautious to belleve any-
thing npew or unheard of.

Bome of them had not even heard of
A merica or knew that such a plice
existed. and went wo far a8 to ask
where it was nnd whether it wns n

big country or not, the kind of peo-



