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AMONG THE OSAGES.

ing of 1889, Elders John

J.‘Exﬁ?i;ﬁﬂ'nﬁ W, Ashton visited the
Osage agenoy and werekindly received
by the agent who wae a profound
ge'ntleman. hﬁ gave them acvees to
the tribe, but 88 it was not a egultable
time for proselyting advised them to
mest with the chiefs when they would
assembie in couneil, telling them,when
it would take piace, they could be in-
troduced to the heads of the various
tribes and distriots. l ] :

the interval subsequent to
thEucI::Ecil, Elider Aeshton took sick
with ohills and fever and by the time
they reached the agency again another
agent had control of the reservation,
this time, AR unjust, arbitrary an
bigoted mlnistel. The Eldera were
denied evary request and were obliged
to abandon thelr project. Bome time
sinece we lenrned ofta cbnnﬁe, frucg

rospects, 3 good one an

Ll:‘e op;::?ﬁé, pwl | likely be made for
the preaghing of the Gospel 1o that
Peoplv.

The Qsage Tribe live on a reser vation
west of the Cherokee strip, south of
Kansns and north of Oklahoma sixteen
hundred and fifty in number, Bsven
hupdred are educated in the English
language; #aix hundred ami firty are
mixed, mostly with the French traders
of that natlon coming AmoDg
them at an early uJay. They ate
termed semi-eivillzed; rapidly ap-
proaching civilization. The majority
oaD understand JEnglish, though they
do not taik much. ‘Tbelr tribal rela-
tionship 1s only partially kept up.
They have eixtesn chiels at the head
of ther bands, while they live in filve
distrigts, Their principal ochief,;Mr.
Ne-Roh-Wah-Bhe-Tah-Rab, presides
at their counctls where the laws are
made, and is a8 & father iu the tribal
reiationship. AsQ rule the tribe i8 de-
oreasing, but of late some have been
added from the old state, establisling
their rights as oitizens. Each indi-
vidual has & quarterly allowance {rom
the zovernment of $55. This is quite
an inducement for Indians bearlng re-
latlonship to establieh their rights, and
many white people go there to get
rich.

Hays Brother Rawline: “*According
to arrangements &t our conference at
Manard, we set out for the west. We
traveled one hundred and fliteen milea
in & porthwesterly direction to Bast-
lerville wlithin three miles of the

Osage line. Another walk of twenty-
five miles brought us to the agenocy.
The first thing of interest waa the
Round house, a buildibg ten feet bigh
by 200 in circumfence with only a
partial roof. This is used for the dence
and other athleiio sports, which take
place quarterly. The ageucy or town
al the reservation has a population of
200 Osage and white people, the town
1s comprised of hotels, churches, stores
and residencee. We Iintroduced
ourselves fo the agent and wade
our business known, We found the
agent to be s perfect gentleman. He
received us kindly, at the same {ime
interrogating us as to our mission and
Intentione, In answering our question,
says Brother Rawlins, he aesured us
that there was nothing to prevent eur
preaching smong the Indians. By
courtesy of tbia gentlemsn we were
introduced by letter lo the superin-
tendent of government schools,’ The
superintendent slso received us kimily
and seemed to take pleasure in show-
lpg us through the various depart.
ments. One hundred and thirty pupils
were progressing rapidly under this
able management, all taught in Eng-
lish, Religion iy & geuweral way Is
tuught mornings, but not holding to
any partioular faith, The three build.
Inygs are very creditable, one of which
cost $38,000, The government has
ereoted the houses ob Osage funds, The
order nnd diecipline 8 good. Ap-
p:aratus, furniture, ete,, areof the most
modern. :

Catholioiam reigns supreme on the
agency &s & religion, but (rom the
statement sf the agent, very little in-
terest is being taken by the Indlans
in that faith, Ae a general rule the
former oustoms and traditlone are
being abandoned., Onpe peculiar
oustorn s that of burying their dead,
They used to set the ueceared on s hill
and pile rocks around them, kill their
horses, and take food to them for nine
daye un*il the arrival of the splritin
the happy hunting ground. Tne bar-
barous custom of sleeping has Also
been abandoned. Says an old Indian
missionary, ‘“They used todig a pit in
the ground to sleep in, and durlng the
day keepa fire burniog in it to warm
the earth. lo the eveuin§ they would
rake out the coals and all the family
would sleep in the pit and cover thein-
gelves over with a raw hide, the dogs
on ton would hold itdown.’?

The Elders write under dateof Janu.
ary 9, 1898, that they will be in Okia-

homa in & few days. Their postoffico
addrers 18 Manard, I. T. They are
well and Ino the enjoyment of good
apirfts. The prme u¢an be paid of all
the KElders at present,

ANDREW KIMBALL.

WASHINGTON LETTER.

WasHINGTON D. C., Jan, 13—
Public 1-terest in the quarantine bill
has been transferred to the Houseslnoe
the Senate passed the bill without
division, but not without an earnest
effort to pile up amendments on the
bill, This hill is in some respects one
of the mont remarkable that wae ever
pansed by the United States Benate,
although it dees not, am some have
supposed, actually establish a system of
national quarantine, but it gives the
Presldent more authority than ever
exercised by 8 president. He may, if’
the till becomes a law, whenever in hie
disoretion it 18 npDecessary Lo Eeep
out contagious or infectious diseases,
not only suspend immigration for any
period not to exceed one jyear, but he
can also suspend the importation of
merchandiee from infected countries.
The autbority to take possession of
state properly when it becolnes neceg»
sary to use the same for guarantine
purpores, without the ovpsent of the
state authoriiies, gives the natlonal
governwent all the power it ocould,
exercise under & national quarantine
law, .

Notwithatanding the clause In the
quurantine bil), giving the President
authority to suspend immigr«tion for
any part of & year, whenever he deems
it advisable, Benator Chandler says he
intends to push his bill providing for a
suapensionof European immigration for
one year, through the Beuate; but it is
believed that this is merely a bluff on
the part of lbe senalor to make the
steamship lobby keep its hands off the
quarantine bili, which the House in.
terstate and foreign commerce com-,
mittee ls  now working to et
before the House, through a &pecial
order from the committee on rules.
The representatives ot the steamship
companies Intimate that they will
engeavor to kill the bill in the Hbouse,
il some manpner not named, but there
are reasons for the belief that they also
are makiog a bluff, to prevent action
on the bill for one year’s suspension of
mmigration, and that they are willing
foaccept thebillas it passed the Hemate.

The Indians that enlleted in the



