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At a Priesthood meeting, held in the Salt
Lake Assemblg Hall, Saturday
evening, Oct. 6th, 1885,

REPORTED BY :I’DIIH IRVINE,

IT 1s quite a privilege for us to meet
tovether in such assemblies as this—
to associate with the Priesthood of
the Son of God, which Priesthood is
also after the order of Melchisedee,
and after the power of an endless life.
It is a great privilege for us to meet
torether, to talk over the things per-

taining to the Kingdom of God, and)
. 1o reason and reflect upon those thingﬂ

that God has revealed for our salva-
tion in time and throughout the eterni-
ties that are to come, It is proper
that we should comprehend the vari-
ous positions of menin relation to this
Holy Priesthood aad furthor that we
should understand the various orders,
callings, ordinances and organizations
associated with the Church and King-
dom of God upon the earth; that we
each of us may be prepaved tomagnify
our calling, to henor our God, and to
]JIII‘SU«E that course always which shall
e acceptable in the sight of our
Heavenly Father.

We are here as Jesus was here, not
to do our own will, but the will of our
Father whe sent us. He has placed
us here:; we have a4 work to do inour
day and generation; and there 18
nothing of importance connected with
any of us only as we are associated
with God and His work, whether it be
the President of the Church, the
Twelve Apostles, the Presidents of
Stakes, the Bishops, or anybody else,
and we can only thus be of any service
by placing ourselves in 4a position 1o
act a8 God dictates us; as He regulates
and manipulates the affairs of His
Church in the interests of humanity,
in behalf of the living -and of the dead,
in behalf of the world in which we
live, and in behalf of those who have
lived before us and who will live
after us. We can none of us do any-
thing onlyas we are assisted, guided
and directed by the Lord. No man
ever lived that could. Adam could
not. Noah could not. Even Jesus
could not. Nor could the Apostles.
They were all of them dependent upon
the God of Israel to sustain them in

that many were elected and selected
to folfil certain offices. It was so re-
vealed to Abraham. Ile was told that
that there were a great many spirits,
many of whom were noble, who were
destined to hold particular positions
among the children of men, and
it was said to him *‘And thou
Abraham wast one of these.”

Now, there are events to transpire
in this day as there have been in other
days; and we, the Elders of Israel of
thé Church of the living God, have to
build up the Church of God, the Zion
of God, and the Kingdom of God, and
the Church has to be purified accord-
ing to the law, order, rule and domin-
ion which God has appointed., Itis
not for us—as the brethren have ex-
pressed it—to receive certain portions
of light and iutelli‘:em:e. and with re-
gard to other portion=< follow the de-
d:res of our own hearts, thus laying
aside God, His rule, His dominion and
His authority. *‘‘Having begun in the
spirit,”” as Paul said, ‘‘are ye now
made perfect by the flesh?” No that
is the wrong way about; but on the
contrary we ought to add to our faith
virtue, to virtue brotherly kindness,
to brotherly kindness charity, to char-
ity godliness, that we may be full of
the!iight and life, and of the spirit and
power of God, and approach more
closely to the law of God and be gov-
erned thereby.

Why are we gathered here to the
land of Zion? This is called the land
of Zion. We are called the people of
Zion. What does Zion mean? The
gure in peart. Why are we gathered

ere? One of the Prophets in talking
about it says: **1 will take you one of
a city, and two of a family, and I will
bring vou to Zion.” What then? *‘I
will give them Pastors according to
mine own heart which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding.”
That is what we are here for. That
we may be fed with knowledge and
understanding, that we may learn the
law of the Gospel, the law of the Zion
of Ged, the laws of the Kingdom of
God, and that we may be instructed in
all things tending to promote the wel-
fare, exaltation and happiness of our-
selves, our wives, our children, the
people with whom we are associated
and the world in which we live an
act; and that we may operate for the

all of their acts. And in regard to|benefit of those who have lived, and

Adam himself, as we are, So was he
very ignorant of many prluciples un-
til they were revealed to him. And if
they were revealed to him they did not
originate with him; and so it was with
others. We find that Adamn was direct-
ed of the Lord to do a certain thing—
that 18, to offer up sacrifices—and
when the angel of the Lord came to
him and said: ‘*Adam why do you
offer up sacrifices?’’ Adam repiied, *‘1
do net know ; butthe Lord commanded
me to do it and therefore 1 do it.”” e
did not know what those sacriflces
were for until the Lord i1evealed unto
him the doctrine of the atonement and
the necessity of the fall of man, and
pointed out to him the way and man-
ner to obtain an exaltation. Then he
and Eve his wite rejoiced exceedingly
at the mercy and kindness of the Al-
mighty, and realized that even in their
futhher were placed in a position to
obtain a higher glory,and a greater ex-
altation than they could have done
without it. Now, who revealed this to
them?. The Lord through the minis-
tering of an holy angel; and in rela-
tion to the dealings of God with all
of the human family it has been pre-
cisely the same. e are told, for in-
stance, that when Adam had lived to a
great age—that three years before his
death he called together his family—
that is, some of the leading branches
thereof who held the Hu.lfy Priesthood,
mentioning the names of many of the
more prominent that had received cer-
tain peculiar blessings from the hand
of God—and there was manifested to
him all thiangs that should transpire to
his posterity throughout all the future
generations of time, and he prophesied
of these things:; and also upon those
who were wit ’him. rested the spirit
of prophecy, and he blessed them, ana
they turned around and blessed him
and called him Michael the Archangel,
the Prince of DPeace, et¢c. By what
spirit then did Adam prophesy, and
under what influence was he operating
at that time? We aretold in Scripture
that the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy, and he in common
with his sons who were then associat-
in possession
enlightened
unto them
truth, and

ed with him were
of that spirit which
their minds, unfolded
the principles ol
revealed unto them the things
that would transpire throughout
every subsequent period of time. Who
manifested these things? The Lord.
Who organized the world? The Lord.
Who made man upon it? The Lord.
Who placed upon it the fowls of the
air, the beasts of the field, and the
tfish of the sea? The Lord. Who sus-
tains all things by his power? The
Lord. Who controls the affairs of the
world? The Lord. To whom are we
indebted for life, for health, and for
every blessing that we enjoy? To the
Lord. He isthe God of the earth and
the giver of every good and perfect gift
which we enjoy, and He desires to
cather together a people that will ob-
serve His laws, that will kecp His
commandments, that will render
obedience to His will, that will sub-
mit to His authority, and for this pur-
ose, in different nien of the world,
¢ has introdnced the Gospel and has
placed man in possession thereof,

n Mount Zion.”
een said, there is

stand as ‘‘saviors u

In all this, as has
an order, We are all dependent the
one upon the other. The head cannot
say to the foot 1 have no need of thee
nor the foot to the head 1 have no need
of thee, nor the hand, the arm, the leg
to the body,I have no need of thee. We
are formed into a compact body accord-
ing to the law of God 1n the organiza-
tion of His Church, and it is for us o
magnif{ the callings unto which we
are called, and unless we all of us are
placed under the guidance and direc-
tion of the Almighty we cannot do so—
that is, those who do not vield them-
selves subject to the law of God can-
not do that thingz, But those who
yield themselves subject to the law of
God can do it and do it quite easily,
for Jesus =says: ‘‘Take my {uke upon
you, and learn of me: for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall flnd
rest unto your souls. For my voke is
easy, and my burden is light.”” Now,
if we yield obedience to and to
the spirits that dwell within us, then
will our light become like that of the
just that shineth brighter and brighter
unto the perfect day; butif we do not
yield an obedience to the law agd word
and order of the Church and Kingdom
of God upon the earth, the light that
is within us will become darkness,
and then, as it is said, how great
is that darkness! We see some-
times men of that character. They
are occasionally eeferred to as
cranks, or, a8 the Germans use that
term, sick. They lose the light, spirit
and power of God, and they do not
comprehend the order of the Church
and Kingdom of God, nor do they
place themselves in the way to obtain
a knowledge of these things. The
first thing they begin to do is to try to
ervert the order of God, and to tind
ault with their brethren in the Hol
Priestho «d—with their Bishops, wit
their Bishop’s Counselors, with the
High Council, perhaps with the Presi-
dents of Stakes, as the case may be,
or with the Apostles, or with the First
Presidency; no matter which, or how,
or when, or where. Now, if these
men were walking in the light as God
is in the light they would have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood
of Christ would cleanse them from all
sin; but when they begin to murmur
and complain, to find fault and to give
way to improper influences, they give
place to the devil, and he takes poss-
ession just as fast and as far as he can
and forces upon them feelings, ideas
and principles that are at variance with
the law and order, and word and will
of God.

What, then, are we here for? What
did Jesus come to do? He tells us that
He ‘‘came not to do His own will, but
the will of His Father who sent Him."
How are we to obtain a knowledge of
that will? I will tell you whauv Joseph
Smith told me. I havefrequently men-
tioned it. DBetween forty and fifty
years ago he said to methis: ‘‘Elder
I'aylor, you have received the lloly
Ghost. Follow its teachings. Some-
times it will seem to vou as though it
was hardly the right way. No matter,
follow its teachings and it will always
lead you right, and if you do so it will,

by and by, become to you a principle

to follow its teachings. W hat was said
by one of the old Apostles? “*As many
as are led by the Spirit of God are the
sons of God.” Follow its teachings,
therefore, and do not give way to your
own teelings, nor to covetousness, to
pride, nor to vain glory; for we none
of us have anything to boast of. Ve
have none of us received anything but
what God has given us., If we possess
light, or intelligence, or a knowledge of
the thlngs ot God—which we do—from
whence did it emanate? From God our
Heavenly Father, through the medium
that He has appointed. I do not wish
to dictate to Him the way these things
shall be done. I never did, While
Joseph Smith was on the earth I
looked to him as a Prophet of God,and
I do not believe I ever disobeyed Him
in one solitary thing that he ever re-
quired at my hands, and I havebeen
put in some pretty tight places. But
that was my teeling, that was the idea
I entertained towards the Priesthood
of the Son of God.

I have also lived in wards. I do pot
know that 1 have ever disobeyed the
requests of a Bishop, Why? Because
he presided over me ina ward capacity,
and if he had a right to respect me as
an Apostle, I had aright to respect him
as a Bishop, und 1 afwuys felt a desire
to comply with all the requirements
that were made of me bl)' anv of the

roper authorities, 1 feel and always
Eave felt the same towards Teachers.
If a Teacher came to my house—or
Teachers, they generally come two at
a tiine—if 1 happened to be there 1
have told them that [ felt happy to
meet with them, and I called together
the members ot my famlly that were
within my reach and told them that
the Teachers had come to instruct us.
Permit me here to ask, have not 1 a
richt—say as the President of the
Church, or as an Apostle, which I was
for many years—have not I a right, or
my family a right to possess the same

rivileges that others possess, and to

ave the Teachers come to inquire
after my welfare and that of my famnily,
and to see that there is no wrong exist-
ing—have not I that right? 1 think I
have. If they are the servants of God,
have not I a right to listen to them?
Yes, I have, and I feel it my duty to
receive them kindly,treat them proper-
lv and listen to their teaching.

On the other hand,when the Teachers

t through, I might give them a little
nstruction, say as an Apostle, or as a

brother—put it any way you like; that | p

while I and my family were receiving
benefits trom them, it was my duty, ou
the other hand, to teach and instruct
them in some things that I thought
might benefit them,

Now, these are correct principles in
the Church and Kingdom of God. The
Teacher occupies his place; the Priest
and Deacon occupy their places; the
Elder occupies his Elace; the Bishop
his place; the High Counsels their
places; the Presidents of Stakes their
phaces, and everyone in their position
ought to be honored—the Twelve in
their place,the First Presidency in thei
place—each one yielding proper re-
spect and courtesy and Kindness to the
other. And when we talk about great
big personages, there is no such thing.
We are none of us anything only as
God confers blessings upon us, and i
He has conferred anything upon us we
will give Him the glory.

Having been called to these positions
God expects that we will honor then;
that we will esteem it an honor to be
the messengers of salvation, the le-
gates of the skies, to the nations of
the earth. We have a great work to
perform both at home and abroad. We
are preaching the Gospel to the inhab-
itants of the earth. Israel is being

gathered home to Zion. And in Zion P

we are rearing temples to the name of
the Most High God. And I will tell
vou how I feel—that as these temples
are advancing, while we are preparing
holy places in which to administer the
ordinances of God pertaining to the
living and the dead—I feel that we
ought to begin to prepare ourselves 10
enver into these holy places, and to
feel that we are the sons of God with-
out rebuke in the midst of a crooked
wnd perverse generation. We ought to
wake up and put our houses in order
and our hearts in order; we ought to
conform to the word, the will, and the
law of God; we ought to let God rule
in Zion, to let His law pe written upon
our hearts, and to feel the responsibil-
ity of the great work we are called up-
on to orm. We should see that
our bodies and our spirits are pure,and
that they are free from contamination
of every kind. We are here 1o build
up the Zion of God, and to this end we
must subject our bodies and our spirits
to the law, to the word, and to the will
of God. ﬁcing here in Zion we want
to see that thing that Jesus told His

disciplesto pray for take place. ' T'hy

Kinecdom come, thy will be done on
earth asitis in heaven.””  How was it
done in heaven? God spake and the
worlds were formed ac{:ﬂrtlmg to His
worid. God said let us do this, and
that and the other, and it was so. Was
there anybody in heaven to object and
suy, *“*Don’t you think you had better

ut it off a little. Would not this be a

etter way?” Yes, the devil said so,
and hie says 80 yet, and he is listened
to sometimes by sinners and sometimes
by Saints; for we become the servants
of tnose whom we list to obey.

There are besides these other con-
siderations in conmection with these
mwatters, |

The brethren who have preceded me

f | Teachers, Evangelists, etc.,

one, ‘*Are we not all going into the ce-
lestial kingdom ! 1 think not, unless
we turn roundand mend our ways very
materially. It is only those thatcan
abide a celestial E:ll‘.]l‘j" and obey a ce-
lestizl law that will be pre?nred to en-
ter a celestial kingdom. ‘**Well,"’ says
another, *‘are the others going to be
burned up, ete?”’ No. Do you expect

everybody to walk according to this;

higher law? No, I do not. And dol
expect those that do not, are going in-
to the celestial kingdom? No,l1 do
not. Well, where will they go? If
they are t.n]era,bly good men and do not
do anything very bad, they will get in-
to a terrestrial kingdom, and if there
are some thactcannot abide a terrestrial
law, they may get into a telestial kKing-
dom, or otherwise, as the case may be,
etc., etc. Did you ever read in your
Bibles that *“‘Strait is the gate, and
narrow 1s the way, which leadeth un-
te life, and few there be that find it.”
Did you ever read of the parable of
Jesus where He speaks of the sower
' oing forth to sow, and some seed fell

y the wayside, some among thorns,
and some on stoney ground, etc.?
“But,” says one, ‘‘we thought we had
got it all.” ¥es: but the thorns bave
grown up in many places and choked
the good seed. Sometimes you keep
down vour weeds in the fleld, but do
they come up again? Yes; fresh Crops
keep comming all the time;and I think,
too, that the wheat and the tares were
to grow together for a certain length of
time.

Well, what shall we do? Shall we
go to work and get angry against peo-
ple that do not do exactly right? No.
hey can only do right as God helps
them to doit. They can only do right
as they seek to God for His help to
enable them to do so; they can only do
richt as they are sustained by the
power of God; and if we allow covet-
ousness, pride, envy, jealousy, hatred,
malice, lasciviousness, drun‘zennesﬂ,
Sabbath-breaking, or any other influ-
ence to corrupt and lead us astray from
the light of truth and the sweet con-
soling influences of the Spirit of God,
we shall get into darkness, and then,
as I said before, if the light that is
within us becomes darkness, how great
is that darkness! It is far us to do
rigcht—to observe the law and to keep
the commandments of God, It isright
also for the Presidents of Stakes and
for the Bishops to see that none of
these things that 1 have referred to be
ermitted among the people over
whom they preside. What! Shall we
not let the drunkard wallow in his
drunkenness? Noj; deal with him ae-
cording to the law of God. Shall we
not let the lascivious man wallow in his
corruption? No. According to cer-
tain principles that are laid down in
the book of Docetrine and Covenants
in regard to those things, those who
have entered into the new and ever-
lasting covenant, and have taken upon
themselves certain obligations, if they
commit adultery it is positively said
they shall be destroyed, Now, can
Kuu change that, or can I change it?

(0, I cannot, and you cannot; and you
have no right to permit men to break
the Sabbath, nor to do many of those
acts that many of the Saints are doing,
What are Apostles, Prophets, Pastors,
placed in
the Church for? What were they for
in former days? For the perfecting of
the Saints, for the work of the minis-
try, for the edifving of the body of
Jesus Christ. What are the High
Councils and Bishops®’ Counsels for
but to adjudge all these things? What
are the Teachers and the Priests for?
To assist the Bishops in their endeay-
ors to promote purity and virtue, holi-
ness an‘ righteousness among the peo-
le, That is their office, and if they
do not fulfill that office they are not
magnifying their calling. hey have
no right to condone the sins of men.
The law of God is perfect converting
the soul, and we must be governed by
that law and carry it out, or be made
amenable unto the Lord our God for
the course we pursue, or for neglect-
ing to perform our duties. That is the
way I loog at these things, and if that
is not the case, why are these laws
given to us, Arethey the lawsof God?
We so understand them. Then let us

erform our duties and seck to magni-
y our callings that we may stand
approved and acknowledged of the
Lord,

When I speak of these things, I do
not believe in any kind of tyranny. 1

believe in long-sufiering, in mercy,
in kindness, in gentleness, and
in the love and fear of God.

I do not believe that the Priest-
hood was given t0 man to exercise
dominion and authority over the souls
of other men. Everything ought to be
doune with kKindness and long-suffering,
vet with fldelity to God. The Churc

must be %unﬁml Irowm iniquity of every
kind, that we may stand before God “‘a
glorious Church not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing:”’that when
we get our temples finished we may
enter therein, approach the living God,
and call upon Him for blessings, for
lifeand salvation for ourselves and
others, for deliverance from our ene-
mies, and God will hear our prayers if
we will only be obedient and observe
His law. God is on our side, All hea-
ven isonour side. The ancient Proph-
ets and Patriarchs, and the Son of
God and God the Father, are enlisted
in the cause of Zion. Itisfor usto be
trueto ourselves, and 1 ask no odds of
this world or of its powers, (‘‘Amen"’)

God will take care of His Saints, but |

we must he careful to be Saints,

heaven: for if ever that is done, where
is it to start, do you think, if it does
not begin here among us? God ex-
pecis it at our hands. We are fall of
weaknesses and imperfections, every

oneof us:; but we want to learn the

word, the will, and the law of God,and
to conform to that word and will and
law. Let that law be written upon our
hearts. ILet us seek to magnifv our
callings and honor our God, and the
Lord will take care of the balance. We
need not trouble ourselves much
about our enemies. They have their
ideas, we have ours. We will do as we
have done. We will do the best we
can with them, put our trust in the
living God, and pursue a course that is
wise, prudent and intelligent. We will
clory not in ourselyes, but in the Lord
of Hosts, We will dedicate ourselves,
our wives, our families, our houses
and our lands, and ail that we possess
tothe Lord and feel that we are His
children. If we do this, He will bless
us with life, health and prosperity. He

will control the efforts of our enemies

in the future as He has done in the
past. And here 1 feel to call upon
every: soul to bless and magnify the
God of Israel for His mercies extended
to us in the past; for putting a hook
into the jaws of our encmies that they
have not had power to harm us, and
.He will continue to do it if we will
continue to be faithful, only much
more so; and woe! unto them that
fizht against Zion, for the Lord God of
Hosts will fightagainst them. Amen.
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RICEK COUNTY ITEMS,

Laxe TowN, Rich Ceo,, Utah,
March 23d, 1885,

Editor Desgeret News:

S

Perhaps a few items from our little

village at the southern end .of. Bear
Lake Valley will not be utterly unin-
teresting to your numerous readers.
There are in this settlement about
245 persons; 85of these are under eight
years of age. BSixty-six persons hold
the Priestheod, and hence we are suf-
fering from that **horrible malady*’ our

so-called Liberal citizens delight to

advertise as the
“DOMINATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD.”

For the past eighteen months no
deaths have occurred in our town, ex-

|

cept one in November last, the result

of an accident,

The winter now just over has been
exceptionally mild. The thermometer
has rarely gone lower than zero.

Our stock have fared well and now
are fut and frisky. Business has beep
rather dull, in consequence of the little
or no demand for gmin, etc.

QOur young men’s association have
held their meetings on Sabbath and
Wednesday evenings, and conjointly
with the Y. L. M. I. A. (who hold
meetings weekly) once a month,
through the winter, .

We also have a very creditable Sab-
bath School in operation, with Joseph
(zibbons superintendent.

A very

GOOD SPIRIT PREVAILS

with eur people generally, and an in-
creased desire to attend meetings and
other duties incumbent on them is
gipp:;ent. among the Saints of Lake

OwWn.

Our roads are more favorable to the
eesthetic observer than to our sturdy
tarmers.

of snow, water, mud and dust. There
are quite a num’b

They are a sublime mixture
er of drifts to be dis-

solved before plowing can be fully ac-
complished. Our farmers have not be-

gun that exercise yet, but probably will
do so withina week or two.

Twenty-eight copies of your excel-
lent journal are taken by our citizens,
and seventeeu copies each of the Juve-
nie Instructor and Contributor. Add to
this the fact that our young wmen’s li-
orary contains about seyenty choice
WOrks, valued at as many dollars, and
our Sabbath School library comprises
one hundred books, and you may well
see 10 what extent our people are

PATRONS OF LITERATURE.

Our new meeting house is now com-

pleted and very little remains unpaid of
the $2,700 which the building cuspt.

Twenty births ozcurred in our burg.

last year, all *‘in the marriage rela-
tion.”

Sheriff Call was through here a few
days ago. He and several of the
prominent members of the County
Stock Association . are engaged in
getting evidence in relation to some

CATTLE STEALING
that was transacted in the county and

over the line in Wyoming Territory

during last year. He bas a good clue

as to who are the sinners, and is get-
ting to work in earnest ; .;.s a reaul% he
will doubtless have several cases for
the Utah and Wyoming courts.

- Respectfully your

)
Cro D-HOPPER,

Secretary Lamar has issued an or
closing the Treasury Department (I:lgf
morrow, out of respect to the memory
of the late Jacob Thompson, Secretary
of the Interior under the administras
tion of President Buchansn,




