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IT is quite a privilege for us to meet
together in such assemblies as this
to associate with the priesthood of
the son of god which priesthood Is
also after the order of
andanil after the power of anun endless life
it is d great privilege for us to meet
together to talk over the things per-
taining to the kingdom of god and
to reason and rereflectfletfiet upon those things
that god has revealed for our salva-
tion in time and throughout the eterni-
ties that are to come it is proper
that we should comprehend the vari-
ous positions of men in relation to this
holy priesthood and further that we
should understand the various orders
callings ordinances and organizations
associated with the church and king-
dom of god upon the earth that we
each of us may be prepared to magnify
our calling to honor our god and to
pursue that course always which shalleursuebee acceptable inili tilethe sight of our
heavenly fatherfattier

we are here as jesus was here not
to do our own will but the will of our
eatherrather who sent us ilehe has placed
us here we have a work to do in our
day andaad generation and there is
nothing of importance connected with
anhofan of us only as we are associated
with god and llislIlshis work whether it be
the president of the church the
twelve apostles the presidents of
stakes the bishops or anybody else
and we callcan only thus be of any service
by placing ourselves in a position to
act as god dictates us as ilehe regulates
and manipulates the affairs of hisills
church in the interests of humanity
in behalf of the living and of the dead
in behalf of the world in which we
live and in behalf of those who have
jivehlived before nsus abolaad whowiio will live
after us we can none of us do any-
thing only as we are assisted guided
andaud directed by thath lord no man
ever lived that could adam could
not noah could not even jesus
could not nor could the apostles
thethey were all of themthorn dependent upon
the iodlodgod of israel to sustain them in
all of their acts and in regard to
adam hImAhimselfelfeif as we are so was he
very ignorant of many principles un-
til they were revealed to him and if
thetheyy were revealed to him they did not
originate with him and so it was with
odgersothers we find that adam was direct-
ed of the lord to do a certain thing
that is to offer up sacrifices and
when the anangelanelel of the lord came to
him and saidsala adam why do you
offer up sacrifices adam replied 1 I
do not know but the lord commanded
meine to do it and therefore I1 do it ilehe
did not know what those sacrifices
were for until the lord I1 revealed unto
him the doctrine of tilethe atonement and
the necessity of the fall of man and
pointed out to him the way and man-
ner to obtain an exaltation then he
and eve his witewile rejoiced exceedingly
at the mercy and kindness of the al-
mighty and realized that even in their
falfan they were placed in a position to
obtain a higher gloryannglo a greater ex-
altational than they could nave done
without it now who revealed this to
them the lordlorol through the minis-
tering of an holy angelI1 and in rela-
tion to the dealings of god with all
of the human family it has been pre-
cisely the same we are told for in-
stance that when adam had lived to a
great age that three years before his
death he called together hisals familyfamily
that is some of the leadleadingilig1119 branches
thereof who held the holy priesthood
mentioning the names of many of the
more prominent that hadbad received cer-
tain pecullarpeculiar blessings from the hand
of god and there was manifested to
him all things that should transpire to
his posterity throughout all the future
generations of time andaadnehe prophesied
of these things and also upon those
who were atiwith kimbimhim rested the spirlspirit
of prophecy and he blessed them anaand
they turned around and blessed him
and called him michael the archangel
the prince of I1reacepeace etctc by whataliat
spirit then did adam prophesy and
under what influence was he operating
at that time we are told inili scripture
that the testimony of jesus is the
spirit of prophecypy andano he in common
with his sons who were then associat-
ed with him were inin possession
of that spirit which enlightened
their minds unfolded unto them
the principles of truth and
revealed unto them the things
that would transpire throughout
every subsequent period of time who
manifested these thinthingss the lord
who 0organizedr an1zed the world the lord
who nmadead man upon it the lord
who placed upon it the fowls of the
air the beasts of thetile neldheld and the
lishfish of the sea the lord who sus-
tains all things by his power the
lord who controls the affairs of the
world the lord to whom are we
indebted for life for health and for
every blessing that we enjoy to theeverilorlord ilehe is the god of the earth and
the giver of every good and perfect ggiftift
which wenye enjoy and he desires to
gatherather together a peopleeople that will ob-
serve his laws tratthitthat will keep his
cocommandmentsm inandments that will render
obobedienceediance to hishis will that will sub-
mit to illshis authority and for this pur-
poseose inid different aaresageses of the world
fiufluha hlahaa introduced tiatioano gospel and has
placed man illin possession ththereofercol

nowsow what aaboutbout the positions of
men why it is a good deal as spoken
of in the scriptures and in the revela-
tions which have been given to us per-
taininggainin to these matters that many
have beenreen called and chosen and
that many were elected and selected
to fulfillfulfil certain ofilofficesces it was so re-
vealed to abraham iseite was told that
that there were a great many spirits
many of whom werewire noble who were
destined to holdbold particular positions
among the children ol01 men and
it was said to him and thou
abraham wast one of these

now there are events to transpire
in this day as there have been in other
days and we the elders of israel of
the church of the living god have to
buildupbuild up the church of god thetherlonzionwion
of god and the kingdom of god and
the church has to be purified accord
incins to the law order rule and domin-
ion which god has appointed it is
not for us as the brethren have ex-
pressed aitto receive certain portions
of light and intelligence and with re-
gard to other portion 4 follow ane de
dres of our own hearts thus laying
aside god his rule hisills dominion annand
his authority having begun in the
spirit 1 as paul said arc yeve now
made perfect by the flesh no10 that
is the wrong way about but on the
contrary we ought to tidd1 dd to our faith
virtue to virtue brotherly kindness
to brotherly kindness charity to char-
ity woollinessgodliness that we may be full of
the ight and life and of the spirit and
power of god and approach more
closely to the law of god and be gov-
erned thereby

why are we gathered here to the
land of zion this is called the land
of zion we are called the people of
zion what does zion mean the
pure in peart why area e we cacathereagathered
here one of the prophets in talking1

about it sayssass 161I will take you one off
a city and two otof a family and I1 will
bring you to zion what then 1 I
will givefac them pastors according to
mine awnown heart which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding
that is what we arearc hereherdherefordfor thatnat
we may be fed with knowledge and
understanding that wenye may learn the
law of the gospel the law of the zionwion
of god the laws of the einKinkingdomglom of
god and that we maybemay be instructed in
all things tending to promote the wel-
fare exaltation and happiness of our-
selves our wives our childrenchild reni the
people with whom we are associated
and the world iliin which we live and
act and that we may operate for the
benefit of those who have lived and
stand as saviors upon mountBlount zion 11

in all this as has been said there is
an order we are all dependent the
one upon the other the head cancau not
say to the foot I1 have no need of thee
nor the foot to the head I1 have no feeaneed
of thee nor the hand the arm the lelegg
to the bodylbodai have no need of thee we
are formed into a compact body accord-
ing to the law of god in thethu organiza-
tion of illshis church and it is for us to
magnify the callings unto which we
are called and unless we all of us are
placed under the guidance and direc-
tion of the almiaimialmightyaty we cannot do so
that is those who do not yield them-
selves subsubjecteet tto0 the law of god can-
not do tthatt thingthins but those who
yield themselves subject to the law of
god can do it and do it quite easily
for jesus sayspays take my yoke upon
you and learn of me for I11 am meek
and lowly in heart and ye shall find
restkest unto your souls for my yoke is
easy and my burden is light 19 now
if we yield obedience to abodgod and to
the spirits thattuat dwell within us then
will our light become like that of the
just that chineth brighter and brighter
unto the perfect day but if we dodo not
yield an obedience to the law aud word
and order of the church and kingdom
of god upon the earth the light that
is within us will become darkness
and then as it is said how great
is that darkdarkness I1 we see some-
times men of that character they
are occasionally referred to as
cranks or as the gerigerlgermansnausans use that
term sick they lose the light spirit
and power of god and they do not
comprehend the order of the church
and kingdom of Ggod0 d nor do they
place themselves inn tthehe way to obtain11

a knowledge of these things ththee
first thing they begin to do is to try to
pervert the order of god and to nindrind
fault with their brethren in the holy11loiklolkPriestho id with their bishops withot
their bishops counselors with the
high council perhaps with the presi-
dents of stakes as the case maybemay be
or with the apostles or with the girstfirst
presidency no matter which or how
or when or where now if these
men were walking in the light as god
is in the light they would have fellow-
ship one with another and the blood
of christ would cleanse them from all
sin but when ththey begin to murmur
and complain to adnindfind fault and to give
way to improper influences they give
place to the ddevilevileyll and he ttakeskes poss-
ession justj as faefasfastt and as far as he can
and forces upon them feelings ideas
and principles that are at variance with
the law and order and word and will
tf god

what then arearc we here for what
did jesus come to do ilehe tells us that
he came not to do hisills own will butI1
the will of his father who sent him I1

how are we to obtain a knowledge of
that will I1 will tell you whaiwhat joseph
smith told me I1 have frequently men-
tioned it between forty and fifty
years ago he said tometo moeroe this elder
taylor you have received the holy
ghost follow its teachings some-
times it willNOR seem to you as though it
waswaa hardly tilethe right way no matter
follow ltdits teachings and it will always
lead you right and if you do so it will
by andayand by become to ruuyou aprinarrinprinciplecirlo

of revelation so that you will 1knownow all
things that are necessnecessaryarv for you to be-
come acquainted with now I1 know
that Is true I1 know that behe spoke the
truth and I1 would say that it Is the
privilegelearo of every elder in israel who
hasgrivias received the gittgiftift of the holy ghost
to follow its teachings what was saidsald
by oneffone of the old apostles armanyAsAsamansmanyany
aaas are leded by the spirit of god are the
sonssous of god follow its teachingsteachingst
therefore and do not giverive way to your
own feelings nor to covetousness to
pride nor to vain glory for we none
of us have anything to boast of we
have none of us received anything but
what god has givenriven us if we josIospossesssess
lightit lit or intelligence ororaa knowledgknowledgee of
the things ot god which we dosofromfirul
whence diddd it emanate from god our
heavenly father through the medium
that ilehe has appointed I1 do not wish
to dictate to him the way these thinthingsthinss
shall be done I1 never did while
joseph smith was on the earth I1
looked to him as a prophet of godana
I1 do not believe I1 ever disobeyed him
in one solitary thingthins that he ever re-
quired at my hands and I1 have been
put in some pretty tight places but
that was my feeling that was the idea
I1 entertained towards the priesthood
of the son of god

I1 have also lived in wards I1 do not
know that I1 have ever disobeyed the
requests of a bishop why because
he presidedresided over meine luin a ward capacity
and if he had a right to respect me as
an apostle I1 had a right to respect him
as a bishop and I1 felt a desire
to comply with all the requirements
that were made of me by any of tlthele
properroperropen authorities I1 feelfeet and alwaysravegavehave felt the same towards teachers
if a teacher carmecaroz to my bousebonse or
teachers they generally come two at
a time if I1 happened to be there I1
havenave told them that I1 felt happy to
meet with them and I1 caledcalled totogetherwether
the members otof my familfamily that 11wereere
within my reach and toldtoly them that
the teachers hadbad come to instruct us
permit me here to ask have not I1 a
right say as the president of the
church or as an apostle which I1 was
for many years have not I1 a right or
my familyamilya a right to possess the same
privilegesiMes ththatit others possess and toirivErivhaveuveave iteigethe teachers come to inquire
after my welfare and that of my family
and to see that there is no wrong exist-
ingin have not I1 that right I1 think I1
have if they are the servants of god
have not I1 a right to listen to them
yes I1 have andan I1 feel it my duty to
receive them kindly treat tiietilethemin proper-
ly and listen to their teaching

on the other handchenhand when the teachers
gotot through I1 might give them a littlefinstruction say as an apostle or as a
brother put it any wwayal you likeilke that
while I1 andaud my camifamilykereverewere receivereceivingng
benefits from them it was my duty ouon
the othothererhandhandband to teach and instruct
them inili someome tthingsns that I1 thought
mightml rht benefibenefitt themrwnow these are correct principles in
the church and kingdom of god the

i teacher occupies his place the priest
and deacon occupy their places the
elder occupies his place the bishobishopT
his place the high counsels their
places the presidents of stakes their

and everyone in their fosittpositionon
ought to be hoiholhonoredlored the twelve in
their ethe first presidency in theilthell
place each one yielding proper re-
spect and courtesy and kindness to the
otnerother and when we talk about great
big personages there is no such thing
we are none of us anything only as
god confers blesbiesblessingspings upon us and if
ilehe has conferred anything upon us we
will give him the glory

havinghiang been called to these positions
god expects that we will honor them
that we will esteem it an honor to be
the messengers of salvation the le-
gates of the skies to the nations of
the earth we have a creatareat work to
perform both at home and abroad we
are preaching the gospel to the innab
stants of the earth israel is being
gathered home to zion and in zionwion
we are rearing temples to the name of
the most high11 god and I1 will tell
you how I1 feel that as these temples
are advancing while we arearc preparing
holy places in which to administer thuthetho0
ordinances of god pertaining to the
livliving1 and the dead 1I feel that welye

I1 odbought to begin to prepare ourselves to
enter into these holy places and to
feel that we arc thethu sons of god with
out rebuke in the midst of a crooked
undtudd pervperrperversecrse generationLrationaerationne wewc ought to
wake up anda d putut our houses iliin order
and our hearts in order we ought to
conform to the word the will audand the
law of god wenye ought to let god rule
in zion to let illshis law oeof written upon
our hearts and to feel the responsibil-
ity of the great work we are called up-
on to perform we should see that
our bodies and our spirits are purepurcaudcandand
that they are free from contamination
of every kind we are here to build
up the zion of god and to this andave
must subject our bodies and our spspirits1r 1 ts
to the law to the word and to the willwm
of god being here in zion we want
to seeyee that thing that jesus told illshis
disciplesdisciple to pray for take place 1I thy

I1 kingdomkin- dom come stiv will oebe done on
earth as it is in heaven how was it
done in heaven god and the
worlds were formed according to illshis
word god said let us do thistills and
eliatt batandiudundind the other and it was so was
therethere anybody in heaven to object and
say dont you think you hadbad better
put it off a little would not this be atntbetterater way yes the devil said so
andeeand lledle says so yet and he is listened
to so sometimes by sinners and sometime
bfby saints for we become the servantsservants
of0 thoseenose whom we list to obey

there are besides these other ccon-
siderations

0 11

bideside rationsonsous in connection with ththeseee0
luattera

the brethren who have preceded maine i

this evening have refereferred to the celes
terrestrialterrestial and kingkingdomsdomst

and the laws pertaining therthereuntocunto
we are told that if wuwe cannot abide
the law of the celestial kingdom we
cannot inherit a celestial glory Is
not that doctrine yes but says
one 11arelre we not all going into the ce-
lestial ikingdom I1 I1 think not unless
we turn round andalid mend our ways very
materially it Is only those that can
abide a celestial glory and obey a ce-
lestial law tbthatatwillwill be prepared to en-
ter kingdom well says
another are the others going to be
burned up etc no do you expect
everybodybody totd walk acoraccordingdlugdiug to thisgeryhigherher lalawv no I1 do not and doldoido I1
expect those that donot are going in-
to the celestial kingdom no I1 do
not well where will they go if
they are tolerably good men and do not
do inyanythingthing very bad they will get in-
to a terrestrial kingdom and ifit there
are some thaethac cannot abide a terrestrial
law they may get into a king-
dom or otherwise as the case may be
etc etc did you ever read in your
bibles that strait is the gateate and
narrow is the way which un-
to life and few there be that find it
did you ever read of the parable of
jesus where ilehe speaks of thefhe
going forth to sow and some seed fell
by the wayside some amoamonganz thorns
and some on stoney ground etc

but says one livewe thought wenye had
got it all yes but the thorns have
grown up in many places and choked
the good seed sometimes you keep
down your weeds in the field but do
tiletiiev come up again Yyeses freskfreshtresh cropcrops
kekeepp coming all the time and I1 think
too that tilethe wheat and tiletiietile tares were
to grow together for a certain length of
time

well what shall we do shall we
go to work and get anangryry against peo-
ple that do not do exactly right no
they can only do right as god helps
them to do it they can only do right
as they seek to god for illshis help to
enable them to do hoso they callcan only do
richtright as they are sustained by the
power of god and if wenye allow covet-
ousness

covet-
ousous ness pride envy jealousy hatred
malicemaltee lasciviousness drunkennessdrunkenness
sabbath breaking or any other influ-
ence to corrupt and lead us astray from
the light of truth and the sweet con-
soling influences of the spirit of god
we shall get into darkness and then
as I1 said before if the light that is
within us becomes darkness how great
is that darkness I1 it is tw us to do
right to observe the law and to keep
the commandments of god it is right
also for the presidents of stakes and
for the bishops to seesec that none of
these things that I1 have referred to be
pepermitted amons the people over
wwhom0 in theyhey preside Wwhathat shall we
not let tiiethe drunkard wallow in his
drunkenness no deal with him ac-
cording to the law of god shall we
not let tthehe lascivious man wallow in his
corruption no according to cer-
tain principles that are laid down in
the book of doctrine and covenants
inili regard to those things those who
have entered into the new and ever-
lasting covenant and have taken uupon
themselves certain obligations if theyey
commit adultery it is positively saisatsaid
they shall be destroyed now can
youu change that or can I1 change it10no0 I1 cannot and you cannot andaud youu
havehc no right to permit men to breakk
the sabbath nor to do many of those
acts that many of the saints are doing
what are apostles prophets pastors
teachers evangelists etc placed in
the church for what were they for
in former days for the perfecting of
the saints for the work of the minis-
try for the edifying of the body of
jesus christ what are the high
councils and bishops counsels for
but to adjudge all these thines what
are the teachers and the priests for
to assist the bishops in their endeav-
ors totci promote purity and virtue holi-
ness and righteousness amongamono the peo-
ple that is their office andad if thetheyV
do not fulfill that office they arearc not
magnifyingmagnifyin their calling they have
no right to condone the sins 001t men
the law of god is perfect converting
the soul and we must be governed by
that law and carry it out or be made
amenable unto the lord our god for
the course we pursue or for neglect-
ingin to perform our duties Thatisthat is the
way I1 ioosloos at these things and if that
is not the case why are these laws
given totousus are they tiletiie laws of god
we so understand them then let uslis
perform our duties and seek to magmagniillliiI1
fy our callings that we may stand
approved and acknowledged of the
lord

when I1 speak of these things I1 do
not believe in any kind of tyranny I1
believe in long suffering in mercy
I1inn kindness inill gentleness and
in the love and fear of god
I1 do not believe that the priest-
hood was given to man to exercise
dominion and authority over the souls
of other men everything ought to be
douedone with kindness and ionglong n
yet with fidelity to god the churchchur R

mustalist be purified iromfrom iniquity of every
kind that we may stand before god a
glorious church not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing that when
we get our temples finished we mavmay
enter therein approach the living god
and call upon him for blessings for
liflandlifeilfe and salvation for ourselves and
others for deliverance from our ene-
mies and god will hear our prayers if
we will only be obedient andanci observe
illshis law god is on our side all hea-
ven is conouron our side the ancient proph-
ets and patriarchs and the son of
god and god the father are enlisted
in the cause of zion it is fortor us to be
true to ourselves and I1 ask no odds oft
thistills world or of its powers amenarneno
god will take carocare 0of illshis saints but
we must bo careful to boba saintasalute i

arise therefore ye elders of israel
yeyc priests Telteacherschers and deacons ye

presidents of stakes bishops and
high counselors ye apostles and first
presidency and all of us arise I1 and
let us co to work with a will to do the 4

will of god on earth as it is done in
heaven for if ever that is done where
Is it to start do you think if it does
not begin here among us god ex
pacts it at our hands wo are full of
weaknesses and imperfections every
oneoneffof us but we want to learn thinthe
word the will and the law of godgodanaand
to conform to that word and willawill and
law let that law be written upon our
hearts let us seek to magnify our
callings and honor our god and the
lord will take care of the balance wenye

need not trouble ourselves much
about our enemies they have their
ideas we have ours we will do as we
have done we will do the best we
can with them put our trust in tiethe
living god and pursue a course that Is
wise prudent and intelligent we will
glory not in ourselves but in the lordlordi
of hosts we will dedicate ourselves
our wives our families our houses
and our lands and aaliall1 that we possess
to the lord and feel that we are ills
children if we do this ilehe will bless
us with life health and prosperity ilellehelher
will control the efforts of our enemle
in tilethe future as ilehe has done in ththe
past and here I1 feel to call uponit
every soul1 to bless and magnify ththa
god of israel for his mercies extendedd
to us in the past for putting a hoohookek
into the jaws of our enemies that thetheys
have not had power to harmbarm us and 1
11he will continue to do it if we will 5
continue to be faithful only much i

more so and woe unto them that 1

light againstagainst zion for thetile lord god of
hosts will fight aagainstadinst them amen j
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village at the southern end of bear
lake valley will not be utterly unin-
terestingte to your numerous readers

there are in this settlement about
persons 85 of these are under eight

years of age sixty six persons hold
the priesthood and hence we are suf-
fering from that horrible malady ouroar
so called liberal citizens delight to
adveradvertisetse as the

domination OF THE priesthood
I1

for the eighteen months1 past noj I1

deaths have occurred in our town ex
capt one in november last thethi result 1

of an accident
the winter now just over has been

exceptionally mild the thermometer
has rarely gone lower than zero

our stock have fared well and nownov
are fat and frisky business has beedbeen
rather dull in consequence of the little
or no demand for grainrain etc

our young berilsmens association hwbant
held their meetings on sabbath abiband
wednesday evenings and conjointly
with thetho fac L M 1I A who hold
meetings weekly once a month T
through the winter h

we also have a very creditable sab
bath school in operation with josephlyjosephlk
gibbons superintendent 11

A very h
GOOD SPIRIT PREVAILS

with our people generally and an in
creased desire to attend meetings and i

other duties incumbent on them Isisriapparent among the saints of laketown
our roads are more favorable to thethi

oesaesthetic observer than to our sturdy
farmers they are a sublime mixture
of snow water mud and dust there
are quite a number of driftsdrifus to be dis- i

solved before plowing can be fully ac-
complishedcomplished our farmers have not be-
gunun that exercise yet but probably will
do so vithina week or twotwenty eight copies of your excel-
lent journal are taken by our citizens
and seventeenbeventecn copies each of the juve-
nile instructor and contributor add to0this the fact ththatat our young mens lilil-

icontacontainsns about seyescyeseventyit choiceice
works valued at as many dilarsodollars aaudandU dour sabbath school library comprisesse
one hundred books andaud you may well
see to what extent our people are

PATRONS OF LITEliterature
our new meeting house is now com-

pleted and very little remains unpaid of
the which the building costtwenty births occurred in our burglast yayearear all in the marriage rela-
tion

sheriff call was through here a few
days ago lieile and several of theprominent members of the county
stock association are engaged ingettinggettin evidence in relation to somehome I1

CATTLE STEALING
that was transacted in the county andover the line in wyomingg Territory 1

during last year ilehe has a good clueas to who are the sinnerswinners and is getette ti i

tinting to work in earnest as a result hcbewill doubtless have several cases fortfor
F 4

1 1

the utah and wyoming courts
respectfully yours

clodhopperCLOD HOPPER

secretary lamar has issued anail orderordeeclosing3 the treasury department to-morrow 0morroww out of respect to the memomemory
of the late jacob Thompthompsonsonisont Secsecretaryrol01 thetho interior under thetha administra-tion adminta traof


