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tion of those interested to the following
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that the enemy who declared war
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are much more powerful and numer
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opposition gets through with its u!tuk-s

on the present government for mis
agoment of the war, and «,\ the lum lll
Hoers get through tak! advant
that mismanagement, ',1»' war depart.
ment will be ready for the greatest
shake-up it has known within the mem.
ory*of itg oldest fossil,

Ag A veteran war correspondent obe
110 me yesterday: “‘The war office
has always the weed garden of
British politics amd society. Jt has been
the remaindng department in which
the royal r,m My has had much personal
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influence vailable 1 providing fat
places for h.pll born but gnh wwise un-
digtinguighed personages, from the

Duke of Cambridge down. Hence the
most important office in the cabinet
next 1o that of premier has beann, abov
il others, the socliety portfollo. Billets

In the war office have been sought afte:
o mo than good places in the
treasury, The bost familles have al-
ways been wanting places there for
thelr sons

“It was soclety as much as pohtics
that sent to the front some of the gen-

eralg now there, There {8 no harm in
mentioning the name of oneof them, for
even the Times has. pricted letters
which it is stated without reserve that

! he has not proved himself to be the man

Paul Methoen ¥
I am told that his
Was a sooiety appointment, pure and
gimple, and it is reasonable to suppose

for the place, Gen,

that the marqguis of Lansdowne was re- |
il lmportant ]

sponsible for it, although
appointments are supposed to come
primarily from the commander-in<chlef
subject to the indorsement of the war
secretary.”

Perhaps some factg about the present
secretary of state for war will help
American readers to get a better grip
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lead to the signation of the Marquis
of Landsdowne, This extraordinary
affir concerns the status of Sir Wil-

lla.: Francis Butler, who was in com.

twand of the troops In Sauth Africa un.
til the Transvaal war became a cep-
talnty, It was his place to learn and
to report the exact strength of the
Boers and to provide the British gov.

ernment  with such informatlon as
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The Boers alm
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PEACE IN THE VERY CENTER OF THE HOTTEST WAR AREA.
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of thelr arull

would enable it to be prepared fully to
cope with them Yel every one Knows
now that the Boers caught Great Brit.
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It was said at first that S8ir Willlam
had been either blind or traitor, That
extreme word was actually used In

public speeches. Rir William said noth-

Ing, and when he reached home re
ceived a nominal promotion Since
then the rumor has spread that Sh
Willlam not only was Informed as to
the strength of the Boers, bt that he
urged and pleaded with the war office
repeatedly for immediate l‘?'l‘l'l'[ gl
on their part Bome of Gen. Welse
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backed Sir William's report, but that
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The British war offices are involved
us mm' grehitecturally as they are

The famiilar old bullding
which generally |8 known
18 In reality only one
of fifteen bulldl which the work
of the department {2 carried on by 700
men Nine of them are strung along
helter skelter in Pall Mall, and the
others are scattered around elsewhere
Lord Landsdowne and Lord \\-nlunlm
are in the main bullding, and both are
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Ten o'clock usually finds them at their
desks, and both consider themseives
lucky If they can manage to get away
by 8 o'clock ~—Curtls Brown,ln 8t. Louls
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pl on the river where Buller and
Jout are now strugegling that it is
| Known to the natives as Blood River,
and Is frequently called by that name
among the Boers
The first known battle to have oc-
urred on its banks took place during

between Zulug and Katfirs,
m whit Is now Weenen, al.
though not quite go far Inland, says the
Louls Globe-Democrat The great
Zulu cohlef, Tchaka, had succeeded In
conquering nearly all the Kafir
country south of the Tugela, and had
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gomwe reason that Is net known to this
} a Jurge party of Kaftir warriors
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"W |

1858, o™

t Retlef ar

the mas
Ly of his

curred
il mey

Wt oa Hd st of the
ground where th Diritish and Boers
have been strugeling for so many
weeks Retief was at the head of a ¢
wrge caravan of Boers which had trek
ked into the Zulu country. He and his
followers had be 1 intoe Din
gaan's kranl to g feast and

were treachs
ing the blach 14
the caravan g led In defending
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