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about bard times ougbt to pray that
one of itse consequences may be the
restoration of hard sense to thuse who
during some years past have been
chaeing baubles and imagining vaip
things. ‘Thrift, thrift, Horatio, is
what the Utonians peed a little brusk-
fog upin. Weearnestly asdviee thoete
who have orobharde, or Who bhave land
on which 1t le possible to plamt or-
obarde, to take a leaf out of frlend
Warner’'s book. It wouldo’t need
msnv trees producing auch magnifi-
cent fruit as he sende, to keep & whole
famlly in comfort the year round,
besldes providing a little surplue oash
now aud then to put In the savinge
bank.

A YEAR OF JUBILEE.

Various plans are now being formed
tor the celebration of the year of 1900,
the last of the present century, One

proposition, made by the editor of the
Christign Stalesman, i8 to make ita
year of Jubflee in every country where
the nume of our Lord is known., The
iden isto celebrate It as the nineteen
hundredth spniversary ot the birth of
Christ, by a number of conventions
extending through the whole year and
8o arranged that tourlsls can atteud
the whole series if they foe] so Jie-
posed. ]

It would be & good ideP, In cConnec-
tion with this proposed celebration, to
reconsider the wholequestlon of thetrue
commencement of the Christian era.
Witn the varfous rescurces now at hand,
astronomicnl, arctloglonl and his.
torigal, it might be boped that strietly
scieutitic researches would,l lead il.(:i
something definite, or Learly so, In
regard logthla matier. The methpd of
dating events from the birth of Christ
waa Jntroduced, we are told, in the
midile of the slxth century by the
Roman abbot Dionysiue Exiguus.
Previous to his time Corletian writers
badu dated frown various events in the
lite of the Fou.der of our taith. To
maik the year of the birth se the ﬂrs.t
of the epoch would seemn Mnost Dataral.
But untortunately when the Iuea first
oceurred to Dionysius the year and the
date were forgolten, and according
to the records he had, after a labori-
ous computlation he beld that
the nntivity took Dlace lu the 753rd
year after the foundativm of Rume.
Later investigators have fried to ahow
that he probably placed it at least four
yeura too late, w hich would meke the
prerent year the ejghteen hundred and
ninety-seventh Of our ers.

The guestivon of in what menth or
on what day the nativity occurred
may be of less Importatee for chrono-
logical purposes. Writure on the sub.
Ject dieagree, placing It In nearly
every month of the year. One thing
seems quite certain, however. It Jid not
tak® place in December, aa the com-
mop practice of celebrating Christmns
ip that inonth would imply. ‘Toe an-
puneiati»n of the advent wus made
during a seakon when the shef-
herds, Instead of leading thelr
flocke to the fold uurlng the pight as
they invarinb y do in Palestine during
the rainy seasob, weére walching them
grazing 1o the fields Burrounding
Bethlehem. This would indicate that
the great event Occuirr:d rather In the

r than in mid wister.,
ﬂp}:,:\li.mf Just beeu eald, tbe present

time would seem to he appropriate to
give the whole subject & most thorough
investigation, The result, would be of
interest to the whole Christian world,

ANNEXATION'S FUTURE IS PAST.

The eastern papers seemed for & tme
to have generally come to the conolu-
sjon tbat the unlou of Utah and

Nevada would be s satisfactory settle-
ment of what they are Jlspored to con-
sider two vexing queatione. Quce in a
while, bowsever, the correspendents
from Washington pointed out the ab-
surdities of the proposition, and pupe-
tured the pretensions of thuse who by
favoring tbe scheme think to give
evidenoce of statesmansbip. Latterly
editorial oplnjon on the subject is also
undergoing a change. Wheu pople
tske tne time to look at the matter
calmly they aoo » gee how many Jiffi.
culties are iu the way.

Asllong agoas the 11th {nst, the New
York World was telegrapbleally in-
tormed by itse Washington man tbut
thers wue little proapect of the annexa-
tion echeine gotug through. Delegute
Rawline of thie Territory is quoted as
putting the case ju the following
pungent and unanswerable fushion:

Buch a bill could never paes Congresy
for varigus reasonr. In the first place
the pecple of both 1he State and the Ter-
ritory are opposed Lo it, aLd my people
especially are aguiust itr, Such a'consolj-
dailon could not be made without the
consent of the people ot Nevada, and
lkey would nover give thoir cousent. It
would make a siale 1,000 miles wide, and
the only coinmunpication” from one side
to the oiber would be across a desert
bundreds of miles wide.

-—

THE RAILROADS.

It i noted thut the repcris of the
) It retate Commerce commissi§n bave
a babit of appearing ut times when the
mezaure of their uee’ulness is Inrgaly
spen!, and while thle s complained i
b the East we of the Wesl bave more
ground for compiaint. ''hey bhave
more roads of wall kiods than we and
1 sddition have pum rous walerways
which we have not,ro that railway
commuDbicstion le & subject thut
‘‘touches ue very near’? indeed. Tpe
fifth aunual report of the commigsion
was reeently lssued, and as it is for
the year ended June 20, 1892, and thue
sixiosn months behing time, the force
of the firsi remark above made wiil he
more readily aj preciated.

Liie shown thereby that although a
prospércus year there was a creat (all-
ing oft in construction, only 3160 miles
haviug heen built. The figures for the
preseut yienr must, tnervfore, show
Al exiraordinary ueorease, [t would
seem  that the railway needs
ol  the country ure far from
belng  supplied, although in many
seotlons, particularly in the eparsely
populated reyions of the far West,
there hee heen m great waste in the
peedlese bullding of muny parallel
inis by competing companies. *W nlje
the Investing publicis very much of a
fool part of the time, It {6 Dot a fonl Bl
the time, lor, sooner or later, experl-
ence must teach it something.’’ A nu
It begins 1o look as If this great falling

oft-in construction were chietly yue to

tte fact that investors have very
largely awakened to a consclousncss ot
the character of the muthods emnployed
to secure cash for the various lssues of
stook and bonds that form a preliminary
to rallway building, We are shown
that tke millions that have proven
awn absolute lose to railway investors
would fill a very large bole. The pro-
portion of dividend to non-dividend
paying eecurities makes an eloguent
commeut upon this fact, [Upon nearly
$3,000,000,000 of atock, or 6U.80 per
cent of the whole, no dividends were
pald and this ralses the interesting
guestion se to bow much stock, Lbhat
which pays divldends and the other
kind, represenia “*water.??

The Boston Herald properly voloes
the pituation when it sayes that while
the railway development of the [United
SBtates hns been something magnifi-
cept, and largely underlies fhe growth
of thie country, when we consider it
from the point of view of the capltal
engayed In the work, the reilways
themeelves, taken in the lump, Jo not
form a monument to business sagacity.
Anotber thing to he consldered Is the
fact that during the year ome person
out of 322 among railway employes
was kuled and one in seventy-uine
was injored by aceildents, emphasizing
1be need of national lawe requiring

the adoption of all possible salety appil-
wDCer,

. ———

ACTORS AND ACTING.

Ricbard Henry Stpddard recently
Wrole an article on the druma of the
day in which ue enys 4t a poet In our
duy wrole a play in Jdramatic hlapk
veree It would iail, because modern
pilayers are not intelligent enough to
read hlenk verse correctly., Hdwin
Buoth wus the list of the grest players
and there are no more intellectual
sudiences,’’ With these comclusions
the New Yok Wortd distinctly and
emphatically uiffers, and the latier is
as much wu Butbority on uramalic
allaire as the yitted critic and poet
bimeelf. That paper thinke it is g
mark of senility to helieve that when
your favorlte actor dies acting must of
uscessily stop. Plays are stili oocca-
siouslly writien in hiank verse, and
bere nnd there audiences have Intel]]-
gonce endugh to estirnate them at thefr
trus worth,*?

Tuis is doubtless true. ,Audfenoes
ure io eome extent at lewst what
uctore muke them and vice versa,
Tuey are in cousiant communion und
sympalby, neither progressing vory far
nhove of beyond the olher as & rule.
Qur cotemperary does not rest its case
there, however. It goes on to show
that Edwin Booth wae not the last of
the great players any more than he
was the firet.  ““Thie glory and merit ot
the historlo urame do not center jn ah
individual, and bever bave. Men
oome “and go, but the Jrama etays
sud grows apuce colocidentally with
the growth of ijntelligence und the
wl\ienlug resvh «f knowledge all s bout
it.”

The cobeluding portion affirme our
owa couclusion substantially, and we
are reandy to concur wilh the other,

that Euwin Booltbh wae pot tne
lant ot the great sacters. As the
NEwS  looks at the psubject—

and B bost of pluygoers, playreadersy



