
THE DESERET
outo-utfa-thera-

ther or mother without beginning
or endfOnd of days

Now let me say first that I cannot
but admire the simplicity and directness
of these questions and the candor with
which they are asked This Elder evi-evievi-
dently

evi-
dently

evievi-
dentlydently recognizes that these questions
demand rational answers and that al-alal-

though
alal-

thoughthough an Elder can Retget out of themthem-
asas many do by quibbles and sophistry
more or less ingenious the difficulties
remain still He also feels an assurance
that there is a rational explanation for
them Whether my answers will be an
improvement upon his own remains toto-

be
to-

be
to-

bebe seen I feel to apologize that other
work crowding upon me has left his letlet-let-
ter

let-
ter

letlet-
terter so long unanswered

First then as to the passages God
I is a Spirit and a Spirit hath not flesh

and bones as ye see me have It is nono-

I

eVidence of astuteness to set passages of
I

Scripture in opposition to one another
I Nothing is easier Nor does this apply

to the Bible alone I venture to say that
I there is no work in science philosophy

or law but will yield quibbles in the
same way In the case of law oror-

FF science or philosophy the man who
thus takes advantage of individual paspas-pas-
sages

pas-
sages

sa-
fes

p-assages is recognized as a quibblerquibblers and IS
treated with the contempt that his ignor-
ance

ignor-
anceance merits But in the case of Bible
doctrine or things divine the man be-bebe-

comes
be-

comes
bebe-

comescomes the founder of a new sect
Many examples of this truth will comecome-

to
come-

to
come-

toto mind withlith a little reflection For inin-

stance
in-

stance
in-

stancestance a sect was formed in Virginia
on the papassagesage in Acts ii Repent
and be baptized everyoneevery one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ To prove that
the words italicised are the right words
to be used in the formula olof baptism
and not in thelle name of the Fatherker Son
and Holy Ghost the only example In
Scripture of either is quoted Acts
HAndAnd when they heard this they werE
baptizedd in the name of the Lord Jesus

Reflect a moment how inconsistent itit-

is
it-

is
it-

isis to put faith in menmer who prove one
passage of Scripture false in order to
prove anothernother true If in this case the
SaviorsSavior's words Matt 2818 be proven
falsehowhow much respect can we have for
PetersPeter's Acts Is it not plainly the
dutydut otof the preacher to reconcile these
passages AndAndnd if he cannot do it is it
not plainly his duty to acknowledge his
blindness anaand cease trying to lead the
blind Nothing seems more rational
And if men would apply the same rearea-rea-
soning

rea-
soning

rea-
soning to preachers that they do to me-me

these pretenders to divine wiswis-wis-
dom

wis-
dom

wis-
domdom would soon be sat down upon
Witness how beautifully in our formula
of baptism these passages are reconrecon-
ciledcUedcried

I1 use thisthis illustration to indicate with
what attitude our Elders should meet
such quibblers Let them make the
people see that he who tries to set GodsGod's
word against itself is not worthy to be
listened to no matter how ingeniousaandd plausible may be his theories

God is a Spirit This is sufficient
for such thenmen It coincides with a prepre-pre-
conceived

pre-
conceivedconconceived philosophy I hear the
winds sighing God is there I go into
my gardengarden- Wha a transformation
since last 1 he flowers flash inin-

the
in-

thethe sunlight every hue of the rainbowrai-nandnd 1i know God is there My children
run to me with a and when their
loving arms cloclose aboutabout my neck I
knowbow God dwells in them IgoI go out
low the starrystarry night andand gazeg ze uponon the
spangled universe and aa voice ofof aweawe

I

comes to me Lo God is there God isis-

a
is-

a
is-

aa Spirit and lives where ever there is
life and motion etc This is the God
of sectarians It is the universal God
Pan of Oriental nations and of the
Greeks It was one of the first evievi-
dences

evi-
dences

evi-
dencesdences of the great that this
vague entity took thetheplaceplace of
the God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob
It was not the SaviorsSavior's words as quoted
by StJohnSt John God is a Spirit which led
to the sectariann idea of a being without
body parts and passions But it is
this remark which gives color and sup-
port

sup-
port

sup
port to the idea

What did John mean then He surely
had read Genesis and knew that man IS
made in the image of God He had
heard our Savior say Who hath seen
me hath seen the Father He knew
that Christ was the brightness of His
FFathersFather'sther's glory the expressexpress image of
HIs person In short he kneww that our

ather is a perfected glorified Man
Did he then intend to set the entire
burden of Scripture at naught and
proclaim a new madebeingbeing made of such
stuff as dreams are

But asks the Elder AreClAre we to
ignore this passage and hold to the
tenor of all the other Scriptures Cer-
tainly

Cer-
tainly

Cer-
tainly not To ignore it or by other
passages try to prove it false would bebe-
as

be-
as

be-
asas contemptible in a Latter-dayLatter Saint as-

for
as-

for
as

for the sectarians on the other hand to
accept it as true and iignorenore or hold
false what opposes the idea they get
from it They are both true and the
sect that cannot reconcile them is un-unun-
worthy

un-
worthy

unun-
worthyworthy of human following

The passage may mean two things
I1 It may mean God the Holy Ghost

is a spirit In this case there can be no
difficulty about the passage It is
literally true In this aspect God manimani-mani-
fests

mani-
fests

mani-
fests himself inio all His works God is
nature in this sense all that lives and
moves and has a being exists by virtue
of this supreme power I-fIf God should
withdraw this spirit all flesh would
crumble into dust Spencer the prince
of agnostics recognizes God in this
aspect InuIn the midst of allaU mysteries
andaDd uncertainties one thing is absolutely
certain We are ever in the presence of
the infinite and eternal energy whence
all things proceed It is in this capacity
that we can speak of God as everywhere
present

2 It may refer to God the Father InIn-
this

In-
this

In-
thisthis case it is figuratively true For in-inin-

stance
in-

stance
inin-

stancestance John also says God is love
Isaiah says Justice and judgment are
the habitants i e sit in or occupy Thy
throne This figure of speech wherewhere-where-
in

where-
in

where-
inin a quality is mattemade to take the place of
the possessor ofot that quality is called
metonymyy No figure is more common
in scripture Just as justice and judgjudg-judg-
mentment cannot in fact be habitants of a
throne but are qualities of Him who I

sits upon the throne so love is a quality
so spirit is a quality We can with the
same figure say man is a spiritandspirit
would it not be true Take his spirit
away and what is left is nothing but
clay

This I take it is the true meaning of
the passage The preceding verse
john 4 23 refers to the Father who is
shortly to be worshipped in a different
fashion from the material way in which
the Jews worshipped Him viz the
true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit andinand inn truththattruth that is
by the enlightened power of tiethe Holy
Ghost as opposedo tto the formalismcold

of the law of Moses Then follows the
passage God is a spirit and they
that worship Him must worship Him inin-

spirit
in-

spirit
in-

spiritspirit and inin truth That is God is
Immortal of the nature of spirit and
must be worshipped by a way analogous
to His own nature and not in awaya way
that would gratify a mortal being

The other questions will be considered
in due time N L N
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