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out father or mother, without beginning
or end of days?”

Now, let me say first, that I cannot
but admire the simplicity and directness
of these questions and the candor with
which they are asked. This Elder evi-
dently recognizes that these questions
demand rational answers, and that al-
though an Elder can “get out of them,”
as many do, by quibbles and sophistry
more or less ingenious, the difficulties
remain still. Healso feels an assurance
that there is a rational explanation for
them. Whether my answers will be an
improvement upon his own, remains to
be seen. I feel to apologize that other
work crowding upon me has left his let-
ter so long unanswered.

First, then as to the passages, “God
is a Spint,” and a “Spirit hath not flesh
and bones as ye see me have.” [t i1sno
evidence of asiuteness to set passages of
Scripture in opposition to one another
Nothing is easier. Nor does this apply
to the Bible alone. I venture to say that
there is no work in science, philosophy,
or law, but will yield quibbles in the
same way. In the case of law, or
science, or philosophy, the man who
thus takes advantage of individual pas-
sages is recognized as a quibbler, and s
treated with the contempt that his ignor-
ance merits. Butin the case of Bible
doctrine or things divine, the man be-
comes the founder of a new sect.

Many examples of thistruth will come
to mind with a little reflection. For in
stance,a sect was formed in Virginia
on the passage in Acts ii: “Repent
and be bapuzed every one of you in ke
name of Jesus Christ.” To prove that
the words italicised are the right words
to be used in the formula ol baptism
and not “in the name of the Falher, Son,
and Holy Ghost,” the only example in
Scripture of either 1s quoted: (Acts 19:5)
““And when they heard this, they were
baptiz:-d in the name of the Lord Jesus.”’

Reflect a moment how inconsistent it
is to put faith in mer. who prove one
passage of Scripture false in order to
prove another true. If in this case the
Savior’s words (Matt 28:18) be proven
false, how much respectcan we have for
Peter’s? (Acts 2:38.) Is it not plainly the
duty ot the preacher to reconcile these
passages? And if he cannot do it, is it
not plainly his duty to acknowledge his
blindness, ana cease trying to lead the
blind? Nothing seems more rational.
And if men would apply the same rea-
soning to preachers that they do to me-
chanics, these pretenders to divine wis-
dom would soon be sat down upon.
Witness how beautifully in our formula
of baptism these passages are recon-
ciled.

1 use this illustration to indicate with
what attitude our Elders should meet
such quibblers. Let them make the
people see that he who tries to set God’s
word against itself is not worthy to be
listened to, no matter how ingenious
and plausible may be his theories.

“"God is a Spirit.” This is sufficient
for such men. It coincides with a pre-
conceived philosophy. “I hear the
winds sighing: God is there. I go into
my garden. Wha a transformation
since last night! The flowers flash in
the sunlight every hue of the rain-bow,
and 1 know God is there. My children
run to me with a -mile, and when their
loving arms close about my neck, I
know God dwells in them. Igo out
into the starry night, and gaze upon the
spangled universe, and a voice of awe

comes to me Lo, God is there. Godis
a Spirit, and lives where ever there is
life and motion,” etc. This is the God
of sectarians. Itis the universal God
Pan of Oriental nations and of the
Greeks, It was one of the first evi

dences of the great apostacy, that this
vague,indefinite entity took the place of
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
It was not the Savior’s words as quoted
by St. fohn, “God is a Spirit,” which led
to the sectarian idea of a being “‘without
body, parts, and passions.” But it is
this remark which gives color and sup

port to the idea.

What did John mean, then? He surely
had read Genesis, and knew that man is
made in the image of God. He had
heard our Savior say ‘‘Who hath seen
me hath seen the Father!’ He knew
that Christ was the *‘brightness of His
Father’s glory, the express image of
His person.” In short he knew that our
Father is a perfected, glorified Man.
Did he then intend to set the entire
burden of Scripture at naught and
proclaim a new being—‘‘made of such
stuff as dreams are?”

“But,”’ asks the Elder, “*Are we to
ignore this passage, and hold to the
tenor of all the other Scriptures? Cer-
tainly not: To ignore it, or by other
passages try to prove it false, would be
as contemptible in a Latter-day Saint as
for the sectarians on the other hand to
accept it as true, and ignore or hold
false what opposes the idea they get
from it: They are both true, and the
sect that cannot reconcile them is un-
worthy of human following.

The passage may mean two things.

1. It may mean God the Holy Ghost
is a spirit, In this case there can be no
difficulty about the passage It 718
literally true.  In this aspect God mani-
fests himself in all His work.s Gecd is
nature in this sense, all that lives and

moves and has a being, exists by virtue,

ot this supreme power. . “If God should
withdraw this spirit all flesh would
crumble into dust.”” Spencer, the prince
of agnostics, recognizes God in this
aspect. “In the midst of all mysteries
and uncertaioties one thing is absolutely
certain: We are ever in the presence of
the infinite and eternal energy whence
all things proceed.” It isin this capacity
that we can speak of God as everywhere
present.

2. It may refer to God the Father. In
this case it is figuratively true. For in-
stance, John also says: “God is love.”
Isaiah says: *‘Justice and judgment are
the babitants (i. e. sit in, or occupy) Thy
throne ”’  This figure of speech, where-
in a quality is made to take the place of
the possessor of that quality, is called
metonymy. No figure is more common
in scripture. Just as justice and judg-
menpt cannot in fact be habitants of a
throne, but are qualities of Him who
sits upon the throne, so love is a quality,
so spirit is a quality. We can with the
same figure say man is a spirit—and
would it not be true? Take his spirit
away and what is left is nothing but
clay.

This, I take it, is the true meaning of
the passage. The preceding verse,
(John 4: 23) refers to the Father who is
shortly to be worshipped in a different
fashion from the material way in which
the Jews worshipped Him viz: “‘the
true worshippers shall worship the
Father inspinit and in truth’’—that is,
by the enlightened power of the Holy
Ghost, as opposed to the cold formalism

of the law of Moses. Then tollows the
passage: “God is a spirit, and they
that worship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth.”” That is, God is
immortal, of the nature of spirit, and
must be worshipped by a way analogous
to His own nature, and not in a way
that would gratly a mortal being.

The other questicns will be considered
in due time. NN

SUNDAY SERVICES.

Religious services of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sain.s were
neld at the Tabernacle, Sunday, No-
vember 25th, Elder Jusepn E, Taylor
)i the Btake presidency presiulng.

The ehoir sane:

Author of faith, eternal word,

Whose spirit breathes the active flame;

Faith, like 1ts Finisher and Lord,

Today as yesterday the sane.

Prayer was otfered by Kider Barlow
Ferguson.

Singing by the choir:

Glory to God on high
Let heaven and earch reply.
Praise ye his name. %

Bishop W.iasw B, Preston addressed
the meetivg, He rejoiced 1o the Gos-
pel of Jesus Clurist revesled from
ueaven again lor the salvation of man-
kind. Tue Propbet Jseph Smith was
«ne humble 1ustrument i. the hands of
God of bringing to pass His purposes
or the redemption of the hving and
tue uend., As a peopie we should re-
juice exceedingly 1or the great privi-
eges and blessings we evjuy through
sbeuience to the prioeiples ol truth,
and Il we do not r«julce as we should
do we ourseives are to blame., Our
minus o too muny instances are so
aken up with the things o this life that
very many of us seern to forget who
we are, aud tne object of our coming
nere Lo these valisys 10 obediewce to
.he revelation: ‘“‘Bavylonibe greatis
‘allen, 18 fallen, Cume out of her, my
people, that ye be nut partakers of her
sins, and tbat ye receive notof her
pisguee.”” We are now so m.xed up
witu Babylon and the worla that it
seems that we are s parto! tne weorld,
anu appear to have forgotten the great
eXample of the Lorda Jesus Curist,
wherein He suid 1u His day: ‘I have
¢hosen ye out of the world.” We
nuve patierned so muach aft: r the world
and adopted their ways and formed ag-
sucialion Aand entered into business
with the worly to that extent that
when Babylon does fall, a8 will surely
come to pass in tue uue time of the
Lord, if we do oot fall with her we
will be greatly shaken up unless we
.wreake her aud her ways,

Are we magnifying our eallings in
the Priesthood? Are we magnifying
our ecullings as servanis of the Most
Higu? Are we keepiog His command-
menis that we may have a ¢laim ou the
vlessngs jromised in the Gospes? If
pot then it is time we were doing this.
Lt is within our reach to obtsin eternal

1'e \n the celesual kluguom of our
Heavenly Father, but we can ouly at-
«ain unto tuls in the Loru’s appointed
way. ltisourgreat privilege Lo evjoy
«very blessiug wbich ovur Heavenly
F.ther has im store for Lhe faithiul,
We can 8o live a8 Lo enjoy tne gift of

faith to that deyree that we can rebuke

the destroyer when it comes into gur

families and ne will stanu rebuked;
that we can have faith and power to -



