~ thority.

+had chosen and followed him, confident

‘salyation of His people. Is it any wonder,

ﬂuﬁﬁ:iﬂnca in the man whom God has

done their worst in murdering the Prophet
in cold blood, and they supposed that
in killing him and taking him away their
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erty? Why don’t you do as you please?

Why doyou always,do as your prophet and
proved 'and

leader tells you?’’ Because wehave

actions would prove a death knell to what
they called “Mormonism;” but theF little
knew or understood that God had left the

same power on the earth which Joseph |in earrving out His counsels.
The reins | have

wielded with such pctent effect

during twenty-five long
has blessed him in everyt
us to do, and we have been blessed of God

prayed to the Almighty to give us

had been transferred to others, who were | wisdom and humility to obey the counsels

prepared to wield that power, and to step
forward and take the responsibility upon
them of carrying forward the work of God.
Hence, there was no diminuition of hatred,
slander and persecution on the part of
mobs and those who ‘wished to shed the
blood of the Saints,

After the death of Joseph, while the
Twelvgwere in the East, there was seem-
ingly slight relaxation of hitterness
towards the Saints, on the part of the ene-
mies of® truth; but it was only for a
few days. When the Twelve returned,
and it was found thatthe same power which
Josephhad held still existed,persecutions on
the part of mobs recommenced with re-
newed vigor and bitterness, and t,hv&{l BWOre
out several charges against the brethren of
the Twelyve, 8o warm did this persecution
become, that the houses of Presideat
Youngand his brethren had to be guarded,
and each one had to take care of himself, as
his bloed, and particularly President
Young’s, was sought with just as great
eagerness and blood-thirstiness as Joseph's
had previously been. This ought to have
been an evidence as to who held the au-

When the Saints were driven from
Nauveo and were told that it was the
will of Ged that we should forsake the land
of our inheritance and take our journey
across the Mississippi and through the then
Territory ef Iowa into the far distant West,
every Latter-day Saint in the land, who
had the spirit of God, knew the woice of
the true shepherd, and those who were in
the East mude Er&paratiunu. some to' go
round by sea and some to go by land, and
join the camp of Israel on its westward
march. The land to which we were hasten-
ing was new and” unknown to us. The
masses of the people did not know whether
1t would be in the wilds of the desert, on
the tops of the mountains or in some place
that would be delightful for man’s habita-
tion, These were subjects that did not
concern the people who were thus called to,
forsake their homes. The Saintssold what

they could, which, however, was very little |

indeed, for cheir enemies took possession of
their property, and they started westward,
following the man ‘whom God had chosen,
and whom they 1ecognized as God’'s
anointed. |
There were those who went back to Pitis-
burg with Sidney Rigdon, and to Voree,
Wisconsin, with Strang; and also those who
tarried in Nauvoo with Wm. Smith and
John E, Page. There were others who
followed Thompson and other pretenders;
but the main body of the Saints were not to
be deceived by these pretended shepherds.
They knew the voice of him whom God

that they would be led aright and brought
te a place of safety; and though they were
in deep poverty, and it seemed as thouzh
the prince of the power of the air had cx-

| famil

of His servant, He has given unto us His
holy spirit and witnessed unto our hearts
that ghis course was Pleaaing and acceptable
in gight, Rebel against him and his
authdity! as well might we rebel magainst
Jehovah Himself, or against Jesus! Not
that President Young is to be worshipped
not that Joseph Smith wasto be warshipped
not that Peter or Moses were to be worseip-
ped. Thereisa difference bgtween obedience

and idolatry, or worship. There is a
difference bhetween submission to the

will of God—at least, I can perceive|P

a difference—and obeying God’s counsels
through a man, and idolizing the man him-
self, and we have perceived this difference.
God chooses men as guardians and shep-
herds over his people. We are all of one
great family; we are all the ehildren of God,
and are all alike before Him. “Yes,' says
one, ‘““we are all alike, and therefore there
is no distinction between us.”” But let me
suppose a case, Suppose & man who has a
large family of sons and daughters, were to
be called on a mission to go abread to
preach the gospel of Christ, and had to be
absent for years; the members of the fam-
ily, during his absence would be left to
themselves. But suppose he had a choice
son whom he loved, and who had been im-
plicitly obedient to him all the days of his
life, and whose course had tanght him to
respect his judgraent, his honesty, his
truthfulness and tm
of his character, std@ that in the most try-
ing circumstances ke had never failed to
honor himself, God, his family and to hon-
or his father., Now, as he is going away t
a far distant land, he takes this son asid
and says to him: “I will place you in charge
of my family, and leave you to watch ever
their inferests In my absence, that while
Iam gone, they may bave some one to
look up to who can act the part of a father

to them.” And then turmingto the family | P

he says: “My sons and daughters, I have
chosen this'son, your elder brother, to act
in my place while I am absent. I wish yon
to obey him and respect and honor him as
you would your fatherand to submit your-
selves to his dictation in all things.” " The
congent., They say “We will doas
on desire, father, e will honor wvour
Judgment and choice by honoring and obey-
ing our brother whom youn have chosen to
watch over us during vour absence.”’

It might be argued that those children,
by complying with the wish of their father
in this matier, would sacrifice their agency.,
Do they not exercise that wvolitionjust as
much by obeying that son as they would by
each one taking his or her own course, and
saying “I will judge for myself, as to the
correctness of whatvou say and will differ
froin you whenever I please.” Let me ask
yvouras parents and as cliildren, brethren
and s'sters, do you not think you could
exercise your agency just as much bv
obeyiug the son as Ly discbeying him? I

erted all his malignity to maketheir travel
difficult, the land being deluged with
water; yet they did not faint by the wuy-
side, for God was with them, His angels
were round about them, and His spirit'was
poured out upon them, and they had a tes- |
timony which gave them the conviction
that they were in the rignt path; and when
history records that wonderful deliveranco
and march, it will be a matter of the utmost
surpriseand wonder to gnaterit thdtit was
ever accomplished, and that the people of
the world, in"aeai::)% it, were not smitten
with a conviction of the truth 'of the work,
and of the divine authority of the priest-
hood which led the people in a pathway of
safety, through the wilderness, at that time,
The songs of Zion ascended from tho |
eam;l)s of Israeland peace brooded over the
,Eeop e, Barefooted,and in many instances
ungry, the traveled on with their faces
westward, their faith failing not; for, as
I have said, the angels of God were round
about them and His spirit was upon them;
and at no peried of thejr history was the
power of God more exhibited than during
that trying time when God led His servant
to this then wild and forbidding region.
Since we have been here, He has blessed
us as a people. He has spread us abroad,
and g;aefluﬂ to extend North and South
and peace and blessing have attended J
the labors and the administration of the
Elders in our midst. The keys of the
priesthood have been fully honored; not by |
man alone, but they bave been honored by
God; and the exercise of that authority
which God bestowedon Joseph Smith by
the ministration of holy angels, has been a
blessing to many thousands in this land.
We have had we have had gov-
ernment, and the songs and prayers of the |
Saints have ascended up from their habita-
tions unto the Most High God, and Heaven
has been movad in our behalf, to bless and
preserve us and give us victory and deliv-
erance in every time of trouble; and when
we have been threatened with any difficul-
ty orcalamity, God has always overruled
and controlled it for our good and for the

then, that Latter-day Saints should have

chosen? Many men wonder and say: *“You
Latter-day Saints are bowed down in tyran-
ny and are groaning under despotism.

Why are you not free to exercise your lib-

caniot condeive how it ean be otherwise.
I cannot sea why 1, for intanee, should not
exercise my agency jnst ¢ < much hy ohey-
wg him asby disobeyingbim, Thisis pre-
¢isély my position Lo-day, |

Brigham Young, our P’rd<ident, has been
chosen by God as llis representative here
on the earth,among His sons and daught-

¢rs. - He bas been selected for this especial
calling, The Fatheris mot present in per-
son; Jesus is not present in persom; but

God is here through the Holy Ghost and
the holy priesthaod, through the power
which He has bestowed, and in the same
position precisely &s the son in the figure
which I have used does the President of
the church act for us his brethren and sis-
ters. Weare all alike before God; He loves
us all alike; weare all<the creatures of His
care; but there must be rule, there must be

| government; there ,must be order, or this

would not be the kingdom of God. The
1Lord chose Presidemt Young to rule and
dictate in the affairs of His ehurch when
His servant Joseph was taken fpom the
earth, S el
Look at the singular combination of cir-
cumstances which caused Brigham Young
to be ident of the Twelve. Reflect on
‘the remiarkable combination of events |
which made him the leader of Israel, show-
ing plainly, in my mind, that long before
he was born, yes, prnbabfy before the earth |
was organized, Joseph Smith and Brigham
Young were chosen, the same as Jeremiah
was. The Lord said to Jeremiah: *‘‘Before
I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee;
and before thou camest forth out of the

| womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee

a prophet unto the nations.” This is my
opinion about the leaders of Israel in the
latter days. I believe they were chosen to
actin this capacity; and God, knowing their
integrity, and afterwards proving them to
the uttermost in the flesh, has greatly bles-
sed them. Seethe blessings that have fol-
lowed the "administrations of these men in
our midst, Who would exchange the peace,
the joy, and the knowledge we have con-
cerning the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
for the meagre and vague ideas of God and
His kingdom that prevailed before the
eéople became uainted with it? God
as given unto us those precious blessings.
He has gathered us together from the na-
tions of the earth; He has mulitiplied upon
us abundantiy,joys more precious than gold

When we |

integrity and justice | P

| His apostles had: a gospel of power, a

| every

or silver, namely, the riches of eternity; He
has given unto us wisdom and knowledge
peace; He has proved to us most eflect-

ears, that God |ively that there are riches more precious
ing he has told ' and far more estimable in the sight of God

‘and good and virtuaous men than the per-
ishable things of this world.  He has built
up a kingdom in which these things will
be held at their true value, for He will
cleanse from the midst of His peoplo those
who idolize riches,

Let me assure yomun, brethren and sisters,
if there is anything in our hearts that in-
terferes with our completellove of.God and
our reverence for Him and His work, we

we shall lose our standing in the Church of
God; for He wantsa people who will ren-
der implicit obedience to His laws aad the
requirements of His gospel, and who will
love him better than any earthly thing, and
lace a higher value on the gifts of the spir-
itfthan onjworldly possessions or even life
itself, |

The Lord bas proved to us, in the midst
of the many trials and ditficulfics with
which we have had to contend during our
briefexistence as a Church, when surround-
ed by wobs, when our lives were in danger
and the lives of our leaders were threaten-
ad, when the persecutors of the Saints were
howling like a pack of ravening wolves for
the blood of this people,that there is some-
thingifar more precious and estimable than
mere eating and drinking and the pleasures

things" are very. good and necessary in
their place. He has given us His gospel
and this gospel is being carried to all the
nations of the earth, and a kingdom is be-
ing established.

reached as a witness to nations, and
then should the end come, What gospel?
Why, the Barln_lreegnapel Jesus had and to
which he refe ; the same gospel that

(O5=-
pel of blessings, whose priesthood %md
power and authority from God. It is the
same gospel that isnow being taught, and
which has to be preached as a wiftness to all
nations, and then shall the end come, God
is sending forth His messengers to accom-
lish this object. Our Elders have gone to
the Eastern States, by hundreds to lift up
their warningvoices to thepeople concerning
the things which God is doing and isabout to
do inthe midst of the inhabitants oi the
carth., For this purposethey 5:? to Europe,
to the West, to the Islands of the Pacific, to
Asia and Afriea, and they will yet traverse
country on the face of the whole
earth. The millionsof Asia will yet hear
the glad tidings of salvation from the El-
ders of Israel.  The yoke of bondage is
being broken and the nations are being
freed from the grasp of despotism and ty-
ranny. Japannow opens her ports; China
begins to extend her invitation to western
civilization, and the time is near at hand
when the sound of this g{:rslpﬂl, proclaimed
by the Elders of Israel, will re-echo from
one end of the earth to the other, for it must
be preached as a witness unto all nations.

We may engage in this work with all our
hearts in view of the glerious reward that is
promisad unto the faithful; or we may fight
| against it and use our every power to con-
summate its overthrow; it makesno differ-
ence. The word ofthe Lord Almighty has
gone forth to the people of this egeueratinu,
and it will not remain unfulfilled. It mat-
ters not therefore, who band together and
plot in secret; who unite and say we will
spoil the plan and destroy the influence of
the work of God, The Lord will expose
their secret plots and sehemes, and He will
stand by His servantwhom He has chosen,
80 long as he lives, as He did by His ser-
vant Joseph. He told h#m that he would
save him though he shouldbe slain. |

The Lord permitted the enemies of the
kingdom of God to take away the life of
His servant Joseph, as He did of Hls ser-
vants in anecient days. The blood of the
‘testator was shed, and now the testament
is in full force. Joseph had lifted up his
voice in solemun warning to the inhabitants
of the earth, and declared that God had
spoken im these latter days. DBut his blood
and that ofother holy men and saints was
shed by wicked men, and their blood,
mingled with that of the martyred saints of
past azes,jeries unto the Lord for vengeance,
"The very earth itself oans under the
weight of wickedness and corruption that
abound on its surfaceand the Lord has de-
‘clared that it shall be delivered. But before
the great day of vengeanee st.all come,when
wickedness shall be utterly swept from oft
the face of the earth, it is necessary that the
Elders should groclaim the gospel to every
nation, kindred and tongue on the face of
the earth, that the honest in heart may be
gathered outand thata peoplemay be found
who shall be prepared fo meet the Lord at
His coming. _

For this preparation we should give our
whole time and labor to ﬂ? purifying of
our hearts and housebolds., ~ We should
labor to purify our cities and settlements,
labor to promulgate the principles of right-
evusness and to eslablish truth on the
earth and seek to bring to 1pgas the Zion of
wod in its fulness and perfection.

These are the labors which devolve upon
us. Tuink not, my brethren and sisters,
that because God has chosen earthly vessels
to hold this power and authority,that there-
fore ymi can treat lightly.the holy Priest-
hood. have noticed from my boyhood,
and it has been & constant lesson to me,
that those who speak again
and lift their hands against the holy
Priesthood of this Church invariably deny

shall have to banish it, or sooner or later |

and enjoyments of life; although these

against the authorities

Jesus said that this gospel should be |

| P
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tke faith. I have mnever seen it otherwise,
You may traze the history of this people
from the beginning and you will find that
every man who has indulged In this spirit
has‘always come out and denied the faith.
Such men, when Josephlived, said that he
had fallen. Since his death they execuse
their conduct by saying that Brigham has
gone astray, ‘

But when the Lord spoketo Josephabout
falling, he said he would have authority to
appoint anothergin his stead,and that no .
one would have the right to act except he
was ordained by authority, or came in
through the gate. You may know by the
revelation I have read that no man can get
the authority elsewhere., If ‘must come
through the holy Priesthood., Men may
say they have heard the voice of Jesus, or
heard this, that or the other; but youn will
find that the power of God will attend the
keys, and His blessing will follow the ad-
ministration of His servants who hold the
authority.

Pan! said: “Do ye not know that the
Saints shall judge the world?”? On one oc-
casion Jesus said: '“Ye who have followed
Me in the regeneration, when the Son of
Man shall sit on the throne of his glnry, ye
also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel.”

In a revelation given through Joseph
Smith, the Lord says: .

“And again, verily, verily, I say unto
you, and it bath gone forth in a firm de-
cree, by the will of the Father, that mine
apostles, the twelve,whbich were with mein
my ministry at Jerusalem, sbhall stand at
my right hand at the day of my coming in
a pillar of fire, being clothed with robes of
righteousness, with crowns upon their
heads, in glory éven as I am, to judge the
whole house of Israel.”

This is the authority which Jesus said
they should wield. The same authority
has been renewed in these days., Says one:
I do not like this sort of thing; it is priest-
ly rule and do:ninion, ax.d 1 object to it.
I am too much of a dem -erat inmy feelings
to submit to it.,”” Yet a man can be a dem-
ocrat, and a lover of freedom and liberty
ard enjoy them to the fullest and honor the
riesthood, There is a difference between
riesteraft and = priesthood.  Priesteraft
uilds up itself, it is not authorized of God.
Priesteraft oppresses the people; but the
priesthood of God emancipates Eaen and
women and makes them free, Jesus says
His yoke is easy and His bu ‘den light,

- We talk of power, and object to the undue
exercise of authority. ut think of the
ower given in ancient days, and which has
en restored in these days, that man
exercises when he goes forth imnto the
water and baptises a person! Do you ever
think of the greatness of the power thus ex-
ercised? And farther, when the candidate
for baptism emerges from the water and
has hands laid upon him for the reception
of the Holy Ghost, do you think of the pow-
er that God has entrusted unto men on
earth when they exercise that holy ordin-
ance? Do you think of the power exercised
in remitting the sins of men and women
through baptism, the ordinance which God
has set in His Church for the remission of
sins, and conferring upon them the Holy
Ghost? If God sends such mighty power,
shall we question the bestowal of a higher
ower when (od shall choose to give it?
Sha!l we murnur-and contend against it?
God forbid, and forbid that we should even
turn aside and fight against Him or His
canse in any manuer.
* My brethren and sisters, my prayers are
that God will blessus as a people and sanc-
tify us to walk in all humility and meek-
ness before Him, honoring His laws; for
when we honor His laws we honor the
laws of righteousness and the laws of the
land in equity and truth, ‘We will honor
men in their place; we will honor the Gov-
ernment and everything, that is just and
honorable and true. That/God may sustain
us and help us to sustain the priesthood,
and to follow its requirements, that event-
ually we may be saved in His i;ingd om, is
my prayer in the name of Jesus, Amen,

e

A German journalist has lately taken
the pains to count in English papers the
number of new-born ehildren offered
for adoption, and finds that they aver-
age forty-three 3 week.
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dome Museum and Menageris

Salt Lake City, h-mﬁhlﬁk east of
' the “*Deseret News’” Office,

OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT SUNDRY, from2to 4
. Admission, 25¢.  Children, 10c.

RIENDS OF BOIENCE and of the PRO-
GRESS ofthe TERRITORY willoblige me

by PRESEEVING ANIMALS and BIRDS
in nous to the Rocky Moun as 1 will
laclv PURCHASE them. If &ny prefer to
ONTRIBUTE rather than ﬁ they will not
be refused. FOREIGN and MESTIC CU-
Eind that wiil add to the

RIOSITIES of aﬂrg‘
INTERESTand USEFULNESS of theMUSEUM
perly eared for and

WILL BE RECEIVED 2nd
the DONOR'S name INSCRIBED on specimens
CONTRIBUTED,

&3~ The Publiec aré especially r

reserve LIVE SPECIM+ NS ‘of MOUUNTAIN

ION, WOLVERINE, LYNX, MOUNTAIN
SHEKP, PANTHER and BLACK FOX, they
being s0 rarely metl with. - '

For farther particulars i
SANGIOVANNI, at MUSE
dence, opposite the City Hall.

dI7-2wiitf - JOHN W. YOUNG.

ested to

uire of G.G. R.
y Or at my resi-




