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done their worst in murdering the prophet
in cold blood and they supposed that
in killing him and taking him away their
actions would prove adleathafloatli knellknoll to what
theythoycalled mormonism but they little
knew or understood that god had left thetho
same power on thetho earth which joseph
wielded with such potent effectaffect the reins
had been transferred to others who were
prepared to wield that power and to step
forward and take the responsibility upon
them of carrying forward tilethe work of god
hence there was no of hatred
slander and persecution on the part of
mobs and those who wished to shed thetho
blood of the saints

after the death of joseph while the
twelvewerewore in the east there was seem-
ingly A slight relaxation of bitterness
towards thetho saints on thetho part of the ene-
miesnimnam of truth but it was only for a
few days when thothe twelve returned
and etwasit was found that the same powerdower which
joseph badhad held still on
theeartthetho part of mobs recommenced with re-
newed vigor and bitterness and they adoro
out several charges against the brethren of
thothe twelve so warm did this persecution
become that the houses of president
youngyounsyounYonngandganaand his brethren had to be guarded
and each one hadbad care of himself aaas
his blood and particularly president
youngs was soughtnought with just as great
eagerness nandand bloodthirstinessblood thirstiness as jostjosephs
had previously been this ought to haveav 3

been an evidence as to who held thetho an-
tho

au-
thoritythority

when thothe saintssainte were driven from
nauvoo and were told that it was thothe
will ofgod that we should forsakedorsale the laudland
of our inheritance andana take our journey
across the mississippi and through theshe then
territory of iowa into the far distant west
every latter day saint in the land who
had the spirit of god knew the voice of
thetho true shepherd aniandand those who were in
the east madomade preparations some to go
round by sea and somsomoo to go by land and
joijoljoinithethe camp of israel on its westward
march the land to which we were hasten-
ing was new andrand unknown to us the
masses of thetho people did not know whether
it would be 1in the wildswild of thothe desert on
the tops of the mountains or in somebome place
that wouldlouid be delightful for mans habita-
tion these were subjects that did not
concern the people who were thus called to
forsake their homes the saints sold what
theyhey could which however was very little
indeed for their enemies took possession of
their property and they started westward
following the man whom god had chochosensen
and whom they recognized as Ggodsgoasoas
anointed

there were those who wentweilt back to piusrius
burg with sidney rigdon and to voree
wisconsin I1 with strang and also those who
tarried in nauvoo with wm smith and
john E page there were others who
followed thompson and other pretenders
but the main body of the saints were not to
be deceived by these pretended shepherds
they knew the voice of him whom god
had chosenchoson and followed him confident
that they would be led aright and brought
to a placee of safetsanetsafetyT and though they were
in deep poverty and it seemed as thauthanthough
the prince of the power of the air had ux
arted all his malignity to makamake their travel
difficult the land being deluged v ith
water yet they did not faint by the wiy
side for godiasgod was with them his angels
were round about them and his spirit wat
poured out upon them andanaand they had a tes-
timony which gave them the convictconvictionioulou
that they werdwere in the path and when
history records that wonderful deliverance
and march it willbe a matter of the utmost
surprise and wonder to posterity thaithit it was
ever accomplished andlind that the people of
the world it were nottoot teiltell
with a conviction of the tr thetho workworx
and of the divinediving authority of the priest-
hood

i

which led thothe people in a pathway of
safety through the wilderness at that filptin e
the songs ofif zion ascended from the
camps otof Isisraelraelandand peace broodedblooded over the
people barefootedBarefootedanddanaand in many instances
hungry thoythey traveled on with their facesfacea
westward their faith failing not for aaas
I1 have said the angels of god were round
about them and elishis spirit was upon them
and at no period of thentheir history was the
power of god more exhibited than during
that trying timelim whenewhen god led his servant
to this then wild and forbidding region

since wowe have been here he has blessed
us asgs a people here has spread us abroad
and caused us to extend korthnorth and Ssouth0u
and hislyls peace and blessing havohave attattendedentitn
the labors and the administration of the
elders in our midst the keys odtheof thetho
priesthood have been fully honoredhonorid not by
man alone but they have been honored by
god and the exercise of that authority
which god bestowed on joseph smith by
the ministration of holy angels has been a
blessing to many thousands in this land
we have had peace we have nadhad good gov-
ernmenternernimentdent and the songs and prayers ot the
saintsants have ascended up from their habita-
tions unto the mostalost high god and heaven
has beenbeell moved in our behalf to bless and
preserve us and give us victory and deliv-
erance inn every time of trouble and when
we havohave been threatened with any difficu-
lty or caianicalani ity god has always overruled
and con fcrolled it for our good and for the
saleSaIxatioatloii of his people Is it any wonder
thentho that latterlatler day saints should have
confidence in the man whom god has
chosen ranymanyfany men wonder and say you
latter day saints are bowed down in tyran-
ny and are groaning under despotism
why are you not freefreo to exercise your lib

erty why dont youtou do as you please i

why dododouou always do asasdouryouryoun prophet and
leader tellsfeils you because behavewe havehavo proved
during twenty five long years that god I1

has blessed him in everything he hasbaa told
us to do and we have been blessed of god
in carrying out his counsels when we
have prayed to the almighty to give us
wisdom and humility to obey the counsels
of his servant he has given unto us his
holy spirit and witnessed unto our hearts
that tuisthis course was pleasing and acceptable
in likilkB sight rebel against him and his
authority as well mightintent we rebel against
jehovah himself or against jegust not
that president young is to bobe worshippedworshipped
not that joseph smith be worshippedworshipped
not that peter or moses were to be
pedpod there isa difference between obedience
and idolatry or worship there is a
difference between submission toto tho i

will of god at least I1 can perceive
a difference and obeying gods counsels
throughgli a man andiund idolizing hetheminman him-
self and wowe have percapencaperceivedived this difference

god chooses men as guardians and shep-
herds over his people wowe are all of oueoveoa
great family we are all the children of god
and are all alike before him yeuyee sayasayssayeay
one we are all alike and therefore therathero
is no distinction between usu but let me
suppose a case suppose a man who lihashisIs a
large family ofsons and daughters were to
be called on a mission to go abroad to

h the gospel of christ and had to bobe
absent for years the naembersembers of the fam-
ily during his absence would beleff to
themselves but suppose he had a choice
son whom he loved and who hadbad been im-
plicitly obedient to him all the days of his
life and whosowhose course hadbad taught himI1 tta
respect his judgment his honesthonestyy hhisit
truthtruthfulnessfalness and the integrity and justice
of his character adaedariadia that in the most try-
ing circumstances helae had never failed to
honor himself god his family audand to hon-
or his father now as he is going away tto
a far distant land hohe takes thibwit son asiataside
and says to him 1I will place you in charge
of my family and leave you to watch over
their interests in my absence that while
aginI1 pm gone they may havohave sontasomesomo one to
locklook uplip to who can act the part of a father
to thetho 11 and then dimainturning to the family
he haygsays my sons and datdaudaughtersghiors I1 have
chosen this son your elder brother itoto act
in my place while I1 am absent I1 wish youyoa
to obey him and respect and honor him as
you would your father and to submit your-
selves tobisto hisbis dictation in all things thetho
family consent they say we will doasdo as
yonyou desirodesire father wewd will hhonoronor your
judgment andcholeechoice by honoring obey-
ingiglichour brother whom you have chosen to
wwatch over us during your absence 11

it might be argued that those children 1

by complying with the wish of their fatherlatherr
in this matter would sacrifice their agency
do they not exercise that volition just as
much by obeying that son as they would by
each one taking his or her own course and
saying 1I wiliwill judge for myself as tto thothe
correctness of whitton say and uwailwillilllii differ
from you whenevervoheneverteverlI1 pleasepleasa let me ask
yonyou as pareparentsats andarid ayas cchildrenbilbli dren brethren
anddud s dojo you not think youyon could

your agency justjuht as much bvby
obeyoboyobeying11g ththe son aai by diwidisobeyingbeying him I1
cannot coppbiollo howh w it can bobe otherwise
jeannot1 cannot 1I forinfor in lrasrataiceraicece should not
exercise my agency justjnet v 1 much by obey-
ing him asby disobeying m
e silly my position todayto day

migWigbrigham young ouounour rc ident has bewbeeboenbeenn
chosenchoson by god ias nishis representative herohere
04 thetho earth among his sonsbons and daught-
ers

daught-
erer he has been selected for this especial
calling the eathenfather Is motnot present in pr
sonsoo jesus is notadt pies seit in person but
Ggod01d 1isI1 here through the holy ghost anaand
thetho holylioy priesthood through abo power
which he hahas bestowed and in the same
position precisely as the son inhi the
which I1 have used does the president of
the church act forusfor us his brethren and sisgis v

tors we adeallare allail alike before god he loves
usallusailus altall alike wowe are creatures ofhis
carecarp but there must bobe rule there must be
government there must be order orthisor this
would notnoi vebe the elnlinkingdomdom of god the
rfordurd chose presidentdext tebuuyoung to rule and
dictate in the affairs of his hurcilchurch whenjis servant joseph was taken from thetile
earth W

look at the singular combination of cir-
cumstancescumstances which caused brigham young
to be prisidentpresident of thothe twelve RefroireflectleedonleeVonon
the remarkable combination of events
which made him thetho leader ofisrael show-
ing plainly in my mind that long before
he was bornyasborn yestes probably before the earth
waswag or- aorganized joseph smith and brighamtainlain
young were chosen the same as jeremiah
was the lord said to jeremiah before
I1 formed thee in the bellybeily I1 knew theetheo
and before thou camestearnest forth out of0 the
womb I1 sanctified thee and I1 ordained thee
a prophet unto the nations this is my
opinion about the leaders of israel in the
latter days I1 believe they were chosen to
act inthisin this capcapacityacety and god knowing their
integrity and afterwards proving them to
the uttermost in the lleshflesh has greatly bles-
sed them seoseeseethethe blessings that have fol-
lowed the administrations of these men in
ouroun midst who would exchange the peace
the joy and the knowledge we have con-
cerning thothe gospgospel

1

el of the lord jesus christ
for the meagre and vague ideas of godandan el

his kingdom that prevailed before tholthe
people became acquainted wiwiththItit god
haaa gavenven unto hisfisus those precious blessinblessingsgs
he hashag gagatheredcathereatherea us together from the na-
tions of thothe earth he has multiplied upon
us abundantly joys more precious than gold

orsilverbliverorsoreilverliver namely the riches of eterniteternityeternity Hhe
has given unto us wisdom and knowledgeknowknowledgefedge
and peace behashe has proved to us most effect-
ively that therothere are riches more precious
and farlar inmoreore estimable in the sight of god
and good and virtuous men than the per-
ishable things of this worldworlo he has built
up a kingdom in which these things will
be hold at their true value for he will
cleanse from the midst ofhis people those
who idolize riches

let me assure yon brethren and sisters
if there is anything in our hearts that in-
terferesterferesforeA with our complete loveilove 0agod and
our revereyereverencereneerence for him and his work wowe
shall have to banish it or sooner or laterlater
we shall loseiose our standing in the church of
god for hohe wants a people who will ren-
der implicit obedience to his laws and the
requirements of his gospel and who will
love him better than auy earthly things and
place a higher value on the gifts of the spirs

leifeir
ititt thanban possessions or even ilfelife
itself

the lord hashae proved to CBus in theiho midst
of the manymans trials and with
which we have had to contend during our
brief existence as a church when surround-
ed by mobamobs when our liveli were in danger
anglanil the lives of our leaders were threaten-
ed when the persecutors ofoaththe saints were
howlinbowlingliglikeolpoly a pack of ravening wolves for
the blood of this there is somosome

more precious and estimable than
meromere eating and drinking and the pleasures
anadatad enjoymentsenjoy ments of lifeitte although these
things arearo teryvery good and necessnecessaryaryaxy inin
their place re has given us his gospel
and this gospel is being carricarrlcarriedcarrieaeilell to all the
nations of the earth and a kingdom is be-
ins

be-
ing established

jesus said that this gostol should be
preached as a witness coallto allali nations and
then should the end come what gospelgos el
why thothe same gospel jesusjesus had augangandaud to
which hohe referred thothe same gospel that
his apostles had a gospel of power a ggsps I1

pel of blessings whose priesthood taavaahad
power and authority from god it is the
same gospel that is now being taught and
which has to be preached as a witness to all
nations and then shallshail the end comecomo god
is sending forth his messengers to accom-
plish thibthis object ouourounr elders have gone to6
the eastern states by hundreds to lift up
their warningvoices to thepeople concerconcenconcerningnin
thetho things which godgold is doing and to
do in thetho midst of the inhabitants ol010 I1 the
earth for this purpose they go to europe
to the west to the islands ofof the pacific to
asia and africa and they will yet traverse
every country on the facethed of thetho whole
earth the millions of asia wilwllwillwiil yet hearbear
the glad tidings of salvation from the el-
ders of israel the yoke of bondage is
being broken and the nations are being
freed from the grasp of despotism and tty-
ranny

Y
japan now opens heher ports china

begins to extend her invitation to western
civilization and thetile time is near at hand
whenwhen the sound of this gospel proclaimed
by the elders of israel will rero echo from
one end of thetho earth to the other for itmust
bobe preached as a witness tinto all nations

wowe may engage in this work with all our
hearts in view of thethi9 glogiogloriousrionsrious reward that is
brofnpromisedilslis id unto the faithful or we may fight
aagainstg t itt and ususee our every power to con-
summate its overthrow it makesesnoeknono differ-
ence thetho word of the lord almighty has
gone forth to the people of this generation
and it will not remain unfulfilled it mat-

l tors not fore who band together and
plot in secret whowilo unite and say we will
spoil the plan and destroy the influence of
thetile work of god the lord will expose
theirthein secret plots andana schemes and hohe will

1 stand by his servantwhom weho has chosen
0so long as he lives as Hhe did by his ser-
vant jojosepheph he told mmham that he would
save himithough0h hohe shosheshoulduid be slain

thothe lord permitted tthehe enemies of the
kingdom of god to take away the life of
his servant joseph as he did afpf illshis ser-
vants in ancient days the blood of the
testator was shed and nnowow the testamenttestamontamodt
is in 1lullI force josephjoseel had lifted up his
voice in solemn warning to the inhabitantsinhabitant3
of the earth and declared that god had
spoken in these latter days but his blood
and that ofother holy men and saints was
shed by wicked men and their blood
mingled with that of the martyredmartyred saints of
past abesaeseriesserlesriesrles unto the lord forlur vengeance
thetho very earth itself groans under the
weight of wick edness and corruption that
abound on its surface and the lord has de-
clared that it shall bebgolepoledeliveredlivered but before
the great day ofvengeance stall bomcOmewhen
wickedness shall be utterly swept from onnoff
the face of the earth it is necessary that tilethe
elders should proclaim thothe gospel to every
nation kindred and tongue on the face of
the earth that the honest in heart may be
gathered out and that maybebe foundfaund
who shall bobe prepared to meet the lord at
his coming

for this preparationpre on we should give bur
whole time and labor to thetho purifying ofbf
our hearts and households we should
labor to purify our cities and settlesettiesettlementsments
labor to promulgate the principles of right

leousness and to establish truth on the
earth and seek to bring to pass the zion of
god in its falness and perfection

i these are the labors which devolve upon
us duink not my brethren and bisterssisters
that because god has chosen earthly vessels
to hold this power and authority that there-
fore you can treat lightly the holy priest-
hood I1 haqq noticed from my boyhoodboyhooddo
anda11d it has been a constconstantaintlint lesson to me
that those who speak againstagalou the authorities
and lift their hands against the holy
priesthood of this church invariably deny

the faith I1 fiadehav eneverknever seen it otherwise
vonyon may tratraee the history ofaf this people
from the beginning andaridtid you 1willwili11 find that
every man who has arldindulgedI1 edvin this spirit
hashasl always come out andangu denieddenied the faith
stichsuch men when joseph lived saidsald that he
hadhaa fallenfailen since his death they excuse
their conduct by saying that brigham has
gone astray I1

but when the lord spoke to josephJoseVaaboutbout
falling hohe said he would have anauthority to
appoint his stead and thitthat no
one would have the right to act except hohe
was ordained by authority or camicame in
through the gate you may know by uiethe
revelation I1 have read that no man can getket
the authority elsewhere it must comecomo
through the holy priesthood men may
say they have heard the voice of jesus or
heard this that or the other but you will
find that the power of god will attend the
keys and his blessing will follow thetho ad-
ministration ofhis servants who hold thothe
authority

paul saidsald do ye not know that the
saints shall judge thetha world on bno oc-
casion jesus said ye who have followed
me in the regeneration whenthen thathe son of
marnmari shall sit on the throne of hishia ginqueglory ye
also shall litkitFkitit upon twelve thrones judgingj budging
the twelve tribes of israel

in a revelation given through joseph
smith the lord says I1 I1

alidand again venly verily I1 say unto
you and it bath gone forth in a firm de-
cree by the will of the fachar that mine
apostles the twelve abich were with meinme in
my ministry at jerusalem shall stand at
my right hand at the day of my coming in
a pillar ofdf fire being clothed with robes of
righteousness with crowns upon their
heads in glory evenoven as I1 am to judge the
whole bougebouse ofoi israel

this is the authority which jesus said
they should wield the samosame authority
has been renorenewedwedinin these daysdayi saysSaysoneone r1I do not likeilkelikilk elbsthas sort of thithingngIt is priest-
ly rule and dominion aid I1r object to it
ramfamL am too much of a dem crat inamymy feelings
to submit to it yet amana man can be a dem-
ocrat andaand a lover of freedom and liberty
and enjoy them to the fullest andanthonohonorhonor the
priesthood thorethere is a difference between

rantraft and priesthood rafnraft
builds up itself it is not authorized of god

i raft oppresses the people but the
priesthood ofof god emancipates menthen and
women and makes them free jesus says
his yoke is easy and his bu den light

we talk of power and object to thothe undue
exercise of authority but think of thetho
power given inancient claysdays and which hasha
been restored in these days that ulanman
exercises when he goes forth into the
water and baptisesbaptismsses a personpersona do you ever
think of the greatness of the power thus ax
excised and furtherfarther when the candidate
for baptism emerges from the water and
has hands laid upon him for the Tecteereceptioneption
of the holy ghost do you think of the pow-
er hatthat god has entrusted unto mariined on
earth when they exercise that holy ordin-
ance do you think of the power exercised
in remitting the sinssina of menfrien aulaua women
through baptism the ordondordinanceinance which god
has set in his church for the remission of
sins and conferring upon them the holy
ghost if sends such mighty power
shallshii we question the bestowal of a higher
power when ndod shall choose to give it
shall wa murmur and contend against it
god6 od forbid and forbid that we should even
turn aside and fight against him or his
cause in any manumannmannerer

my brethren and sistersmisters my prayers are
that god will bless us as a people and sanc-
tify us to walk in all humility andana meek-
ness before him honhouhonoringoringbislilshis laws for
when wowe honor his laws we honorlionor the
laws of righteousness and the lawlaws of the
land in equity and truth we will honor
men in their place we will honor the gov-
ernment and everything that is jjustust and
honorable and true Godgoa may sustain
us and help us to sustain thetho priesthood
and to follow its requirements that event-
ually we maybemay be saved indis kingdom is
my prayer in the name of jesus amen

A gergermanbihn journalist has lately taken
the pains to count in english papers the
number of newbornnew born children offered
for adoption and finds that they aver-
ageaagee forty three a week J
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