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EDIT 0 RIA L S neglects to comply with that law | mountains to whip or awe the Mor-
'‘Ad- |does not show himeelf a good eiti- | mons”was a flasoo to which no pru-
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DELINQUENT 8CHA00L TAXES.

————

Tue following letter has been re:
aceived from a distant county:
t*Angust 29, 18583,
Editor Descret News:

¥or the beneflt of your eabscrib-
ers in this diatrict will you please
_axpress your vpinfon on the follow-
ing subject: ben special schogl
'tax becownes delinquent, the liat of
delinquent taxpayers is sent to the
county azressor and cullector for
“eollection. On receipt of the Het
,he notifles all the delinquenta that
sach delinquent echool taxes are in
bﬂ‘ﬂ hands for collection, requesting
them to call at hls office beforea
,xpeoified date and seltle and save
_coats. On receipt of this card the
taxpayers remit the amount at
once {o the ocollector at his office.
The question is: Has the assessor
and collector the right to add from
75 cents to $1.25 costs on each de-
lingnent taxpsyer? Or when they
pend the amount of thelr taxea by
mail, has he the right to retarn the
money, demanding 76 cents or §1 in
addition to the tax, for costs, there-
‘by ecansing an expense of postage or
reglsier fee twice fo the taxpayer?
In the above cases the collector has
been to no expense, except one pos
tal card to each delinguent taxpayer
and his time occupled in writing

them.

I am a disinterested party and ask
this information for the beneflt of
the people here.

Respectfully yours,|
BUBSORIBER.”

The school 1aw provides that when
special school taxes become delin-
quent, *‘a liat thereof shall be hand-
ed to the County Collector of the
pounty in which such distriet is lo-
cated, which Collecter thall proceed

zen, and-ought not to complain if he
has to puy something in addition to
his tax for his failare to perform his
‘duty. An amenhdment to the law,
providing for tbe payment of the
cost of collection by delinquents
when speclal echool taxes are col-
lected by the County Collector, ap-
pears to ba necessary at the next
session of the Legiclature.

"‘QOUBIER-J OURNAL”ISMS.
It pleazes the Re publican press to

and coliect the said tax in the man-
ner ag provided for the collecting of
terpitorial, county £nd school taxes,
ete,/* The Revenuelaw provides
that the Collector on receiving the
abstract roll from the Olerk of the
County Court, shall proceed go col-
lect the taxes in this ways ~ Firat,
he ighall farnish to each taxpayer a
notice of the amount of tax assesged
against him and where and when
payable.” Becond, if the taxpayer
neglects or refuses to pay by the
time specified, the Collector is an.
thorized to levy pon enough taxa.
ble property to pay the taxes and
coste, nnd proceed to eell it under
apecified regunlatlons, This is the
method of colleotiog the general
taxes, and this mode mpat be pur-
sued by the Collector in regard to
the special gchonl taxes, the lisi of
which is placed in his hands for col-
{ection. i

There ia no provision In the law
for the additlon of any Collector’s
tee to the amount of the special
gchool tax. 1f the tax-payer res-
ponda to the notice of the Collector
znd pays the tax at the time and
place designated, We Bee Do legal
gromnd for demanding any som i_n
excees of the tax. Buib ifa levyis
randenpon property,costs ensne and
can ba collected A3 provided by law,
We think the law i3 a little Jame in
not making epecial provisien for the
payment of the County Collector in
collecting special school taxes, The
dnference would be, on taking the
sehool law snd the revenne Iaw to-
gather, that the Collector would ra-
oeive compensatlon for collecting
delinguent special school taxes at
he same rate ns for colleciing the
general taxes. And this would
como -out of the amount to ke
paid into the County Treasury

refer to the result of the Utah elsc-
tion aas n Democratic vietory. BThe
trath is that Mormons are not un-
like the Irishman, who, on Janding
in this country and belng asked bis
politice, replied that he was ffor-
ninst the government.” The Moi-
mon belie is in itself a protest
againat all authority and sn open
deflance of all good government.
Whatever party may be in power
will be opposed by the Eaints. It
will be well to remember in this
connection that it was a Democratio
Administration” which sent a mili-
tary command acro3s the moantains
to awe or whip the Mormone Into
something approaching enblection to
the Jaws.””

The above is from the Louisville
Courier-Journal, which has had a
good many foolish things to eay on
the ¥ Mormon? question. It is very
absurd of the Republican press to
call the Utah election a *‘Demoera.
tic victory.” It had no more ig do
with either of the great politi-
cal partles of the Unjted Btates
than an election for the officers of a
business corporation, Utah bas no
vote in Congresa and no voice In
national affairs, Neither ia she very
likely to have while the law-makera
of the conntry, of either party, re-
main too fearfol vf popular clamor
to do Justice and act by the princi-
ples upon which the nation is found-
ed. Mut the claim of the Republi-
can press In regard to the Utab
election Is not any raore groundless
than tbe chmarge of the Courier-
Journal that “I'he Mormocn belief
fgin iteelf a protest against all au-
thority and an open deflauce of all
good gevernment,”

The ““Mormon belief” {a that the
Consfitntlon of the United Biates

was framed by divine inspiration;
that theGovernment of this country
bazed upon that escred instrument,
in popreme In its sphere; that full
allegiance to it in that sphere is due
from oltizens of all elasses and
creeds; that those who expect the
protection of its Jawa muast be obedi-
ent 1o those Jaws; and that the ¢ Mor-
mons*’ should be subject to the laws
of any andevery nation in which
they .may reside, This ia taught
and enjoined jn the sacred books of
the Latter-iiay Salntsand impressed
upon them by their leaders ard in-
structors. Tha fact that we regard
the aot of July 1sat, 1862, and that ot

whioh ia to be drawn on the order
of the trusteecs.

This wonld ba very inadeguate
compsnsation for the Colleotor, on
account of the smallness of the
amounts to be collected for spscial

schoo) tax, and entail ioss npon the
school district 1o the emount of the
peroentage dedocted, And thus the
delinguent wonid snffer nothing for
his negligence, but stand cn the
‘aame footlng as the prompt tax-
~ payer. This is not just, either to
the district, the Collector, or the
law-abiding taxgayer. But wo see
no warrant in the Iaw for muleting
the delinguent untll extreme meas.
are are taken and a lovy is made
opon his propetsy. °
The proper way is fot the {axpayor
to iettle with the trustees, after re.
eelving proper notice of the amounnt
of ris spe¢lal achool tax and tbe
time for payment, and thua save
himsell and others needless trouble
and expense. Ample time is glven
for this by the provisiorof theschool
law,and the taxpayer who refuses or

March 22d, 1883, as invasions of our
relizions rights, oppressive and oon-
trary to constitutionsl principles,
does not argue that we ‘protest
against o1l anthority,” or aet in *“de-
flance of all good goOvernment.”
And the fapt that it i3 common to
make such groundless charges does
not edd fo thoe wledom of the
Courier-Journal or makeiiheir repe.
tition Jless absurd snd unfair
Neither does it alter the status of
the **Mormon”’ ccmmunity gs the
mos} law-abiding people on the face
of this great continenf, which is
substantinted by statietics and dem-
onstrated by fizares that eannot Iie.

It ia quite likely that the Bainta
may find eomething to oblect to in
whatever parly may be In power,
There are other people in the same
frame of mind, Dsmoerats are not
mueh more free from imperfeetlon
than Republicans, If either party
doea wrong, we think it wrong and
are likely to say so, This iz one of
the few rights feft to ue. Our peo-
pleare chiefly Democratio in politi-
cal proclivities, not from partienlar
attachment to or admirstion of any
party, bnt from firm bslief in the
prinoiples of democratio government,
and objection to those eneroach-
ments upon popular rights and that
eniargement of national powers at
the empenge of local prerogatives,
which the party ecalling itzelf Re.
publican has favored and fostered.
But we olaim the right to opposs
whni we conaider contrary ie
true democratip-republicanism in
any and every party.

The last sentence of the Courier.
Journal’s paragraph revives memo-
ries which sre not very flattering
to the Democratic Administration
referred to, The sending of tha.
“military command =across ths

dent Democratio organ onght to al-
lude. It neither whipped nor awed
the “Moririone,” but baltel In the
snow, and  stayed there until ar-
rapgementa were made with the
SiMormons® to let them in to this
valiey, It was eent to chastize the
people here for offences which they
hiad never committed. The army
was gent firat and an investigation
was ordered afterwards- Federnl
offtcers lied about the * Mormons,”
and the Adminiatration acted on
the prejodice thus created and
the popuiar ouicry thus evoked,
and without stopping to hear the
other side of the question, rushed
Into the follyZof the military expe-
dition. When Inguiries were insti-
tuted the falsshood of tha Federal
officialy was proven beyond dispute,
and that army which neither whip-
ped nor awed any one hereabouts
retarned to the Biates, after it had
cost the country milifons of dollars
and had laid the foundation fora

great national debt., 8imilar lies
sincethat time:from a similer egurce
have produced the special legisiation
to which we object, and which
forms the eole gromnd on which to
base the incorreot charge of lawless-

ness against the ¢ Mormons.” And

we have zome hopes, il nob any

very great expectations, that when
the Demceratio party comes again
into power, it will take warnlng by
the errors of the party now lozing
ita grip, ahd the folly to which the
Couricr-Journal unwisely alludes,
and hcar both sides of the *‘Mor-
mon?’ question before rushing Into
overt nols against the peace and do-
mestic rights of a weli-ordered and
progreseive community.

THE TABERNACLE CHOIR
EXCURSION.

WE know of no organfzaiion in this
city that deserves enjoy ment or cne
that eecures it better when intend-
'ing Lo obtain it than the Tabernncle
Choir. It contnins in iiself the
relements for much plsasure, being
composed of good singers, some ex-

cellent instramenial performers and
& host of friendly, companlonable
and whole.ronied Latter-day Balnts.

It slways has a good time on a trip,
snd the execursion to Echo on Tues-
dsy was no cxception toits gene-
ral rule.

About three bundred persons
formed the party, which moved ot
of the Utah Central depot at 7.20
a.m., and they were Yery comforta-
bly provided for. Five cars were
devoted to their use, three of which
were Unlon Paciflc palace coaches
with every convenience for travel-
erz, and the other two first-class
Utsh Central oars. A lovely morn-
ing and a switt paseage to Ogden
msde everybody feel cheerful, and a
short detention there was not dis-
agreeable. The excurion train
pulled out ahead of the -general

eastern  paesenger traln, and
was ran up to Echo on
the smooth road so that it

reached that point by hslf-past tsn
o’olock, The sighis were duly seen:
Devit’s Gate, Devil’s Blide, the
Thousand Mile Tree, the Witches
Rocke, the prand scenery, ever
changing as the ascent was made,
the bright green foliage, the spark-
ling river, the verdant slopes, the
rocky ridges, the towering heights,
the deep green dells and the guist
villages and harvested flelds were
all enjoyed and commented on, and
when the helt was made at the
month of Echo Canyon, a fine grove
belcnging to Mr. James Bromley,
around which the rapld Weber
flows,was halled with delight a3 the
place for the picoic for which every
one wau ready.

A plank bridge bed been fixed
zeross the river for the convenlence
of the visitors, and a cooking slove
placed in the grove so that those
who indulged might have “a com-
fortable cap of tea.” Under the
shede of the trees, groups of friends
dined together with an appetite
highly improved by the pareair and
novel surroundings, Then s con-
cert was improviced in which
Messrs, W. Foeter; C, R. Bavage
and Evzn Btephens snd Mfss Agnea
Olsen papg charming solos, of:
Weihe favored the company with
gome of his exquisite vlolin selecs
tions, and Prol. Beesley and his
orchesira played sccompanimenta
and instremental pieces. The choir
sang sn anthem, Football and cther
games were played by the sgile and
athletic, anglers trled thelr hooks
with varied euccess, old friends
chatted, tha curions ciimbed Pulpit

Rock and brought away specimens,

four loud blasts from the Jocsmotive
waked the echoes of the everlasting
bills, and ¢alled the company to the
irain again.

At half-past four o’clock, after the
regnlar passenger train from the
enst had paseed,the exoursion rolled
out of Ecboon the return trip all feel-
ing underobligations to Mr. Bromley
for his grove and courtesies,at whose
hotel ample provisiona had been
made to regale all hnngry comers
with excellent food &t a very reason-
sble price. Prest. W. W.Cluff and
many friends from Coalville, also
vigitors from Hennefer and other
zdjacent places favored the compa-
ny with their presence. The trip
down the canyun was hugsly enjoy-
ed, the magnificent scenery, show-
ing to so munch wmore advantage
than on the akcent, and the ehades
of evening, Just beginning to fall,
lending & charm and a contrast to
the glorions views of mountain and
valley which Weber Canyon g0
abundently affords.

At Ugden the special waa attach-
ed to the regular Utab Central ex-

7.45. Nothing occurred to mar the
harmony of the excursion, but eve-

to universal eatisfaction.
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«sMormon” Tabernacle, and is de-
serving of all the innocent recrea-
tion which its members can find
time to take. We alwaya enjoy
thelr pinging and their company,
and hope they will have sweel mel
ody in their hearts and voices in
time and thronghout all eternity.

POWELS OF THE COMMISSION
AND OF THE QANVABS-
© ING BOARD.

ANn Interesting discusslon took
place on Thursday evening before
the Canvassing Board appointed by
the Commissionera to count the
votes cast at the Angust slection.
Judge Harkness appeared in behalf
of F, A, Mitchell as one of the Com-
missioners to Locate Univereity
'Lands, and chowed the right of his
client to have the votes cast for him
counted by the Board,and to receive
s certificate accordingly, The
Board, he argued, bad none but
ministerisl powers and conld legally
do nothing in the premiser bunt
coant the votes as retnrned. Col.
Godfrey on behalf of the Commie-
sfon claimed that the Board peing
appointed by the Ccmmisaion, had
jost snch auathority as that Com-
moizeion gave to them, which was to
canvesd the voles for those offices
for the election whizh the Commis-
sion had glven notice and no others,
No election was calied to fill this
pariicular office, and any argument
in relation to 1t should be made to

the Commlssion and not to the
Board.

Jadge Carlton argoed that the
law of Dtah providing for the
election ,of these Territorial offi-
cera conflicted with the Organic Act
angd therefore was veid. The eleo-
tiocn wes for such offices as were pro-
vided for by law. It was in ed
that the Commission should saper-
viee this election, and this is what
they had done, and were doing.

Judge Harkness replied, contend-
ing that the Board was independent
of the Commiszion in its agtion; the
latter having no power over it ex
cept to make the appointment, and
it transcended its powers in every-
thing wherein it interfered with
he duaties of that Board,

Baveral members of the Com-
mission had something to say;

Governor Ramsey clalming tha{
ihe Edmunds law . vacated
all the_  offices and® gave

the Commission anthority to regn-
late the election to flll them, and
nleo to say what offices had to bs
filled.

F. 8. Richards, Efq., quoted the
law, demonatrated the fact that it js
ouly tbe election and registration
officers that are vacated by the Ed.
munde sct, that the Commission
had no power to designate what ofil-

ces were to be fillgd, becauce that
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