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THE CHARIOTS 0F ISRAEL

(From Old Sasings.)
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Tha white horie’s aroher is darting his arrows;
The red hor:e’s'captaln ends #¥peact® with 3 swordy
The bidck horse?s rider crles faminé snd corrows; '
The pale horse and Death, Shottthg—1Tell come aboard!

CHORUS:
Yet as truth waxes louder, ihe gentiles grow prouger,
Thelr ¢¢imes are fulftiling,” alas! sure enough,
Shout futhens, aud mothers; and gistéts, and brothers,
“The chariots of Israel umj.hutau:pun chereof.?

The vengeance of God like a whirlwind is coming,
To chasten the wdrld by continual strokes:

IIis chariot wheglson the monntains are hunnning
' His'anger.s XKindled, his jealousy emokes.

When v lence and bloodshed had made the earth streaked,
Jehovah just swept them,away with a flood; |

And now with a jundgment he’jl barn up the wickedy—
The sun shall be darken’d, the moon turn’d to Ligod

The awiul hereafter, l1ke forestis round waler,
Exhibits its shade on the current of thmne,

The banquet of hell callg a world te Lthe slaughter,
To cope with the Savior in glory sublime.

The hand on the wall, as it diid to Balshazzar,
Hath wrote MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN, to all;
Thev're pounding the *=hmge?® of Nebuchadnezzar,
And Bab’lony the great, with 1t» splendor, must fall,

«:That stone for the Image,s as evil Increases,

Though small, 'ke a mite, yet will grow with good men,
And fali on the kKingdoms and break them to pleces,

And Adam will come and bring Z.on agalo.

The summer ! nigh, and the A< trees are budding;

¢:The Jast days have come wiih thelr terrors and tears;’
The vail ’er the earth, like a scroll, of a stdden,

Will roll up; losannal then Jesus appears.

DISCOURSE
By ERASTUS, SNOW, Tabernacle, Jan, 5, 1560

I have lately held certain conversations
which have caused a train of reflection in my
mind  this ‘morning, and a few passages of
scripture to float ‘across my mind, which, un-
less I should be led in another train of thought,
I will give to my brethren and sisters; but I
desire not my own will, but the will of my
Fatheér who is in heaven. That which is
meet to me might not be to a mixed multi-
tude of people. God knoweth best that which
is suitable unto our circumstances. |

If we would do the most good, we must feel
the most passive in the hands of our Heavenly
Father. We must be like a musical instru-
ment in the hands of skillful performer. Shall
the instrument say to him that perferms upon
tt, why do you play thus? Or shall the law
say to him that speaketh it, why dost thou
use me thus? B A

“Trus, every individual 'intelligence is pos-
sessed of a will which is a prepelling power
within himse!f. Good and evil is placed. be-
fore us, and we have to choose between them.
iLiEht and darkness exis's, and if we are not

nilu

the other.” When we entered info the fullness

of the gospel—into a saered and holy covenant |

wilh God—we virtually agreed io sugrender

onr Will fo him, we agreed to place ourselves |

|

nnder his diréction, guidance, dictation and
council, that our will sheuld be mexged in his.
Hence we are in duty bound, and it .is for our
beat interest to strive to altain to that siate of

{it, he finds
'ates in a similar way,

|doing good and theé consediences resulting

ing him into some large field or corral, to
gradually hem him in until he is brought into
a small compass, where, before he is aware of

Il)limﬂf:lf taken. Our Father oper-

I might say also,that our adversary profits by |
a similar example, understanding the same
policy to a degree. When he would involve
us in his spares, he is earefultodo it in a way
we shall not know it until our feet areé in.

a prey to the greater.

Our 'Father in‘heaven is laboring for our
exaltation, his work forever and 'ever is doing
wood; pood 'ig the part he has chosen, évil he |

imiprove ‘them, to teach them the benefits of
from doing evil, that the one principle tendet
to dissolution, and to eternal death and dis-
organization, while the other principle tendeth |
to life, to perpetuate the organization whicn
has already been affected, and bring it to the
highest state of perfection, or in other words |
to secure to intelligent beings thé boon they
most earnestly desire, namely, the continua- |
tion of lives. i
What desire has been planted in the human |
breast that is equal to the desire of life?
What will a man not give in exchange for his

|nature for good. We may call it instinct, or

enced by the one power we shall be by

life.? To use the words of the savior—“For
what is a man profitted, if he should gain the |
whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what |
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
What man under® the sentence of death for a
breach of law that would not give all he pos-
sessed of earthly substance to atone, if hiaI
life could only be spared? How few there are |
that would not be willing to give the whole
world, if they possessed it, for their lives.
Why is this universal desire planted in the
human breast to live? It is a law ordained in

by what name we please, it is a universal law
in all intellizent beings to seek to retain the
organization they possess.” Hence when sick-
ness assails us, an enemy appears in deadly
array with a'show to lay uslow indeath, every
facu!ty of the soul is aroused to repel it, and

we use all the means in our power to stay the
prozress of disease. |

The seriptures inform us that the greatest
gift of God is eternal life. Is this a gift of
God in deed and in truth? Yes, I understand
it to be to all intents and purposes the gift of
God. Yet eterr al life is not attained without
compliance on cur part with those principles
that lead to the attainment of it I will illus-
trate this hy what we see daily in our natural
life. We understand by what we learn daily
that there are certain things that tend to des-
troy this tabernacle; and there are other things
which, if wedeserve, have a tendency to pro- |
long the organization of this tabernacle, and |
our temporal existence, ,

For example, we have learned by numerous
observations and examples that if an individ-

1

ual cast himself into the sea without having
any means of floating, he will gink in the

certain fhing is necessary to his existence,
whiel is the pure, wholesome air inhaled into
the lungs. Anything that cuts us off from
this supply, terminates our earthly exislence;

| the machinery of this tabernacle cannot be|

kept in motion withont it. We have also|
learned that excessive heat, or excessive cnidl
will stop. this machinery of life. There are
various other causes which stop the machinery |
of life in our mortal tabernacles, If we would
Erulpng our organization for any eertain num-|

er. of years, we must carefully guard against

those evils that endange
cesses of every kfntf have a.  temdeney to|
weaken and ullimately to destroy the ‘lahgrnﬂ-l
cle of man, | An excessive appetite if encou-

rmind and feelin'g that we shall have no. will of jraged with rich viands, and this persisted in, |

cur own independent of the will of,
in heavensand say in: all things,*
mine *but thy will be done.” f,e
therefore not according to
i3 inh_ma, Dot to speak atm&rl y my awn feclings,
but. that the mind of Christ may be i me,
that I may speak as he would were he in my,

‘ather not,

place tliis morning, and act: ag he would it Le il

were in my cirenmstances; nor have we the
promise of'fa:u .Fathnr.i,hﬂt he.wm_,d,i'cl_;atp i
us unlegs we arrive at this state of feeling,

If our spirits are inclined to be gliff and re-

fraclory,and we desire coutinually.the grati- |

fication of our own, will, fo the extent that
this facling prevailsinus, the Spirit of the Lord
is held ‘at a distance from us, cr, in other
words, the Father withholds his Spiritfrom us
in proportion as we desire the grat fication of
our own will, - We interpose a barrier between
us and our Father that he cannot cansistent!y
with himself move upoR us s03s o
our actions. He may set bounds around us
aud hedze ns in rownd abeut that beyond a
certain point our will cannot be gratified,

when he capnot influence our wills _in anyius, or sirength of these tabernacles likei ex- over the weakuess of onr fellows, yet inne
ather way, by bringing a combinatlion of cir-]¢egsive mental labor, because it has a moie case whatever should we look upon sin with
cumstances to bear upon us to circumseribe.!

us, he may eventually 'Uring our wills into
eubiection. ‘Like we''would corral-a' wild
hoise, or one that has grown gunning and is
unwilling to be caught and brifled, and kecps
out of the way of his pursuers, they are under
fhie necessity of taking him by guile, by allur-

water and 'under it, and he eannot live. A!

r our tabernacles, ex-|

The child that has never faith to attempt to
walk, as a malter of course, will never learn
to walk. When he first begins to exercise lis
feet and lege to walk, they are weak and
scarcely capable of supporting his little frame;
but the more he exercises them the more he
receives strength, And so with every other

portion of the tabernacle. The same may be

said of all mental gifts and endowments., The
mind that is naturally stupid, dull, and in-

that spirit does not improwe, nor increage in
strength and capacity. :
The more the mental faculties are brought

the greater powers of rescarch are developed
tu .}hut spirit; and where shall the end thercof
e |
There is no end to its increase of knowledee
and truth, unless we turn round. and go the
other way; in other words, unless we persist-
ently pursue the path of death, and violate
every law, both physical and mental, until we
become dissolved. :
If we cease temperate habits and give our-

selves up to the gratification of our lusts and |

appetites, and pursue this course {rom year to
year, we shall find ourselves steadily geing
down to the chambers of death, and no power
can hinder it; it is a fixed law of our ‘!:rhjaical
existence. éan the Lord change it? I will
not stop to inquire whether he can or not. 1
will say, however, I never heard of his doing
it on any other condition than that individual
repenting of his evil course. When he does
this, and observes the laws of life and health,
God will add his blessing to his efforts, and
he will begin to ascend the hill again, and he
may regain in some- measure that which he
has jost.
course of evil, no power can redeem him.

What I say therefore in regard to the mor-
tal body is equally applicable to the eternal
life of the soul.

There is no such principle as saving a man
in his sins, neither physically nor spiritually,
Our Savior has never offered himself as an
atonement for mankind to redeem and save
them in their sins. Iregard this as an utter

impossibility.

gm:na of my friends who may have been rear-
ed up in the old straight-jacket schoel of mod-
ern theology, may be startled with the idea
of anything being imﬁmihle with God. But
I conceive it to be a fixed axiom that two and
two make four, whether the addition is made
by man or God.

It 1s just as impossible for God to add twe
and two together and make ten of it asitis
for me or you. Mathematical truths are as
true with God and angels as they are with
man. I understand that what hos exalted to
life and salvation our Father in heaven, and
all the Gods of eternity will also exalt nus
—their children. And what causes Lucifer
and his followers to descend to the regions of
death and perdition will also lead us in the
same direction; and no atonement of our Lord
and Savior Jesns Christ ean aller that eternal
law any more than he can make two and two
to inean sixteen.

One may ask wherein the atonement of Je-
sus Christ has affected us. Through his atone-
ment is granted unto us repentance and re-
mission of sins. He came from the Father to

sojourn in the flesh amongz men, to take upon |

him the infirmities of the flesh, and the weak-
nesses of human nature, snbjeeting himself to
the contradietion of sinners, exposing himself
to all the physieal ills that prey upon the hu-
man,system, and to all the powers of darkness
that prey upon the intellectual faeuities of
man, expesing himself to the te

contending, fawerm, to resiat gatan and all kis
armies, anpd to resist every other evil flesh is
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like weare, he was born of a woman -as we
were, possessing like passions with ourselves,
and was exposed to the same kind of tempta-
tions to which we are exposed®in life. Yet he
withstood them all. |

The seriptures say he tasted death for eve

'a hope

But as long as he continues that

ung mptations of |
the hosts of hell. . He liad to combat all these:

man. - Did he taste death for every man wi
' a view that every man should be saved from
death? No. If so, it would destroy the prin-
ciple I have been speaking of, and wonld save

This' atises from our limited capaeity, from | active,  and no  ontward cicumstances are | the children of men in their sing. - But while
oir weakness, and the weaker power becomes  brought to bear upen it, toimpel it to exercige;  death had passed upon all mankind because of
| ' that mind remains comparatiyely undeveloped, l sin, there ‘'was no power that could avert it;

[yet by offering himself an offering for sin, he
opéned a way for mankind to be raised again

ne : _ A% d olit | frem the dead, and for ever afterwards be set
escheweth; he ‘sceks fo unite and concentrate | inta exercise, If il is not immoderate exercise, j-free:fmm its power. .
the faith and feelings'of intelligent beings, to| the more thege faculties receive strength, and |

His'death has also opened up a door of re-
pentance anto ug, giving unto us a hope of re-
demptionithrough his blood. 'Has it giyven us
of salvation in our sins? Not to me.
I hope not to be able to eat fire with impunity
and still prolong my days. I bhave no such

| promise that I ecan have melted lead running

(down my throat instead of wholesome diet,
and expect it is going to be converted into life-
giving food in my system. 1 have no better
grounds to bope that I shall, by the death of
Christ, be saved from the congequences of per-
sisting in a wicked course of life.

The consequences of our transgressions
' must fall upon us. Yet Christ has placed be-

fore us the principle of faith, hope and chari-

ty. If we wall exercise faith in him, we may
have hope of redemption through his blood on
condition that we repent of our gins, and turn
about and pursue the path of life. We and
our fathers before us have so far partaken of
the elements of death that we cannot save our
mortal tabernacles from that change that
awaits them,

This promise we have, that when the time
comes that is written of in the scripture, that
satan shall be bound, and shall cease to exer-
cise his power and dominion over the hearts of
the children of God for the space of a thou-
' sand years; the' children that shall grow up
(unto the Lord shall not taste of death; that is,
“they shall not sleep in the earth; but they
shall be changed in a moment, in the twinklig
of an eye, and they shall be caught up a
their rest shall be glorious.”

I thus distingnish between them and us, be-
cause at that time they shall grow up with a
more complete and perfect understanding of
the laws of life and health, awd they will ob-
serve them., And the temptations and evils
that gurround us on every hand shall be re-
moved from them.  The elements that are now
nnder the eontrol of the prince and power of
the air, and charged with death, which we
are constantly brought in contact with, will
then be removed; the elements will be sancti-
fied, the curse will be removed from the earth
and its surrounding atmosphere, and the
powers of darkness that rule in the atmosphere
will be confined to their own region, and the
tabernacles of the children of men shall grow
up without sin unto salvation, ‘

Hence their tabernacles ghall not be subject
to pain and sickness like uuto ours, ere
will be no pain and sickness because there
will be no breach of the laws of life and
health. There will be no intemperance of any
kind, because there will be no evil spirit at
the elbow coutinnally ready to allure and draw
into gin.  But the Spirit of the Lord will be
with every person to guide him constantly,
and the law of the Lord will be written in his
heart, so that ene will mot nzed to say te an-
other—“This ' is the way, walk ye in it.”
There:wili be no devil to tempt on the right
hand and on the left, saying, “This is the way;
walk init?? Thus having this good influence”
continually around them to keep them in the
straight path,they will grow up without sick-
ness, pain or death, .« © |

Theve will be a change ‘wrounght ‘in their
tabernacles, which is equivalent to death and

in the

;%s';r Fathurj

t.me speak |
to any se Iﬁﬁneg;ﬂg:gtl‘

control,

will make'the possessor a glutton, and shorten  heir to, and set forth an example of purity and)f the resurréctiony but they will not slé

\bhis merlal career, = i pecfectiondo the buman family,, (In the lan- |dust of the earth. s Their tabernaéles ghadl
If a person having a strong desire for stimu~, guace of  sacred. writ—“For what the law { not menlder back ' intoe corruption, but 'they
lerts, such as spirituous liguors, tea, colie, | could wot.dg,in that it was weak through the | shall be like Jesus Christ’s most glorious'tal<
_tu&gggn, opium, etc., that stimunlale the perv- flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness/| ernaeley who never knew ging and he is the
;imfjl 'a:,‘.ﬁimn to excess, and continues to gratify | of sinfui flesh, and for sim condemned sin in only being we vead of whbsd tabernacle did
Ahis appetité,will soon destroy.the elasticityof  the flesh.” : ' { ot see corruption, except 2 few who ebtained
1§ pervous sysiem and, become. like a bone| "~Thus he demonatrated to haman beinzs it is | before hand the privilege of translation, 1
that is often bent almost to breaking. . If a possible for them to live without sin, thiat our | - Weread—“Enoch walked with"God 'and he
 bow, be Kept strung up fo ils utmost tension it | God might be just it condemning sin in every | was not, for God took hir.”? Theapostle Paul
loses ifs power and strengih usntil it is of Little form and in gvery place, and in every being, says hewas Uransiated, Tue revelationz given
or. 1j0. use, * v .+ 80 that in ‘truth he might eay, as he says in I.HITH‘H;.;!'I Joseph Smith teacliés. tha" a great
So in fiature; the more apy powerful stimu- | the preface of theBook of Doe.&Covs. that Lie | many lothers in'Enceh’s day ebtained the same
lent is made use of in the human system the, eannot look npon sin with the least degree of | blessing: | ETLOR {1
8aoney the human machinery will be worn out. allowance.  We can understand ‘also why he | We read in the Book of Mormen of three
LAt folows then, if we will, secure life, and  is a merciful and forgiving spirit, exercising f Nephites, upon whom the - Yord wrought a
preserve the organizafion of this tabernatle, a fatherly tenderness ovér we, to pardon our : change that their bodies should not see ¢or-
ywe must gbserve ibe laws of lile, we must-ab- | follies and weaknesses, yel he cannot juslily | ruptions but-that change waein itsslf equiva-
;stain from intemperance of every descriplion. |them in the least degrep, lont to death and the resurrection. Whetlier
| We must neiihur iudulge in excessive eating, ! Should we seck to become like him, tobe | the complete change took place in thatday, of
excies;ﬂive drinking, or in excessive working, actnated by ihe same prineciple, striving fo G- | v.*in'-t!u:r a gtill greater change remaing to take
|,whq'relhy to over tax our physical energies, or cend to.the sama glory? Weshould: we should | place withi them,; we are not informed posi-
cour pervons: system. Perhaps no kind of Jabor.| imitate His example.  And wlhile weexercise | tively.,  But Mormon writing about it gives it
will so rapidly weaken the power of life within the same unhounded mercy and compassionas his opinion, and says it was so signified 4o
him by the Spirit, that there remained for them
a greater change in the great day when al¥
direct influence npon the nervous system. The | the least degree of allowanee or in any mas- | should be ehanged. | '
nervous system seems to be a sort of comneci- | nerjuslify if. + However much may be said in| Suffice it to say that beeause of the fall of
ing link between our spirit and cur taberna- i palliation of the fau'ts of mankind, rothing | Adam the elements of the earth of which we
reles.  Yet a proper amount of labor, physicalican,ha said 1 justification of them.  The | partake have sown the seeds of mortalily in
and mental, becomes HP:?HE&_I?'..tﬂ the proper Secriptures say that our Savior was tempted [the earthly tabernacle, so that it  bécomrs
' drvelopment of the faculties of both boc y and ' in all things like we are, yet without sin. And | necessary they should all undergo the same

' soul. | in order that he might be tempted in all things | chang=, whether by returning to the dust, and

<




