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IN MIDDLE TENNESSEE

CNE creek june and 1897
perhaps a few lines irom this locality

will be of interest to your readers and
especiallyes bially to those interested in this partofleof the lords vineyard this place is
still fresh in the memorymemory of latterlatier day
saints and all reflect with sorrow on the
enasmassacresacre of elders gibbs and berry on
cane creek lewis county tennessee
little did I1 think when reading of this
cotecolle blooded murder that it would ever
be my lot to see the place and converse
withvita the people otof this locality

As elder bench and I1 were on a tour
visiting the elders of our conferenceconferenc we
found it necessary to go through this
section or walkvalk twenty or thirty miles
around As missionaries get all the
walking they want we decided to take
the cut off

coming up cane creek we were busily
engaged in conversing upon present
conferenceconle rence duties but as we came near
the place of this sad occurance our
thoughts flew from the present to the re-
viewing of events some fourteen years
ago when two otof gods servants sealed
their testimony with their blood we
ate dinner near the condor larmfarm where
the shooting took place passed the
houses of widow hinson and son saw
the grave of mr hinson the leader olof
the mob and the man killed by one of
the condor boys we stopped at a
number of houses and talked with the
people they seemed greatly surprisedsed
seeing the mormon elders in that neigh-
borhood again people were not in-
clined to talk of the past but by ques-
tioningilioning them we learned their side of
the story we were impressed with the
uneasiness manifest while talking upon
this subject proving a guilty conscience
and aching heart all seemed to regret
the actions otof the mob and one man

saidaid it was a big mistake 11 the mis-
take is self evident in following ththe liveselives
and misfortunes otof those participating in
that butchery of good men this peo-
ple givegave me an object lesson demon-
stratingstra the truthfulness otof pauls writ-
ingstintwwhereere inin he says be not deceived
godawis is not mocked for whatsoever a
thanman howeth that shall he also reapheap
these people sowedbowed the wind they are
leapingheaping the whirlwind surely the
curses pronounced upon ancient ds
obedience and sin is also being visited
upon modern wickedness

we are if correctly informed the first
mervelder to visit the neighborhood that
were known to the people since the
killing elder bean came through here
disguised as a lumber man eidereder rob-
erts came after the bodies in his well
known make up we could not keep
from smiling when people were describ-
ing that undertaker most people

were kind though somewhat curious to
know the purpose of our vistvis t some
were at one time interested in the gos-
pel and I1 think the time is not far dis-
tant when a good work willill be done in
this country the wolf would not have
made his appearance had there not been
lambs near by elders gibbs and berry
were held in high esteem by the respect
able people of this and all neighbor-
hoods where they labored many woud
shed tears when telling otof the last time
the elders visited their homes before go-
ing to their place of death those who
mourn the losslos of these servants ought
to have comfort in christs sasayingslikings
for whosoever will save his lifee shallhall

lose it and whosoeverbo will lose his life
for my sake shall find it we have
thirty six elders in middle tennessee
conference and all are working for the

of truth our labors are bearing
fruits in a goodly number of baptisms
some sunday schools and branches of the
church we shall be pleased to hear
from elders and peopeopleale at home havihavingng
friends and relatives here

NELS P NELSON
president middle tennessee cancon-

ference

EAST TENNESSE conference
LOCUST MT tenn may 1897
we herewith present you with a list

of the nimesmines and addresses of the el-
ders laboring in the east tennessee
conference from last reports they are
all in good health and spirits battling
bravely for truth and right which will
one day gain a victory in the earth

we are always glad to recce ive a copy
of the NEWS we can assure you it is
a very welcome visitor it is not only
read eagerly bybv us but our many
friends in the south and they are
legion it is very gratifying to note the
gradual change in sentiment upon the
mormon question much prejudice is
being allayed and the peoplepeciole the more
intelligent classes are beginning to read
and investigate the doctrines we advo-
cate and sacrifice so much to bring to
them where they will read and attend
our meetings with unprejudiced minds
having a desire in their hearts tolo know
the truth the spirit of god bears record
to their souls that we are preaching the
doctrines of christ we are sate in
saying that there are many thousands otof
honest hearted people in the south who
believe in all sincerity we are advocat-
ing gods word yet they lack the moral
courage to stand by their convictions
and dare to do right let the consequence
follow

it is a lamentable fact that there ateare
very many here who are what the world
charge us with being namely priest
ridden they are afraid of the church
lash and their neighbors they dare
not read outour literature or attend our
meetings lest they be turned out of the
church and ostracisedostracized from society
but there are many very many who
in spite of all opposition exercise their
freedom and reason the heaven born
and god given qualities otof mankind
we are daily making friends of those
who have in the past been avowed and
bitter enemies it is not through any
tact or smartness on our part but
through the operation of goosgoas spirit
the lord is blessing our humble efforts
in the spread of truth and the seeds
which are being planted are falling on

i good ground and it properly nurtured

and cared for will in the near futuresfutureH
produce an abundant harvest lr

this year wiltwill be a rich harvest of
souls thus far in this month twenty
baptisms are reported for the east tea 0
bessee conference

there are applicants waiting in thethea
counties of johnson carter dealacleab
bourne rhea and anderson tenn lain
the last named county among other ap- a

is a gentleman about forty y
of age who eight months ago decdeclared1

that no mormon elder should ever eoem
ter his door by urgent request of ofir
friends he was persuaded to attend ouroar
memeetingsbetings alterafter listening to two or
three discourses upon the gospel he ex
tended a hearty invitation to go and
dine with him of course it was ac
cepter Whoeverwho ever heard of a
elder refusing a good dinner except on
fast day

the people are beginning to open
their eyes to the truth though there are
many who are poisoned to the very core
through reading such books as john D
lees confession J H beadles gorka
mormonism unveiled together with the
slanderous reports of those who havehav
no regard for the truth in somissome licali
ties where we travel it is simply wonder
ful the attention that is given us schools
are dismissed that the students maysaxegaze fW
upon a living curiosity in the shape of a
mormon elder we often meet people
who have never seen a mormon elcelderkr
before and it is quite natural that they
should look upon us with a searchinghmg
gaze when they have an opportuneopopportunityltvy

following is the list otol eldersElder with
their addresses

J E hart and W E robinson ai

AEhashevilleeville N C box
F G warnick and sorenboren peterson
asheville N C box

E K Fillfilstrup and D W jeffs duox
ville tenn

E R needham and james dunkleyduckloF

cleveland braddey county tenn 1
A E braby and C I1L roberts huntshuno 5

ville
A W ensign and A D darkclark jack- si

boro
J H hinckleyHinckleyandand W J depriest

Sweedville
G B williams and J C manninehannh

seviervilleSevierville tr
J P aydelotte and W G nuttall

Greegreensvillegreenevilleneville
J R terry and W gailey elk park

N C
J C bertschbertach and C H

boone watauga county Z

M H welling and JjanM jewa1

asheville WT
W H carter and alma

elizabethtonElizabethton tenn i

JJEHARTE HART
president of Confarconferenceetim

W E ROBINSON
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