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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held io
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sun-
day, Dec¢. 29th, 1889, commencing
at 2 p. m., President Angus M.
Cannon presiding.

The choir sany:

Mortals, awake! with angels joun,

And chant the solemn lay.
Prayer by Elder O. G. Workman.
The choir sang:

Glory to God on high,
1.et heaven and earth reply,
Pralse ye His name,

The l'rissthoed of the First Ward
offimiated it the ndministration of
the Sacrament.

APOSTLE 1IEBER J. GRANT
way ealled to address the congrega-
tion. He said the Balnts met to
gether often to be strengtheued in
the knowledge of the Gospel, [t was
as natural to partake of spiritual food
to keep the Baints united as it was
to receive temporai food to sustain
their bodies. They should go to
mestings with. an earnest prayer to
be benetited—tv receive somethiug
that will give thewm strength to
walk in the rizht path. Sometimes
we have a feeling to reject counsel,
and we go away feeling that we
have not received any benefit. But
if we nre keeping the commmand-
ments of God, then all teachings
in harmony with those command-

ments are pleasant to us. Bome
times when we  have  been
doing wrong amd  receive a

rebuke, wedonot like it. No man
in the pulpit has any right to direct
his rematrks te persons, hut hLe
shruld speak on the prlociples of
life, ag they are applicable to all.
If an Elder does this by the light
of the Holy Spirit, e does not stop
to question whu is hit by his remarig,
nor direct them at any one. Those
whose faults are pointed out are the
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[ is more untrue than such a state- | performed. They are admitted to

ment.
gives the lie to the c¢laim. Through
all the sufferings of the Saints, all
that has been asked of them to es-
cape guffering hus been that they
relinguish their faith. No people
who had not minds of their own
would have suffered the pains the
Baints have when they could have
vecaped go easily. Their course in
this respect has been one of the
[ strongest evidences of the truth of
the mission of Joseph B8mith. They
wetre nob promised beds of ease; but
they were given the pame promise
thut Jesus gave His disciples, that
they would suffer persecution, and
some of them woul. bave lo sacrifice
their lives fur the (Gospul. No rea-
svonable person can look at the his-
tory of the gSaints and not give themn
eredit for acting on individual
Enowledge and couviction, Friends
and relations have turned against
them, and their names have beer
cast out a8 evil.  Would we allow
this if we had not a sincere convie-
tion of the truths of the Gospel?
Would people with no torce of char-
acter stand up against the world?
Would they submit t3 being driven
from homes and patiently bear perse:
cutions, for religion’s sake? They
would not. The Baints are united
because they have fested the Lord
Uy keeping His commandmeunts,
and they have received His testi-
mony, which makes them one with
Christ. Having received of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, we
should at all times be bhonest, virtu-
ous and upright, that men aod
womel, seeing our good deeds will
glorify God and seek to serve Him,
There are neo words that have the
sarue effectas a God-like example,
May He help us to be faithful to
[Him io all thiugs.

APUSTLE MOSES THATCHER

was the next speaker. He sald that

pues who receive the nust bepefit, | when the Elders speak by the Holy

if they are wise.

The Saints should strive to know
their fauits, and then seek for
strength to overcome. We al]
kpow we are all far short of perfec-
tlon. I doubl whether there is a
single individual bere who thinks
he has kept the commandments of
(God as well as he kuoows how. But
jt we strive coutinually we will in-
crease in power to do right. The
work of God is ouward, and there ig
oo power that can prevent it. [tis
for us to say whether we will” keep
pace with it through all tribulations.
We have been warned of persecu-
tiou. We bave Leen warbned that
our liberties would be taken away,
and uuless we bave the light of the
Bpirit we will not be able to bear up
under our trisls. But with that
S@pirit we ¢an show our gincerity by
suffering for the Lestimony of Jesus
Christ. There is but one path of
Juty—the straight and narrow path.
It is the path of, virtue, of Lionor, of
faithfulness to God and our fellow-
men.

Bucause the Latter-day Saints are
united, and are notswayed by every
wind of Jdoctrine, the world say we
are guided by a few cunniog leaders,
and that the mass do pot think for
themselves, There is nothing that

Gthost, they edify all who enjoy that
Haints and the people rajolee in its
gifts. Never, at any period in the
history of the Church, has it heen
more necessary to have the guidance
of the Holy Uhost than at the
present time. We are in a position
that we have to walk largely by
faith. The conflict between dark-
ness and light is growing very in-
tense. When we are lefi alone, the
mockery and scorn of the world
make us, when looking at things
from a human staodpoint, feel
very weak; but wheu we have the
Holy Bpirit, and realize our Juty
and Jdeatiny, fear is banished and we
stand up and glorify God even for
the tribulations we pass through.
Ounr faculties are strengtheved by
use, and spiritual strength comes by
the closest tests. Every effort of the
ungoudly, of the enemies of humau
liberty, will but aid in developing a
clags of people thut will be worthy
of their higg and holy calliig.

The evitlences of thrift,of courage,
of progression, are in our mldst to-
day. We may maks more rapid
progress in the future because of our
increased wenlth; but honest men
cannot fail to give the true meed of
praise to the “Mormon’’ people: for
the great work they have already

Tbe history of the Saiuts|be moral, temperate and industrious

—attributes uot pessessed by many
who antagonize them—and they
will survive when thelr accusers
and slunderers have passed away.
The destiny of Utah in this nation
is marked out by the Almighty, and
the day will come when her streagih
will be welcomed by her pigter com-
monwealths. Her destiny cannot
be interfered with.

‘The measures now directed against
us niay, in the near future, prove to
benot an unmixed evil. I remember
the unjust rulingsof Judge Howard,
in Arizona, which caused a num-
ber of fesidents of that Territory to
wander to a foreigh land, where
they were almost on the verge of .
starvation. I remember when, in
this condition, through the influ-
ence of ““American gentlemen,’”’ an
edict was issued that in fifteen days
they were to leave the State of Chi-
huahua, Mexico, where they then
were. This was regarded as a grent
calamily in their destitute condition;
but it ealled the attention of the
national authoritiee to their aitua-
tion. The result was a great bless-
ing, and today the “Mormon’’ peo-
ple are looked upon as the moest suc-
cessful colonisle that Mexico has.

They were very 01 when
they weut there, but the pros-
perity which has uttendel

them has been a marvel. There
was a question ino regani fo a wafer
snpply,but an earthquake two years
ago solved that problem, and great-
ly increased the guantity of water.
Where formerly wvegetables could
not be produeed, they now grow in
abundance. 8o, wherever the Lat-
ter-day Saints go the blessings of
God abide, and steridty is turned
into fruitfulness. 1f the pressure is
80 great as to crowd some of us into
Mexico on the south and Cuanada on
the north, the blessings of the Lord
will attend us there as well as here.

This natlon lins reached the zenith
of great glory and power. The
progressiou in the arts and sciences

ia unsurpasged eleewhere. Qur
nation  wus  based upon the
broad principles  of human
liberty. These principles are

being tested. There are questions
arising in the pation that will
eause the “Mormon’’ question to
sink into insignificance. All gyes
are upon Utah today, but other
issuer are looming up, such as the
inbor question, race problems, ete.
Political parties may have intrigues,
but the masses of the people are
growing pocrer, and the few richer.
These issues must be met and dealt
with, nnd grave oaes they are. We
are today on the highway to the
ecnslavement of the masses of the
people, in the great wealth that is
being amassed by monopolies. The
fault is in the system, and the day
must come when a remedy must be
Erovided. The Lord gave what we
ave and It is not for us tc say that
the producer shall have compara.
tively nothing, and the non-prodneer
have nearly sll. Eminent financlers
have dealt with these gnestions,
aud have shown the dangers of the
present financial system. The in-
equalities existing between ° edpi-
tal and labor must bripg disaster,



