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Our Conlerence thus far has heen one
of exceeding interest to me, and I pre-
sume it has been to all who have shared
in its proceedings, I do not know that
I ever heard our brethren of the Twelve
Aposties speak with greater powerthan
they have during this Conference; I do
not know that I ever felt more edified
mysell by the remarks which have been
made; and 1 have felt very thankiul for
the measure of the Spirit of God that
has rested down upon President Wil
ford Woodru. He has been greatly
favored of the Lord in speaking to us.
And so with President l.orenzo Saow.
1 have no doubt that the Latter-day
Saints will go from this Conference in-
structed wpon niany points,-and with
their ninds entightened concerning
many things that perhaps bave been, to
some extent, hiddenlrom them. From
that which I have heard, it is evident
that a great many surmises have been
indulged in, and perhaps ill-natured and
unjust remarks made concerning the
authorities of the Church over some of
their recent actions. [ was, therelore,
exceedingly thankful that the Soirit of
God moved upon President Woodruff
and the other brethren 1o address the
Conference upon the subject that they
spoke upon. I believe it1s the duty ol
the autborities of this Church to explain
as far as possible the motives for their
actions and for tneir expressions; for we
are a united body, and that which [nter-
ests those who are called 1o lead the
Church interests all the membern of the
Church  Moreover, to havé periect
harmony, and to prevent the adversary
{rom taking advantage, it is necessary
that somelimes explanations be made
which men naturally shrink from mak-
ing, especially in public. This has been
the case with the authorities of the
Church; it has been so with President
Woodiuft and also with the rest of the
brethren. Tlien again. the situation of
aflairs has been very peculiar, esrecially
because of politics having received so
much attention, and causing fleelings
among the people, and in sote in-
stances among the leading men. In
consequence of tnis, the brethren have
{elt 10 hold their peace, and to say noth-
ing about affairs that really needed ven-
tilating,. We have been reticemi, be.
<ause we felt that we were likelv 10 be
misunderstood, and to have miscon-
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ceplions of our tnotives. For this
reason we have permitted ourselves to
be exposed to animadversion and cen:
sure, and, in some instances, condemna-
tion. OI course, you can understand
why the brethren should feel delicate,
AnXiety to save was the dominant leel-
ing In their breasts.

But that which has transpired and the
explanations that were -made yesterday
ought to be a solemn warning to Latter-
day Saints tonot be bhasty in their con-
clusions, .nor in their animadversions
and censures, not 10 say their condemna-
tion of the men whom God has placed
to preside over the Church. I believe
‘that a great atmount of sin has been
committed on this point; that the Spirit
of God has heen grieved, and that dark-
ness has comne to many minds, hecause
men and women bave indulged in con-
Jdemnation without understanding all
‘the circumstances surroundiog the case
which was mentioned here yesterday.
Only a fews days ago: a letter came to
hand containing the most severe
stricttires concerning our conduct. [t
was written by a man who was formerly
a President of a'Seventy and a Sunday
school superintendent. He expressed
himsel! in a manner to lead us who
read the letter to conclude that he gave
~wyoice to the feelings of a great many
others also. Thisman said we stcod
sell-convicted of havihg violated a law
of the Church, and he called updn us to
repent and make amends for our con-
duct. Now, when a man who professes
to love the cause of Zion and to respect
the authorities of the Church will put
his thoughts on paper in this form, and
send them to us, it\urnishes an index of
how others may feel who may not have
as good opportunity even as he bad to
know the truth. It is very significant that
such a letter should be written and sent.
\While it is only a little thing of itsell it
1s an jndication of bow hupndreas of
olhers may feel.

In the remarks that I make herel
would like 1o bring this home to the
minds ot the members of this Church
There is one thing that the Lord has
warned us about from the beginming,
and that is. not to speak evil of the
l.ord's anointed. He has told us that
any member of the Church who indulg-
ed in this is liable to lose the Spirit of
God and go into darkness. Tnhe Prophet
Joseph said time and again that it was
one of the first and strongest symptoms
ol aposiasy. Have we not proved this?
Have not his words upon this subject
been fulfilled to the verv letter? No
man can do this without Incurring the
displeasnre of the Lord. It mav seem
sirange, in this age of irreverence and
iconoclasm, to talk in this way. Never-
theless, this is the truth, God has
chosen His servants. He claims it as
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His prerogative to condemn phem, if
they need condemnation. He has not
given itto us individually to censure
and condemn them, No man, however
strong he may be in the faith, however
high in the priesthood, can speak evil of
the Lord’s anointed and find faul with
God’s authority on the earth without in-
currring His displeasure  ‘The Holy
Spirit will withdraw itsell from such a
man, and he will go into darkness. This
being the case, do you not see how im-
portant it is that we should be careful?
However difficult it may be for usto
understand the reasons for any action of
the authorities of the Church, we should
not too hastily call their acts in question
and pronounce them wrong. Perhaps
never sincethe days of the great apos-
tasy in Kirtland has there been such a
spirit to do this thaf I am speaking of as
there has been of late years. Why,some
of us have lelt as though we scarcely
dare go to conference in some places,
we have heard such an arraignment of
our motives and such a condemnation of
our actions. This is a strange thing to
say, vet it is true, and manyv personsg
here know it is frue. -

Yesterday’s explanations ought to have
the effect to make those persons who
have indulged in these censorious re-
marks and in this condemnation feel so
ashamed of themselves as to cause them,
if they bhave any love for the truth and
any desire to keep the commandments
ot Gqd, to clothe themselves in sack-
cloth and ashes and beseech rhe [.ord to
forgive them for the sin they have com-
mitted, For they have condemned
innocent men. They have said that
which s not true abott the servants of
God, and no man has the right to do
this about anvbody, much less about
men who are striving to do all thev can
for the work of God. If these men and
women do not repent, they are lixely to
apostatize

[ had a daughter in this congregation
yesterday, and she overheard one sister
remark to anotber, “Why, I thought It
was only one or two in the First Presi-
dency that had these teelings, and that
this was some personal difficully with
one of them. Why, it is the whole of
the Twelve as well. ltis not confined
to oye or two of the First Presidency, or
to the three; but it is also the Twelve.??

This shows the ignorance that has
prevailed concerning the situation of
affairs, and it shows how we have been
exposed to these upjust and cruel re-
marks. It has seemed as though many
ot our people have taken their inspira-
tion and their ideas concerning the
transactions of the authorities of the
Church from articles in the newspapers,
the writers of which knew no maore
about that which was going on than an
entire stranger.



