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entire assessment if it should
a correction necessary

wee isid mr gilchristechristsGil christIs argument
theme chairman and gentlemen

the county board of
equalization of saltsall lake coun
ty utahutah

Gengentlementiemen the opinion of the
honorableono rable gentleman given to your
norante body which appears in
ie public prints of this city this

aing stating in round terms
thatt the county board of equalize

jolobh floesdoes not possess the poawer u u

ater the law to lower or scale down
abe general assessment roll of salt

ake county for the current year
seems to demand of me a reply

any rate I1 shall make a reply
acece I1 introduced the argument
kdd injustice I1 a a entitled bo thus
aee the debate
at the outset it is worthy of re-

markark that this mooted question has
us far been debated in candor it

appears to be an appeal to reason
abott prejudice and hence on let it
continue in like mood

s it may be admitted at this point
ahat the statement made by me that

ab territorial board of equalize
la by reason of its non action is

ita ua is true at least the point is
abott and can not be disputed it ap
pears also to be tatakenk e n as grantedg ran ted that
I1shett previous argument ahmadede by me

I1 that the county board of equalize
IOB under the laws of 1890 possessed

4J twofoldtwo fold power viz
j first toro determine all co-

mplaintsfaints made in regard to assessed
vvueue of property and

second and they shall have
power to change and correct any
valuationtiou by adding thereto or tak-
ing3 is also true since
all quote from the same statute and
practicallyilyinin the same language
hence it stands that the statutory
premises are identical

in the firstfarat place from the letter
of the law if the letter be plain
were is no room left for construe

is only when ambiguity occurs
construction by courts and

therother legal bodies is permitted to
V construecou a law is to make plain that

which is not plaina but the door of
construction is closed when the
language of the lawgiverlaw giver is plain
he has spoken and courts and legal
bodies must follow subject to one
consideration viz Is the statute
constitutional

f where the room or necessity of
their bringing into discussion the
decisions of the supreme court of the
stateotate of california and the court of
appeals of new york or even judge

jCooleyey on taxation they and
i each of them debate the question of

I1constructionconstf action not the sharp letter of

1ktheklel law let us see
the two cases referred to in the

40californiaalifornia reports arose butofout of a ccncinn
diet between the state boardbaard of
aequalizationtion and a similar councountytyss
boaribearl aniand in order to harmonize
WD powers of the boards the su

imeeeme court had to resort to co-
nstructionstructionaction and when examined critt
reallyI1 these cases will be found to be
tainlastst the principles contended for

febi the other side of this argument
e ew york case is still worse on

tabee same line it may be remarked

generally if the logic of this new
york case be carried out literally
there cannot be one dollars worth
of tax collected in utah this year

by the process of law the new
york case was where the tax roll
had not been properly certified and
the collector when he undertook to
force the collection of the tax
found himself iuin the opinion of
the court a naked trestrespasser
sweet reflection this when imper-
fect tax bolln creep into the hands
of collectors again cooley on tax-
ation is appealed to page let
us see what hebe says rhefhe abate-
ment may be total or it may be par-
tial when the tax is illegal one
is not obliged to apply for an abate-
ment but he may contest the tax
wwhenhen attempt isia mademade to collect I1itt
if fraud is charged equity waymay inin-
terfereterfere and the action of an ap-
pellate board is held not to be bind-
ing when the board itself has dldis-
obeyed

i g

the law to the prejudices of
parties it also appears that the
records of the board must show af-
firmativelyfirtfirmat ively that the statute has
been complied with cooley on tax-
ation page

but it waymay be ccontended that the
foregoing does not satisfy the law or
the conscience of the board all
legally constituted boards are sup-
posed to be guided by a conscien-
tious and free interpretation of the
law at least this is so until the
contrary affirmatively appears
special pleading or sophistry does
not satisfy the conscience of the
law whether the case occurs in
court of lawor equity this prin-
ciple is what lord mansfield and
chief justice marshall both con-
tended for until they both broke the
iron bonds of strict construction
and breathed the spirit ofeternal jus-
tice and equity into all A jjuris-
prudence

uris

it is contended that this county
board has power to increase or
lower the individual assessments
etc indeed is this so where
squared by the letter or reason of
the statute of it will be re-
membered that st paul got old
king agrippa on the hip because
he tried him according to the law
and smote him contrary to it and
the only way this rascally old king
could get out of the dilemma was to
send paul to rome where the em-
peror made quick work of the poor
apostle by beheading dimand then
put him in an unknown grave if
grave at all it will be xeremembered
that agrippa told paul that he
agrippa had no jurisdiction

otherwise he would let him off so
peculiar things happened as long
ago as the days of0 paul agrippa and
even ceesar not less peculiar is18

this new star in the constellation of
the tax statutes called individual
it must be a meteor in the heavens
of the recent statutory
the statute says the board of eqequal-
ization

ual
shall have power to change

and correct any valuation either by
adding thereto or deducting

now does any sane man be-
lieve or suppose that any person or
lawyer is going to permit the inter-
polationpo lation or insertion of the word in-
dividualal after the word any the
latter word is generic and applies to

the whole it is to be observed that
the power of this board reaches to
anyny valvaluationuaaion 111 not 0onu comcomplaintplaint

but of its own motion on the
other hand suppose this board
should take up each item in the tax
roll and make it individual if the
interpolation and argument be
good then the powlowi r of the board is
ample to do this and each indi-
vidual would have adequate relief
and there would be no necessity for
any one to bow his or her head in
grief at burdensome taxation or
consult doctors of the law about that
magnificent word individual
this individual business can be
illustrated as follows

the scene is southern utah the
bisbobishopsps account got mixed all
believed him to be honest but his
books could not be made to balance
hence a committee was appointed to
examine the fatal amountsaccounts and
books and yet the deficiency
still existed much to the annoyance
of the good bishop but the books
must be balanced hence the
committee seized upon this grand
balance idea and in order to balance
the account they made the follow-
ing entry
credit by balance cash which

ignot on handband and cannot be
accounted for
on the same theory the word 1 Iin-

dividual
n

allI must be struck into the
statute tato make the argument holdshold
together and nencebence poor old salt
lake county must be made the
scapscapegoatgoat and be bebeheadheadedej or cruci-
fied head downwards

men andana brethren such things
ought not to be

FUTURE retribution
IT is a noticeable fact that the

conviction of an existence and a ret-
ributionribution after death has been in-
scribed with indelible characharactersdiers
upon almost every human heart
it is felt by everyone who earnest-
ly reflects on the subject that death
cancannotnet be the last chapter of the his-
tory of human beings there must
be something beyond death

when we see the righteous abel
slain and the slayer escape into the
land of nod living undisturbed in
the midst of social pleasures
that the history is not yet completed
something is to come hereafter
were this not so who could endure
the present world where so often
virtue is trampled under foot while
wickednesswicked nt ss seems to triumph
truly the condition of affairs on
earth would be unbearable were
there no life after this no righteous
judge no retribution

the revelations of god given
from time to timatim upon this import-
ant subject confirm the conviction
that there must be a retribution af-
ter death in passages of awful
clearness the wrath of god hashaf
been pronounced upon both sin


