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J take pleasure in occupying this
position a short time, and with the aid
of your prayers apd the exerclse of
faith, I would like to suy some-

P f ] b fl
ng that will prove of mutuw: enefit.
&lgj Ei;s the privileze of Latter-day
into cove-

ts who have 2ntered
ﬁ::'lntﬁ with the Lord, who haa revealed
Himself in these tattzr times, to con-
stantly improve, and 2speclally under
circumstances of the present where
we assemble together nnd can exercise
our falth in the intercut of those who
address uB. And no Latter-day
Saints should withdraw from an as-
semblage of this character without
having recelved something that will
be of Importance in the future scenes
of their Ilves. In and of guraselves we
ecannot possibly comply with all the
commandments that G921 has glven
unto us, Jesus himself could not with-
out diylpe aid from His Father ac-
complish His work. tie sald on one
occasion, “1 can of mine own self do
pothing, as I hear I judg« and my
judgment is just because I seek not
my own will but the will of the Fath-
er who sent me.’’ And we, if 1t was
necessary for Him, our _ord. to have
divine assistance, will iind it all the
more important to recelve His as-
aistance. And in every clrcumstance
and condition surrounding th: Latter-
day Saints, while in the performance
of thelr dutles, they are entitied to
gupernaturai aid from the Holy Splrit,
to help in the various conditions sur-
rounding them, and in the dutles that
they are required to perform.

It 1= a mighty and glorlous work in
which we are engaged, and its bene-
fits, 8o far as we accomplish the la-
bors assigned us, are attended with
the highest advantages to ourselves,
I cannnt imagine anything that is so
vastly important as to work for and
¢btaln one's own tndividual exalta-
tion snd glory. That undoubtedly is
one great purpose for which we came
inte the world, When we lived in the
other life we had no doubt some under-
standing with reference to our dutlea
fn this life when we were permitted
to come to this our second estate.
And very likely we put ourgelves under
certain obligations that we would dis-
charge certain dutles devolving upon
us when we came here into our Bsec-
ond estate. And we had rendered our-
selves worthy to come upon this earth
for the purpose of securing those
blessings that could only be obtalned
by observing the laws pertaining to
our present estate. There are many

important things required at our
hands, and many things which we
can do, when assisted by the Spirit of
the Lord, which may at times seem
almost impossible to accomplish, and
no man or woman should be discour-
aged when they feel that they cannot
complete what they would ke to per-
form, but we all should do what we
can toward carrying out the grand
work for which we are here. Paul
said, he pressed forward toward the
mark in the high calling of God In
Christ Jesus. Now this is a very good
principle for us to keep constantly be-
fore us day by day, month by month
and year by year. We should Iabor
for perfection so far as posasible, and
seelt to go onward. There I8 no man
or woman who can stand stlll any
great length of time. In thls path
over which we are moving we are very
likely to go backward if we undertake
to stand still or act indifferently. We
must push forward, because as the
Church moves on, it Is very evident
that things of a more Adifficult char-
acter are occurrine constantly, and we
will find it far from easy to overcome
thern. TUnless we lmprove as we move
along we will ind it very difficult to
magnify our callings and to perform

the work required at our hands
Latter-day Saints should not permit
themselves to stand still. It Is a priv-

ilege we have to serve the Lord and
enjoy His spirlt in our labors, but
many ©of the people lose that portion
of happiness that they milght enjoy
because of not reflecting serlously
upon their dutles and actlng wisely
and prudently.

We are told that the Lord will re-
veal unto our minds things past,
things present, and things to come.
There ls a certaln amount of qualifica-
tion that could be had by becoming
possessed of a knowledge of things
that are past; that s to say, !n
reference to ourselves, to the things
we have done in the past—those duties
imposed upon us. There Is a satlafac-
tion and an enjoyment In such reflec-
tions. And then when we reflect upon
the future, and the exaitatlon that the
Lord proposes to bestow upon us there
is joy In that. There is great enjoy-
ment to be had In having done rlght in
the past and meditating upon the
fact, and feelilng that we are doing
right now, because it is the privilege
of every Latter-day Saint to know
when he is doing that which pertains
to the things of the Lord. If our past
conduct has been such, and our pres-
ent conduct |8 such that we will be
entitled to recelve glory and ecxalta-
tion, and have our bodles free frcm
disease and death, and be crowned
with immortal glory in the midst of
our wives, children and friends,
worlds wlithout end, these are contem-
plations which cause us to enjoy our-
selves, This Is the way Latter-day
Saints should llve, At present a great
deal of trouble, anxieties and vexa<
tions are experienced by the Latter-
day Saints,” but we want to overcome
these things and be qualifled for the
{mportant dutles required at our hands,

The man who Is sick is disqualified
to act in things required of 2 healthy
man. There is this privilege that
every Latter-day Saint should seek to
enjoy, to know positively that his work
is accepted of God. I am afraid Lat-
ter-day Seints are not much better
and perhaps they are worse than other
people If they do not have this knowl-
edpge and seek to do right.

Paul was caught up to the third
heaven, and he heard and saw things
that were of the hlghest advantage to
him, and, although he was not per-
mitted to say what he saw and heard
there, on account of the hardness of
the hearts of the people, we can Bee
the effectz of It in hls teachings and
writings in that day. Paul said: "Let
this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, belng In the form
of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God.” Well, that was &n
extragordinary expresslon for Paul to
malke at that time, but there was some-
thing in it. John says: *“Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be,
but we know that when He shall ap-
pear we shall be like Him, for we
shall see Him as He Is, and every man
that hath this hope in him purifies
himsell, even as He 13 pure.”

Every man having this hope in him
purifies himself. There then naturally
arises a determiination to work for that
high and noble position, to work for
those wonderful promlises made,
There i3 an inducement to pursue a
course of righteousness.

In thls system of religion that you
and I have recefved there ls something
grand and glorious, and something
new to learn every day, that is of
great value. And it is not only our
privilege but it is necessary that we
recelve these things and gather these
new ideas, This Church, In Its travels
from the beginning, has pagsed
through, as was told by President
Cannon this morning, the most severe
trials which tried the heart and soul
of every man and woman in it. Now
if we had not been pretty fair Latter-
day Sajnts In the past we could not
have done as well as we have, and we
could not have Jooked back with so
much pleasure on what we have ac-
complished. When we get Into the
other life and look back upon our past
lives which we will undoubtedly un=-
derstand, some of our actions wlll be
of the highest pleasure to reflect upon,
and will add to our enjoyment In the
future life, For Instance, Abraham,
when he reflects upon what he ac-
complished in this life, when in obedl-
ence to the command of God he took
h!s only son, through whom he had
been promised glorious blessings, up
on the high mountai and was about
to sacrifice him. The Lord prafsed
him for doing this. Now if Abraham
had not been fafthful for somne tlme be-
fore this happened he would not have
been able to accomplish this thing, We
ought to improve ourselves and move
faster toward the point of perfectlon.
It i3 sald that we cannot be perfect



