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EDITORIALS.

“MORMON” ENTERPRISE AND
AGGRESSION.

Tage Chicago Lnter-Ocean is much
exercised over the extension of
Mormon influence into Idaho,Colo-
rado, New Mexico and Arizona,
complains that the “Mormon”
church ‘“manifests an aggressive
and hostile spirit toward our insti-
tutions,” and argues as follows:

¢The fact that the spirit of Mox-
monism is enterprising and aggres-
sive, reaching out always after
power, and guided by shrewdness
and cunning, makes it Bo mean an-
tagonist in these Territories that
are to become States. As the Mor-
mons engourage :an alien element
in our eivilization, and sink ‘all
considerations for the State in loy-
alty to their peculiar religious sys-
tem, they must be resisted as other
alien elements have been resisted
and conquered.”

Isita crime for a church to be
“‘enterprising” in spirit? If soall
the ecclesiastical organizations in
Christendom that show any signs
of activity must be condemuned.
Has not the so-called ‘‘Mormon’
Church as much right to proselyte
as any other religious body? Are
not its numbers equally entitled
with the vetaries of any of the

numerous sects, to settlein any
part of the United States that suits
them, provided they do not violate
the rights of others? Is ‘“Mor-
monism any more ‘“aggressive’”’
than “Methodism?” Many of the
live preachers of the latter, boast
of the aggressive nature and meth-
ods of their soclety, and consider 1t
a sign of force and vigor. And a
far ‘‘reaching out after power,”
look at the efforts and success of
the Methodists and the Catholics
in this direction, and see where
lies the greatest danger on this ac-
count if any there be.

The gathering of the Baints from
the various nations of the earth is
part of the work required of
the Elders of this Church, and,
as they believe without doubt,

is a commandment to them
from the Almighty. They
not only preach the gospel

of spiritual salvation buf also of
temporal redemption to the strug-
gling laborers of the Old World, and
by their enterprise point the way
and assizt those who embrace the
faith to emigrate to the newly open-
ed regions of the Rocky Mountains.
Thus the Territories above named
are becoming settled by a bard-
working, thrifty and peace-loying
class of citizens,who make the very
best kind of material for a stable
and wealth-producing population,
and are the kind of human ele-
ments necessary to the develop-
ment of the pastoral, agricultural
and manufacturing interests of
those incipient States,

Our *‘aggressiveness” is merely of
the arguwmentative, didactic, prose-
lyting order. In an) oiber respect
we have ever been en {he defensive.
We do not attack any person, com-
munity or government, We aseail
what we believe to be error, as we
have the right to do, and in the
exercise of this right we have been
the objects of the wrath of cur
doetrinul opponents, with whom
all the physical and un-
lawful ‘faggression” that bhas
marked our course from the begin-
ning has originated. We make no
war on men or the rights of men;
we do not think it is necessary for
us to submit without resistance to
those who make war upon us and
upon our rights; and such resist-
ance cannot properly be called ag-

ression.
= Neither do we f‘‘encourage an
alien element in our civiiization.”
Oa the contrary, we endeavor to
convert all the alien element of
our gathered converts into material
for the support of the government,
to make them citizens of our com-
mon country and interested com-
ponents of its political institutions.
If there is any ‘‘alien element”
among us it is the fault, not of the
¢ Mormons,” but of their enemies,
who interpose every possible barrier
in the way of the naturalization of
¢“Mormon’’ applicants for citizen-
ship, and even try to procure the
disfranchisement of those already
endowed with its rights and privi-
leges.

What is the nature of the resist-
ance which the Inter-Ocean inti-

mates must be exercised towards' sent regularly by any regular|ter,

- [
the ‘*Mormons’” by the surround-
ing Territories? We have no reason |
of that

to object against anything
character that is Jawful and right.

But those who accuse usof ““aggres-
siveness’ are the first to assume an
attitude of hostility or to stir up
others to attack us, Ne one has
ever been able to show wherein we

have violated the rights of others;

why, then, should they incite vio-

lence toward ours. We are brand-
ed with the epithet of *‘lawless,”’
but it has never been shown that
we have broken any law save one,
and thata statute framed intention-
ally against an integral part of our
religious cresd. But under the pre-
tence of forcing us to abandon that
part of our faith, the law has been
frequently broken by our enemies,
and even now the JInfer-Ocean,
while complaining of our “aggres-
siveness,”” ‘‘hostility’” and support
of an “‘alien element,’” is covertly
advising these very things in our
neighbors, to prevent our extension
into and settlement of surrounding
Territories, which are in pressing
need of just such a population as
we are providing them with.

To “‘resist and conquer’ our peo=
ple, or  their settlement upon the
public domain under the land laws
of the United States, would be not
only unrighteously aggressive, but
an *‘alien element in our civiliza-
tion;” for the genius of our instita-
tions is favorable to colonization
and the conversion of the wilder-
ness into habitable places, and our
government seeks to aid and sup-
port the prospective or actual citi-
zen in the acquisition of a perman-
ent homestead, especially in the
desert regions of the Great West,

And we remind the JnlcrsOcean
that the institutions, laws, consti-
tution and government of this
country are ours,and not the pri-
vate property of any party, sect or
paper. And iffair play was given
and all journalistic and priestly
misrepresentations were discarded,
the “Mermons” could establish
quite as good a record for loyally,
order, peace, subordination to good
government and submission to con-
stitutional enactments as any ¢coms-
munity, religious, secular or poli-
tical in the United States, not ex-
cepting the ‘‘aggressive” party of
which that paper is so radieal & re-
presentative,
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METEOROLOGICAL.

Tae value of scientific meteorologi-
cal observations and records is be-
coming more and more apparent
with every year’s experience. The
United States have the honor of
taking the lead in this branch of
useful knowledge, and the benefits
which have resulted, especially to
the shipping interests, are very
great. It is gratifying to know
that other naticns are alive to the
importance of a regalar system of

observations similar to those estab-
lished by our Bignal Service, and
that scientific men in the leading
cities of the world are co-operating
for general advantsage.

The permanent committee of
the Vienna Meteorological Con-
gress have just paid the United
States the high compliment of re-
commending to a proposed second
congress, the adoption throughout
the world of a plan for exchanges
|of data for simultaneous weather
maps or other purpeses, similar to
one first organized for the United

States by General Myer, the Chief
Rignal Officer, in 1873, and which
has been continuously pursued by
the Signal Service to this day. The
features of this exchange, as set on
foot by the United States, are as
follows:

1st. The Signal Office of the Unit-
ed States asks alljcountries to make
and record daily, on land and sea,
one simultaneous weather observa-

tion at the exact same instant ug

time,

2nd. The United States then ex-
changes with each country separ-
ately, making an especial request
of each to establish such exchange.

3rd. Each country sends to the
United States every fifteen days its
own observations; all are thus re-
ceived by the United Btates,

4th. The Signal Office of the
United States then collates and
prints all, its own co-incident
observations included, and returns
in this shape to every regular ob-
server,_.who has sent continuously
a single report, the reports gath-
ered from almostjthe whole north-
ern bemisphere. For one report

I

observer any where, on ship er
shore, he receives 500, and these
500 surround and cover nearly the
northern hemisphere. It has been
the theory of the Chief Bignal Offi-
cer that, with such information so
widely diffused, a great deal of
work will be done by separate ob-
servers In every country which will
be ‘of use to all, but which the sol-
itary observer alone could never
think of undertaking unlets the
data have been thus laid down be-
fore him. The United States need
the data for themselves, and they
help besides an 1nternntfunal union
of brains as well as hands.

For nearly six years this ex-
change, originated and conducted
by the Bignal Service of the United
States, has been perfectly success-
ful, almost every civilized nation
north of the equator has taken part
in it, It has made ;possible for the
first time in the history of the
| world the preparation of a daily
simultaneous map of the northern
hemisphere, at Washington, (this
also is sent ‘to each observer,) and
has probably advanced the study
of practical meteorology as far as
any one undertaking in the last
century.

The DESErRET NEWS publishes
daily reports of the temperature
and state of the weather from a
dozen points of observation along a
strip of country reaching from
Iowa to California, with full me-
teorological data, furnished by
Sergeant Craig, of the Signal Ser-
vice Corps U. 8. A,
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UTAHCERITE.

WE have noticed in several papers
the following item, taken from the

Secientific American, in relation to
“Utah Mineral Wax:”

‘‘The great depoeit of mineral
wax, or native paraffine, lately dis-
covered in Southern Utah, is de-
scribed by Professor J. E, Clayton,
of Balt Liake City, as occupying an
area of 60 miles long by 20 feet
thick. It contains more or less
clay in seams and layers, but this is
readily eliminated by melting. It is
gquite black in the ms¢ but the
sections are translucent. The quan-
tity is said to be enormous; so great
indeed that it cannot be controlled
by any individual or company, but
must prove a source of wealth to
whole communities. Professor
Henry Wurlz prenounces the min-
eral to be zietriskisite, and says that
it differs from paraffine by being
insoluble in ether, and otherwise.
Professor J. J. Newberry finds the
gspecimens brought by him from

tah to be true ezokerite, and sim-
ilar in all respects, except color, to
that from Galicia—a true paraffine,
melting at 60° C., and being seluble
in ether. As to the origin and geo-
logical relations of this remarkable
bed of paraffilne—which, so far as is
known, is witbhout parallel in quan-
tity in the world, and is as much
of a ‘wonder’ as our basins of petro-
leum~—Professor Newberry cannot
speak with any confidence until he
has visited the locality where it oc-
curs, as he hopes to do in a few
weeks. He suspects, however, that
it will be found to be an evolved
production, the distillation of beds
of cretaceous lignite, and the resi-

in paraffine.”

The substance here referred to
was described in this paper about
two years ago, and was found in
the neighborhood of Spanish Fork,
Utah County. Professor Barfoot,
curator of the Dereret Museum, has
experimented with it, and bhas
found it soluble in bissulphide of
carbon. He has had in his posses-
sion for a long time a varnish made
of this ‘“wax” in solution. He says
it is not the same a8 Ozocerile in 1ts
proportions of carbon and hydrogen,
nor is it exactly like any of the
mineral carbo bydrides, and there:
fore considers it proper to give it a
local name. With his usual mod-
esty he suggests Ulahcerite as the
title of this peculiar substance. He
says it can be utilized for the same
purposes for which gutta-percha
and cuoutchoue are used, with
which it can be amalgamated in
any proportion, and believes it can
be manufactured inte varnishes,
cements, &c.

A specimen of this fossil ‘‘wax,”
as well as the varnish made from it,
can be seen at the Museum. TUtah
is destined to make a big mark in
the world with her mioeral trea-
sures, and every year gives demon-
stration that she is not only rich in
most of the precious and valuable
metals and earths, but possessed of
mineral deposits unique in charac-
that only awalt tne skill of the

\
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due of a petroleum unusually rich | B88

artisan to be moulded into use, to
swell the commercial importance
and add to the general wealth of
the future State of Deseret,
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PROGRESS OF SERICULIURE.

WE learn with pleasure that mul-
berry trees are being planted this
season in large sumbers in different
places, This indicates that ap
interest has been awakened in the
Territory on the silk question,
Sericulture can certainly be made a
profitable branch of industry in
Utah. The climate is not only
adapted to the raising of the tree
whose leaves form the best food for
the gilkworm, but also to the
growth and health of the industri-

ous little spinners themselves. A
damp atmoesphere is death to these
valuable insects, and _frequent
thonder storms are also injurious if
not fatal tothem, Utah’s dry and
rarified air is especially suited to
them, and the raieing of eggs for
the market, to say nothing of the
production and manufacture of the
raw material, if followed with
proper care and attention can be
made a very remunerative busi-
N Eess,

Until the foundation is well laid
for this industry, it is useless to
talk to capitalists about investing
money in it. An abundance of
trees for feeding the worm must be
first produced and then, proof of the
profits of egg-raising being furnish-
ed, men of means may be induced
to embark in the business on a
large scale, worthy of the opportu-
nities which this region affords.

After planting the cattings, or
young trees, some attention is re-
quired to keep the soil sufficiently
dnmg around the roots. When cold
W er comes they should be pro=-
tected from frost, but after the sec-
ond winter has passed they will be
sufficiently thrifty to withstand the
rigor of the climate, and ‘*go on to
perfection.

The ladies are taking consider-
able interest in sericulture, and it
appears a8 though the establish-
ment and success of this important
industry will depend principally on
their exertions. BSister Eliza R.
Snow's efforts lin this direc-
tion are well known. The President
of the young ladies’ society ef
Farmington has made preparations
for the planting of a thousand trees
this season. Mrs. Robinson, of the
same place, raised a considerable

uantity of silk at President
oung’s farm last year. And yes-
terday morning Bister Zina D,
Young, who is very energetic in
this matter, brought over from
Cache Valley five and a half
ounds ot silk, reeled by Mrs. Paul
ardon, of Logan, to be worked up
by the machinery at Brigham City.

Great interes: is being taken in
this matter in Utah County, and in
a few days a small work on sericul-
ture, containing instructions in re-
gard to the best methods for this
locality, will be published by Bro,
Daniel Graver, of Provo, who is
pow in this city lecturing on the
subject.

We hope our friends who are en-
ed in this business will continue
their labors, and not be discouraged
by the obstacles which always
lie in the pathof new undertakings.
Success awails them in the not
distant future, and the time will
come when the silk"- producing
countries of the Old World will look
to Utah for a supply of eggs free
from the defects and liability to
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rie Farmer, our syrup can be made
into eugar. It makes granulation
the test and saye: “If the mass
(concentrated syrup) granulates
readily, go ahead.” Farmers who
have raised the cane and made the
gyrup know very well that their
sorghum fills this condition, We
see no reason why they should not
“‘go ahead” aud prepare for the
manufacture of sugar., For the
purchase ef the needful machinery,
the people in any distriet could co-
operate. Information in regard to
its cost and manner of working
could be readily obtained from the
east, and a profitable branch of in-
dustry might grow wup in Utah
which would be of very great bene-
fit tothe community. -

The Prairie Farmer gives the
following hints in regard to the cla-
rification and neutralization of the
acid in the juice, which may be of
use to our localsorghum raisers:

¢“Very good results have been
had last season in various portions
of the West, by treating the julse
with clay. This should be of the
yellow variety containing only a
small proportion of sand and rich
in lime and magnesia, A pailful
of this in the shape of thin mortar
is used to settle and neutralize the
acid in a tank divided into two
parts, each one 3 by 4 feet and 2
feet deep. Stir thoeroughly, and
when settled clear, drain carefully
into another receptacle and clean
before again filling with juiee.
Thus the compartments may be
used alternately. This may do as

a preparatory measure, but when
chgmlcalu may be had:it is far bet-
ter to study their relations and use

them directly.”

We are gratified to know that
a revival in the cultivation of sor-
ghum has commenced in this Ter-
ritory, and that new varieties of
seed have been obtained which
promise excellent results. Care
should be taken to plantit atalong
distance from broom corn, and in
sandy loam soil rather than elay or
bottom land, so that the best possi-
ble yield may be obtained. Utah
can raise a large portion of the
saccarhine matter needed for home
corsumption, and sugar works are
among her prospective manufactur-
ing interesta.
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«“J§ CHRISTIANITY A FAIL-
URE ?”

UNDER this heading the New York
Herald is publishing communica-
tions from ‘writers of different
faiths and varieties of skepticism.
The discussion of the question will
probably result in good. Attention
will be directed toward religious
subjects, error will be exposed and
some truth will be made manifest,

Before any satisfactory answer
can be given to the query pro-
pounded, an understanding must
be reached on the meaning of the
term Christianity. It is variously
used. Some mean by Christianity
the doctrines and principles enun-
ciated by Christ and his apostles,
and on these there are great differ-
ences of opinion. Others use it to
signify the organized Church or
society of people professedly repre-

senting these prineiples; and there

is also much contention as to which

body is really the authorized expo-
nent of Christianity., Others again
understand it to be the general ef-
fects of that civilization known

disease which characterize many of | as Christian and there are many

their own productions.

Utah is|disputes as to what part of that is

blessed by nature with all the es-|really of Christian origin.

gentiais for a great’sericultural re-
gion.
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SORGHUM AND SUGAR.

THE Prairie Farmer fears the
spread of a sorghum mania in the
States, doubts the propriety of at-
tempting the culture of thiskind of
cane on black prairie soil, and
thinks that farmers who are not
eonversant with its manufacture,
nor prepared with the necessary
machinery, had better hesitate be-
fore trying to raise a crop.

Utah has demonstrated by
practical experience in past
yeara the adaptability of her soil,

and especially her bench lands,
for the cultivation of = sor-
ghum for syrup. And, accord-

ing to the guide given by the Prai-| tles.

Christendom, viewed in the ag-
gregate, presents a tangled web of
discordant notions, practices,organ-
jzations and interests. It is & mix-
ture of evil and good, of falsehood
and error, of human frailty, diabol-
ical promptings and passions, and
divine impulses and restraints, The
ecclesiastieal parts of it are no more
united than its national elements.
Sect attacks sect with its own
culiar weapons as fiercely as nation
rises againet nation. As a general
rule selfish motives govern the
leading minds of Christian priests
as fully as they influence Christian
warriors or Christian statesmen;
the exceptions to either class are as
pumerous as in the others,

It is evident to the reflecting
mind, unbiased by sectional preju-
dices, that modern Christendom is
very different in its form, spiritand
character to that system which was
established by Jesus and his Apos-
The object of the religion



