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AMONG THE

F

Y another roodgood time in has

been hadbad for some weeks the saints
conference had been

in the
very busily engageengagedd in making

conference whichbirnstirnstirns torfor a christmas
convened on saturday december
18041894 atattete adap uni a kaoi pa situated

about two miles distant from palmers-

ton north which is one of the many
cities of new zea-

land
really picturesque

invitations to attend had been extend-
ed the saints of the heretaungaHereta ungatoto
conference and in response elders W

VA F and T J obrien inin com-
pany withwith about twenty five good saints
stewedstepped from the cars to the platform of

the depot at te at about five
the aist dinstp m on friday

president wm gardner arrived at the
time hebe having come direct fromsame

auckland to attend the conference 11in

the evening saints from all parts of the
conference arrived and after

the usual evening services a time of
had the saints ofmaking wassspeechmakingspeechbechtepe extending a welcome to

their visitors and they in return making
appropriate replies

the first meemeetingting of the conference
saturday beginning at twowas held on

p m there were present the
named elders from zionfollofollowingw ing

president wm gardner M C nielson
james S abbott E 0 best H C jex
W F and T J obrien with
about one hundred and fifty maori
saintsSaintri elder 1 S abbott first address-
ed the meeting he was much pleased
to meet with so many and particularly

from the heretaungaHeretaso to see so many unga
conference present we had met for a

and he knew that allgoodfood purpose
present would try to make this an enjoy-
able time reported the several
branches in this conference as being in
a fairly good condition some good
work had recently been done here
among the outsiders and it was the de-
sire of the elders to continue pushing

them he hoped that allout among
would enjoy this meeting together in a
conference capacity

tamati Nga toto a native elder then
spoke upon the evils by which we are
daily surrounded and exhorted all to
praypray without ceasing for strength to
resist them gave a glowing account
of the condition of affairs in the mahia
conference to which he belongs

brother W F president of
the heretaungaHereta unga conference then ad-
dressed the Ssaintseints dwelling upon the
enany privileges and blessings which we
as saints enjoy hoped that when our
savior comes again we will be prepared
domeetto meet him

Peneammeamine a native elder spoke up-
on the necessity of continuing in good
works unto the end there is a work
for all to do and the time allottedtottedal while
it is amply sufficient is yet not too long

Whak apau a native elder
spokepoke for some time upon church
organization

at 8 p m meeting again convened
and the opening remarks were made by
likera te koro native who bore a
faithful testimony and quoted much

scripture in support of his remarks he
was followed by elder T 1 obrien
who exhorted all to faithfulness said
if we were destroyed it would be be
cause we had not kept the cocommand-
ments

mmnand
nichai and aiwas

nativesnativesN each spoke lorfor a short time
president gardner then greeted the

saints he was much pleased with the
good spirit manifest thus far in this con
clerencele rence as also was he proud to know
that some bad come from such a dis-
tance hoped that all would make
good resolves for the new year and
that all who made good resolutions
would perform them without fail liehe
was pleased to be able to say that the
good work is progressing here as well as
in other parts of the vineyard

sunday december meeting
convened at to10 a inm the speakers
were elder E 0 best Mataitau te
rangi kaaea and arepaalepa maki all of
whom made very encouraging remarks
elder best leading out upon the
necessity of leading pure lives and the
others followinglowinglol for the most part upon
the same subject

at p m on account of there be-
ing in the near vicinity a goodly number
oiof english speaking saints a meeting
for their special benefit was held after
the singing of the hymn the spirit of
Godsgodlikelitte a fire is burning etc prayer
was offered by elder T J obrien then
the hymn arise my soul arise was
sung and the sacrament administered

elder M C neilson was the first
speaker he took up the irth chapter
of romans and commented upon it at
some length said that his heart was
full otof joy at this meeting and that he
knew the spirit of god was in auourr midst
there are moments in a missionarys
life when he feels almost to complain
that the work is but slowly progressing
but when he sees a number of those
whom he has had the privilege of in
struttingting and counseling with that feel-
ing isis no mmorebore speaking of the bless-
ingsin 8 that were in store for the faithful
elelderter neilson said that should we not
obtain them it will be because we do
not serve god with full purpose of
heart we would do well to remember
the words of joshua when he said As
for me and my house we will serve the
true and living god

president gardner then spoke for one
hour upon the apostasy and the mentora
tion ot the gospel and in conclusion ex
hooted all to live pure and holy and
useful lives so that in the end it might
be said of us well done thou good
and faithfulfaith lul servant we must ask our-
selves the question are we ready to
meet the savior when he shall come

meeting was closed by singing Wwee
thank thee 0 god for a prophett 1 I

benediction by brother H C jex
at 8 p m meeting was opened by

singing and prayer the first speakeri

was eldereider H C lexjex who spoke through
an interpreter president gardner ad-
vised us to keep our records clean for
according to our works are we to be
judged te native said we
must follow in the path our savior trod
if we would be saved Tami hana
native told us to teach the word by

precept and by example for that was the
only way to salvation Horomona te

native dwelt for a short

time upon the restoration of the gospel
president gardner made a lewfew remarks
upon the duties of presidents of
branches etc

monday december at to10 a a
meeting was opened by singing and
prayer the speakers were
riua kalepa and president
gardner the remarks were all in-
structivetive and edifying

at p m meeting again convened
when the speakers were in order as
follows horihod kaaea denare
amaru dopera and patara all of whom
were very earnest in their remarks ex-
horting us to faithfulness and to en-
deavor to keep ourselves pure and spot-
less before god

in the evening a testimony meeting
was held at which twenty four saints
bore each a faithful testimony after
this meeting the visitors were all re-
quested to remain until after christmas
a proposition which met with a very
general good feeling and was accepted
without debate A program of exercises
had been previously arranged to be
rendered on christmas day together
with sports for which about twenty five
prizes had been provided at xoto a m
the saints were all assembled in the
spacious meeting housewhen the follow-
ing program was successfully rendered

song brother best jex abbott obrien
and patara recitation katie armstrong

maori song two maori sisters
music best and jex
song sweet hour of prayer wmwin gardner
speech A mission arys aim W F
song my mother in law T J obrien
maori song tamati Nga tototato
song annie emma and esther armstrong
maori song triniirmi
comments wmwin gardner

immediately after the program we sat
down to a dinner that simply beggars
description geese fish mutton and
eel are some of the meats while as for
plum pudding jam tartsarts tapioca
oranges lemonlemonadeadt etc etc they were
truly there in abundance I1 only wish
I1 could tell you how the house was
decorated with ferns and ornamental
shrubs but it is more than is within
my power to tell so we will pass on to
the sports they consisted of foot
racingraci ng high j bumping the weight
and so on for the men while for the
smallmail boys antiand the ladies there were
appiappropriaterop prizes for numerous contests

taken all in all it was truly a time of
rejoicing inin very deed and the te

saints deserve very great
credit for their faithfulness in preparing
for the great event while to those who
came from afar to attend conference it
can truly be said well done

the weather was simply delightful
during the five days of conference as
indeed it has been for some weeks
past on wednesday today we separ-
atete for our respective homes and fields
of labor each going with a feeling of
determination to live nearer to gogod in
the future while it is quite safe to say
that the conference at te will
long be remembered and spoken of as
one of the most enjoyable times in the
liveives of all who were present

T J OBRIEN
clerk of the conference

in reflecting uponpon zion and herber in-
terestste rests I1 thoughtU a lewfew lines concerning
Waira rapa would be of interest I1 there
torefore write briefly concerning the same
that the saints in zion may know as to


