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Gorvvespondence,

The Schools of Provo, Epringville
Spanish Fork, FPond Town, Fay
son, and Santaguin,

SANTAQUIN, Utah Ceunty,
Feb. 27, 1875.

FEditer Deseret News:

Our visit to the schools of Provo
was accompanied with consid-
rable disappointment. Provo be-
ng the county seat of Utah County,
under the direct influence of the
Count{‘ Supt., W. H. Dusenberry,
and the Branch University, we
expected to find the schools of that
city in a mueh more prosperous
condition than other places less fa-
vored, Provo is divided into four
Wards, each of which is a school
district. There are three trustees
to each district. The responsibility
thus resting upon each board of
trustees being so small, they have
appdarently shaken off all reponsi-
bilitf and the schools are left se-
verely alone. There are about
1,000 children of legal school age in
Provo, and but 135 pupils are en-
rolled in the public schools. This
number, added to 221 students that
are aftending the Timpanogos
Branch of the University, gives a
total enrolment of 356. 'fhla very
small enrolment was not surprising
when we ascertained a knowledge
of the schools, school-houses and
appliances. When we entered the
3rd Ward School-house we were
forcibly reminded of Kit Burns’ rat
pit. It is an octagonal concern,
with nests all around the walls.
Their furniture, school appliances,
and the methods of teaching in
some of their schools might have
been approved twenty years ago,
butnot in thisage of pregress. I was
very glad to learn that the County
Court and City Couneil are about
to change the four districts, as they
now exist, into one school district,
and thus place the whole ¢ity under
one set of efficient trustees. If they
willdo this, and consent to throw
away the name ‘““University,”
which is simply a fraud as applied
te their high school, and establish
the graded system, have the pri-
mary classes taught in the Ward
school-houses, and the intermedi-
ate, grammar, and academic de-

artments taught in the University

uilding, much good might be ac-
complished and no additional ex-
pense.

The City of Springville is also
divided into four wards, with a
school in each ward, but they are
all included in one school distriet,
under one set of trustees. Their
school houses are much better fit-
téd up with desks and charts, but
they have no maps nor globes, nor
other school appliances which are
necessary to make their schools in-
t-erﬂatin?. We soon learned that the
classes in these schools were not
worried with close criticism nor ex-
cessive drill, but they were left se-
verely alone. The office of a true
teacher did not crop out very
prominently in any of the public
schools there. he Springville
high schoel taught by Mr. Charles
D. Evans, is a success. Mr. Evans
isa teacher of comsiderable experi-
ence, which, in conneectien with
his scholastic attainments and na-
tural qualifications, shows itself in
his masterly way of conducting the
school.

The city of Spanish Fork is divid-
ed into two school districts, each of
which contains a small but comfort-
able school-house. These houses
are well filled with pupils, who a
pear to be much interested in their
work; they are net imstructed in
accordance with the mest approved
methods, still they are accomplish-
ing much good. The select school,
taught by Mr. Geo. H. Brimhall, is
in fine condition. The house in
which he teaches was built by the
enterprising young men of Spanish
Fork for literary purposes, which is |
very much to their ereciit. It is
comfortably furnished with home-
made desks to accommodate about
fifty students, every seat being
filled with appreciative students,
who are advanced in the common
branches of education, and who
fully realize the advantages they
have of being instructed by a
teacher of superior ability.

The Pond Town school is a sham
bug. Ifa person would be justified
in judging from ap nces, he
would decide that the school-house
and farniture must have been
placed there about the year one,
and very poor care had been taken
of them. All the school appliances
that were in the school were fur-
nished by the teacher. The trus-
tees are in a state of profound leth-

argy, and the school is almost help-
Jessly in the same fix, We were
anxious to get away from this town
s soon as ible, but we soon
found ourselves in the bottom of
one ef the ponds after which the
town was named. After a consid-
erable effort we extricated our-
selves, and mustering up a new
force of cou

fallen out, and we were com
to take the new road which we

old one.

A fter considerable tribulation we
arrived at the city of Payson,which
is all in one school district under
one set of efficient trustees, who are
wide awake in the educational in-
teresis of that city. They have
four good school-houses, well fur-
nished, and well filled with bright
children, Mr. Charles W. Wright,
of the 4th Ward, is a teacher of
considerable ability and experience,
which plainly showed when we
examined his classes.

The Payson high school is taught
in the city hall, which is beauti-
fully fitted up for school purposes,
seated with the ‘““Triumph Desks,’
forty in number, so that it will seat
eighty students. It is one of the
best schoel-rooms in the Territory,
and the school will} be doubtless
one of the leading schools if pro-
perly conduected, for the material is
there. Mr. J. L. Townsand, who
has been engaged there as teacher

but he would de a much better
work if he would pay more atten-
tion to discipline and liave less self
perpetual motion.

Santaquin bas but one schoel,
which is well attended. The teach-
er is rather antiquated in his way
of teaching, but he is doing pretty
well considering the circumstances,

W. H. Dusenberry, superinten
dent of common schools for Utah
county, visited the schools of that
county with us. He is alive to the
educational interests of his county,
and is determined to de all that
lies within his power toelevate the
standard of her commen schools.
Utah county is suffering very much
1u consequence of the lack of quali-
fied teachers, and the general query
is, “Why do we not have a normal
school?”

Yours truly,
- 0. H. Riaas,
Territorial Superintendent ef
Common Schools.

[ Perhaps better late than never,
but our readers would have been
better pleased if the mail had
brought us this correspondence in
one or two days instead of nearly a
moenth.—Ed. NEWS.]
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Smut in Wheat.

NeprHI CiTy,
March 19th, 1875.

Iditor Deseret Naows:

Winter, our faithful friend, still
lingers around us and seems unwill-
ing to give way to its successor.
Spring appears timid, and, annoyed
at the long stay of the stern and
cold monarch, modestly refuses to
contest for her ground. But, as
the season for farming is approach-
ing, I would beg of the intelligent
farmers to pardon me, if, with your
kind permission, I advance through
your columns a few ideas upen a
subject concerning their future

P | benefit.

Our farmers complain of the
presence of smut in their wheat
fields, and, as many devices have
been proposed for the prevention of
this evil, it may not considered
out of place to suggest another ex-

riment. Scientific discoveries

ave daemonstrated beyond doubt

can farmer has img:vrted (at a high
price) a foreign wheat said to

free of smut the first year. It
does not prove so any longer after
being sown on our soil subsequent-
ly, but becomes no better than that

seed wheat is thrashed by the
hands of the poor peasants of
wussia (not by machine) and when
osely examined is found to be
Eerfmtly sound, none of the grains
aving been broken, cracked or
injured, as is that which has passed
through the machines.
It may be argued that good and
healthy seed wheat may accident.
ally produce unhealthy plants, but

found perpendicularly below the|sown, or what is commonly ca

|

in no case can diseased or impotent
seed produce healthy wheat

The grain that has been cracked
or partially damaged (although in-
visibly to the eye) may germinate
in the earth and attain to a certain
rowth at which it should form
tself into graims or heads of wheat,
but instead of which it proves an

and determination, | abortion, not being capable of at-
we plunged into what looked like | taining
the old road to Payson, but we very turlti,
soomn found that the bottom llalzg resulto

&

fo a complete state ef ma-
henee smut, which is the
f this abortion, and the con-
uence of imperfect seed.

The farmer has noticed that se t;
‘“volunteer wheat” is free of smut,
this rather favors my theory, for
this wheat has not passed through
the breaking up process of the
thrashing machine, or that of
tramping out, therefore is sound
and unisjured and preduces mno
smut, except, however, what few
grains have been damaged by wag-
on wheels when clearing up the
crop.

Winfer wheat is Jess liable to
smut than Spring wheat. From
this I conclude that the imperfect
and sickly wheat that would have

roduced the smut has been Kkilled,

eing weaker and unable to stand
the Winter, whereas healthy germs
survive and ripen, It is a good
preventive to wash seed wheat in
a solution made of blue vitriol or

| strong brine, and the sound and

perfect grains of wheat will sustain
no injury thereby, while the broken
and cracked grains will be 8o affect-
ed that their vitality or germ will

for some time, is doing a good work, | be destroyed, hence they canmnot

germinate,

Smut is not contagious. Keep
your seed wheat healthy and sound,
and I will insure your grain free
of smut. Try the experiment, it
costs but 'little. Thrash a few

uarts of your best wheat by hand
?uat your whole crop) and sow it
at the same time and on the same
land as that thrashed by machine,
then wait and watch the result.

CAMERA.

—

Travelling Through Utah, Juab,
Millard, Beaver and Iron Counn-

that smut is produced from the|Y
geed that is mwpn and not from the | rather dear fishing, but a paying

influences of the elements that |enterprise to the proprietor. Then
regulate its growth, nor the time | there is the regular market, and
| of sowing. For years the Ameri- that is rarely glutted with the king

of our own raising. This imported |

tles—Barometrieal Obs- rvations
~— Farming — Fish Farmiog —
Home Produecis— “Don’t”— ~ar-
dine Fashion—A Heavy Passen-
ger—Lost the Track—Intense t 0ld
— Irrigation Reservoirs — Coal
Heds — Big Gold Discoveries —
Great Western Iron Works—Rim
of the Basin.

\ KANNARAH, March 10, 1875,

Fditor Deseret News:

The enterprising men that inau-
gurated and built the Utah South-
ern railroad, seventy - five miles
south of Salt Lake City, have con-
ferred a lasting boon on the travel-
ling publie, as some thirty miles of
deep mud have been successfully
bridged over, and the danger of
detention from such a cause made
impossible.

The “beautiful” was falling gent-
ly as we left the metropolis, and
the surrounding country was hid
from gight. I got the impression
that some of our farms were getting
run out, growing poorer, and came
to the conclusion that a higher
system of cultivation must be ad-
opted. The limit of paying produe-
tiveness is almost reached. Nature
requires that land as well as man
must be fed. Our farmers must
plow deeper, manure heavier, espe-
cially with brains, to make farming
& Suceess.

I would respectfully suggest that
some enterprising person start a fish
farm near the Point of the Moun-
tain. All such ventures pay in
other localities. On the "'ruckee
River I visited twe such farms.
They seemed to pay well. In the
first place you had to pay to visit
them, and if you wanted to fish
from any of the Eon ds they charged

ou 50 cents each fish you caught,

of fishes, trout.

Bein‘f provided with a barometer,
I found the dugway at Point of the
Mountain 4,900 feet above sea level,
Lehi 4,700 feet. 1 cannot vouch for
the absolute correctness of the mea-
surement, as a storm was prevail-
ing. American Fork and Pleasant
Grove 4,750 feet, Provo 4,725 feet
?paniah Fork 4,700 feet, Payson 4, 750

eet.

Utah Lake may be justly called
the Queen of our Utah Lakes, set-
like a diamond in a fringe of
snow-clad mountains, whose sum-
mits pierce the air to the height of
from 9,000 to 12,500 feet. Towerin
above them all stands Mount Nebo,

the mountain chief of cur Utah
peaks.

The Factory at Provo gives to
that ¢ity a look of enterprise, and
progressiveness that other cities
would do well to emulate. It is
the peer of all such in Deseret. I
do not think Eastern capital has
helped that much. |

At Payson vast quantities of iron
ore from Tintic were being loaded
for use in our home smelters, in-
stead of the Wyoming ore from
Rawlings. It is said to be prefer-
able to the imported article. I hope
it will continue to prove so. Our
home products should always have
the preference, We have but little
to spare to buy foreign articles.

Santaquin is 5,100 feet above the
sea, and York Station, 5,200 feet,
is finally reached, and here endeth
the Utah Southern in Juab Valley.

York is a thriving place of three
log houses. We dined at the
Slough Grass Hotel, preparatory to
taking stage for Dixie.

Douglas Jerrold was once asked
to write an article on marriage for
the Liondon Punch. It was as fol
lows—‘“Advice to persons about to
marry—Don’t.” Te persous seeking
a pleasure trip to our esouthern
counties by stage at this season of
the year,l would also say,* ' Don’t do.

.it'.ﬂ

The -roads were ferrible, We
were four in number, packed like
herrings in a barrel. Reached Neyhi,
started out in a blinding spnow-
storm for L.evan station, 5,700 feet.
By this time we had got packed

down in the bed of the wagon, as

| tight as we could possibly be, It

seems a lady from Pioche, who had
been c¢hasing a runaway husband
all over Utab, was returning from
the fruitless chase, with profound
disgust for our Utah courts. She
had stayed overone night, calculat-
ing to take the coach the next
night. Having paid her fare,she was
determined to go ahead under any
circamstances. Where to pack her
no one knew. &She looked in upon
us in the bed of the wagon.
Spying around, she topred the

trunk at the end of the wagon,and
piled in upon us, some 200 pounds
of adipose tissue, plus a box of
pigeons and a bundle of young
peach trees. If my memory serves
me right, her pronunciation
smacked of the Evergreen Isle.
We, who bad never before been
phrenologically examined, learned
for the first tirne our true charae-
ters, and saw ourselves as others
see us, free of charge. We expostu.
lated against the terrible time she
would have—it was only construed
into persecuting an tnnocent wo-
man.

After pouring out her vials of
wrath upon our deveted heads for
an hour, she finally relapsed into
silence, when all at ence the wagon
gave a sudden lurch and Bro. Lam-
borne and myrelf felt the weight of
her impesing presence and found

| ber in our laps. More soft speeches

and inuendos, and we ence more
got her on the top of the trunk.
By this time, quiet reigned in
Warsaw. We were stopped, had
lost the way, the driver was off
hunting the road, snow every where,
the night was pitech dark. Some
three hours was spent hunting the
track and we finally got under way.!
Speaker Colfax was once talking in
front of the Salt Liake House and he
eloquently spoke of the stage driver
who by acc¢ident was thrown into a
river, and hung on manfully to the
sacks of U, 8. mail at the risk of
his life. The subject was, ** Heroes
in Every-day Life.”? Our driver,
Abe Flint, was no less a hero in a
small way. The night was one
that a wolf would be afraid of; yet
he stuck to his post and brought us
through. In spite of the bad roads
the coaches generally run on time.
We passed Secipio early in the
morning, weather intensely cold.
Altitude of summit between that
place and Holden 6,500 feet, Fill-
more 5,500 feet, Corn COreek 5,250
feet, Dog Valley 6,000 feet, Cove
Fort 6,425 feet, Pine Creek summit

wan 6,360  feet, Cedar 6,150 feet,
Kannarah 6,050 feet.

I never experienced more inten-e
cold in my life than in the night
we passed Pine Creek summit.
The wind had drifted the snow so

vel, and we had to elimb afoot. 1t
seemed to take away our breath,
but, like vther troubles, it was soon
over,

towns on my way down, and I am
compelled to say that very few of
them are in advance of five years
ago, when I Jast passed through

gl them. Itisnatural to ex

pect that
the old settled places will be chang- |

1[ worked b

7,000 feet, Beaver 6,250 feet, ’aro-|

that the animals could hardly tra-|

I looked at the settlements and

ing in appearance architecturally,
yet it is rare that solid improve-
ments manifest themselves.4

I think I can see for the old set-
tled places a great change yet in
the future. We shall have to
adopt the plan pursued by the
British goverement in India, We
must store up our water Eupgly. I
hope to see the day when the Ter-
ritory will appoint an engineer to
examine and report on the feasibil-
ity of erecting reservoirs holding
sufficient water to bring into culti-
vation a greater area of land. There
is enough water runs to waste in all
of the sparscly watered localities to
water a tract of land twice the size
of that now under cultivation.
Such reservoirs would serve other
purposes, such as fish ponds, secur-
ing a summer’s supply of ice, skat-
ing ponds, and furnishing oppoertu-
nities for boating in summer time.
They could be surrounded with
walks and trees, and would form
the basis forsmall parks. Of course
rigid regulatiens would control
them. so that ecattle could not des-
troy the banks. They would have
to be guarded and under complete

| eontrol of competent persons. Such

measures would enable the large
pumber of young men now want-
ing homes to find means to enjoy
such blessings near the old home-
stead, instead of roaming all over
the country to settle dewn.

The road from Beaver to Kanar-
ah is over the finest land 1 ever
saw, to all appearance, Reservoirs
and artesian wells will yet cause
the blank earth to smile with plen-
ty upon the hardworking })iﬂneem,
who inaugurate these improve-
ments, In India, in many places
the government has built heavy
walls of masonry across the river
beds, thus keeping back an im-
mense supply of water for agricul-
tural purposes. -

Splendid beds of coal have been
found in Cedar Canyon, eight feet
thick. In fact there seems no limit
to the supplies of c¢oal and iron on
the rim of the basin, If I am not
mistaken, this part of Utah will see
very lively times befgre very long,
and I do not think it will come
amiss to the people, for each town
has a history of its own. The pri-
vations and trials of the early set-
tlers will have their ijecom pense.
I hope that a careful history is kept
of each city and town, and the in-
cidents connected with the settling
up of the country. The names of
the first comers who have manfully
held on should be held in remem-
brance for ever.

As we were passing down we heard
rumors of an immense discovery in
Bull Valley, west of Pinto Creek,
or somewhere in that locality. It
was rumored that a vein of gold,
one inch in thickness, had been
discovered and the gold was of the
purest guality. It wasthe vein once
the Mexicans and for
which diligent search bad been
made for some years, the identical
brass kettles used by the ancient
miners wore found in the shaft. A
gent;eman told me that when he

| passed through Pinto the e¢hildren

were let out of school to enjoy the
excitement of the great find. I
presume by this time that 20-dollar
gold pieces are being extracted from
this wonderful mine.

The Great Western Iron Works
are producing pig iron at the rate
of three tons a day. When the
pigs squeal with the returns in
green backs, it will help out an en-
terprise that will yet be a benefit
to thousands.

We have now reached the Rim
of the Great Basin. The tree cac-
tus and other growlhs remind me
that we are nearing a warmer
clime. “As far south as Beaver
there is plenty of snoew, but from
there te Kanarrah the roads are
dusty. We shall drop down into
the rocks and sand of Dizie’s land
to-morrow, and as this epistle is
well drawn out, the wonders of the
Jand of the cotton and the vine will
be reserved for our next,

C. R, SAVAGE.
- ‘s}
Fatal Aval: nche, .

%\
BrricuaMm Ciry, March 25, 1875,
Fditor Deseret New::

A terrible avalanche visited Cold
Spring Canyon, twelve miles north
of here, yesterday, whereby Isaac
Lewis and Iphraim Cutler have,
to all human appearance, perished.
Said two men had Jelt their resi-
den:ces in Call’s Fort the preceding
evening,or a little before dark, to
go to their encampment in the
canyon to chop timter, which work
they had been engzaged in for some

time previously. Jru.id Lewis, one



