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olive trees, onks. A species of cac-
tus forms thick, impenetrable hedges
and grows to an astonishing height.
In the Jordan valley grow aleo aca-
cin and papyrus. “ultivated are
wheat, barley, sorghum, rye, corn,
beans and peas. Cotton and sugar-
cane and also flax are cultivated in
several places. Besides, these pota-
toes, cucumbers, onions, melons and
numerous other kinds of vegetables.
Almonds, granates,oranges, lemons,
{Jll.llllﬁ. nuts, and other {ruits adorn
he ﬁardens, while the “Johannes-
breads? prows wild.  Vines grow
everywherenand yield a wonderfully
abundant erop.

THE FAUNA.

Among the tame animals sheep
are the most jmportant. Mutton is
an essertial fjsh on the tan-
ble of the Byrians, and
the sheep milk 1s highly estimated.
The gong are kept more for the sake
of the milk than for the flesh. The
oxen are kept in order to pull the
i)]ows, but their flesh is not desired.

n fact, many ot the oxen I have
geun, did not seem to have any flesh
at all. They were mercly skin and
bones, uuable to move except on the
gtimulnnce of the sharp goad of
the inhuinan drivers. Plgsareonly
kept by “Christlans.”” (The nsso-
cintion of ideas is not vxactly beaitti-
ful but correct.) The horses and
donlkeys, mules and camels perform
the work, elsewhere done by rail-
ways, slowly but truly. Cats, dogs,
chickens, pigeons aud bees are well
utilized, also ““tnme?’ animals. The
animals give not only meat, milk,
clothes and means of transportation,
but also fuel, the dried excrements
belng extensively used for that pur-
W08,

Wild animals are bears, wolves,
hymnas, jackals, foxes, boars, gaz-
ellex,, hares and others. This is a
country where the sons of Nimrod
need not lack work.

The Mediterranean and the Lake
of Tiberias abound in fsh; snakes,
and scorplons are very numerous,
ns are also various kinds of birds.

- I will say nothing of the thousantis
of little lively animals which are
found in every Arabian house and
carried round hy every native as his
nearest bosom friends.

MINERALS.

. Nowhere is mining carrled on to
any extent worth mentioniug. I
have not heard of any place where
the precious or common metals are
being found, but perhaps nobody
has searched themountains for them.
In Libanon are found sandstone
and marble, brown coal, amber and
bitumen. Also in other places eoal
is found.

Taken nil in all, Palestine has yet
all the respureea which it snciently
had, and which made it 1 country
“flowing with milk aud honey.”
With the blessing of God, it sus-
talned during the time of David and
Holomon about five millionz of peo-

le {compare IT Samuel 24: 9), or
between 400 and 504 to every squale
mile; a proportion such as s now
found in Yorkshire, ¥ngland. The
prescat 8yrin is about four times the
size of tho kingdom of David, and
tias only two millions,and even these

aresupported with difficulty. The re-
tlections are easily made.

THE INHABITANTS.

A nciently Byrin was inhiabited hy
Jews, Phenicians and Aramseans,
all of Semitic origin. It lhiasalways
heen the scene of mighty commo-
tions, now in the hands of one na-
tion, now of another. Thus a mix-
ture of races has been the result,
and the origin of the present popu-
lation ie In many instonces not
traceable. The Roman and the
Byzantie conguerors have not been
able to imprint their marks on this
population to any extent compared
to what the Arabs have done. Bince
thelir invasion, 636 A. D., they have
given the pspulation their language,
their customs and, in & majority of
cases, their religion. The crusaders,
althiough swarming here for 200
f'ea 4, have left no other marks
wnrdly, than some old ruins.

The greatest part of tiie inhabit-
anta of Byria are therefore now
cnlled Ulnd Arah, sons of Arabs,
that is. Arabian speaking Syrians.
Their dialect i8 different from that
of the Central Arabia and from that
of Egypt, but Arabian scholars as-
gert: that the difference between the
various dinlects of the Arabians is
not o great as the difference be-
tween the lialects spoken, for Ilb-
stance, in various ]parts of England, a
rather remarkable fact, when you
consider the great distances of the
country, the bad communications
and the non-education of the people.
The northeru parts of Syria are in-
habited by a Turkish-Arabic spenk-
ing population or by Turkish speak-
ing Armenians and Kurds.

In Palestine a number of strangers
regide who keep themselves strictly
separate from the Arabs, Particu-
larly noteworthy are the Jews who
have emigrated from Poland, Galic-
in, Roumnania and other parts of east-
ern Europe, and whogpeak the ugly
dialect known as Jews-dutch, a
dialect which i8 sometimes digni-
fied with the name Hebrew, al-
though that is a bad libel on the
beautiful language of DMoses and
David. These Jews are nnmerous
in Jerugalem, Tiberins and Safed,
estimated at somie 10,000 sculs.
Germans. mostly from Behwaben,
have settlements in Jerusalem, Jaf-
fa and Haifa, and amount to some
1,200 gouls in afl.

The Bedouins have also pre-
served their race from intermixture
with strangers and are easily recog-
nized by their dark coniplexion
and characteristic features. 'Thelr
number is estimated at 200,000 souls.
Mixed as i the population, s are
the religions. Begides the Moham-
medans with their various gecta and
nuances of belief, we find Greek
orthodox, Byrian-Jacobites, Ameri-
can orthodox, Greek-Catholic or
united Greek, Byrian, Catholic or
United S8yrian, Armenian, Catholic
or United Armgnian, Maronites,
Roman Catholic, Protestants of dif-
ferent sects, Jews and Bamaritans.
This is a long edifying list, illustra-
tive of the doctrine of the unity of
the Chureh, the one body nader one
Lead. Itisa wonder, indeed, that
the Christians have been abie to
mutilate the f“Church’’ and to
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strew her limbs about in so mauy
directiong, and it Is_a still grestel
wonder that they are not ashame
of themselves when looking at theif
work.

The Turks must be lauded for
their tolerance. Although they do
not like proselyt.!ng (and L do
not blanie them “under the eircum-
stances,’’ if I am allowed to borrow
friend Zane’s words), yet they let
everybody alone in their worship.
True, there is no constifution guar-
anteeing sacredly everybody liberty
of worshipping God according to the
dictates ofPhis conscience, but this
right exists de facto, and that 18
after al), the, the chief point.

HABITATIONS.

The houses are mostly built of
stone with narrow openings or holes
for windows, The form is simply
that of n box. A roof i here n sim-

le thing. A few pieces of timber
aid one way, a lot of rubbish the
other way, and the whole covel
with earth. The poorer people have
ounly one for themeelves and theit
animals; the better off*have a lowel
floor for their animals and an uppe!
floor with one or more rooms for
their own dwelling. The houses of
the wealthy portion are built on the
sane prineiple, but with this diffet-
ence; they have a whole compleX
of boxes put together, generatly ar
ranged round s yard, and the fronts
are oroamented with over-built bal-
conies. The furniture is alwny®
very simple. The floors of cemen
are covered with carpets and mat-
tresses; the bodelothes are stow
awny during the daytime and ab
evening spread on the floor. In the
cities, the wealthy people add such
luxuries and ornaments as their
fancy suggesta.

THE DRESES.

In the cities, particularly among
the “Christiahs,”” the Europeall
customs slowly begin to appear, bu
the Orlental wide clothes with their
manifold and gay colors are previ:
lent. The most promineut part of
the apparel of the gentlemen seer®
to be their trousers. If the reader
will please to Imagine a bigsack
with two holes at the bottom, froitl
which a couple of feet and ankles
protrude, he has a correct idea Of
that necessary piece of apparel. The
upper part of the body is cove
with & walsteoat and 4 short jackeb
sometimes nicely embroidered, ©f
with a waistcont with sleeves.
Round the waist a long shawt o
plaid is slung as o girdte. This
oftcu of silk. The head is coV
with the red jez or Jurbusch. The
Arabs also wind a eloth round this
ez. Old nen and ministers like &
lack head-ornament. Theso ;
Druses and learned men wear sno¥="
white turbans, and the descondants
o1 Mohammed wear as a peculinf
mark of homor, green ones. 1B8®
common foot covering is the Eu-
But also a kind of wooden

ropenn.
shoe, of which very pecull®f
shapes are  Been. musl
{however, he .added that a M
sot of clothes is worn only BY

t
the wealthy ones. 1t appears th?
any of these articles can he-dispol‘}e‘l
of without incoenveniernce, exceP
the head covering. That is essel
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