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olive trees oaks A species of cac-
tus forms thick impenetrable hedges
and grows to an astonishing height
in the jordan valley grow also aca-
cia and papyrus cultivated are
wheat barley sorsorghumhum rye corn
beans and peas cottonn and sugar
cane and also flax are cultivated in
several places besides these pota-
toes cucumbers onions melons and
numerous other kinds of vegetables
almonds lemons
plums nuts and other fruits adorn
the gardens while the johannes
bread grows wild vines grow
everywhere and yield a wonderfully
abundant crop

THE

among the tame animals sheep
are the most important mutton is
an essential dish on the ta-
ble of the syrians and
the sheep milk is highly estimated
the goats are kept more for the saisake
of the milk than for the flesh the
oxen are kept in order to pull the
plows but their flesh is not desiredblowstnn fact many otof the oxen I1 have
seen did not seem to have any flesh
at all they were merely skin and
bones unable to move except on the

of the sharp goad of
the inhuman drivers pigs are only
kept by christians the asso-
ciation of ideas is not exactly beauti-
ful but correct the horses and
donkeys mules and camels perform
the work elsewhere done by rail-
ways slowly but truly cats dogs
chickens pigeons and bees are well
utilized also tame animals the
animals give not only meat milk
clothes and means of transportation
but also fuel the dried excrements
being extensively used for that pur-
pose

wild animals are bears wolves
bitenashyby senastenas jackalsjackalajac kals foxes boarsbaars gaz
elles hares and others this is a
country where the sons of nimrod
need not lack work

the mediterranean and the lake
of biberiasTiberias abound in fish snakes
and scorpions are very numerous
as are also various kinds of birds

I1 will say nothing of the thousands
of little lively animals which are
found in every arabian housebouse and
carried round by every native as his
nearest bosom friends

MINERALS

nowhere is mining carried on to
any extent worth mentioningI1 ng I1
have not heard of any placee where
the precious or common metals are
being found but perhaps nobody
has searched tbthe mountains for them
in lebanon are found sandstone
and marble brown coal amber and
bitumen also in other places coal
is found

taken all in all palestine has yet
all the resources which it anciently
hadid and which made it a country

flowing0 ng with milk and honey
with the blessing of god it sus-
tained during the time of david and
solomon about flfiveve millions of peo-
pleile compare II11 samuel 24 9 or
betweenf and to every square
mllemile a proportion such as is now
foundfoun in yorkshire england the
present syria is about four times the
size of the kingdom of david and
has only two even these

are supported with difficultyculty the re-
flections are easily made

THE inhabitants
anciently syria was inhabited by

jews phoeniciansPhoenicians and Aramseans
all of semitic origin it has aalwaysways
been the scene of mighty commo-
tions now in the hands of one na-
tion now of another thus a mix-
ture of races has been the result
and the origin of the present popu-
lation is in many instances not
traceable themaoromanman and the
Byzantlcle conquerors have not been
able to imprint their marksonmarks on this
population to any extent compared
to what the arabs have done since
their invasion A D they have
given the population their language
thelitheir customs and in a majority of
cases their religion the crusaders
although swarming here for
yeadeab have left no other markskafflhawty than some old ruins

the greatest part of the inhabit-
ants of syria are therefore now
called alad arab sons of arabs
that is arabian speaking syrians
their dialect is different from that
of the central arabia and from that
of egypt but arabian scholars as-
sert that the difference between the
various dialects of the arabians is
not so great as the difference be-
tween the dialects spoken for in-
stance in various parts of england a
rather remarkable fact when you
consider the greatreat distances of the
country the tadbad communications
and the non education of the people
the northern parts of syria are in-
habited by a turkish arabicamble speak-
ing population or by turkish speak-
ing armeniansArmen ians and kurdsburds

in palestine a number of strangers
reresideside who keep themselves strictly
separate from the arabs particu-
larly noteworthy are the jews who
have emigrated from poland galic
la roumaniaBou mania and other parts of east-
ern europeu rope and who speak the ugly
dialect known as jews dutch a
dialect which is sometimes digni-
fied with the name hebrew al-
though that is a bad libel on the
beautiful language of moses and
david these jews are numerous
in jerusalem biberiasTiberias and hafed
estimated at soniesome souls
germans mostlyinose from schwaben
have settlements in jerusalem jaf-
fabaandand haifa and amount to some
1200 souls in all

the bedouinsBedou ins have also pre-
served their race from intermixture
with strangers and are easily recog-
nized by their dark complexion
and characteristic features their
number is estimated at souls
mixed as is the population suso are
the religions besides the
madans with their various sects and
nuances of belief we find greek
orthodox syrian jacobites ameri-
can orthodox greek catholic or
united greek syrian catholic or
united syrian armenian catholic
or united marositesMaro
roman Catcatholiccasholleholle protestants of dif-
ferent sects jews and samaritanssamaritanaSamaritans
this is a long edifying list illustra-
tive of the doctrine ofof the unity of
the church the one body under one
head it is a wonder indeed that
the christians have been able to
mutilate the church and to

strew her limbs about in so many
directionsdirect insms and it is a still greater
wonder that they are not ashamed
of themselves when looking at their
work

the turks must be lauded for
their tolerance although they do
not like and I1 do
not blame them under the circum-
stances if I1 am allowed to borrow
friend zanes words yet they letie
everybody alone in their worship
true there is no constitution guar-
anteeingan sacredly everyldeverybodyody liberty
of worshippingwor shipping god according to the
dictates of his conscience but this
right exists dode facco and that Aia
after all the the chief point

habitations
the houses are mostly built of

stone with narrow openings or holes
for windows the form is simply
that of a box A roof is here a sisim-
ple

m
ile thing A few pieces of timber

paidlaid one way a lot of rubbish the
other way and the whole covered
with earth the poorer people have
only one for themselvesthemselve s and their
animals the better off have a lower
floor for their animals and an upper
floor with one or more rooms for
their own dwelling the houses of
the wealthy portionare built on the
same principle but with this differ-
ence they have a whole complex
of boxes put together generally ar-
ranged round a yardtard and the fronts
are ornamentedornamentedwithwith overbuiltover built bal-
conies the furniture is always
very simples the floors of cement
are covered with carpets and mat-
tresses the bedclothes are stowed
away during the daytime and at
evening spread on the floor in the
cities the wealthy people add such
luxuries and ornaments as their
fancy suggests

THE DRESS

inthein the cities particularly among
the ChristiChristiaabshs the euroeuropeanpeau
customs slowly begin to aappearppearbutbut
the oriental wide clothes with ttheirheir
manifold and gay colors are preva
lent the most prominent martofpart of
the apparel of the gentlemen seems
to be their trousers if the reader
will please to imagine a big sack
with two holes at the bottom from
which a couple of feet and ankles
protrude hebe has a correct idea of
that necessary piece of apparel the
upper part of the body lsis covered
with a waistcoat and a short jacket
sometimes nicely embroidered1 or

with a waistcoat with sleeves
roundbound the waist a long shawl or
plaid is slung as a girdle this is
often of silk the head is covered
with the red jezjes or garbusch thelthe
arabs also wind a cloth round tillsthis
jezlez old men and ministers likelia 0
black head ornament the so called
cruses and learned men wear snow-
white turbans and the descendants
001JL mohammed wear as a peculiar
mark of honor green ones the
common foot covering is the fueur-
opean but also a kind of wooden
shoe of which very peculiarpeculia1

shapes are seen it ah
however be added that a v
set of clothes is worn only byY

the wealthy ones it appears ehsttha
any of these articles can be disposer
of without inconvenience excel
the head covering that toia ewalessen ila


